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SPECTATOR. 



NM74. WEEffESDAY, SEPT. 3, 1712, 



Aaperitas agtestiay et ineoneinna, 

HoR. 1 Ep. zriii. 6. 

Rude, rustic, and inelegant. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Beinq of the number of those thai have lately re- 
tired from the centre of business and pleasure, my 
uneasiness in the country where I am, arises rather 
from the so<fiety than the solitude of it. To be 
obliged to receive and return visits from, and to, a 
•circle of neighbours, who, through diversity of age 
or inclination, can neither be entertaining nor service- 
able to us, is a vile loss of time, and a slavery from 
which a man should deliver himself, if possible: for 
\ifky must I lose the remaining part of my life, be- 
cause they have thrown away the former part of 
theirs? It is to me an insupportable affliction, to be 
tormented with the narrations of a set of people, who 
are warm in their expressions of the quick relish of 
that pleasure which their dogs and horses have a 
. more delicate taste of. I do also in my heart detes t 
and ^bhor ^hat damnable doctrine and position of the 
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2 sPECTAxaR. N' 474.. 

necessity of a bumper, though to one's own toast: 
for thovgh it is pretended that these deep potations 
are used only to inspire gaietyi they certainly drown 
that cheerfulness which would survive a moderate 
circulation. If at these meetings, it were left to every 
stranger either to till his glassf according to his own 
inclination, or, to make his retreat when he finds he 
has been sufficiently obedient to that of others, these 
entertainments would be governed with more good 
sense, and consequently with more good breeding, 
than at present they are. Indeed, where any of the 
guests areknown to measure their fame or pleasure 
by their glass, proper exhortatlftis might be used to 
these to push their fortunes in this sort of reputation ; 
but, where it is unseasonably insisted onto a modest 
stranger, this drench may be said to be swallowed 
with the same necessity as if it had been tendered 
in the horn for that purpose,* with this aggravating 
circumstance, that it distresses the entertainer's 
guest in the same degree as it relieves his horses. 
^ To attiend, without impatience, an accoumt of five- 
barred gates, double ditches, and precipices, and 
to survey the orator with desiring eyes, is, to me, ex- 
tremely difficult, but absolutely necessary, to be 
upon tolerable terms with him; but then the occa«- 
sional burstings out into laughter is of all other ac- 
complishments the most requisite. I confess at pre- 
sent I have not that command of these convulsions 
as is necessary to be good company : therefore I beg 
you would publish this letter, and let me be known 
all at once for a queer fellow, and avoided. It is 
monstroiis to me, that we who are given to reading 
and calm conversation, should ever be visited by 
these roarers ; but they tlnnk they tbemselves, as 
neighbours, may come into our rooms with the same 
light that they and their dogs* hunt in bur grounds. 
« A hora is liwd ioiMtBiaMer potioiiik to honef^ 
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^ Your institatioii of clubs I have always admired,, 
in which you constantly endeavoured the union of 
the metaphorically defunct, that is, such as are nei- 
ther serviceable to the busy and enterprising part of 
mankind, nor entertaining to the retired and specu- 
lative. There should certainly therefore in each 
county be established a club of the persons whose 
conversations I have described, who for their own 
private, as also the public emolument, should ex- 
clude, and be excluded, all other society. Their 
attire should be the same with their huntsmen's, and- 
none should be admijtted into this green conversa- 
tion«piece, except he had broken his collar-bone 
thrice. A broken rib or two might also admit a man 
without the least opposition. The president must 
necessarily have broken his neck, and have been 
taken up dead once or twice : for the more maims 
this brotherhood shall have met with, the easier 
will iheir conversation flow and keep up; and when ' 
any one of these vigorous invalids" had finished his- 
narration of the collar-bone, this naturally would in- 
troduce the history of the ribs. Besides, the dif- 
ferent circumstances of their falls and fractures 
would help to prolong and diversify their relations. 
There should also be another club of such men, who 
had not succeeded so well in maiming themselves^ 
but are however in the constant pursuit of these ac- 
complishments. I would by no means be suspected, 
by what I have said, to traduce in general the body 
' of fox-hunters, for whilst I look upon a reasonable 
creature full speed after a pack of dogs by way of 
pleasure, and not of business, I shall always make 
nonoorable mention of it. 

' But the most irksome conversation of all others 
I have met with in the neighbourhood, has been 
a mong two or three of your travellers who have 
overlooked men ftnd manners, and have passed 

b2 



4 SPECTATOR. N« 474,* 

through France and Italy with the same observatidn 
that Uie carriers and stage coachmen do through 
Great Britain ; that is, their stops and stages have 
been regulated according to the liquor they have 
met within their passage. They indeed remember 
the names of abundance of places, with the parti- 
cular fineries of certain churches: but their distin- 
guishing mark is certain prettin,ess of foreign lan- 
guages, the meaning of which they could have better 
expressed in their own. The entertainment of these 
fine observers, Shakspeare has described to consist 

** In talking of the Alps and Appentnes, 
The Pyrenean, and the River Po :" 

and then concludes with a sigh, 

** Now this is worsfaipM society T' 

' I would not be thought in all this to hate such 
honest creatures as dogs : I am only unhappy that I 
cannot partake in their diversions. But I love them 
80 well, as dogs, that I often go with my pockets 
stufied with bread to dispense my favours, or make 
my way through them at neighbours* houses. There 
is, in particular, a young hound of great expectation^ 
vivacity, and enterprise, that attends my flights 
wherever he spies me. This creature observes my 
countenance, and behaves himself accordingly. His 
mirth, his frolic, and joy, upon the sight of me, l^is 
been observed, and I have been gravely desired not 
to encourage him so much, for k spoils his parts ; 
but I think he shews them sufiiciently in the several 
boundings, friskings, and scourings, when he makes 
his court to me : but I foresee in a little time he 
and I must keep company with one another only, 
for we are fit for no other in these parts. Having 
mformed you how I do pass my time in the country 
where I am, I must proceed to tell you how^I «wottla 
pass it, had I such a fortune as would put me above 
the observance of ceremony and custom. 
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* My scheme of a country life then should be as 
follows. As I am happy in three or four very agree- 
able friends, these I would constantly have with me ; 
and the freedom we took with one another at school 
and the university, we would maintain and exert 
upon all occasions with great courage. There should 
be certain hours of the day to be employed in read- 
ing, during which time it should be impossible for 
any one of us to enter the other's chamber, unless 
by storm. After this we would communicate the 
trash or treasure we had met with, with our own 
reflections upon the matter; the justness of which 
we would controvert with good-humoured warmth^ 
and never spare one another out of that complaisant 
spirit of conversation, which makes others affirm 
and deny the same matter in a quarter of an hour. 
If any of the neighbouring gentlemen, not of our 
turn, should take it in their heads to visit me, 1 
should look upon these persons in the same degree 
enemies to my particular state of happiness, as ever 
the French were to that of the publip, and I would 
be at an annual expense in spies to observe their 
motions. Whenever I should be surprised with a 
visit, as I hate drinking, I would be brisk in swil- 
ling bumpers, upon this maxim, that it is better to 
trouble others with my impertinence, than to be 
troubled myself with theirs. The necessity of an in- 
firmary makes me resolve to fall to that project; 
and as we should be but five, the terrors of an in- 
voluntary separation^ which our number cannot so 
well admit of, would make us exert ourselves in 
opposition to all the particulars mentioned in your 
instittttioit of that equitable confinement. This my 
way of life 1 know would subject me to the impu- 
tation of a morose, covetous, aad singular fellow. 
These and all other bard words, with all manner of 
insiped jests, and all other reproach, would be matter 
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of mirth to me and xay friends : besides^ I would 

destroy the application of the epithets, morose and 

covetous, by a yearly relief of my undeservedly 

necessitous neighbours, and by treating my friends 

and domestics with a humanity that should express 

the obligation to lie rather on my side ; and as for 

the word singular, I was always of opinion every 

man must be so, to be what one would desire him, 

* Your very humble servant, 

• J. a.** 

^ MR, SPECTATOR, 

' About two years ago, I was called upon 
by the younger part of a country family, by my 
mother's side related tp me, to visit Mr. Campbellt, 
the dumb man; for they told me that that was chief- 
ly what brought them to town, having heard won- 
ders of him in Essex. I, who always wanted faith 
in matters of that kind, was not easily prevailed on 
to go ; but, lest they should take it ill, I went with 
them ; when to my surprise^ Mr. Campbell related 
all their past life; in short« had he not been pre- 
vented, such a discovery would have come out as 

• This letter was probably written by Steele's fellow col- 
legian and friend, the Rev. Mr. Richard Parker. This accom- 
plished scholar was for many years vicar of Enableton, in 
Northumberland, a living in the gift of Mertoo^coUege, where 
be and Steele lived in the roost cordial familiarity. Not re- 
lishing the rural sports of Bamborougbshiie, he declined the in- 
terchange of visits with most of the hospitable gentlemen in 
his neighbourhood: who, invigorated by their diversions, in • 
dalged in copious meals, and were apt to be vociferous in their 
mirth, and over importunate with their guests, to join in thetr 
conviviality. 

f Duncan Campbell announced himself to the public 
as a Scotch hlghlander, gifted with the second sight. He 
>wBs, or pretended to be, deaf and dumb, and succeeded in' 
malcinga fortune to himself, by practising, for some years, on 
the credulity of the vulgar in the ignominious chuicin of a 
fortune-teller. 
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woald have ruined the next design of their coming 
to town, viz. buying wedding clothes. Our names 
t hough he never heard of us before-— and we 
endeavoured to conceal ——— were as familiar to 
him as to ourselves. To be sure, Mr. Spectator, 
he is a very learned and wise man. Being impatient 
to know my fortune^ having paid my respects in a 
family Jacobus, he told me (after his manner) 
among several other things, that in a year and nine 
months I should fall ill of a new fever, be given 
over by my physicians, but should with much diffi* 
culty recover ; that, the first time I took the air af- 
terwards, I should be addressed to by a young 
^gentleman of a plentiful fortune, good sense, and a 
generous spirit. Mr. Spectator, he is the purest 
man in the world, for all he said is come to pass, 
and I am the happiest she in Kent. I have been 
in quest of Mr. Campbell these three months, and 
cannot find him out. Now, hearing you are a dumb 
man too, 1 thought you might correspond, and be 
able to tell me something; for I think myself highly 
obliged to make his fortune, as he has mine, ft 
is very possible your worship, who has spies all 
over this town, can inform me how to send to him. 
If you can, I beseech you be a& speedy as possible, 
and you wiU highly oblige 

* Your constant reader and admirer, 

DULCIB£LLA THAK|£L£T.' 

Ordered, That the inspector I employ about won« 
ders inquire at the Golden-Lion, opposite to the 
•Haif-Moon tavern in Drury-lane, into the merit of 
thia filait sagey and report accordingly. 
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NM75. THURSDAY, SEPT. 4, 1712. 



■ Qu€B res in senSque eonailinm, neque modum 
Habet uUt§m, earn consilio regerenonpotes. 

Tbr. Euo. Act. i Sc. 1. 

The thing that in itself has neitlier measure nor consideration, 
counsel cannot rule. 

It is aa old observation, which has been made of 
politicians who would rather ingratiate themselves 
with their sovereign, than promote. his real service, 
that they accommodate their counsels to his incUnar 
tions, and advise him -to such actions only as his 
heart is naturally set upon. The privy counsellor 
of one in love must observe the same conduct, un- 
less he would forfeit the friendship of the person 
who desires his advice. I have known several odd 
cases of this nature. Hipparchus was going to 
marry a common woman ; but being resolved to do 
nothing without the advice of his £riend Philander, 
he consulted him upon the occasion. Philander told 
him his mind freely, and represented his mistress to 
him in such strong colours, that the next morning 
he received a challenge for his pains, and before 
twelve o'clock was run through the body by the man 
who had asked his advice. Celia was more prudent 
on the like occasion. She desired Leonilla, to give 
her opinion freely upon the young fellow who made 
his addresses to her. Leonilla, to oblige her, told her 
with great frankness, that she looked upon him as 
one of the most worthless— Celia, foreseeing what 
a character she was to expect, begged her not to go 
on, for that she had been privately married to him 
above a fortnight. The trutli of it is, a woman sel- 
dom asks advice before she has bought her wedding 
clothes. When she has made her own choice, for 
form's sake she sends a conge d!elire to her friends. 
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If we look into the secret springs and motives that 
set people at work on these occasions, and put them 
upon asking advice which they never intend to take, 
I look upon it to be none of the least, that they are 
incapable of keeping a secret which is so very plea- 
sing to them. A girl longs to tell her confidante, 
that she hopes to be married in a little time ; and, 
in order to talk of the pretty fellow that dwells so 
much in her thoughts, asks her very gravely, what 
she would advise her to do in a case of so much dif- 
ficulty* Why else should Melissa, who had not a 
thousand pounds in the world, go into every quarter 
of the town to ask her acquaintance, whether they 
would advise her to take Tom Townly, that made 
his addresses to her with an estate of five thousand 
a year? It is very pleasant, on this occasion, to hear 
the lady propose her doubts, and to see the pains 
she is at to get over them. 

I must not here omit a pracUce that is in use among 
the vainer part of our own sex, who will often ask 
a friend's advice in relation to a fortune whom they 
are never like to come at. Will Honeycomb, who 
is now on the verge of three-score, took me aside not 
long since, and asked me in his most serious look, 
whether I would advise him to marry my Lady Betty 
Single, who, by the way, is one of the greatest for* 
tunes about town. I stared him full in the face upon 
so strange a question; upon which he immediately 
gave me an inventory of her jewels and estate, add- 
ing that he was resolved to do nothing in a matter 
of such consequence without my approbation. Find- 
ing he would have an answer, I told him if he could 
get the lady's consent he had mine. This is about 
Sie tenth match which, to my knowledge, Will has 
consulted his friends upon, without ever opening his 
niind to the party herself. 

I have been engaged in this sul^ect by the 
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foUowingletter, whichcpraes to me from sc^meoJDUbl^ 
young female scribe, who, by the contents of it*, 
seems to have carried matters so far, that she is ripe- 
for asking advice ; but as I would not lose bei good 
will, nor forfeit the reputation which I have with 
her for wisdom, I shall only communicate the. letter 
to the public without returning any answer to it. 

* MR* SPECTATOR, 

' Now, €ir, the thing is this, Mr. Shapely 
is the prettiest gentleman about town. He is very . 
tall, but not too tall neither. He dances like an angel. 
His mouth is made I do not know how, but it ift 
the prettiest that I ever saw in my life. He is always 
laughing, for he has an infinite deal of wit. If yQU. 
did but see how he rolls his stockings! He. has a 
thousand pretty fancies, and I am sure^ if you saw 
him, you would like him. He is a very good scholar,, 
and can talk Latin ks fast as £nglish. I wish.ypu 
could but see him dance. No\ir you must under-, 
stand poor Mr. Shapely has no estate ; but how csoi: 
he help that, you know ? And yet my friends are so 
unreasonable as to be always teasing me about him» 
because he has no estate ; but I am sure he has that 
that is better than an estate ; for he is a good-na- 
tured, ingenious, modest, civil, tali, well-bred, hand- 
some man ; and I am obliged to him for his civilitiea 
ever since I saw him. I forgot to tell you that he 
has black eyes, and looks upon me uqw and then as 
if he had tears in them. And yet my friends are so 
unreasonable, that they would have me be uncivil to 
him. I have a good portion which they cannot 
hinder me < of, and I shall be fourteen on the 29th 
day of August next, and am th^efore willing to 
settle in the world as soon as I can, and so is Mr.. 
Shapely. But every body I advise with here, is. 
pocMT Mr. Shapely^s eneaaj. I desire therefore yau 
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will^ve me your advice, for Iknow you are a wise 
man; and if you advise me well, I am resolved to 
follow it. I heartily wish you could see him dance ; 
andam^ 

'sir, 
' * Your most humble servant, 

' B, D.' 

* He loves your Spectators mightily.' 

C. 
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— — LiicWtM ordo. 

HoR. Ars. Poet. 41. 

Method gires light. 

Among my daily papers which I l^estow on the 
' public, there are some which are writteit with regu- 
larity and method, and others that run out into 
the wildness of those compositions which go by the 
name of essays. As for the first, I have the whole 
scheme of .the discourse in my mind before I set pen 
' to paper. In the other kind of writing, it is suffi- 
cient that I have several thoughts on a subject, with- 
out troubling myself to range them' in such order, 
that they may seem to grow out of one another, and 
be diqH>8ed under the proper heads» Seneca and 
Montaigne are patterns for writing in this last kind, 
as Tolly and Aristotle excel in the other. When I 
read an luithor of genius who writes without me- 
thod, I fancy myself in a wood that abounds with a 
great many nc^le objects, rising among one an- 
other in the greatest confusion and disorder. When 
I read a methodical discourse, I am ih a regular 
plantation, and can place myself in its several 
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.centres, so as to take a view of all the lines and 
walks that are struck from them. Yoa may ramble 
in the one a whole day together, and every moment 
discover something or other that is new to you ; 
but when you have done, you will have but a con- 
fused imperfect notion of the place : in the other 
your eye commands the whole prospect, and gives 
you such an idea of it as is not easily worn out of 
the memory. 

Irregularity and want of method are only sup* 
portable in men of great learning or genius, wno 
are often too full to be exact, and therefore choose 
to throw down their pearls in heaps before the 
reader, rather than be at the pains of stringing 
them. 

Method is of advantage to a work, both in respect 
to the writer and the reader. In regard to the nrst, 
it is a great help to his invention. When a man has 
plann^ his discourse, he finds a great many 
thoughts rising out of every head, that do not offer 
themselves upon the general survey of a subject. 
His thoughts are at the same time more intelligible, 
and better discover their drid and meaning, when 
they are placed in their proper lights, and follow 
one another in a regular series, than when they are 
thrown together without order and connexion. 
There is always an obscurity iusconfusion ; and the 
same sentence that would have enlightened the 
reader in one part of a discourse, perplexes him 
in another. For the same reason^ likewise, every 
thought in a metho4ical discourse shews itself in 
its greatest beauty, as the several figures in a. piece 
of painting receive new grace from their disposition 
in the picture. The advantages of a reader from a 
methooical discourse are correspondent with those 
of the writer. He comprehends every thing easily, 
takes it in with pleasure, and retains it long. 
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Method is not less requisite in ordinary convet- 
sfttion than in writing, provided a man would talk 
- to make himself understood. I, who hear a thou- 
sand coffee-house debates every day, am very sensi- 
■ ble of this want of method iii4he thoughts of my 
honest countrymen. There is not one dispute in 
ten which is managed in those schools of politics, 
where, after the three first sentences, the question 
is not entirely lost. Our disputants put me in mind 
of the scuttle-fish, that, when he is unable to extri- 
cate himself, blackens all the water about him until 
• he becomes invisible. The man who does not know 
how to methodise hiathoug^ts^ has always, to bor- 
row a phrase from the Dispensary, 'a barren 
superfluity of words;' the fruit is lost amidst exuber- 
ance of leaves. 

Tom Puzzle is one of the most eminent immetbo- 
dical disputants of any that has fallen under my ob- 
servation. Tom has read enoueh to make him very 
impertinent: his knowledge is sufficient to raise 
doubts, but not to clear them. It is a pity that he 
has so much learning, or that he has not a great 
deal more. With these qualifications Tom sets up for 
a free-thinker, finds a great many things to blame in 
the constitution of his country, and gives shrewd in- 
timations that he does not believe another world. 
In short. Puzzle is an atheist as much as hi^ parts 
will give him leave. H^ has got about half a dozen 
common-place topics, into which he never fails to 
turn the conversation, whatever was the occasion of 
it. Though the matter in debate be about Douay 
or Denain, it is ten to one but half his discourse ruM 
uponthe unreasonableness of bigotry and priestcraft. 
Tnis makes Mr. Puzzle the admiration of all those 
who have less sense than himself, and the contempt 
of all those who have more. There is none in town 
whom Tom dreads so much as my friend Will Dry. 

TOl. VII. c 
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Will, who is acquainted with Tom's logic, when he 
finds him rnnning off the question, cuts him short 
with a < What then? 'We allow all this to be true; 
but what is it to our present purpose T I have 
known Tom eloquent half an hour together, and tri- 
umphing, as he thought, in the superiority of the ar- 
gument, when he has been nonplussed on a sudden 
by Mr. Dry*s desiring him to tell the company what 
it was that he endeavoured to prove. In short. Dry 
is a man of a clear methodical head, but few words^ 
and gains the same advantages over Puzzle, that a 
small body of regular troops would gain over a num- 
berless, undisciplined militia. 

C. 
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•An me luditamabttis 



imamaf Audire,etv4deorpio$ 
Errare per Imeoe, amende 

iluo9 et aqute auheunt et aur^, 

HoR. SOd. iv.5. 

— — i«— Does airy fancy cheat 

My mind well pleas'd with the deceit? 

I «eem to bear, I seem to move, 

And wander througl)i the happy grove, 

Where smooth springs flow, and murm'ring breeze 

Wantons through the waving trees. 

Crbbch. 
*sia, 
* Having lately readyour essay on The Pleasures 
of the Imagination, I was so taken with your 
> thoughts upon some of our English gardens, that 
. I cannot forbear troubling you with a letter upon 
that subject I am one, you must know^ who am 
looked upon as a humourist in gardening. I have 
several acres about hiy house, which I call my gar- 
den, and whidb « dtilM gardener would not know 
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what to callf It is, a confusiiHi of kitchen and.' 
partenre, orchard and flower garden, which lie s^ 
mixt and interwoven with one another, that if a fo- 
reigner, who had seen nothing of our country, should 
be conveyed into my garden at his first landing, he 
would look upon it as a natural wilderness, and one 
of the uncultivated parts of our country. My flowers 
grow up in several parts of the garden in the great* 
est luxuriancy and profusion. I am so far from beiag 
fond of any particular one, by reason of its rarity, 
that if I meet with any one in a field which pleases 
me, I give it a place in my garden. By this meana, 
when a stranger walks with me, he is surprised to 
see several large spots of ground covered with tea 
thousand different colours, and has often singled 
out flowers that he might have met with under a 
common hedge, in a field, or in a meadow, as some 
of the greatest beauties of the place* The only 
method I observe in this particular, is to range in 
the same quarter the products of the same season^ 
that they may make their appearance together, and 
compose a picture of the greatest variety. There 
is the same irregularity in my plantations, which 
run into as great ar wilderness as their natures will 
permit. I take in none that do not naturally re* 
joice in the soil ; and am pleased, when I am walk- 
ing in a labyrinth of my own rsusing, not to know,, 
whether the next tree I shall meet with, is an apple 
or an oak, an elm or a pear-tree. My kitchen has 
likewise its particular quarters assigned it; for^ 
besides the wholesome luxury which that place 
abounds with, I have always thought k kitchen-gar- 
den a more pleasant sight than the finest orangery,. 
or artifidal green-house. I love to see every thing^ 
in its perfection; and am more pleased to survey 
my rows of coleworts and cabbages, with a thousand 
nameless pot-herbs, springing up in their full 

c2 
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fraffrancy and verdare, than to see the tender plants 
of foreign countries kept alive by artificial heats, or 
withering in an air and soil that are not adapted to 
them. I mast not omit, that there is a fountain 
rising in the upper part of my garden, which forms 
alitue wandenng rill, and administers to the plea* 
sure, as well as the plenty of the place. I have so 
conducted it, that it visits most of my plantations : 
and have taken particular care to let it run in the 
same manner as it would do m an open field, so that 
it generally passes throughbanks of violets and prim- 
roses, plats of willow, or other plants, that seem to 
be of its own producing. There is another circum- 
stance in which I am very particular, or, as my neigh- 
bours call me, very whimsical : as my garden invites 
into it all the birds of the country^ by offering 
them the conveniency of springs and shades, soli- 
tude and shelter, I do not suffer any one to destroy 
their nests in the spring, or drive them from their 
usual haunts ifi fruit time; I value my garden 
more for being full of blackbirds than cherries, 
and very frankly give them fruit for their songs. .< 
By this means I have always the music of Uie 
season in its perfection, and am highly delighted 
to see the jay or the thrush hopping about my 
walks, and shooting before my eye across the se- 
veral little glades and alleys that I pass through. 
I think there are as many kinds of gat'dening as 
of poetry : your makers of parterres and flower- 
gardens are epigrammatists and sonneteers in this 
art; contrivers of bowers and grottos, treillages and 
cascades, are romance writers. Wise and London • 
are our heroic poets ; and if, as a critic, I may sin-' 
gle out any passage of their works to commend, I 
shall take notice of that part in the upper garden a^ 
Kensington, which was at first nothing but a gravel 
pit. It must have been a fine genius for gardening 
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that ceuld have thought of forming 9U€h |w 
unsightly hollow into so beautiful an area, and to 
have hit the eye with so uncommon and agreeable 
a scene as that which it is now brought into. To 
give this particular spot of ground the greater effect^ 
they have made a very pleasing cpntrast ; for, as on 
one side of the walk you see this hollow basin, with 
its several little plantations, lying so conveniently 
under the eye of the beholder, on the other side. of 
it there appears a seeming mount, made up of tree^ 
rising one higher than another in proportion as they 
approach the centre* A spectator, who has not 
heard this account of it, would think this circular 
mount was not only a real one, but that it had been 
actually scooped out of that hollow space which I 
have before mentioned. I never yet met with any 
one, who has walked^ in this garden, who was not 
struck with that part of it which I have here men-^ 
tioned. As for myself, you will &nd, by the account; 
which 1 have already given you, that my composi- 
tions in gardening are altogether after the Pindario 
manner, and run into the beautiful wildness of na- 
ture, without affecting the nicer eleganci^es of art. 
What I am now going to mention, will, perhaps, 
deserye your attention more than any thing I have 
yet said. I find that in the discourse which I spoke 
of at the beginning of my letter, you are against 
filling an English garden widi evergreens; and indeec) 
I am so far of your opinion, that I can by no mean^ 
think the verdure of an evergreen comparable to 
that whiph shoots out annually, and clothes oqr tree9 
in the summer reason. But I have often wondered 
that those wbo are like myself, an4 love tp live in 
gardens, have pevei? thought of contriving a winter 
garden, which should cpnsist of such trees only as 
never ccuit Uieir leaves. We have very often little 
fipatcbes of miisl^i^e and fi^ir weather in the iQost 

c3 
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uncomfortaUe parts of the year, and have frequently 
several days in November and January that are as 
agreeable as any in the finest months. At such times, 
therefore^ I think there could not be a greater plea, 
sure than to walk in such a winter garden as I have 
proposed* In the summer season the whole country 
blooms, and is a kind of garden ; for which reason 
we are not so sensible of those beauties that at this 
time mav be every where met with; but, when na- 
ture is in her desolation, and presents us with nothing 
but bleak and barren prospects, there is something 
unspeakably cheerful in a spot of ground which is 
covered irith trees that smile amidst all the rigors 
of winter,, and gives us a view of the most gay sea- 
son in the midst of that which is the most dead and 
melancholy. I have so far indulged myself in this 
thought, that I have set apart a whole acre of ground 
for the execution of it. The walls are covered with 
ivy instead of vines. The laurel, the hom<»beam, 
and the holly, with many other trees and plants of 
the same nature, grow so thick in it, that you can- 
not imagine a more lively scene. The glowing red- 
ness of Uie berries, with which thev are hung at this 
time, vies with the verdure of their leaves, and is apt 
to inspire the heart of the beholder with that vernal 
' delight which you have somewhere taken notice of in 
your former papers. It is very pleasant, at the same 
time, to see the several kinds of birds retiring into 
this little green spot, and enjoyingthemselves among 
the branches and foliage, when my great garden, 
which I have before mentioned to you, does not 
afford a single leaf for their shelter. 

* You must know, sir, that I look upon the plea- 
sure which we take in a garden as one of the most 
innocent delights in human life. A garden was the 
habitation of our first parents before the fall. It is 
naturally apt to fill the mind with calmness and 
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traQquilUty, and to lay all its turbulent passions at 
rest. It gives us a great insight into the contriyance 
and wisdom of Providence^ and su^ests innumera- 
ble subjects for meditation. I cannot but think the 
very complacency and satisfaction which aman takes 
in dbese works of nature to be a laudable, if not a vir- 
tuous, habit of mind. For all which reasons I hope 
you wiU pardon the length of my present letter* 

'lam, 
C. * Sir, &c.* 
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^iMNi penek arhUrinm eat, etjnt, ei fliorina— 

Hob. An. Poet. v. T2. 

Vtahioii, sole arbitreas of dress. 

* If &• SPECTATOR, 

* It happened lately that a friend of mine, who had 
many things to buy for his family, would oblige 
me to walk with him to the shops. He was very 
nice in his way, and fond of having every thing 
shewn ; which at first made me very uneasy ; but, as 
his humour still continued, the things which I had 
been atarine at along witl\ him began to fill my 
head, and led me into a set of amusing thoughts 
concerning them. 

* I fancied it must be very surprising to any one 
who enters intaadetail of fashions to consider how 
far the vanity of mankind has laid itself out in dress, 
what a prodigious number of people it maintains, 
and what a circulation of money it occasions. Pro- 
vidence in this case makes use of the folly which we 
wiU not give up, and it becomes instrumental to the 
support of those who are willing to labour. Hence 
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it is that fringe-makers, lacemenj tire-woiDen, and, 
a Bun^ber of other trades^ which would be \iseles.s in, 
a simple state of nature, draw their subsistence « 
though it is seldom seen that such as these are ex- 
tremely rich, because their original fault of being 
founded upon vanity, keeps them poor by the light 
inconstancy of its nature. The variableness of fa- 
shion turns the stream of business, which flows from 
it, now into one channel, and anon into another ; 
so that different sets of people sink or flourish ia 
their turns by it. 

* From the shops we retired to the tavern, where 
I found my friend express so much satisfaction for 
the bargains he had made, that my moral reflections 
(if I had told them) might have passed for a reproof ; 
so I chose rather to fall in with him, and let the 
discourse run upon the use of fashions. 

* Here we remembered how much man is go- 
verned by his senses, how lively he is struck by 
the objects which appear to him in an agreeable 
manner, how much clothes contribute to make qs 
agreeable objects, and how much we owe it to our- 
selves that we should appear so« 

' We considered man as belonging to societi^^ ; 
societies as formed of different ranks; and different 
ranks distinguished by habits, that all proper duty 
or respect might attend their appearance. 

< We took notice of several advantages which are 
met with in the occurrences of cqnversatipn ; how 
the bashful man has been sometimes so raised, as to 
express himself with an air of freedom^ when he 
imagines that his habit introduces him to company 
,with a becoming manner; and again, ho^/ a foci 
in fine clothes shall be suddenly heard with att^« 
lion, till he has betrayed himself; whereas a man of 
sense, appearing with a dress of negligence, sh^Jl be 
but coldly received till he b^ proved by tun^i and 
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estabtiflhed in a character. Such things as these -we 
could recollect to have happened to our own know- 
ledge so very often, that we concluded the author 
haoiiis reasons, who advises his son to go in dress 
rather above his fortune than under it 

'At last the subject seemed so considerable, that 
it was proposed to have areposttorybuiltfor fashions, 
as there are chambers for medals and other rarities. 
The building may be shaped as that which standi 
among the pyramids, in the form of a woman's head. 
This may be raised upon pillars, whose ornaments 
shall bear a just relation to the design. Thus there 
may be an imitation of fringe carved in the base, a 
sort of appearance of lace in the frieze, and a re- 
presentation of curling locks, with bows of ribbon 
sloping over them, may fill up the work of the cor- 
nice. The inside may be divided into two apart- 
ments appropriated to each sex. The apartments 
may be filled with shelves, on which boxes are to 
stand as regularly^ as books in a library. Thesei 
are to have folding-doors, which being opened, you 
are to behold a baby dressed out in some fashion* 
which has flourished, and standing upon a pedestal, 
where the time of its reign is marked down. For its: 
further regulation, let it be ordered, that every one 
who invents a fashion ^hnll bring in his box, whose- 
front he may at pleasure have either worked or painted 
with some amorous or gay device, that, like books 
with gilded leaves and covers, it may the sooner draw 
the eyes of the beholders. And to the end that these 
may be preserved with all due care, let there be a 
keeper appointed, who shall be a gentleman qualified 
witn a competent knowledge in clothes, so that by 
this means the place will be a comfortable support 
for some beau who has spent his estate in dressing. 
t < The reasons offered by which we expected to 
gain the approbation of the public, were as follow : 
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' First, That . every oiua who is considerable ^ 
enott§ph to be a mode, and has any imperfectian of 
nature or chance, which it is possible to hide by the 
advantage of clothes, may, by coming to this repo- . 
sitory, be furnished herself, and furnish all, who are 
under the same misfortune, with the most agreeable 
manner of concealing it : and that, on the other 
side, every one, who has any beauty in fece or 
shape, may also be furnished with Ihe most agree- 
able manner of shewing it. v 

^ Secondly, That whereas some of our young 
gentlemen who travel giveusgreatreasonto suspect 
that they only go abroad to make or improve a fancy 
for dress, a project of this nature may be a means to 
keep them at home ; which is in e&ct the keeping 
of so much money in the kingdom. And perhaps 
the balance of fashion in Europe, which now leans 
upon the side of France, may be so altered for the 
future, that it may become as common with French- • 
men to come to England for their finishing stroke of - 
breeding, as it has been for Englishmen to go to ^ 
France for it. 

^ Thirdly, Whereas several great scholars, who- 
might have been otherwise useful to the world, have 
spent their time in studying to describe the dresses 
of the ancients from dark hints, which they are fain 
to interpret and support with much learning : it will 
from henceforth happen that they shall be freed 
from the trouble, and the world from useless volumes. 
This project will be a registry, to which posterity 
may have recourse, for the clearing such obscure 
passages as tend that way in authors ; and therefore . 
we shall not for the future submit ourselves to the< 
learning of etymology, which might persuade the 
age to come that the farthingale was worn for cheap- 
nesSf or the furbelow for warmth. 

^ Fourthly, whereas they, who are old themselves^ 
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hxTie often a way of railing at the extravagance 
of youth, and the whole age in which their children 
live; it is hoped that this ill htimour will be 
much suppres9ed, when we can have recourse to 
the fashions of their times, produce them in oiir vin- 
dication, and be able to shew that it might have 
been as expensive in queen Elizabeth^s time only to 
wash and quill a ruff, as it is now to buy cravats or 
neck-handkerchiefs. 

' We desire also to have it taken notice of, that be- 
cause we would shew a particular respect to fo- 
' reisers, which may induce them to perfect their 
breeding here in a knowledge which is very proper 
for pretty gentlemen, we have conceived the motto 
for the house in the learned language. There is to 
be a picture ov^ the door, with a looking-glass and 
a dressing-chair in the middle of it; Uien on one 
side are to be seen, above bne another, patch-boxes, 
pin-cushions, and little botdes; oni the other, pow- 
der-bags, puffs, combs, and brushes ; beyond these, 
swords with 6ne knots, whose points are hidden, 
and fans almost closed^ with the handles downward, 
are to stand out interchangeably from the sides, 
until tiiey meet at the top, and form a semi-cirde 
over the rest of the figures ; beneath all, the writing 
is to 'turn iti this pretty sounding manner : 

**ji4e$tet O quotquot sunt. Veneres, Qratite, Cupidines, 
Bn whU adtunt in promptu 
. Faice$^ vineulajtpiettlii 
Hinc eUgUCf aumitCfregUe.^* 
" All ye Venoses,. Graces, and Cupids attend: 
See, iirepared to your hands, 
Darts, torches, and bands : 
Tom weapoiiB iiere ohoose, awl your empire extend.* 

^ 1 am. Sir. * 
' YovBt most humble servant. 

The proposal of my correspondent! cannot but 
look upon asiin ingenious method of placingpersons 
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(whose parts make them ambitiQus to exert them- 
selves ia frivolous things) in a rank by themselves. 
In order to this, I would propose that there b^ a 
board of directors of the fashionable society; and^ 
because it is a matter of too much weight for a pri- 
vate man to determine alone, I should be highly 
obliged to my correspondents if they would give in 
lists of persons qualified for this trust. If the chief 
coffee-houses, the conversations of which places are 
carried on by persons, each of whom has his little 
. number of followers and admirers^ would name from 
among themselves two or three to be inserted, they 
should be put up with great faithfulness.. Oldbeaiix 
are to be represented in the first place; but as 
that sect, with relation to dress, is almost extinct, 
it will, I fear, be absolutely necessary to take in all 
time-servers, properly so deemed; that is, such as 
without any conviction of conscience, or view of 
interest, change with the world, and that merely 
from a terror of being out of fashion. Such also, 
who fi-om facility of temper, and too much obsequi- 
ousness, are vicious against their will, and follow 
leaders whom they do not approve, for want of cou- 
Kage to go their own way, are capable persons for 
this superintendency. Those who are loth to grow 
old, or would do any thing contrary to the course 
and order of things, out of fondness to be in fashion, 
are proper candidates. To conclude, those who are 
in fashion without apparent merit, must be supposed 
to have latent qualities, which would appear in a 
post of direction ; and therefore are to be regarded 
m forming these lists ^ Any, who shall be pleased 
according to these, or what further qualifications 
may occur to himself, to send a list, is desired to da 
it within fourteen days after this date. 

N. B. The place of the physician to this society, 
according to the last-mentioned qualification, ia 
ahready engaged. T» . 
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N* 479. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1712. 

Darejura maritis. 

Hob. Ais. Poet. 398. 

To regulate the matrimonial life. 

Many are the epistles I every day receive from 
husbands who complain of vanity, pride, but, above 
all, ill nature in their wives. I cannot tell how it 
is, but I think I see in all their letters that the cause 
of their uneasiness is in themselves; and indeed I 
have hardly ever observed the married condition 
unhappy, but for want of judgment or temper in 
the man. The truth is, we generally make love in 
a style and with sentiments very unfit for ordinary 
life: they are half theatrical, half romantic. By 
this means we raise our imaginations to what is 
not to be expected in human life ; and, because we 
did not beforehand think of the creature we are 
enamoured of, as subject to dishumour, age, 
sickness, impatience, or sullenness, but altogether 
considered her as the object of joy; human nature 
itself is often imputed to her as her particular 
imperfection, or defect. 

1 take it to be a rule, proper to be observed in all 
occurrences of life, but more especially in the do- 
mestic,' or matrimonial part of it, to preserve always 
a disposition to be pleased. This cannot be sup- 
ported but by considering things in their right light, 
and as Nature has formed them, and not as our 
own fancies or appetites would ' have them. He 
then who took a young lady to his bed, with no 
other consideration than the expectation of scenes 
of dalliance, and thought of her (as I said before) 
only as she was to administer to the gratification of 
desire ; as that desire flags, will, without her fault, 

VOL. VII. D 
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think her charms and her merit abated ; from hence 
most follow indifference, dislike, peeyishness, and 
rage* But the man who brings his reason to sup- 

I>ort his passion, and beholds what he loves, as 
iable to all the calamities of human life both in 
body and mind, and even at the best what must 
bring upon him new cares, and new relations ; such 
a lover, I say, will form himself accordingly, and 
adapt his mind to the nature of his circumstances. 
This latter person will be prepared to be a father^ 
a iriend, an advocate, a steward for people yet un-^ 
bom, and has proper affections ready for every in* 
cident in the marriage state. Such a man can hear 
the cries of children with pity instead of anger ; and, 
when they run over his head, he is not disturbed at 
their noise, but is glad of their mirth and health. 
Tom Trusty has told me, that he thinks it doubles 
his attention to the most intricate affair he is about, 
to hear his children, for whom all his cares are ap^ 
plied, make a nOise in the next roomt on the o.ther 
side. Will Sparkish cannot put on his periwig, or 
adjust his cravat at the glass, for the noise of those 
damned nurses and squalling brats ; and then ends 
with a gallant reflection upon the comforts of matri- 
mony, runs out of the hearing, and drives to the 
chocolate-house* 

According as the husband is disposed in himself, 
every circumstance of his life is to give him torment 
or pleasure. When the affection is well placed, 
and is supported by the considerations of duty, 
honour, and friendship, which are in the highest 
^gree engaged in this alliance, there can nothing 
rise in the common course of life, or from the blows or 
favours of fortune, in which a man will not find mat- 
ters of some delight, unknown to a single condition. 
He that sincerely loves his wife and family, and 
studies to improve that affection in himself, con* 
ceives pleasure from the most indifferent things ; 



N»479. SF£CTATO]U _ JT 

ndiile the mtoried maa, h^q has not bid adiea to 
the fashioDs and false gallantries of the town, iapeib- 
plexed ivith every thing around him. In both these 
cases men cannot, indeed, make a sillier figure, than 
in repeating such pleasures and pains to the rest of 
the world ; but I speak of them only, as they sit 
upon those who are involved in them. As I visit 
all sorts of people, I cannot indeed but smile, when 
the good lady tells her husband what extraordinary 
things the child spoke since he went out. No 
longer than yesterday I was prevailed with to go 
home with a fond husband; and his wife told him^ 
that his son, of his own head, when the clock in the 
pariour struck two, said papa would come home to 
dinner presently. Whik the father has him in a 
rapture in his arms, and is drowning him with 
kisses, the wife tells me he is butjust four years old* 
Then tbey both struggle for him, and bring him up 
to me, and repeat his observation of two o'clock. I 
was called upon, by looks mpon the child, and then 
at me, to say something : and I told the fother that 
this remark of the infant of his coming home, aiid* 
joining the time with it, was a certain indication that 
he would be a great historian and chronologer. They 
are neither of them fools, yet received my compli- 
ment with great acknowledgment of my prescience, 
I fared very well at dinner, and heard many other 
notable sayings of their heir, which would have 
given very little entertainment to one less turned to 
reflection than I was : but it was a pleasing specula- 
tion to remark on the happiness of a life, in which 
things of no moment give occasion of hope, self* 
sati&ction, and triumph. On the other hand, I 
have known an ill-natured coxcomb, who has hdrdly 
improved in any thing but bulk, for want of thia 
disposition, silence the whole family as a set of siBy 
women and children, for recounting things which 
were really above his own capacity. 
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When I say all thi9, I cannot deny b«t tiiere ave 
perverse jades that fall to men's lots, with whom it 
requires more than common proficiency in philoso*- 
phy to be able to live. When these are joined to> 
men of warm spirits, without temper or learning, 
they are frequently corrected with stripes; but one 
of our famous lawyers* is of opinion, that this ought 
to be used sparingly ; as I remember, those are his> 
very words: but as it is proper to draw some 
spiritu^ use out of all afflictions, I should rather re^ 
commend to those who are visited with women of 
spirit, to form themselves for the world by patience 
at home. Socrates, who is by all accounts the- 
undoubted head of the sect of the hen-pecked^ 
owned and acknowledged that he owed great part of 
his virtue to the exercise which his useful wife 
constantly gave it. There are several good instruc- 
tions may be drawn from his wise answers to the 
people of less fortitude^than himself on this subject.. 
A fnend, with indignation, asked how so good a man 
could live with so violent a creature ? He observed 
to him, that they who learn to keep a good seat on 
horseback, mount the least manageable they can 
get; and, when they have mastered them^ they are 
sure never to be discomposed on the backs of steeds 
less restive. At several times, to different persons, 
on the same subject he has said, * My dear friend». 
you are beholden to Xantippe, that I bear so well 
your flying out in a dispute. To another, < My hen 
clacks very much, but she brings me chickens. They 
that live in a trading street are not disturbed at the 
passage of carts.' I would have, if possible, a wise 
man be contented with his lot, even with a shrew ; 
for, though he cannot make her better, he may, yoa 
see, make himself better by her means. 

But, instead of pursuing my design of displaying 
conjugal love m its natural beauties and attractions^ 

• BiaotoB. 
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I am got into tales to the disadvantage of that state 
of life. I must say, therefore, that I am verily per- 
suadedy that whatever is delightful in human life is 
to be enjoyed in greater perfection in the married 
than in the single condition. He that has this pas- 
sion in perfection, in occasions of joy, can say to 
himself, besides his own satisfaction, ' How happy 
will this make my wife and children!' Upon occur- 
rences of distress, or danger, can comfort himself,- 
* But all this while my wife and children are safe/ 
There is something in it, that doubles satisfactions, 
because others participate them ; and dispels a£Bic- 
tions, because others are exempt from them. All 
who are married without this relish of their circum- 
stance are in either a tasteles indolence and negli. 
gence which is hardly to be attained, or else live in 
the hourly repetition of sharp answers, eager up* 
braidings, and distracting reproaches. In a word, 
the manied state, with and without the affection 
suitable to it, is the completest image of heaven and 
hell we are capable ofrecemag in this life, 

—.«»»»» T, 
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Responsare eupidinibus, eontemnere h'onoret 
Fortu/, et in seipso totus teres atqne rotundm. 

Ho«. 2 Sat Tii. 9S. 

He,, sir, is proof to grandetir, pride, or pelf. 

And, greater stttl, he's master of himself: 

Not to and fro, by fears and faotioos burl'd. 

But loose to all the interests of the world; 

And yirhile the world turns round, entire and whole^ 

He keeps the saaed tenour of his soul. 

PlTtl 

Thk other day, looking over those old manuscripts 
of which I have formerly given some account, imd 
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which relate to the character of the mighty Phara- 
mond of France, and the close friendship between 
him and his friend Eucrate, I foand among the 
letters, which had been in the custody of the latter, 
an epistle from a country gentleman to Pharamond, 
wherein he excuses himself from comin? to court. 
The gentleman, it seems, was contented with ni8 
condition, had formerly been in the king's service ; 
but at the writing the following letter, had, from 
leisure and reflection, quite another sense of things- 
than that which he had in the more active part of hi» 
life. 

Monsieur Ckezhty to PharamontL 

^ DREAD SIB, 

'I HAVE from your own hand (inclosed 
under the cover of Mr. Eucrate, of your miyesty*s 
bed-chamber) a letter which invites me to court. 
I understand this great honor to be done me 
out of respect and inclination to me, rather than 
regard to your own service; for which reason I 
beg leave to lay before your majesty my reasons for 
decHniug to depart from home; and will not doubt 
but as your motive in desiring my attendance was to 
make me a happier man, when you think that will 
not be effected by my remove, you will permit me 
to stay where I am. Those who have an ambition 
to appear in courts, have either an opinion that 
their persons or their talents are particularly formed 
for the service or ornament of that place ; or else 
are hurried by downright desire of gain, or what 
they call honor, to take upon themselves whatever 
the generosity of their master can give them oppor- 
tunities to grasp at. But your goodness shall not 
be thus imposeduponby me : I will therefore confess 
to you, that frequent solitude, and long conversa- 
tion with such who know no arts which polish life, 
have made me the plainest creature in your domi- 
nions. Those less capacities of moving with a good 
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grace^ bearing a ready affability to all around me, 
and acting with ease before many, have quite left 
me. I am come to that, with regard to my person, 
that I consider it only as a machine I am obliged to 
take care of, in order to enjoy my soul in its facul- 
ties with.alacrity; well remembering that this habi- 
tation of clay will in a few years be a meaner 
piece of earth than any utensil about my house* 
When this is, as it really is, the most frequent re- 
flection I have, you will easily imagine how well I 
should become a drawing-room ; add to this, what 
shall a man without desires do about the generous 
Pharamond ? Monsieur Eucrate has hinted to me, 
that you hare thoughts ofdistinguishingme with 
titles. As for myself, in the temper of my present 
mind, appellations of honor would but embarrass 
discourse, and new behaviour towards me, perplex 
me in every habitude of life. I am also to acknow- 
ledge to you, that my children, of whom your 
majesty condescended to inquire, are all of them 
mean, both in their persons and genius. The 
estate my eldest son is heir to, is more than he can 
enjoy with a good grace. My self-love will not 
carry me so far as to impose upon mankind the 
advancement of persons (merely for their being 
related to me) into high distinctions, who ought for 
their own saJces, as well as that of the public, to 
affect obscurity. I wish, my generous prince, as it 
is in your power to give honors and offices, it were 
also to give talents suitable to them; were it so, the 
noUe Pharamond would reward the zeal of my 
youth with abilities to do him service in my age. 

* Those who accept of favour without merit, sup- 
port themselves in it at the expense of your ma- 
jesty. Give me leave to tell you, sir, this is the 
reason that we in the country hear so often repeated 
the word prerogative. That part of your law which 
is reserved in yourself, for the readier service and 
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good of the public, slight men are eternally buzzing 
in our ears, to cover their owa follies and miscar-* 
riages. It would be an addition to the high favour 
you have done me, if you would let Eucrate send 
^e jvord how often, and in what cases, you allow a 
constable to insist upon the prerogative. From the 
highest to the lowest officer in your dominions, 
something of their own carriage they would exempt 
from examination, under the . shelter of the word 
prerogative. I would fain, most noble Pharamond, 
see one of your officers assert your prerogative by 
good and gracious actions. When is it used to help 
the afflicted, to rescue the innocent, to comfort the 
stranger? Uncommon methods, apparently under- 
taken to attain worthy ends^ would never make 
power invidious. You see, sir, I talk to you with 
tlie freedom your noble nature approves in all whom 
you admit to your conversation. 

'But to return to your majesty^s letter, I humbly 
conceive that all distinctions are useful to men, only 
as they are to act in public ; and it would be a ro- 
mantic madness for a man to be a lord in his closet. 
Nothing can be honourable to a man apart from the 
world, but the reflection upon worthy actions ; and 
he that places honour in a consciousness of well'* 
doing, will have but little relish for any outward ho* 
mage that is paid him, since what gives him distinc- 
tion to himself, cannot come within the observation 
of his beholders. Thus all the words of lordship, 
honour, and grace, are only repetitions to a man that 
the king has ordered him to b^ called so; but no 
evidences that there is any thing in himself, that 
would give the man, who applies to him, those ideas, 
without the creation of his master. 

* I have, most noble Pharamond, all honours and 
all titles in your own approbation : I triumph in them 
as they are your gift, I refuse them as they are to 
give me the observation of others. Indulge me, my 
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noble maflter, in tlus chastity of renown; let me 
know myself in the favour of Pnaramond ; and look 
down upon the applause of the people. I am, 
* In all duty and loyalty, 
'Your majesty's most obedient 
^ subject and servant, 

*JEAN CHEZLUY.* \ 
* SIR, 

M NEED not tell with what disadvantages 
men of low fortunes and great modesty come into 
the wcMrld; what wrong measures their diffidence 
of themselves, and fee^ of effending, often oblige 
them to take ; and what a pity it is that their great, 
est virtues and qualities, that should soonest 
recommend them^ are the main obstacle in the way 
of their preferment. 

' Thisy sir, is my case; I was bred at a country 
school, where I learned Latip and Greek. The 
misfortanes of my family forced me up to town 
where a profession of the politer sort has protected 
me against infamy and- want. I am now clerk to a 
lawyer, and, in times of vacancy and recess from 
business, have made myself master ot Italian and 
French ; and though the progress I have made in 
my business has gained me reputation enough for 
one of my standing, yet my mind suggests to me 
every day, that it is not upon that foundation I am 
to build my fortune. 

< The person I have my present dependence upon, 
has it in his nature, as well as in his power, to ad- 
vance me, by recommending me to a gentleman 
that is going beyond sea in a public employment. I 
know the printing this letter would point me out to 
those I want confidence to speak to, and I hope it 
is not in your power to refuse making any body 
happy. 

geptenber 9, ITU. ' Yours, &c. 

T. * M. D.' . 
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Compo$itU8 melius cum Biiko Baeehiufi, In jus 
Acres procurrunt' • < t 

HoR. Sat. 1. vii. 19. 

Who shall decide when doctors disagree. 
And soundest casuists doubt tike you aad me? 

POFK. 

It is sometimes pleasant eoGBgh to consider tbe^ 
different; notions which different persons have of the 
same thing. If men of low condition very oft^n jet 
a value on things which are not prized by those 
who are i^ a higher station of life, there are many 
things these esteem which are in no value among^; 
persons of an inferior r^nk. Common people are, in 
particular, very much astonished wheA they hieait 
of those i^olemn contests and debates, which are. 
made among the great upon the punctilios of a pub^' 
lie ceremony ; and wonder to hear that any busi- 
ness. ofvconsequence should be retarded by those, 
little circumstances, which they re^nresent to them- 
selves as triflipg and insignificemt. I am mightily, 
pleased with a pater's decision in one of Mr. 
Southern's plays, which is founded upon that fine 
distress of a virtuous woman'& marrying a second 
husband, while her first was yet living. The first 
husband, who was supposed to have been dead, 
returning to his house.v after a long absence, raises a 
noble perplexity for the tragic part of the play. In 
the mean while the nurse and the porter conferring 
upon the difficulties that would ensue in such acaae» 
honest Samson thinks the matter may be easily de- 
cidedy and solves it very judiciously by the old pro* 
verb, that, if his first master be still living, * tlie man 
must have his mare again.' There is nothing in 
my time which has so much surprised and 
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eonfoanded the greatest part of my honest country* 
men, as the present controversy between Count 
Rechteren and Monsieur Mesnager, which employs 
the wise heads of so many nations, and holds all 
the affairs of Europe in suspense. 

Upon my going into a coffee-house yesterday, and 
lending an ear to the next table, which was encom-' 
passed with a circle of inferior politicians, one of 
them, after having read over the news very atten- 
tively, broke out into the following remarks: • I 
am afraid/ says he, ' this unhappy rupture between 
the footman at Utrecht will retard the peace of 
Christendom. I tnsh the pope may not be at the 
bottom of it. His holiness has a very good hand 
at fomenting a division, as the poor Swiss cantons 
have lately experien^d to their cost. If Monsieur 
Wbat-d'ye call-him*s domestics will not come to an 
accommodation, I do not know how the quarrel can 
be ended b^t by a religions war.' 

* Why truly/ says a wiseacre that sat by him 
* were I as the king of France, I would scorn to take 
part with the footmen of either side : here's all the 
business of £ur6pe stands still, because Monsieur 
Mesnager's man has had his head broke. If Count 
Rectrtua* had given them a pot of ale after it, all 
would have been well, without any of this bustle; 
but they say he's a warm man, and does not care to 
be made mouths at/ 

U^konthis, one that had held- his tongue hitherto, 
began to exert himself; declaring, < that he was very 
well pleased the plenipotentiaries of our Christian 
princes took this matter into their serious consi- 
deration; for that lackeys were never so saucy and 
pragmatical as they are now^a-days, and that he 
shonldlie glad to see them taken down in the trea- 
ty of peace, if it might be done without prejudioa 
b the linMittf airs/ 

• Coast Rechterafl. 
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One who sat at the other end of the taUe, and 
seemed to be in the interests of the French king, 
told them, that they did not take the matter right^ 
for that his most GhristiaD majesty did not resent 
this matter because it was an injury done to Mon- 
sieur Mesnager's footman ; ^ for/ says he, ^ what 
are Monsieur Mesnager's footmen to him ? but b^ 
cause it was done to his subjects. Now/ says he, 
' let me tell you, it would look very odd for a sub- 
ject of France to have a bloody nose, and his sove- 
reign not to take notice of it. He is obliged in 
honour to defend his people against hostilities ; and 
if the Dutch will be so insolent to a crowned head, 
as in any wise to cuff or kick those who are under 
his protection, I think he is in the right to call 
them to an account for it/ 

This distinction set the controversy upon a new 
foot, and seemed to be very well approved by most /^ 
that heard it, until a little warm iellow, who had 
declare himself a friend to the house of Austria, 
fell roost unmercifully upon his Gallic majesty, as 
encouraging his subjects to make mouths at their 
betters, and afterwards screening them from the 
pu&ishment that was due to theu* insolence. To 
which he added, that the French nation was so ad- 
dicted to grimace* that, if there was not a stop put 
to it at the general congress, there would be no 
walking the streets for them in a time of peace, 
especially if they continued masters of the West 
Indies. The little man proceeded with a great 
deal of w£urmth, declaring, that, if the allies were of 
his mind, he would oblige the French king to bum. 
his gallies, and tolerate the protestant Teligion in 
his dominions, before he would sheath his sword. 
He concluded with calling Monsieur Meshager an 
insignificant prig. 

"Die dispute was now growing very warm, and 
one does not know where it would have ended, had 
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not a young man of about one-and-twenty, who 
seems to have been brought up with an eye to the 
law, taken the debate into his hand, and given it as 
his opinion, that neither Count Rechteren nor Mon- 
sieur Mesnager had behaved themselves right in 
this afikir. ^ Count Rechteren/ says he, * should 
have made afRdavit that his servants had deen af- 
fronted, and then Monsieur Mesnager would have 
done him justice, by taking away their liveries from 
them, or some other way that he might have thought' 
the most proper; for, let me tell you, if a man make 
a mouth at me, I am not to knock the teeth out of 
it for his pains. Then again, as for Monsieui' 
Mesnager, upon his servants being beaten, why, he 
might have had his action of assault and battery. 
But as the case now stands, if you will have my 
opinion, I think they ought to bring it to referees.* 
I heard a great deal more of this conference,' but 
I must confess with little edification ; for all I could 
learn at last from these honest gentleman, was, that 
the matter in debate was of too high a nature for 
such heads as theirs, or mine, to comprehend. 
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VloriferU nt apes in saltilus omnia libant. 

LucR. iii. 11. 

As from the sweetest flower the lab'ring bee 
Extracts Iter precious sweets. 

Crbbch. 

Whem I have published any single paper that falls 
in with the pcmular taste, and pleases more than 
ordinary, it always brings me in a great return 
of letters. My Tuesday's discourse, wherein I 
gave sevetxd admonitions to the fraternity of the 
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hen-pecked, has already produced very many corres- 
pondents; the reason I cannot guess at^ unless it be, 
that such a discourse is of general use, and every 
man'ied man's money* An honest tradesman, who 
dates his letter from Cheapside, sends me thanks in 
the name of a club, who, he tells me, meet as often 
as their wives will give them leave, and stay toge- 
ther till they are sent for home. He informs me 
that my paper has administered great consolation to 
their whole club, and desires me to give some fur« 
ther account of Socrates, and to acquaint them in 
whose reign he lived, whether he was a citizen or a 
courtier, whether he buried Xantippe, with many 
other particulars : for that, by his sayings, he ap-f 
pears to have beep a very wise m£ui, and a good 
Christian. Auother, who writes himself Benjamin 
Bamboo, tells me that being coupled with a shrew, 
he had endeavoured to taine her by such lawful 
Cleans as those which I mentioned in my last Tues-* ' 
day's paper, and that in his wrath he had often gone 
further than Bracton allows in those cases; but 
that for the future he was resolved to bear it like 
a man of temper and learning, and consider her only 
as one who lives iu his house to teach him philoso- 
phy. Tom Dapperwit says, that he agrees with me 
in that whole discourse, excepting on^y the last 
sentence, where I affirm the married state to be 
either a heaven or a hell, Tom has beep at the 
charge of a penny upon this occasion to tell me^ 
that, by his experience, it is neither one nor the 
other, but rather that middle kind of state, com- 
inonly known by the name of purgatory. 

The fair sex have likewise obliged me with their 
reflections upon the ^ame discourse. A lady who 
calls herself Euterpe, and seems a woman of letteiv, 
fisks m^ whether I am for establishing the Salio 
iaw in every family, and why it is not fit that s^ 
WQm^^a who has discre(jion and learning, should sit 
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at the helm, when the husband is weak sihd illiterate? 
Another, of a quite contrary character subscribes 
herself Xantippe, and tells me that she follows the 
example of her namesake ; for being married to a 
bookish man, who has no knowledge of the world, 
she is forced to take their affairs into her Own 
hands, and to spirit hith up now and thei\ that he 
may not grow musty, and unfit for conversation. 

After this abridgment of some letters which are 
come to my hands upon this occasion^ i shall pub* 
iish one of them at large* 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* You have given us a lively picture of 
that kind of husband who comes under the denomi« 
nation of the henpecked; but I do not remember 
that you have ever touched upon one that is of the 
qaite dttfetent character, and who, in several 
places of England, .goes by the name of *^ a cot<» 
queen." I have the misfortune to be joined for life 
with one of this character, who in reality Is mote a 
woman than I am. He was bred up under the 
tuition of a tender mother, till she had made him as 
good a housewife as herself. He could preiserve 
apricots, and make jellies, before he had been two 
years out of the nursery. He was nev^r suffered to 
go abroad for fear of catching cold; when he 
should have been hunting down a buck, he was by 
his mother^s side learning how to season it, or put 
it in crust; and was making paper boats with his 
sisters, at an age when other young gentleman are 
crossing the seas, or travellinginto foreign countries. 
He has the whitest hand that you ever saw in your 
life, and raises paste better than any woman in Eng- 
land. These qualifications make him a sad husband. 
He is perpetually in the kitchen, and has a thou- 
Mod squabbles with the coo^-maid. He is better 
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acquainted with the milk score than his steward's 
accounts* I fret to death when I hear him find 
fault with a dish that is not dressed to his likings 
and instructing his friends that dine with him in 
the best pickle for a walnut, or sauce for a haunch 
of venison. With all this he is a very good-natured 
husband, and never fell out with me in his life but 
once, upon the over-roasting of a dish of wild fowl. 
At die same time I must own, I would rather he 
was a man of a rough temper, that would treat me 
harshly sometimes, than of such an efienunatebusy 
nature, ia a province that does not belong to him. 
Sincd you have given us the character of a wife who 
wears the breeches, pray say something of a husband 
that wears the petticoat. Why should not a female 
character be as ridiculous in a man, as a male 
character in one of our sex ? 
O. *Iam,&c? 
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Nee deua intertit, nM dignwt viadiee n^dns 

Ineiderit 

QoR. Ars Poet. ?er 191. 

Never presume to fflake . a god appear, 
Bat for a business woitliy of a god. 

RoscotttaoN. 

We cannot be guilty of a greater act of unchari* 
tableness than to interpret the afflictions which be- 
fall our neighbours as punishments and judgments% 
It aggravates the evik to him who suffers*, when he 
looks upon himself as the mark of divine vengeance^ 
and abates the compassion of those towards him 
who regard him in so dreadful a light. This hu^ 
mour,of turning «very misfortune into ajudgm^n^^ 
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proceeds from wrong notions of religion^ which in its 
own nature produces good-will towards men, and 
pats the mildest construction upon every accident 
that befalls them. In this case, therefore, it is not 
religion that sours a man's temper, but it is his 
temper that sours his, religion. People of gloomy 
uncheerful imaginations, or of envious malignant 
tempers, whatever kind of life they are engaged 
in, will discover their natural tincture of mind in 
all their thoughts, words, and actions. As the finest 
wines have often the taste of the soil, so even the 
most religious thoughts often draw something that 
is particular from the constitution of the mind iii 
which they arise. When folly or superstition strike 
in with this natural depravity of temper^ it is not 
in the power, even of religion itself, to preserve the 
character of the person who is possessed with it> 
from appearing highly absurd and ridiculous. 

An old maiden gentlewoman, whom I shall con* 
real under the name of NesimuS) is the greatest 
discoyerei' of judgments that I have met with^ 
She can tell you what sin it was that set such a 
man*8 house on fire, or blew down his barns. Talk 
to her of an unfortunate young lady that lost het 
beauty by the small-^pox, she fetches a deep sigh, 
and tells you, that when she had a fine face she 
was always looking on it in her glass. Tell her of 
a piece of good fortune that has befallen one of her 
acquaintance, and she wishes it may prosper with 
her, but her mother used one of her nieces very 
barbarously. Her usual remarks turn upon peo'<- 
ple who had great estates, but never enjoyed them 
oy reason of some flaw in their own or their father's 
behaviour. She can give you the reason why such 
an one died childless ; why such an one was cut off 
in the flower of his youth; why $uch an one was 
unhappy in her marriage; why one broke his leg on 
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such a Mrticttlar spot of gpround; and why anotfiet 
was killed with a backniwotrd, rather than with any 
other kind of weapon. She has a crime for every 
misfortune that can befltll any of her acquaintance ; 
and when she hears of a robbery that has been 
made, or a murder that has been committed, en- 
larges more on the guilt of the sufifering person, 
than on that of the thief, or the assassin. In short, 
she is so good a Christian, that whatever happens 
to herself is a trial, and whatever happens to heir 
neighbours is a judgment. 

The very description of this folly, in ordinary life, 
is sufficient to expose it : but, when it appears in a 
pomp and dignity of style, it is very apt to amuse 
and terrify the mind of the reader. Herodotus and 
Plutarch very often apply their judgments as imper- 
tinently as the old woman I have before mentioned, 
though their manner of relating them makes the fol- 
ly itself appear venerable. Indeed, mos t historians, 
as well Christian as Pagan, have fallen into this 
idle superstition, and spoken of ill success, un- 
foreseen disasters, and terrible events, as if they 
had been let into the secrets of Providence, and 
made acquainted with that private conduct by 
which the world is governed. One would think 
«everalofour own historians in particular had many 
revelations of this kind made to them. Our old 
English monks seldom let any of their kings depart 
in peace, who had endeavoured to diminish the pow- 
er or wealth of which the ecclesiastics were in those 
times possessed* William the Conquerer's race ge- 
nerally found their judgments in the New Forest, 
where their father had pulled down their churches 
and monasteries. In short, read one of the chronic 
cles written by an author of this frame of mind, and 
you would think you were reading a history of the 
kings of Israefor Judahj where the historians were 
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actually inspired^ and where, by a partieuhtP Seheme 
of Providence^ the kings were distiBgUishedf by 
judgments or blessings^ according as they pro-* 
moted idolatry, or the worship of the true God. 

I cannot b«it look upon this manner of judging 
upon misfortunes, not only to be very uncharitable 
in regard to the person on whom they fall j but yery 
inresumptuousin regard to him who is supposed to 
mflict them. It is a strong argument for a state of 
retribution hereafter, that in this world virtuous per- 
sons are yery often unfortunate, and vicious persons 
prosperous ; which is wholly repugnant to the nature 
of a Being who appears infinitely wise and good in 
all his works, unless we may suppose that such a 
promiscuous and undistinguishing distribution of 
good and evil, which was necessary for carrying on 
the designs of Providence in this life, will be recti- 
fied, and made amends for, in another. We are 
not therefore to expect that fire should fall from 
heayen in the ordinary course of Providence ; nor^ 
when we see triumphant guilt or depressed virtue in 
particnlar persons, that Omnipotence will make bare 
ids holy arm in the defence of the one, or punishment 
of the other. It is sufficient that there is a day set 
apart for the hearing and requiting of both, accord^ 
ing to their respectiye merits. 

The folly of ascribing temporal judgments ix3i any 
particular crimes, may appear from several con- 
siderations. I shall only mention two. First, that, 
generally speaking, there is no calamity or affli<ition, 
wbidiiB supposed to have happened as a judgment 
to aviciousman^ which does not sometimes happen 4 

to men of approved religion and virtue. When I^a- 
floras the atheist was on board one of the Athenian 
ships, there arose a very violent tempest : upon 
which, the mariners told him, that it was a just 
judgment upon them for having taken so impious a 
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maa Onbosurd* Diagoras be^ed them to look upon 
the rest of the ships that were in the same distress, 
and asked them whether or no Diagoras was on 
board every ves^l in the fleet. We are all involved 
in the same calamities, and subject to the same ac- 
cidents, and, when we see any of the same species 
under any particular oppression, we should look 
upon it as arising from the common lot of human 
nature, rather than from the guilt of the person who 
suffers. 

Another consideration, that may check our pre- 
sumption in putting such a construction upon a mis- 
fortune, is this, that it is impossible for us to know 
what are calamities and what are blessings. How 
many accidents have passed for misfortunes, which 
have turned to the welfare and prosperity of the per- 
sons to whose lot they have fallen ! How many dis* 
appointments have, in their consequences, saved a 
man from ruin! If we could look into the effects of 
every thing, we might be allowed to pronounce 
boldly upon blessings and judgments ; but for a man 
to give his opinion of what he sees but in part, and 
in its beginnings, is an unjustifiable piece of rash- 
ness and folly. The story of Biton and Clitobus, 
which was in great reputation among the heathens 
(for we see it quoted by all the ancient authors, 
both Greek and Latin, who have written upon the 
immortality of the soul,) may teach us a caution in 
this matter. These two brothers, being the sons of 
a lady who was Priestess to Juno, drew their mo« 
therms chariot to the temple at the time of a great 
solemnity,' the persons being absent, who, by their 
office, were to have drawn her chariot on that occa- 
sion. The mother was so transported with this in- 
stance of filial duty, that she petitioned her goddess 
to bestow upon them the greatest gift that could be 
given to men; upon which they were both cast into 
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a deep $\eeip, and the next morning foutid dead in 
tbe teiople* This was such an event as would have 
been construed into a judgment, had it happened 
to the two brothers after an act of disobedience, and 
would doubtless have been represented as such bjf 
any ancient historian who had given us «m account 
«fit. -«._«, ^' 

N^484. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1712. 

Neqne emiquam tarn atatim elarum ingenkun est, utposaii 
^emergere ; nisi Uli materia, oetasio, fautor etianif 
eoiMiumdatorgue contingai, PLin. Epist. 

Hor lias any one so bright a genius as to become illustrious 
instaaitaneously, unless it fortunately fladets with occasion 
' and employment, witb patronage too, and comnwDdtftion. 

* Of all the young fellows who are in their ]^p^esd 
through any profession^ none seem to haveao good 
•a title to the protection of the men of eminence in 
it, as the mode&t man ; not so much because his mo-» 
liesty is a certain indication of his merit, as because 
it is a certain obstacle to the producing of it. Now^ 
as of all professions this virtue is thought to be more 
particularly unnecessary in that of the law than iii 
«Vf 'Other, I ahall only ap{dy myself to the relief of 
such who follow this profession with this disadvan- 
tage. What aggravates the matter i», that those 
persons who, t^e better to prepare themselves for 
this study, have made some progress in others, have, 
by addicting themselves to letters, increased their 
natural modesty, and consequently heightened the 
obstruction to this sort of preferment ; so thatetery 
one of these may emphatically be said to be such a 
one as ^* laboureth and taketh pains, and is still the 
more behind*'' It may be a matter worth discussing 
then, why that, which made a youth so amiable to 
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the aiK^ients, should make him appear so ridiculous 
to the modems ? and why, in our days, there should 
be neglect, and even oppression of young beginners, 
instead of that protection which was the pride of 
theirs? In the profession spoken of, it is obvious 
to every one whose attendance is required at West* 
minster-hall, with what difficulty a youth of any 
modesty has been permitted to make an observation 
that could in no wise detract from the merit of his 
elders, and is absolutely necessary for the advan- 
cing his own. I have oiteh seen one of these not 
6nly molested in his utterance of something very 
^pertinent, but even plundered of his question, and 
by a strong serjeant shouldered out of his ranki 
which he has recovered with much difficulty and 
confusion* Now, as great part of the business of 
this profession might be dispatched by qoa that 
perhaps ' 

ti , Abeii tirtua 4(serH 

Measala, nee seit fnantifai CoBtelUus AnlmtJ^ 

HoR. Ars. Poetb 870« 



** wants Messala's powerful eloquence. 

And iB less read than deep Cascellius.** 

RoSCOMMdNi 

feQ t cannot conceive the injustice done to the pub» 
lie, if the men of reputation in this calling would in- 
troduce iSuch of the young ones into businessi whose 
application to this study will let them into the se- 
crets of it, as much as their modesty will hinder 
them from the practice : I say, it would b6 laying 
an everlasting obligation upon a young man, to b^ 
introduced at first only as a mute, till by this counte- 
nance, and a resolution to support the good opinion 
conceived of him by his betters, his complexion shall 
be BO well settled that the litigious of this island may 
be secure of his obstreperous aid. If I might be in« 
dttlged to speak in the style of a lawyer, I would 
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say, that any one about thirty years of age migh' 
make a common motion to the court with as much 
elegance and propriety as the most aged advocates 
in the hall. 

* I cannot advance the merit of modestv by any 
argument of my own so powerfully^ as by mquiring 
into the sentiments the greatest among the ancients 
of di£ferent ages entertained upon this virtue. If 
we go back to the days of Solomon, we shall find 
favor a necessary consequence to a shamefaced 
man. Pliny, the greatest lawyer and most elegant 
writer of the age he lived in, in several of his epis- 
tles is very, solicitous in recommending to the public 
some young men of his own profession, and very 
often undertakes to become an advocate upon con- 
dition that some one of these his favourites might be 
joined with him, in order to produce the merit of 
such, whose modesty otherwise would have sup- 
iNressed it. It may seem very marvellous to. a daucy 
modem that muUwrn sanguinU, multum verecundi<ey 
tnultum solUcUudinis in ore; to have the ^' face first 
full of blood, then the countenance dashed with 
modesty, and then the whole aspect as of one dying 
with fear, when a man begins to speak ;'* should be 
esteemed by Pliny the necessary qualifications of a 
fine speaker, Shakspeare also nas expressed him- 
self in the same favourable strain of modesty, when 
he says, 

** In the mo49s(y of fearful doty 

I read as mqch as firom tbe rattling tongue 
Of sanoy and audacioqs eloquence — ~." 

* 'Now, since these authors have professed them- 
selves for the modest man, even in the utmost con- 
fusions of speech and countenance, why should an 
intrepid utterance and a resolute vociferation thunder 
90 successfully in our courts of justice) And why 
^bould that confidence of speech and behaviour. 
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which seems to acknowledge no superior, and to 
defy all contradiction, prevail oyer that deference 
and resignation with which the modest man im- 
plores that favourable opinion which the other seems 
to command ? 

' As the case at present stands, tiie best conso- 
lation that I can administer to those who cannot 
get into that, stroke of business (as the phrase is) 
which they deserve, is to reckon every particular 
acquisition of knowledge in this study as a real in- 
crease of their fortune ; and fully to believe, that 
one day this imaginary gain will certainly be made 
out, by one more substantial. I wish you would talk 
to us a Uttle on this head ; you will oblige, 

' Sir, 
* Your most humble servant.* 

The author of this letter is certainly a man of good 
sense ; but I am perhapa particular in my opinion on 
this occasion ; for I have observed that, under the 
notion of modesty, men have indulged themselves in 
a spiritless sheepishness, and been for ever lost to 
themselves, their families, their fHends, and their 
country. When a man has taken care to pretend to 
nothing but what he may jusUy aim at, and can 
execute as well as any other, without injustice te 
any other; it is ever want of breeding or courage, 
to be brow-beaten, or elbowed out of his honest 
ambition. I have said often, modesty must be an 
act of the will, and yet it always implies self-denial ; 
for, if a man has an ardent desire to do whaf is 
laudable for him to perform, and from an unmanly 
bashfulness shrinks away, and lets his merit lan-» 
guish in silence, he ought not to be angry at the 
world liiat a more unskilful actor succeeds in his 
part, because he has not confidence to come upoipL 
the stage hinunlf. The generosity my correspondent 
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mentions of Pliny cannot be enough applauded. 
To cherish the dawn of merit, and hasten its ma-> 
turity; was a work worthy a noble Roman^ and a 
liberal scholar. That concern which is described in 
the letter, is to all the world the greatest charm 
imaginable; but then the modest man must proceed 
and shew a latent resolution in himself: for the ad- 
iniratioii of his modesty arises from the manifesta- 
tion of his merit. I must confess we live in an age 
wherein a few empty blusterers carry away the 
praise of speaking, while a crowd of fellpws over- 
iftocked with knowledge are run down by themt 
I say overstocked, because they certainly are 
so, as to their service of mankind, if from their very 
store they raise to themselves ide£^ of respect, and 
greatness of the peqasion, and I know not what, 
to disable themselves from ^iiplainine their thoughts. 
I must confess, when I have seen Charles Frankair 
rise up with a commanding mien, and torrent of 
hapdsome words, talk a mue off the purpose, and 
drive down twenty bashful boobies often times hi$ 
sense, who at the same time were enyyin|p his impu- 
dence, and despising his understanding, it has been 
matter of great mirtfi to me ; but it soon ended in » 
secret lanaeptation, that the fountains of every tbibe 
praiseworthy in these realms, the universities, should 
be so mudded with a false sense of this virtue, as 
to produce men capable of being so abused, I wiU 
be bold to say, that it is a ridiculous education 
which does not qualify a man to make his best 
appearance before the greatest man, and the finest 
woman, to whom he can address himself, Were 
this judiciously corrected in the nurseries of learn- 
ing, pert coxcombs would know their distance : bat 
we must bear with this false modesty in our younr 
nobility and gentry, till they cease at Oxford and 
Cambridge to grow dumb in the study of eloquence. 

VOL, VII, " p T. 
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N» 485. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1712. 



ffihil tarn firmum ett, eui periculum no» sit etiam ab 
invalido. Quin. Curt. 1. Tii. o. 8. 

Tbe strongest things are not so well established as to be out 
of danger from the weakest. 

*ME. SPECTATOR, 

^ My Lord Clarendon has observed, that few men 
have done more harm than those who have been 
thought to be able to do least ; and there camiot 
be a greater error, than to believe a man, whom we 
see quahfied with too mean parts to do good, to be 
therefore incapable of doing hurt. There is a supply 
of malice, of pride, of industry, and even of folly, 
in the weakest, when he sets hiS' heart upon it, 
that makes a strange progress in mischief. What 
may seem to the reader the greatest paradox in the 
reflection of the historian, is, I suppose^ that folly, 
'Which is generally thought incapable of contriving 
or executing any design, should be so formidable 
to those whom it exerts itself to molest. But this 
will appear very plain, if we remember that Solo- 
mon says, '*It is as sport to a fool to do mischief;'' 
and that he might the more emphatically express 
the calamitous circumstances of him who falls 
under the displeasure of this wanton person, the 
same author adds futther, that <' A stone is heavy, 
and the sand weighty, but a fool's wrath is heavier 
than them both.'' It is impossible to suppress 
■my own illustration upon this matter, which is, 
that as the man of sagacity bestirs himself to dis- 
tress his enemy bv meUiods probable and reducible 
to reason, so tne same reason will fortify his 
^neniy to elude these his regular efforts ; but your 
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fool projects, acts, and concludes, with stich notable 
inconsistency, that no regular course of thought 
can evade or counterplot his prodigious niachina- 
tions. My. frontispiece, I believe, may be extended 
to imply, that several of our misfortunes arise from 
things, as well as persons, that seem of very little 
consequence. Into what tragical extravagancies 
does Shakspeare hurry Othello, upon the loss of 
a handkerchief only ! And what barbarities does 
Desdemona suffer, from a slight inadvertency in 
regard to this fatal trifle { If the sqhemes of all the 
enterprising spirits were to be, carefully examined, 
some intervening accident, not considerable enough 
to occasion any debate upon, or give them any ap* 
prehension of ill consequence from it, will be found 
to be the occasion of their ill success, rather than 
any error in points of moment and difficulty, which 
naturally engaged their maturest deliberations. If 
you go to the levee of any great man, you will ob- 
serve bim exceeding gracious to several very insig- 
nificant fellows ; and upon thia maxim, that the 
neglect of any person must arise from the mean opi* 
nion yoti have of his capacity to do you any service 
or prejudice ; and that Uiis calling his sufficiency in 
question must give him inclination, and where this 
is, there never wants strength or opportunity to 
annoy you. There is nobody so weak of invention^ 
that cannot aggravate, or make some little stories 
to vilify his enemy ; there are very few but have 
good inclinations to hear them ; and it is infinite 
pleasure to the majority of mankind to level a person 
superior to his neighbours. Besides, in all matters 
ef controversy, that party which has the greatest 
abilities labours under this prejudice, that he will 
certainly be supposed, upon account of his abilities, 
to have done an injury, when perhaps he has re- 
ceived one» It would be tedious to enumerate the 

r2 



St s^icTAtoa. N*485^ 

litrokeB that nations and particular friends^have Unf- 
feted from persons very contemptible. 

< I think Henry IV. of France, so formidable to 
his neighbours, could no more be secured against 
the resolute villany of Ravillac, than Villiers duke 
of Buckingham could be agamst that of Felton, 
4nd there i& no incensed person so destitute, but 
can provide himself with a knife or a pistol^ if he 
finds stomach to apply them. That thinp and per-^ 
sons of no moment should give such powerful 
revolutions to the progress of those of the greatest, 
seems a providential disposition to baffle and abate 
the pride of human sufficiency ; as also to Engage 
the humanity and benevolence of superiors to all 
below them, by letting them into this secret^ that 
the stronger depends upon the weaker. 

* 1 am. Sir, 
^Tour verjr humble seftrant.^ 

'^ BKAit Sl]&5 ' Temple, Pap^^buiUiBg^. 

* I BECEiTED a letter froui you some time! 
s^o, which I should have answered sooner, had you 
i^ormed me in yours to what part of this island I 
might have directed my impertmence ; but, having 
been led into the knowledge of that matter, thiit 
handsome excuse is no longer serviceable. My 
neighbour Prettyman shall be the subject of this 
letter ; who falling in with the Spectator's doctrine 
concehiins the month of May, began from that 
season to dedicate himself to the service of the fair, 
in the following manner. I observed at the begin- 
ning of the month he bought him a new night-gown 
either side to be worn outwards, both equally gor- 
geous and attractive ; but till the end of the month 
I did not enter so fully into the knowledge of his 
contrivance^ as the use of that garment has since 
suggested to me. Now you must know, that all 
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new clothes raise and warm the wearer's imagina- 
tion into a conceit of his being a much finer gende- 
man^than he was before^ banishing all sobriety and 
reflection, and giving him up to gallantry and 
amour. -Inflamed therefore with this way of think* 
ingy and full of the spirit of the month of May, did 
this merciless youth resolve upon the business of 
captivating. At first he confined himself to his room^ 
only now and then appearing at his window, in his 
night-gown, and practising that easy posture which 
expresses the very top and dignity of.Ianguishment. 
It was pleasant to see him diversify his loveliness, 
sometimes obliging the passengers only with a side- 
face, with a book in his hand ; sometimes being so 
generous as to expose the whole in the fulness of 
its beauty ; at other times, by a judicious throwing 
back his periwig, he would throw in his ears. You 
know he is that sort of person which the mob call a 
handsomie jolly man ; which appearance cannot miss 
of captives in this part of the town. Being em- 
boldened by daily success, he leaves his room with 
a resolution to extend his conquests ; and I have 
apprehended him in his night-gown smiting in all 
parts of this neighbourhood. 

' This I, being of an amorous complexion, saw 
with indignation, and had thoughts of purchasing 
a wig in these parts ; into which, being at a.greater 
distance from the earth, I might have thrown a 
very liberal mixture of white horse-hair, which 
would make a fairer, and consequently a hand- 
somer appearance, while my situation would secure 
me against any discoveries. But the passion of the 
handsome gentleman seems to be so fixed to that 
part of the building, that it will be extremely 
diflicult to divert it to mine ; so that I am resolved to 
standr boldly to the complexion of my own eyebrow, 
and prepare me an immense black wig of the same 

v3 
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sort of structure with that of my riral. Kow^ 
though by this I shall not, perhaps, lessen the 
number of the admirers of his complexion, I shalf 
hare a fair chance to divide the passengers by the 
irresistible force of mine« 

' I expect sudden dispatches from you, with ad'^ 
vice of the family you are in now, how to deport 
myself upon this so delicate a conjuncture : with 
some comfortable resolutions in favor of the hand^ 
some black man against the handsome fair one. 

< I am, SIR 
^ Your most humble servant, 

^c/ 

N* B. He who writ this is a black man, two pair 
of stairs; the gentleman of whom he writes is fair 
and One pair of stairs. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I ON L Y say that it is impossible for me 

to say how much I am 

* Yours, 

* ROBIN shorter/ 

* P. S. I shall think it is a little hard, if you do 
not take as much notice of diis epistle, aa you have 
of the ingenious Mr. Short^s. lam not afi^d to 
kt the world see which is^ the deeper mant of the 
two.' 

ADVBRTISBIOSNT. 

London, Setitettibet 15* 

' Whereas a young woman on horseback, in an 
^uestrian habit, on the 13th instant in the even- 
mg, met the Spectator within a mile and a half 
of thifr town, and, flying in the fted of jiisticey 
pulled off her hat, m w>hich there was a fea;ther^ 
with the mien and air of a young officer, saying. at 
^e same time^ * Your Servant, Mf • Spec./ or words 
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€o that paipMe ; tikis is to give aoSce^^ that if any 
persoBcan diBCDver tte name and place of abode 
of the said offender, so as she can be brought to 
jtisliee, the kifotniant shall have all fitting encou- 
^gement. T. 
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Attdire e$t opera pratium^ procedere rette 
ilUi nueehis nou vuUis ' ■ ■ 

HoR. 1 Sat, ii. 37. 

IMITATJID. 

All you who think the city ne'er can thrive 
Till ev'ty cuckold-maker's flead alive, 

Attend ^ * • 

Pop&t 

^ Tttsas are very many of my acquaititance ftl** 
lowers of Socrates, with moi'e particular regard 
to that part of his philosophy which we, among 
Ourselves, call his domestics; under which de- 
aoildnation, or title^ we include all the conjugal 
joye and sufferiugSi We have indeed' With very 
greati pleasure ^served the honour you- do the 
whole fraternity of the hen-pecked, in placing that 
fllostrious man at our head; and it does in a very 
great measure baffle the raillery of pert rogues, who 
have no advantage above us> but in that they are 
Mttgle^ Btt^ when you lOok about intio the cfowd 
of mankind, you will find the fair sex reigns witii 
greater tyranny over lovers than husbands. You 
shall haidly meet one in a thousand who is wholly, 
•)tempt from theit dominion, and those that are so 
aie capable of no taste of life, and breathe and uralk 
about &e earth as insignificants. But I am going 
to desire your fi^ther favor in behalf of our barmleM 
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brotherhood, and hope you will shew in a true light 
the unmarried hen-pecked, as well as you have done 
justice to us, who submit to the conduct of our 
wives. I am very particularly acquainted with one 
who is under entire submission to a kind gu*l, as he 
calls her ; and though he knows I have been witness 
both to the ill usage he has received from her, and 
his inability to resist her tyranny, he still pretends 
to make a jest of me for a Uttle more than ordinary 
obsequiousness to my spouse. No longer than 
Tuesday last he took me with him to visit his 
mistress ; and he having, it seems, been a little in 
disgrace before, thought by bringing me with him 
she would constrain herself, and insensibly fall into 
general discourse with him ; and so he might break 
tiie ice, and save himself all the ordinary com- 
punctions and mortifications she used to make him 
suffer before she would be reconciled, after any 
act of rebellion on his part. When we came into 
the room, we were received with the utmost cold- 
ness ; and when he presented me as Mr. Such-a-one 
his very goodfriend, she just had patience to suffer 
my salutation ; but when he himself, with a very 
mj air, offered to follow me, she g^ave him a thun- 
dering box on the ear, called him pitiful poor- 
spirited wretch — ^how durst he see her face? His 
wig and hat fell on different parts of the floor. She 
seized the wig too soon for him to recover it, and 
kicking it down stairs, threw herself into an oppo- 
site room, pulling the door after her with a force, 
that you would have thought the hinges would have 
given way. We went down, you must think, with no 
very good countenances ; and as we sneaked off, and 
were driving home together, he confessed to me, 
that her anger was thus highly raised, because he 
did not thii]]k fit to fight a gentleman who had said 
she was what she was : ^^ but,'' says he, '' a kind 
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letter or two, or fifty pieces, will put her in 
humdar again.** I asked him why he did not 
part with her ; he answered, he lovea her with all 
the tenderness imaginable, and she had too many 
charms to be abandoned for a little (quickness of 
spirit. Hius does this illegitimate hen-pecked over- 
look the hussy's having ho regard to his very life 
and fame, in putting him upon an infamous dispute 
about her reputation : yet has he confidence to laugh 
at me, because I obey my poor dear in keeping out 
of harm^s way, and not staying too late from my 
Own family^ to pass through the hazards of a town 
full of ranters and debauchees* You, that are a 
philosopher, should urge in our behalf, that, when 
%e bear with a firoward w6man, our patience is 
()reserved, in consideration (hat a breach with her 
Blight be a dishonour to chOdfen who are descended 
ik'om us, and whose concern fnakes us tolerate a 
thonsand frailties fof fear they should redound 
dishonout upon the innocent. Thi^ and the like 
circumstances, which carry with them the most 
valuable regards of human life may be mentioned for 
our long suffering; but in the case of gallants, they 
swallow ill usage from one to whom they have no 
obligation, but from a base passion, which it is 
mean to indulge, and which it would be glorious to 
overcome. 

* These sort of fellows are very numerous, and 
some have been conspicuously such, without shame ; 
nay, they have carried on the jest in the yery article 
of death, and, to the diminution of the wealth and 
happiness of their families, in bar of those honour- 
ably near to them, have left immense wealth to 
&eir paramours. What is this but being a cully in 
(he grave! Sure thiols being hen-pecked with a 
vengeance ! But, without dwelling upon these less 
firequent instances of eminent cullyism, ' what is there 
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so common as to hear a fellow curse his fate that he 
cannot get rid of a passion to a jilt, and quote a half 
line out of a miscfellany poem to prove his weakness 
is natural ? If they will go on thus, I have nothing 
to say to it; but then let them not pretend to be free 
all this while, and laugh at us poor married patients. 

' I have known one wench in this town carry a 
haughty dominion over her lovers so well, that she 
has at the same time been kept by a sea-captain in 
the Straits, a merchant in the city, a country gen- 
tleman in Hampshire^ and had all her correspond 
deuces managed by one she kept for her own 
uses. This happy man (as the phrase is) used to 
Write very punctually, every post, letters for the 
mistress to transcribe. He would sit in his night- 
gown and slippers, and be as grave giving an ac- 
count, only changing names, that there was nothing 
in those idle reports they had heard Of such a 
scoundrel as one of the omer lovers was ; and how 
could he think she could condescend so low, after 
such a fine gentleman as each of them? For the 
same epistle said the same thing to, and of, every 
one of them. And so Mr. Secretary and his lady 
went to bed with great order. 

* To be short, Mr. Spectator, we husbands shall 
never make the figure we ought in the imaginations 
of young men growing up in the world, except you 
can bring it about that a man of the town shall be 
as infamous a character as a woman of the town. 
But, of all that I have met in my time, commend 
me to Betty Duall: she is the wife of a sailor, 
and the kept mistress of a man of quality ; she dwells 
with the latter during the seafaring of the former. 
The husband asks no questions, sees his apartments 
furnished with riches not his, when he comes into 

Eort, and the lover is as joyful as a man arrived at 
is haven, when the other puts to sea. Betty is the 
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most embently ?ictorioas of any of her sex, and 
ought to stand recorded the only woman of the age 
in which she fives, who has possessed at the same 
time two abused^ and two contented. 

T. 
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* —*- Ciim prosirata a^pore 
Urg€tmtmbra fwta*, €i mmm Hne poniisre hdit 

Pbtr. 

While sleep oppresses the tir^d limhs, the mind 
Plays without weight, and wantons unconfin'd. 

Thouoh there are many authors who have written 
on dreams, they have generally considered them 
only as revelations of what has already happened 
in distant parts of the world, or as presages of what 
is to happen in future periods of time. 

I shall consider this sul]ject in another light, as 
dreams may give us some idea of the great excel- 
lency of a human soul, and some intimations of its 
independency on matter. 

In the first place, our dreams are great instances 
of that activity which is natural to the human sool, 
and which it is not in the power of sleep to deaden 
or abate. When the man appears tired and worn 
out with the labours of the day, this active part in 
his composition is still busied and unwearied. When 
the organs of sense want their due repose and ne- 
cessary reparations, and the body is no longer able 
to keep pace with that spiritual substance to which 
it is united, the soul exerts herself in her several 
faculties, and continues in action until her partner 
b again qualified to bear her company. In this 
ease dreams look like the relaxations and amuse- 
ments of the soul^ when she is disencumbered of her 
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machine s her sports a&d reereatiani ^ wh^ An hsm 
laid her charge asleep. 

In the second pUee, iteafim are ttn laalfititHi rf 
that agility and perfection which is natural to the 
facnlties of the mind, when they are disengaged 
from the body. The soid is elegged and retarded in 
her operations, when she acts in conjunction with a 
companion that is so heavy and unwieldy in its mo- 
tions. But in dreams it is wonderful to observe with 
what a sprightliness and alacrity she exerts- herself. 
The slow of speeoh^make unprepaeditat^d hurspiguesy 
or converse readily in languages that they are but 
little acquainted with. The grave abound in f^lea- 
santries» th6 dull in repartees and points of wit. 
There is not a more painful action of thei mind than 
invention ; yet in dre$ima it works with that eaim 
and activity^ that we ar^ not sensible of when thQ 
faculty is employed. For instancy, I believe ev?ry 
one, some tipae or other, dreams, that he is reading 
papers, books, or letters; in which pase the inven- 
tion prompts so readily, that the mind is impoaeA 
vpon, and mistakes its own siiggestioi^s for the cqi|i<« 
positions of another. 

I shall, tinder this head> quote a passage oul of 
the Religio Medici, * in which the ingenious author 
gives an account of himself in his dreaming aQd hin 
waking thoughts. ^ We are somewhat more than 
earselyes in our sleeps, and the slumber of the hod; 
seems td be but the waking of the soul. It is the 
ligation of sen^e, but the liberty of reason; and our 
waking conceptions do not match the fancies of oui^ 
sleeps. At my nativity my ascendapt was the watery 
lign of Soorpiqs ; I vfas bom in the planetary hour 
of Saturn, and I think I have a piece of that feadeii 
planet in me. I am no way fecetiou^^nor disposed 
for the tiolrth and galliardize of company l yet iQ 

« By Sir T. flrovn; MJP, 



If* 487; spECTATOE. 6) 

9n» dveam I can eoBupose a whole come4y» bjsliold 
the action^ apprehe^d the jestsi and laugh mysdf 
$mke at the cooceits thereof. Were py memory 
as faithful as my reason is then fruitful* I would 
never study but in my dreams; and this time also 
would I choose for my devotions; but our gro^sef 
memories have theQ so little Hold of our abstaraeted 
understandings, that they forget the story, and 
can only relate to our awaked souls a confused and 
broken tale qf tha( that has passed^ Thus it is 
observed that men sometimes^upofi the hour of theit 
departure, do speak and reason above themselves; 
for then the soul, beginning to b^ freed from the 
ligaments of the bodji begins to reason like herself, 
and to discourse in a strain above niortality/ 

We may likewise observe, in the third place, that 
the passions affect the mind with greater strength 
when we are asleep than when we are s^wake. Joy 
and sorrow give us more vigorous sensations of pain 
pr pleasure at this time tlvBin any other, Pevotion 
likewise, as the excellent author above mentioned 
has hinted| is in a very particular manner heightened 
^ind inflamed, when it rises in the soul at a time that 
(he body is. thus laid at rest. Every man's exi>eri- 
ence wiU inform him in this matter, though it is 
very probable that this may happen differently in 
di£&rent constitutions. I shall conclude this head 
with the twofollowmg problems, wl^ch I shall leave 
tQ the solution of my reader. Supposing a man 
always happy in his dreams, and miserable in his 
faking thoughts, and ihat his life was equally divi- 
ded between them : whether would he be more h^ppj 
or miserable I Were a man aking in his dreams^ and 
a beggar awake, and dreamt as consequentially, 
and in as continued unbroken schemes, as he thinks 
when awake : whether he would be in reality a king 
or beggar ? or, rather, whether he would not be both ; 

VOL, VII o 
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^ There is another cireumstance, which metihinktf 
^tve9 us a very high idea of the nature of the sohI, 
in regard to what passes in dreams : I mean that 
innumerable multitude and variety of ideas which 
then arise in her. Were that active and watchful 
being only conscious of her own existence at such 
a time, what a painful solitude would our hours of 
sleep be! Were the soul sensible of her being alone 
in her sleepingmoments, after the same manner that - 
die is sensible of it while awake, the time* would 
hang v^ heavy on her, as it o^n actually does 
when she dreams that she is in^ such a solitude^ 



Semperpie relingui 



Sola ribif semper hngam incomitata videtmr 

Ire wafn^—^* Viho. JEn. iT. 4T6. 



She seems alone 



To wander in her sleep through ways unknown, 
Guideless and dark.^ ' Dryoen. 

But this observation i only make by the way. 
What I would here remark, is, that wonderful power 
in the sour, by producing her own company on these 
occasions. She converses with numberless beings 
of her oWn creation, and is transported into ten 
thousand scenes of her own raising. She is herself 
the theatre, the actors, and tibe beholder. This puts 
me in mind of a saying which I am infinitely pleased 
with, and which Plutarch ascribes to Heraclitus, that 
all men whilst they are awake are in one common 
world; but that each of them, when he is asleep, is 
in a world of his own. The waking man is con* 
versant in the world of nature : when he sleeps 
he retires to a private world that is particular to 
himself. There seems something in this consideration 
that intimates to us a natural grandeur and perfec- 
tion in the soul^ which is rather to be admired Ihaa 
explained. 
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I must not omit that argument for the excellency 
of the soul which I have seen quoted out df T&r* 
4:ullian, namely, its power of divining in dreams. 
That several such divinations have been made, none 
can question, who believes the holy writings, or 
who has but the least degree of a common historical 
faith ; there being innumerable instances of this na* 
tare in several authors, both ancient and modem, 
sacred and profane. Whether such dark presages* 
such visions of the night, proceed from any latent 
power in the soul, during this her state of abstrac-^ 
tion, of 'from any communication with the Siipireme 
Being, or from any operation of subordinate spirits, 
iias been a great dispirte among the learned : the 
matter of fact is, I think, lucontestible, and has been 
Wked upon as such by the greatest writers, who 
have been never suspected eiUier of superstition or 
enthusiasm. 

I do not suppose that the soul in these instances 
•IS entirely loose and unfettered frt>ni the body : it is 
sufficient if she is not so far sunk and immersed in 
matter, nor entangled and peiplexed in her opera- 
tions with such motions of blooa and spirits, as when 
she actuates the machine in its waking hours. The 
corporeal nnion is slackened enough to give the 
mind more play. The soul seems gathered ^thin 
herself, and recovers that spring which is brok€ and 
weakened, when she operates more in conc^Hr with 
the body. 

The speculations I have here made, if thc^ are 
not arguments, they are at least stirong intimations 
notonly ofthe exceUency of a human soul, but of its 
independence on the body; and» if they do not 
prove, do, at least, confirm these two great points, 
which are established by many other reasons that 
«re altogether unanswerable. 

O. 

g2 
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R«48». FRIDAY^ SEPTEMBBR 19^ 1712^ 

OiMii^ empta f parvo* Qumti trgo f Qcto ai$ibu$. Ekeu t 

Hob. i Sat; iU. 150. 

What dotb it cost f Not much upon my word; 

How much prftjr ? Why, Two-pence. Two-pence, O Ltird X 

t f iHl) by sev&ira\ letters which I receiye daily, that 
Qiany of my readers would h^ better please^ to pay 
three halfpence for t^y paper th^n two-p^ncei,Th^ 
ipgenious T» W,* tells me that 1 have deprived him 
of the best part of his breakfast ; for that, since the 

Ese of my p^per^ he is forced every moraitig to driuk. 
U dish 01 coffee by itself, Without the addiiiop ot 
the Spectator, 1|hat tised to be better than lade t tqf 
it. Eugetiius informs me, very obligingly, that h^ 
lieyer tlu^ught; he i5hQuld.^ve disliked anjf passage 
in wi mpcr» but that, of late tfiejte have been two 
words, in every one 0f thenx whiqh he coi^ld heartily 
wi?h left out, w. * Price 'jtwo-gejoce.' I b^ve a 
^tter from a, 8Qap*boiler;t who coMOles with iQeyery 
affectionately upon tb^ necessity we both lie un<ier of 
setting a bigner price on our commodities since the 
{ate tax has been laid upon them, a^d desiring me^ 
when I write nes&t on that subject, to speak a word 
^ two upon the present duties on Castile soap. But 
there is none of these my correspondents, who 
writes with a greater tiurn of good sense, and ele- 
gance of expression, than the generous Philomedes^ 
who advises me to value every Spectator at six- 
yence, sMud promises that he himself will engage for 

. «( Dr. Thomas Walk«r, headmaster of the Charter«houie 
f»)|dol|t whose- soholars A4di«OB and. 9t^le had heep^ Thfi 
doctor was head master 49 years, and died June 13, 1T29, Uk 
Ihe S 1st year of his age. 

t A little brandy or rum« 
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above a hundred of his acquaintance, who shall take 
it in at, that price. 

Letters from the female world are likewise come 
to me, in great quantities^ upon the same occasion; 
and as I naturally bear a great deference to this 
|>art of our species, I am very glad to find that those 
who approve my conduct in this particular, are much 
more numerous than those who condemn it. A large 
family of daughters have drawn me up a very hand- 
some remonstrance. In which they set forth that 
their father having refused to take in the Spectator, 
since the additional price was set upon it, they offer- 
ed him unanimously to bate him the surticle of bread 
and butter in the tea-table account, provided the 
Spectator might be served up to them every morning 
as usual. Upon this the old gentleman, being plea- 
sed, it seems, with their desire of Improving them- 
selves, has granted them the continuance both of the 
Spectator, and their bread and butter, having given 
particular orders that the tea-table shall be set forth 
every morning with its customary bill of fare, and 
ivithout any manner of defalcation. I thought my- 
self obliged to mention this particular, as it does 
honour to this worthy gentleman; and if the young 
lady Lsetitia, who sent me this account, will ac- 
quaint me with his name, I will insert it at length 
in one of my papers, if he desires it. 

I should be very glad to find out any expedient 
that might alleviate the expense which this my pa- 
per brings to any of my readers ; and in order to it, 
must propose two points to their consideration. 
First, that if they retrench any the smallest parti- 
cular in their ordinary expense, it will easily make 
up the halfpenny a-day which we have now under 
consideration. Let a lady sacrifice but a single 
ribbon to her morning studies, and it will be suffi- 
cient : let a family burn but a candle a night less 

g3 
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than tbe usual number, and they may take in the 
Spectator without detriment to their private affidnt. 
In the nei^t place, if my readers will not go to 
Ale price of buying my papers by retail, Itet thein 
have patience, and they may buy them in tbe lump^ 
Ivithout the burthen of a tax upon them. Mf dpecuu 
lations, when they are sold single, lik^ 'cherries upon 
the stick, are delights for the rich and Wealthy : after 
sometime they come to market ih greater (][uantitieSy 
and are every ordinary man*s money. The truth of 
it 19, they have a certain fltlvof at their first appear- 
ance, fifodi several accidental'circumstances of time, 
j^lace, and person, which they may lose if they are 
not taken early i biitin this case, every readbr is to 
t^on^ider, whethet it is not better for him to be half 
a year behindhand with the fashionable and polite 
paf t of the worlds than to strain himself beyond his 
circumstances. My bookseller has now about ten 
thousand of liie third' and fourth volumes, which he 
is feady to publish, haviiig already disposed of as 
large an edition both of the first and second volume. 
As he is a persdn whose head is very well turned' to 
hi^ business, he thinks they would be a very proper 
present to be made to persons at christenings, mar- 
riages'^ visiting d^ys, and the like joyful solemnities, 
as several other books are frequently giveii at fune- 
rals. He has printed thetti in such a- little portablb 
volume, that many of thein may be ranged togethei^ 
upon a single plate ; and is of opinion, that a salver 
of Spectators would be as acceptable an eiitertaifi- 
ihent to the ladles as a salver of sweetmeats. 
' f shall conclude this paper with an epigram lately^ 
teat to the writer of the Speetator, after having re- 
ttttned my thanks to the ingenious author of it 

* 8ia, 

' Having heard the following epigram 
tery much commendedi I wonder that it has not 
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^ had a fAace in any of your papers; I think the 
^nffirage of our poet htnredt should not be over- 
lo^ked, #hich shews the opinion he entertains of 
yo« pap^r, whether the notion he proceeds upon 
be true orfelse. I made bold to convey it to 3nou, 
not knowing if it has yet come to your hands/ 

ON THE SPECTATOR. 

BY MR. TATE. 

Aliutque 9t idaaH , 

^asceria HoR. Carm. Sesc. l&, 

Yoa rise another and the same. 

WhRn fittt the Tatler to a mute was turnM, 
Groat Britaia for her oensor^s silence mourn'd ; 
)ftohb*d pf his sprightljr beams, she wept the nighty 
Till the Spectator ros^, and blas'd as bright. 
fie the first man the sun's first setting viewed, 
Attd sigh'd till circling day his joys lenew'd. 
T)Bt^ doubtftil how that second sun to name, 
Whether a bright successor, or the same^ 
So we : but now from this suspense are fireed^ 
' Since alt agree> who both with judgment read, 
'TiM tbAttHM sun) and does himself succeed. 

iTiftdi SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20^ 1712* 

HOM. 

"j^ mighty foice of ocean's troubled flood. 

* siRj 
Vtov reading ybur essay cbnceming the Pleasures 
of the Imagination, I find^ among the threfe soiirces 
of those pleasures which ydu hare discorered^ that 
-greatness is one. This has sugg;ested to me the ' 
reason why, of all objects that I have ever seen j 
^ereisnonewfaichaifbcts my imagination, so rattch 
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as the sea, or ocean. I caoiiot see the heavings of 
this, prodigious bulk of waters, even in a calm, 
without a very pleasing astooishment ; but when it 
is worked up in a tempest, so that the horizon on 
every, side is hothing but foaming billows and float- 
ing mountains, it is impossible to desoribe the agree- 
able horror that rises from such a prospect. A 
troubled ocean, to a man. who sails upon it, is, I 
think, the biggest object that he can see in motion, 
and consequently gives his imagination one of the 
highest kinds of pleasure that can arise from great- 
ness. I must confess it is impossible fdr me to sur- 
vey this world of fluid matter, without thinkifll{g on 
the hand that first poured it outi and made a pro- 
per Chanel for its reception. Such an object natu- 
rally raises in my thoughts the idea of an Almighty 
Being, and convinces nie of his existence as much as 
a metaphysical demonstration. The imagination 
prompts the understanding, and, by the greatness of 
the sensible object, produces in it the idea of a Beinjg 
who is neither circumscribed by time nor space. 

* As I have made several voyages upon the sea, I 
have often been tossed in storms, and on that occa- 
sion have frequently reflected on the descriptions of 
them in ancient poets. I remember Longinus highly 
recommends one in Homer, because the poet has not 
amused himself with little fancies upon the occasion, 
•^s authors of an inferior genius, whom he mentions, 
had done, but because he has gathered together 
those circumstances which are the most apt to ter- 
'rify the imagination, and which really happen in 
the raging of a tempest. It is for the same reason 
that I prefer the following description»f a ship in a^ 
storm, ^hioh the Psalmist has made, before any 
.other 1 have ever met with. "They that go dowA 
to the sea in ships, that do business m great waters ; 
these see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in 
the deep. For be commandeth and raiseth the 
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stormy wind, which lifteth up the waters thereof. 
They mount up to the heaven, they g6 down again 
to the depths ; their soul is melted because of trou- 
ble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken 
maiif and are at their wit*send. Then they cry unto 
the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth them out 
of their distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, 
so that the waves thereof are still. Then they are 
glad^ because they be quiet, so he bringeth theni 
unto their desired haven*/' 

^By the way, how much more comfortable-, as 
Well as radonal, is this system of the Psalmist, than 
the Pagan scheme in Virgi! and other poets, where 
one deity is represented as raising a storm, and 
leuiother as claying it! Were we only to consider 
the sublime in this piece of poetry, what can be no- 
bler than the idea it gives us of the Supreme Being 
thus raising a tumult among the elements, and re- 
covering uem out of their. confasion; thus trou* 
bling wL becalming nature 1 

'Great paii^ters do not only give us landscapes 
bf gardenik groves, and meadows, but very often 
^employ their pencils upon sea-pieces. I could wish 
you wouldiorltow their example. If this small sketch 
may deserve a place among your works, I shall ac- 
eompany it With a divine ode made by a gentleman 
Upon the conclusion of his travels. 

I. 

^ How are thy senrants blest! O Lord ! 

How sure is their defence ! 
Btemal Wisdom is their guide. 

Their help Omnipotence. 

II. 

** In foreign realms and lands remote, 

Supported by thy care, ' 
Through burfiing olimes I passM unhurt, 

And breath'd in tainted air. 

* Ps. CTii. 23, et seqq. 
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III. 

^' Thy ifiercy sweeten'd eveiy 8oil» 

Made every region please ! 
The hoaiy Alpine hills it wana'd. 

And smooth'd the Tyrrhene seas. 

IV. 

'*. Think, O my soul, devoutly think, 

HoWy with afirighted eyes, 
Thou saw'st the wide extended deep 

In all its horrors rise ! 

V. 

" Confusion dwelt in ev'ry face^ 

And fear in ev'ry heart; 
When waves on waves, and galh in gal£^ 

Cercame the pilol^s art. . . • 

VI. 

'^< Tet then Irom all my griefs, O bord. 

Thy mercy set me free, 
Whilst, in the confidence of prayer, 

My soul took hold on thee. 

VII. 
''iPot though in dreadful whhrls we hung 

High on the hroken wave, 
I knew thou wert not slow to hear, 

■Nor impotent to save. 

VIII. 
'^ The storm was laid,- the wmds retired. 

Obedient to thy will; 
The sea that roer'd at thy command, 

^t thy command was still. 

IX. 

^' In midst of dangers, fears, and death. 

Thy goodness VU. adore, 
And praise thee for thy mercies past. 

And humbly hope for more. 

X. 

^' My Ufe, if thou preserv'st my life. 

Thy sacrifice shall be ; 
And death, if death must be my doom, 
'Shall jou my soul to thee.'* 

o. 
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N*490. MONDAY, SEFFEMBER 22, 1718. 

Domua et plfieeM fucor, 

HdR.'2^.xiT.21. 

Thy house and pleasing wife. 

CSEBCH. 

I HAVE very long entertained an ambition to make 
the word wife &e most agreeabte and delightful 
name in nature. If it be not so in.itself^ all the 
wiser part of mankind, from the beginning of the 
world to this day, has consented in an error. But 
^orjmhappiness in England has been, that a few 
loose men of genius, for pleasure, have turned it all 
•to the gratification of ungovemed desires, in despite 
of good sense, form, and order; when, in truth, any 
satisfaction beyond the boundaries of reason is but 
a step towards madness andfolly. But is the sense 
of joy, and accomplishment of desire, no way to be 
indulged or attained? Andhave we appetites given 
us not to be at alt gratified? Yes, certainly. 
Marriage is an institution calculated for a constant 
scene of as much delight as our being is capable of. 
Two persons who have chosen each other out of all 
the species, with design to be each other's mutual 
comfort and entertainment, have in that action, 
bound themselves to be good-humoured, affable, dis- 
creet, fbrgiving, patient, and joyftil, with respect to 
each other's frailties and perfections, to the end of 
their lives. The wiser of the two(and it always hap. 
pens one of them is such) will, for her or his own sake^ 
Keep things from outrage with the utmost saQctity. 
When this union is thus preserved (as I have often 
said), the most indifferent circumstance administers 
delight. Their condition is an endless source of 
new gratifications. The married man can say, 'If 
I am unacceptable to all the world beside, there is 
one whom I entirely love, that will receive me with 
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joy and transporti and think herself obliged t0 
double her kindness and caresses of me from ike 

§loom with which she sees pie overcast. I need not 
issemble the sorrow of my heart to be agreeable 
there ; that rery sorrow quickens her affection/ 

This passion towards each other, when once weU 
fixed, enters into the very constitution, and the 
kindness flows as easily and silently i^s the blood itt 
the veins. When this affection is enjoyed in the i^Qtt 
spbUme degree, unskilful eyes see nothing pf it; but 
when it is subject to be changed^ and has aj) allay in 
it that may make it end in distaste, it is apt to bKak 
into rage, or overflow ipto fondness, before the r^ti 
of the world. 

Uxander and Viramira are amorous and youngs 
and have been married these two year? ; yet do Uiey 
so much distinguish each other in company, that in 
your conversation with^the dear things^ you axe atUl 
put to a sort of cross-purposeSv Whenever you ad« 
dress yourself in ordinary discourse to Viramira» sb^ 
turns her head another way, and the answer ip 
made to the dear Uxander. If you tell a merry tale, 
the application is still directed to her dear; and 
when she should commend you^ she says to him» aa 
if he had spoke it, • That is, my de^r, so pretty .'rr 
This puts me in mind of what I have somewhere 
read in the admired memoirs of the famous Cer« 
vantes ; where, while honest Sancho Pancha ispuW 
ting some necessary humble question concerning 
Kosinante, his supper, or his lodging, the knjght 
of the sorrow^ countenance is ever improvinsp 
the harmless lowly hints of his squire to poetical 
conceit, rapture, and flight, in contemplation of tbf 
dear Dplcinea of his afl^ctions. 

On the o^her side, Dictamnus and Moria are evef 
squabbling : and you may observe them, all the 
time they are in company, in a state of impatience* 
As Uxander and Viramira wish you all gone, that 
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they may be at-fireedom for dalliance ; Dictamnus 
and Moria wait your absence, that, they may speak 
their harsh interpretations on each other's words 
and actions, during the time you were with them. 

It is certain that the greater part of the evils 
attending this condition of life arises from fashion. 
Prejudice in this case is turned the wrong way : 
and, instead of expecting more happiness than we 
shall meet with in it, we are laughed into a prepos- 
session, that we shall be disappointed if we hope for 
lasting satisfactions. 

With all persons who have made good sense the 
rule of action, marriage is described as the state ca- 
pable of the highest human felicity. Tully has 
epistles full of affectionate pleasure, when he writes 
to his wife, or speaks of his children. But, above 
all the hints of this kind I have met with in writers 
of ancient date, I am pleased with an epigram of 
Martial, in honour of the beauty of his wife 
Cleopatra. Commentators say it was written the 
day after his wedding-night. When his spouse was 
retired to the bathing-room in the heat of the day, he, 
it seems, came in upon her when she was just going 
into the water. To her beauty and carriage on this 
occasion we owe the following epi«;ram, which I 
shewed my friend Will Honeycomb in French, who 
has translated it as follows, without understanding 
the original. I expect it will please the English 
better than the Latin reader : — 

' When my bright consort, now nor wife nor maid, 

AsbamM and wanton, of embrace afraid. 

Fled to the streams, the streams my fair betray'd ; 

To my fond eyes she all transparent stood ; 

She blushM ; I smit'd at the slight covering flood. 

T^s through the glass the lovely lily elows : 

Thus through the ambient gem shines forth the rosb. 

I saw new charms, and plungM to seize my store ; 

Kisses I anatched— the waves prevented more.' 

VOT.. VII, II 
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My friend would not allow that this luscious 
account could be given of a wife, and therefore 
used the word consort;* which he learnedly said, 
would serve for a mistress as well, and give a more 
gentlemanly turn to the epigram. But, under 
&vour of him and all other such fine gentlemen^ 
I cannot be persuaded but that the passion a bride- 
groom has for a virtuous young woman, will, by 
little and little, grow into friendship, and then 
it is ascended td a higher pleasure than it was iir 
its first fervour. Without this happens, he is a 
very unfortunate man who has entered into this 
state, and left the habitudes of life he might have 
enjoyed with a faithful friend. But when the wife 
proves capable of filling serious as well as joyous 
hours, she brings happiness unknown to friendship 
itself. Spenser speaks of each kind of love with 
great justice, and attribiites the highest praise to 
friendship ; and' indeed tliere is no disputing that 
point, biit by making that friendship take its place 
between two married persons. 

'Hard is the doubt^ and di^cult to deem, 
When all three kinds of love together meet, - 
And do dispart the heart with power extreme, 
Whether shall weigh the balance down ; to wit. 
The dear affection unto kindred sweet, 
0]^ raging fire of love to womankind, 
Or zeal of friends combined by virtnes meet : 
Bat, of them all, the band of virtuous mind, 
Methinks, the gentle heart sfaoixM most assured bind. 

« For natural affection soon doth cease. 
And quenched is with Cupid's greater flame; 
But faithful friendship doth them both suppress. 
And them with mastering discipline doth tame. 
Through thoughts' aspiring to eternal fame. 
For as the soul doth rule the earthly mass, 
And all the service of the body, frame ; 
So love of soul doth love of body pass. 
No less than perfect g^d surmounts the meanest brass.' 

T. 
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NM91. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1712. 



— — — Digna aatisfortuna retisit, 

ViRO.^n. iii.381. 

A just leverse of fortune on him waits. 

It is common with me to run from book to book 
to exercise my mind with many objects, and qualify 
myself for my daily labours. After an hour spent 
in this loitering way of reading, something will re-, 
main to be food to the imagination. The writings 
that please me most on such occasions are stories, 
for the truth of which there is good authority. The 
mind of man is naturally a lover of justice ; and 
when we read a story wherein a criminal is over- 
taken, in whom there is no quality which is the ob- 
ject of pity, the soul enjoys a certain revenge for 
theoflfence done to its nature, in the wicked actions 
committed in the preceding part of the history. 
This will be better understood by the reader from 
the following narration itself, than from any thing 
which I can say to introduce it. 

When Charles Duke of Burgundy, surnamed 
The Bold, reigned over spacious dominions now 
swallowed up by the power of France, lie heaped 
many favours and honours upon Claudius Rhynsault, 
a German, who had served him in his wars against 
the insults of his neighbours. A great part of Zea- 
land was at that time in subjection to that dukedom. 
The prince himself was a person of singular hu. 
manity and justice. Rhynsault, with no other real 
quality than courage, had dissimulation enough to. 
pass upon his generous and unsuspicious master for 

h2 
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a person of blunt honesty and fidelity, without any 
vice that could bias him from the execution of justice. 
His highness, prepossessed to his advantage, upon 
the decease of the governor of his chief town of Zea- 
land, gave Rhynsault that command. He was not 
long seated in that government, before he cast his 
eyes upon Sapphira, a woman ofexquisite beauty, the 
wife of Paul Danvelt, a wealthy merchant of the 
city, under his protection and government. Rhynr 
sault was a man of a warm constitution, and vio- 
lent inclination to women, and not unskilled in the 
soft arts which win their favour. He knew what it 
was to enjoy the satisfactions which are reaped from 
the possession of beauty, but was an utter stranger 
to the decencies, honours, and delicacies, that at- 
tend the passion towards them in elegant minds. 
However, he had so much of the world, that he 
had a great share of the language which usually 
prevails upon the weaker part of that sex ; and he 
could with his tongue utte^ a passion with which his 
heart was wholly untouched. He was one of those 
brutal minds which can be gratified with the viola- 
tion of innocence and beauty, without the least 
pity, passion, or love, to that with which they are 
so much delighted. Ingratitude is a vice insepara- 
ble to a lustful man ; and the possession of a woman 
by him, who has no thought but allaying a passion 
painful to himself, is necessarily followed by distaste 
and aversion. Rhynsault, being resolved to accom- 
plish his will on the wife of Danvelt, left no 
arts untried to get into a familiarity at her house : 
but she knew his character and disposition too 
well, not to shun all occasions that might ensnare 
her into his conversation* The governor, despairing 
of success by ordinary means, apprehended and 
imprisoned her husband^ under pretence of an 
information, that he was guilty of a correspondence 
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with the enemies of the duke to betray the 
town into their possession. This design had its- 
desired effect; and the wife of the unfortunate* 
Danvelt, the day before that which was appointed 
for his execution, presented herself in the hall 
of the governor's house, and, as he passed through 
the apartment, threw herself at his feet, and, hold-* 
ing his knees, beseeched his mercy. Rhynsaulfc 
beheld her with a dissembled satisfaction; and, 
assuming an air of thought and authority, he 
bid her arise, and told her she must follow him 
to his closet; and> asking her whether she knew* 
the hand of the letter he pulled out of his pocket, 
went from her, leaving this admonition aloud :— 
^If you will save your husband, you must ^ive 
me an account of all you know without preva- 
rication ; for every body is satisfied he was too 
fond of you to be able to hide from you the 
names of the rest of the conspirators, or any other. 
particulars whatsoever .' He went to his closet, and 
soon after the lady was sent for to an audience. 
The servant knew his distance when matters of 
state were to be debated ; and the governor, laying 
aside the air with which he had appeared in pub- 
lic, began to be the supplicant, to rally an affliction^ 
which it was in her power easily to remove, and re- 
lieve an innocent man from his imprisonment. She 
easily perceived his intention ; and bathed in tears, 
began to deprecate so wicked a design. Lust, like 
ambition, takes all the faculties of the mind and 
j[>ody into its service and subjection. Her becoming 
tears, her honest anguish, the wringing of her hands, . 
and the many changes of her posture and figure in 
the vehemence of speaking, were but so many 
attitudes in which he beheld her beauty, and further 
incentives of his desire. AH humanity was lost in 
that one appetite, and he signified to her in so many 

II 3 « 
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plain terms, that he wad unhappy till he had pos- 
sessed her^ and nothing less should be the price of ' 
her husband's life ; and she must before the follow- 
ing noon pronounce the death, or enlargement, of 
Danvelt. After this notification, when he saw Sap- 
phira enough again distracted, to make the subject 
of their discourse to common eyes appear different 
from what it was, he called servants to conduct her 
to the gate. Loaded with insupportable afHiction, 
she immediately repairs to her husband ; and hav- 
ing signified to his gaolers that she had a proposal to 
make to her husband from the governor, she was 
left alone with him, revealed to him all that had 
passed, and represented the endless conflict she 
was in between love to his person, and fidelity to his 
bed. It is easy to imagine the sharp affliction 
this honest pair was in upon such an incident, in 
lives not used to any but ordinary occurrences. 
The man was bridled by shame from speaking what 
his fear prompted, upon so near an approach of 
death ; but let fall words that signified to her, he 
should not think her polluted, though she had not 
yet confessed to him that the governor had violated 
her person, since he knew her will had no part in the 
action. She parted from him with this oblique per- 
mission to save a life he had not resolution enough 
to resign for the safety of his honour « 

The next morning the unhappy Sapphira attended 
the governor, and being led into a remote apart- 
ment, submitted to his desires. Rhynsault com- 
mended her charms, claimed her familiarity after 
what had passed between them, and with an air of 
gaiety, in the language of a gallant, bid her return, 
and take her husband out of prison : * but,' continued 
he, ^ my fair one must not be offended that I have 
taken care,he should not be an interruption to our 
future assignations/ These last words foreboded 
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what she fpund when she came to the gaol — her 
husband executed by the order of Rhynsault ! 

It was remarkable that the woman, who was full 
of tears and lamentations during the whole course 
of her affliction, uttered neither sigh nor complaint, 
but stood fixed with grief at this consummation of 
her misfortunes. She betook herself to her abode ; 
and after having in solitude paid her devotions to 
Him who is the avenger of innocence, she repaired 
privately to courtl Her person, and a certain 
grandeur of sorrow, negligent of forms, gained her 
passage into the presence of the duke her sovereign. 
As soon as she came into the presence, she broke 
forth into the following words : * Behold, O mighty 
Charles, a wretch weary of life, though it has always 
been spent with innocence and virtue. It is not in 
your power to redress my injuries, but it is to 
avenge them. And if the protection of the distressed, 
and the punishment of oppressors, is a task worthy 
a prince, 1 bring the duke of Burgundy ample 
matter for doing honour to his own great name, and 
wiping infamy off mine.' 

When she had spoken this, she delivered the duke 
a paper reciting her story. He read it with all the 
emotions that indignation and pity could raise in a ' 
prince jealous of his honour in the behaviour of his 
officers, and prosperity of his subjects. 

Upon an appointed day, Rhynsault was sent for 
to court, and, in the presence of a few of the council, . 
confronted by Sapphira. The prince asking, * Do 
you know that lady T Rhynsaulty as soon as he 
could recover his surprise, told the duke he would 
marry her, if his highness would please to think that 
a reparation. The duke seemed contented with this 
answer, and stood by during the immediate solem- 
nisation of the ceremony. At the conclusion of it . 
he told Rhynsault, * Thus far you have done as 
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coDstrftiaed by ray authority : I shall not be gatiafied 
of your kind usage of her, without you sign a gift of 
your whole estate to her after your decease. To 
the performance of this also the duke was a witness. 
When these two acts were executed,the duke turned 
to the lady, and told her, ' It now remains forme to 
put you in quiet possession of what your husband 
has so bountifully bestowed on you;' and ordered 
the immediate execution of Rbynsault. 
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Levilj of beh«Tiour IttliebMeofaUfhMligoodaBd vtrtaoai. 

' DBak MR. SPECTATOR, 'Tunbridge, Sepi. 18. 

I * M a young woman of eighteen years of aKe, and 

i do assure you a maid of unspotted repuution, 

lounded upon a very careful carriage in all my looks, 

words, and actions. At the same timal must own 

to you, that It 13 with much constraint to flesh and 

blood that my behaviour is so strictly ureproach- 

able; for I am nat^ralIy addicted to mirth, to gaiety. 

to a free air, to motion, and gadding. Now, what 

anxiety, and is some dis- 

suit of virtue, is, that the 

ito greater freedoms with 

oticeof thani am. The 

sots, that they do not pre- 

;r passions and afiections, 

; bounds of what is lawful, 

-most verge of innocence, 



N*492. SPECTATOR. , 81 

and parleys at the very brink of vice, whether she. 
shall be a wife or a mistress. But I must appeal to 
your spectatorial wisdom, who, 1 find, have passed 
very much of your time in the study of woman, 
whether this is not a most unreasonable proceeding. 
I have read somewhere that Hobbes of Malmesbury 
asserts, that continent persons have more of what 
they contain than those who give a loose to their 
desires. According to this rjile, let there be equal 
age, equal wit, and equal good-humour, in the 
woman of prudence, and her of liberty : what stores 
has he to expect who takes the former? What re- 
fvise must he be contented with who chooses the lat- 
ter? Well, but I sat down to write to you to vent 
my indignation against several pert creatures who 
are addressed to and courted in this place, while 
poor i, and two or three Hke me, are wholly unrcr 
garded. 

• Every one of these affect gaining the hearts of 
your sex. This is generally attempted by a parti- 
cular manner of carrying themselves with familiarity. 
Glycera has a dancing walk, and keeps time in her 
ordinary gait. Chloe, her sister, who is unwilling 
to interrupt her conquests, comes into the room be- 
fore her with a famiUar run. Dulcissa takes advapr 
tage of the approach of the winter, and has intro- 
duced a very pretty shiver ; closing up her shoul- 
ders, and shrinking as she moves. All that are in 
this mode carry their fans between both hands be- 
fore them. Dulcissa, herself, who is author of this . 
air, adds the pretty run to it ; and has also, when • 
she is in very good humour, a taking familiarity in 
throwing herself into the lowest seat in the rooni, 
and letting her hooped petticoats fall with a lucky 
decency about her. I know she practises this way 
of sitting down in her chamber; and indeed sh^ 
does it as weH as you may have seen an actress fait 
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down dead in a tragedy. Not the least indecency 
in her posture. If you have observed what pretty 
carcasses are carriea off at the end of a verse at the 
theatre, it will give you a notion how Dulcissa 
plumps into a chair. Here is a little country girl 
that is very cunning, that makes her use of being 
young and unbred, and outdoes the ensnarers whp 
are almost twice her age. The air that she takes is 
to come into company after a walk, and is very 
successfully out of breath upon occasion. Her 
mother is in the secret, and calls her romp, and 
then looks round to see what young men stare at 
her. 

* It would take up more than can come into one 
of your papers, to enumerate all the particular airs 
of the younger company in this place. But I cannot 
omit Dulceorella, whose manner is the most indo- 
lent imaginable, but still as watchful of conquest as 
the busiest virgin among us. She has a peculiar 
art of staring at a young fellow, till she sees she has 
got him, and inflamed him by so much observation* 
When she sees she has him, and he begins to toss 
bis head upon it, she is immediately short-sighted, 
and labours to observe what he is at a distance, with 
her eyes half shut. Thus the captive that thought 
her first struck, is to make very near approaches, or 
be wholly disregarded^ This artifice has done more 
execution than all the ogling of the rest of the 
women here, with the utmost variety of half glances, 
attentive heedlessnesses, childish inadvertencies, 
liaughty contempts, or artificial oversights. After I 
have said this much of ladies among us who fight 
thus regularly, I am to complain to you of a set of 
&miliar romps, who have broken through all com* 
. mon rules, and have thoughtof a very effectual way 
of shewing more charms than all of us. These, 
M^ SpecU^tor^ are the swinorers. You are to know 
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these careless pretty creatures are very innocents 
again ; and it is to be no matter what they do, for it 
is all harmless freedom. They get on ropes, as you 
must have seen the children, and are swung by 
their men visitants. The jest is, that Mr. Such-a- 
one can name the colour or Mrs. Such-a-one's stock- 
ings ; and she tells him he is a lying thief, so he is, 
and full of roguery ; and she will lay a wager, and 
her sister shall tell the truth if he says^right, that he 
cannot tell what colour her garters are of. In this 
diversion there are very many pretty shrieks, not so 
much for fear of falling, as that their petticoats 
should untie ; for there is a great care had to avoid 
improprieties : and the lover who swings the lady is 
'to tie her clothes very close with his hatband, be- 
fore she admits him to throw up her heels. 

' Now, Mr. Spectator, except you can note these 
wantonnesses in their beginnings, and bringus sober 
girls into observation, there is no help for it ; we 
must swim with the tide; the coquettes are too 
powerful a parly for us. To look into the merit of 
a regular and well-behaved woman is a slow thing. 
A loose trivial song gains the affections, when a 
wise homily is not attended to. There is no other 
way but to make war upon them, or we must go 
over to them. As for my part, I will shew all the 
world it is not for want of charms that I stand so 
long unaslced ; and if you do not take measures for 
the immediate redress of us rigids, as the fellows 
call us, I can' move with a speaking mien, can look 
significantly, can lisp, can trip, can loll, can start, 
can blush, can rage, can weep, if I must do it, and 
can be frighted as agreeably as any she in England.. 
All which is humbly submitted to your spectatQiial 
consideration, with all humility, by 

' * Your most humble servant, 

T. « Matilda mohair/ 
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NM93. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1712. 



Qualem commendeSf etiam atque etiam aspice^ ne mox 
Incutiant aliena tihi peccata pudorem, 

HoR. 1 Ep. xviii. 76. 

Commend not, till a man is throughly known : 
A rascal prais'd» you make his faults your own. 

Anon. 

It is no unpleasant matter of speculation to con- 
sider the recommendatory epistles that pass round 
this town from hand to hand, and the abuse people 
put upon one another in that kind. It is indeed 
come to that pass, that instead of being the testi- 
mony of merit in the person recommended, the true 
reading of a letter of this sort is, * The bearer hereof 
is so uneasy to me, that it will be an act of qharity 
in you to take him off my hands ; whether you pre- 
fer him or not, it is all one ; for I have no manner 
of kindness for him, or obligation to him or his ; 
and do what you please as to that.' As negligent 
as men are in this respect, a point of honour is con- 
cerned in it: and there is nothing a man should be 
more ashamed of. than passing a worthless creature 
into the service or interests of a man who has never 
injured you. The women indeed are a little too 
keen in their resentments to trespass often this way : 
but you shall sometimes know, that the mistress and 
the maid shall quarrel, and give each other very free 
language, and at last the lady shall be pacified to 
turn her out of doors, and give her a very good 
word to any body else. Hence it is that 'you see* 
in a year and a halfs time, the same face a domestic 
in all parts of the town. Good-breeding and good- 
nature lead people in a great measure to this injus- 
tice : when suitors of na consideration will have 
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coiifidenoe enough to press upon their superiors, 
those in power are tender of speaking the excep- 
tions they have against them, and are mortgaged 
into promises out of their impatience of importunity. 
In this latter case, it would be a very useful inquiry 
to know the history of recommendations. There 
are, you must know, certain abettors of this way 
of torment, who make it a profession to manage 
the affairs of candidates. These gentlemen let out 
their impudence to their clients, and supply any 
defective recommendation, by informing how such 
and such a man is to be attacked. They will tell 

?rou, get the least scrap from Mr. Such-a-one, and 
eave the rest to them. When one of these under- 
takers has your business in hand, you may be sick, 
absent in town or country, and the patron shall be 
worried, or you prevail. I remember to have been 
shewn a gentleman some years ago, who punished a 
whole people for- their facility in giving their cre- 
dentials. This person had belonged to a regiment 
which did duty in the West Indies, and, by the 
mortality of the place, happened to be commanding 
officer in the colony. He oppressed his subjects 
with great frankness, till he became sensible that he 
was heartily hated by every man under is command. 
When he had carried his point to be thus detestable^ 
in a pretended fit of dishumour, and feigned un- 
' easiness of living where he found he was so univer- 
sally unacceptable, he communicated to the chief 
inhabitants a .design he had to return for England^ 
provided they would give him ample testimonials of 
their approbation. The planters came into it to a 
man, and, in proportion to his deserving the quite 
contrary, the words justice, generosity, and courage, 
w6re inserted in his commission, not omitting the 
general good-liking of people of all conditions in the 
colony. The genUeman retums/or £ngland, and 
VOL. vir. I 
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within a few months after came back to them th^ir 
govemori on the strength of their own testimoniaU. 
' Sttch a rebuke as this cannot indeed happen jtp 
easy recomm.enders, in the ordinary course of things 
from one hand to another; but how would a man 
bear to have it said to him, * The person I took into 
confidence on the credit you gave him, has proved 
false, unjust, and has not ^answered any way the 
' character you gave me of him f 

I cannot but conceive very good hopes of that 
rake, Jack Toper of the Temple, for an honest scru- 
pulousness in this point A friend of his, meeting 
with a servant that had formerly lived with Jack, 
and having a mind to take him, sent him to know 
what faults the fellow had, since he could not please 
suplx a careless' fellow as he was. His answer was 
^follows: 

*SIR, 

* Thomas that lived with me was turned 
away because he was too good for me. You know 
I live in taverns ; he is an orderly sober rascal, and 
thinks much to sleep in an entry until two in a 
mornipg. He told me ope day, when he was dress- 
ing me that he wondered I was not dead before 
now^, since I went to dinner in the evening, and 
went to supper at two in tH^ morning. Vf e wgre 
comuig down Essex-street one night ^ little fliis. 
tered, and 1 \yas giving him th? wbr4 to alarm Oie. 
watch; he had the inipudenqe to t^U n^e it was 
agaipst the law. You that are married, and live one 
^^,4^?V ^'^other the same way, dnd so"on«ie 
^S \^?H'13are say wnriike him, and l^e mHi^l 
Sl^? 5?. ^y? ^js meat m due season. The t^\\o^ b 
certainly very honesf. My servic^'to your^laaj;;' 

•Yours," 
* J. T.* 
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Now thiB wai very fair dealing. Jar6k knew very 
Welly that though the love of order made a man 
very awkward in his equipage, it was a valuable 
quality among the queer people who live by rule ; 
and had too much good-sense and good-nature to 
let the fellow starve, because he was not fit to at* 
tend his vivacities. 

1 shall end this discourse with a letter of recom« 
mendation from Horace to Claudius Nero. You 
will see in that letter a slowness to ask a favour, a 
strong reason for being unable to deny his good 
word any longer, and that it is a service to the per- 
son to whom he recommends, to comply with what 
is asked : all which are necessary circumstances, 
both injustice and good-breeding, if a iban would^ 
ask so as to have reason to complain of a denial ; 
and indeed a man should not in strictness askother-^ 
wise. In hopes the authority of Horace, who pet-^ 
fectly understood how to live with great men, may 
have a good effect towards amending this facility in 
pe<)ple of condition, and the confidence of those who 
apply to them without merit, I have translated the 
^pisUe. 



TO CLAUDIUS NERO. 



* SIS, 



* SEPTIMUS, who waits upon you with 
this, is very well acquainted with the place you are 
pleased to allow m6 in your friendship. For when 
he beseeches me to recommend him to your notice, 
in such a manner as to be received by you, who are 
delicate ip the choice of your friends and domestics, 
he knows our intimacy, and understands my ability 
to serve him better than I do myself. I have de- 
fended myself against his ambition to be yours, as 
lon^ as I possibly could ; but fearing the imputation 
pf hiding my power in you out of mean mi selfish 

|2 
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considerations, I am at last prevailed upon- to give 
you this troiible. Thus to avoid the appearance of, 
a greater fault, I have put on this confidence* If 
you can forgive this transgression of modesty in 
behalf of a friend, receive this gentleman into your 
interests and friendship, and take it from me that 
he is an honest and a brave man/ T. 
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JEgrUuditum laudare, unam rem maxima detestahiUm^ . 
quorum est tandem philoBophorumf Cicbbo. 

What kind of philosophy is it to extol melanoholy, the most 
detestable thing in nature ? 

About an age ago it was the fashion in England 
for eyery one that would be thought religipus, to 
throw as much sanctity as possible ipto his face, and, 
in particular, to abstain from all appearances of 
mirth and pleasantry, which were looked upon as 
the marks of a carnal mind. The saint was of a 
sorrowful countenance, and generally eaten up with 
spleen and melancholy. A gentleman, who was 
lately a great ornament* to the learned world, has ; 
diverted me more than once with an account of the 
reception which he met with from a very famous 
independent minister, who was head of a college f 
in those times. This gentleman was then a young • 

♦ The gentleman here alluded to was, Anthony Henley 
esq. who died much lamented in Aug. 171 1. 

f The head of a college was Dr. Thomas Gk>odwin, S. T» P. 
president of Magdalen College in Oxford, aD4 one .of the 
^sembly of divines who sat at Westminster. 
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adventurer in the republic of letters, andJQ^t fitted 
otftfor the universityfveith a good cargo oifLatin and 
G^ek. His friends were resolved that he should 
try his fortune at an election which was drawing 
near in the college, of which the independent mini- 
ster whom I have before mentioned was governor. 
The youth, according to custom, waited on him in 
order' to be examined. He was received at the 
door by a servant who was one of that gloomy ge- 
neration that were then in fashion. He conducted 
him, with great silence and seriousness, to a long 
gallery, which was darkened at noon-day, and had 
only a single candle burning in it After a short 
stay in this melancholy apartment, he was led into . 
a chamber hunjg with black, where he entertaitied 
himself for "sbme time by the glimmering of a taper, 
until atteti^h the head of the college catne out' to ' 
him trdrii'atl intier rdom, ' wfth half a dozen nighl- ^ 
caps ir(>6u hh lie^d, attd a' relVgious ' horror in his' 
countenalice. The young nian trembled: but his' 
fears increased, when instead of bdng asked what' 
pr6gres§ lie had made in learning, he was examined 
ntfw he abounded in grace. His Latin' and Greek* 
stood him in little stead ; he was to give an account 
only of the state of his so'ul; whether he w^S of the 
number 'of the elect ; what was ' the occasion of the 
conversion ; upoi^ what day of the month, and^ 
hour of the" day it happened ; how it was cartied on, 
and when completea; The whole eximmation was ' 
stfmmed up Wth one short question, namely, wher ' 
ther he was prepared for 'death 1 The boy, who had ** 
be^h bred up by hon^*st par^ntd, was frighted oiit 
of his wits at the solemnity of thd proceeding, and by ^ 
the lastdreadfttl interrogatory j so that, upon makinff' 
his* escape out of this house' of Inourriing, he could 
n^er be brought a sec6nd time to the examination, 
as not beisg^ Mi to go through the terrors of it. 

i3 
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Notwitbstaiiding this general form and outside of 
religion is pretty well worn out among us, there aie 
many persons who, by a natural uncheerfulness of 
heart, mistaken notions of piety, or weakness of 
understanding, love to indulge this uncomfortable 
way of life, and give up themselves a prey to grief 
and melancholy. Superstitious fears, and groundless 
scruples, cut them off from the pleasures of conver- 
sation, and all those social entertainments, which 
are not only innocent but laudable : as if mirth was 
made for reprobates, and cheerfulness of heart 
denied those who. are the only persons that have a 
proper title to it. 

Sombriiis is one of these sons of sorrow. He 
thinks himself obliged in duty to be sad and dis- 
consolate. He looks on a sudden fit of laughter 
as( a breach of his baptismal vow. An innocent jest 
startles him like blaspheniy. Tell him of one who 
is advanced to a title of honour, he lifts up his hands , 
and eyes ; describe a public ceremony, he shakes his . 
head; shew him a gay equipage, he blesses himself* 
All the little ornaments of life are pomps and vanities. 
Mirth is wanton, and wit profane. He is scan- 
dalized at youth for being lively, and at childhood 
for being playful. He sits at a christening, or a mar- 
riage feast, as at a funeral ; sighs at the conclusion 
of a merry story, and grows devout when the rest of 
the company grow pleasant. After all, Sombrius is 
a religious man, and would have behaved himself 
very properly, had he lived when Christianity was 
under a general persecution. 

I would by no means presume to tax such charac- 
ters with hypocrisy, as is done too frequently ; that 
being a vice which I think none but He who knows 
the secrets of men's hearts should pretend to disco- 
ver in another, where the proofs of it do not amount 
to a demonstration. On the contrary, as there are 
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many excelle&t persons who are weighed down by ; 
this habitual sorrow of heart, they rather deserve our 
coaipassion than our reproaches. I think, however, 
they would do well tp consider whether such a 
behaviour does not deter men from a religious life, 
by representing it as an unsociable state, that extin- 
guisl^es all joy and gladness* darkens the face of 
nature, and destroys the relish of being itself. 

I have, in former papers, shewn how great a ten- 
dency there is to cheerfulness in religion, and how 
such a frame of mind is not only the most lovely, 
but the most commendable in a virtuous person. In 
short, those who represent religion in so unamiable 
a light, are like the spies sent by Moses to make 
a discovery of the land of promise, when by their 
reports they discouraged the people from entering 
upon it. Those who shew us the joy , the cheerfulness, 
the good humour, th^t naturally spring up in this 
happy state, are like the spies bringing along witl^ 
them the clusters of grapes, and delicious fruits, that 
might invite their companions into the pleasant 
country which produced them.* 

An eminent pagan writerf has made a discourse 
to shew that the atheist, who denies a God, does 
him less dishonour than the man who oXvns his being 
but at the same time believes him to be cruel, hard 
to please, and terrible to human nature. * For my 
own part,' says he, * I would rather it should be 
said of me, that there was never any such man as 
Plutarch, tiian that Plutarch was ill-natured, capri- 
cious, or inhuman.' 

If we may believe our logicians, man is distin- ' 
euished firom all other creatures by the faculty of • 
hiughter. He has a heart capable of mirth, and 

• Numb. ch. xiii. 

-f Pl«t. Hipi Abi ri^cujxovla^. Plut. Opera, tom.i. p.280. 
H, 8t0pli« 167Z. 19rao. 
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natfiraNy disposed to it. It is n^t'tlie busin^^^oT 
vinu^ to extirpate the afiectioni^ of the mind; bttt 
to regolate them. It may moderate and restrain^- 
but was nOt designed to banish gladness from the 
heart of man. Religion contracts the circle of our' 
pleasures, but leaves it wide enough for her votaries' 
to expatiate in. The contemplation of the Divine 
Being, and the exercise of virtue, are, in their oWn* 
nature, so far fromf excluding all riadnesJr of heart, 
that they are perpetual sources of u. In ^TifOi^, the 
true spirit of religidn cheei*8j as'\^ll as^-comfpo^^^ 
the sottl ; it bilnish^s indeed all levity of t)ehaviouir,' 
all vicious and dissblute mirth ; but in exbhange,* Mn ' 
the mind with a pi^etniBLl serenity, imintemipf ed^ 
clieerfulne&s, and- an habitual inclmation to pleas^' 
others, as well as td be pleased in itself. 

O. 
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Duris ut tkit tohsa 'bipenniitts^ 
Nigrttfermei fnridU idAlgido^ 
Per damnai^per cade$f ab ipto 
J)ucitvpe8 ^Mmumfueferro* 

HoR. 4 0d. iv.57. 



Like an ohk on soltitf cold moubtaiii brow, 



At ev'iy wound they sprout and groWt 
Tbe axe and sword new vi^ur |;ive, 
And by their riiins they revive* 

A*ov.' 

As I am one, whb^by nly piWf66^io<i, am^Mii^^f t6^ 
look into all kinds^bf men^ ther^ are nO^ lAibtiil ' 
consider with so much pleasure, as those who have 
any thing new or extraordinary in their :charactwrs, 
or ways of living. For this reason, I haVe'-o^Mn^ 
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amused myself with speculations on the race of 
people called Jews, many of whom I have met with in 
most of the considerable towns which I have passed 
through in the course of my travels. They are, in- • 
deed, so disseminated through all the trading parts 
of the world, that they are become the instruments 
by which the most distant nations converse with one 
another^ and by which mankind are knit together in 
a general correspondence. They are like the pegs 
and nails in a great building, which, though they 
are but little valued in themselves, are absolutely 
necessary to keep the whole frame together. 

That I may not fall into any common beaten tracks • 
of observation, I shall consider this people in three 
view9. First,with regard to their numoer; secondly, 
their dispersion ; and thirdlvy their adherence to 
their religion : and afterwards endeavour to shew, - 
first, what natural reasons, and, secondly, what 
providential reasons, may be assigned for these 
three remarkable particulars. 

The Jews are looked upon by many to be as 
numerous at present as they were formerly in the 
land of CanaaQ, 

This is wonderful, considering the dreadful 
slaughter made of them under some of the Roman 
eqaperors, which historians describe by the death of 
many hundred thousands in a war ; and the innu- 
merable massacres and persecutions they have 
undergone in Turkey, as well as in all Christian 
nations of the world. The rabbins, to express the 
great havoc which has been sometimes made of 
them, tell us, after their usual manner of h3rperbole, 
that there were such torrents of holy blood shed, 
as carried rocks of a hundred yards in circumference 
above three miles into the sea. 

T^eir dispisrsion is the second remarkable pavti- 
pular i^ this pepple. They swarm over all the East, 
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and are settled in the remotest paitf of GIAMlV 
They are spread through most of the nations itf 
Europe and Africa, and many families of the^ arifr' 
established in the West Indies: not to m^ntiott 
nvhole nations bordering on Prester- John's country, 
and discovered in the inner parts of America, if w^ 
may give any credit to their own writers. 

Their firm adherence to their religion is nO ksd 
remarkable than their numbers and disper^ioii,' 
especially considering it as persecuted or COiitemn^d' 
over the face of the whole earth. This is likewise' 
the more remax^able, if we consider the fi^qiientf 
apostasies of this people, when they H/ed undbr 
their kings in the land of promise, and withili t^ghf 
of their temple. 

If in the niext place we examine what may l>e tii€ 
i^^turfd reasons fcMT these three partV6ula»§'Wnidh^ii^ 
find in the Jews^ and which are not to be ^ciiid itt^ 
any oi^er religion or people, I can, in the first plac^/ 
attribute their numbers to nothing but their dOnstadd 
employments, their abstinence, their exemption 
from wars, and above ail, their fVe(}uent maitiag^s^* 
for they look on celibacy as an accursed state, aiad^ 
generally are married before twenty, as hoping tlie 
Messiah may descend from them. 

The dispersion of the Jews into all the nations 6f 
the earth is the second remarkable particular of that 
people, though not so hard to be accounted for. 
They were always in rebellions and tumults while 
they had the temple and holy city in view, for 
which reason they have often been driven out of 
their old habitations in the land of promise. They 
have as often been banished out of most other places 
where they have settled, which must very much 
disperse and scatter a people, and oblige them't(> 
seeWa-livlelihbod'where they can find it. Besides, 
the whole people is now a race of such merchafit9- 



as are wanderers by profession, and, at the same 
t^^ ^e ifi most, if pot all plAqss^ incapvUe of 
either lands or offices, that might engage them to 
make any part of the world their home. 

This dispersion would probably have lost their 
religion, had it not beep secured by the strength of 
its constitution ; for they are to live all in a body, 
and generally within the s^me enclosure : to marry 
among themselves, and to eat no meats that are 
not killed or prepared their own way. This shuts 
them out from all table convefsation^ and the most 
fgi:^^a^ inte]riC9nr$,e ofli&; mA, by Cionsequence, 
e)^(4i)9ef t^e^ ^Qpi t)}e oApst prpbable means of 
cpnv^Pfi. 

I& 1^ ^^ laftt igU^fi^t lye <^niii4er vh»l pvoividftiiiial 
r^^S(BgBi9 v^w^Q mim^i fPr th^»^ t^Dpavtioulars, 
yre ^l^aU 6^ t/t^t tb^vf n^wti^nj dUp^rsuvi, and 
^piu^Tf^m:|^ ^ flj^if i^gi^^n, kaye forobhed every 
9ge^ ^d ey^vy ijl^jioa qf 4ie w^rMyWith the strcxDgesI 
^g^ipienjbs fojr t4« Qhirisiian &iih» not only as these 
very pmiBolani a^e fofetold of tlmm. but as the^ 
th^jQSjfilvefi ^e the d^pmitanes of taese, and aii 
Ui^ jptsiei: pfppl^ep^s whiob tend to tbeis own ccaor 
fjIffQD. Tbev nifv^t;^ fuipi^he^ «)»>with ^ sufficient 

id '@f i^itries^^ t^ii^ atlfBfilt the Isath of the old 

[e./ jl^eir difpi^r^n Sfveadft Aese witnesses 
r^p^ s^ ]^t| of th# yffiAA* The adherence to 

'fetjgioa faaiif;^s th<»r lecitimpny unqaestioaable. 
tji^ wW4^ l3^dy of Jews be«ft converted to 

jtj^il^y, yf§ fj^Quld pertaiidy kave thought all 
4|^ PF9Ji^^(CJi^ of tb§ Old Testament, that relate to 
tj^^ oaq^i^ayo^ history ^lf<>*<< blessed Saviour, forged 
hg <C}aru^jj|%]j^ anj^d tov^ looked upon them, with the 

RU$^H)».<^49 Sibyls, as m^e f|iany years after 

^^tft t^j[ p?<)teaded to foret^. 

O. 
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Gnatum pariter uti his decuity aut etiam ampUua^ 
Quod ilia ataa magis ad hac uitnda idonea est, 

Tkrbnt. Heaut. Act i. Sc. 1. 

Vour son ought to have shared in these things^ because yoHtb 
is best suited to the enjoyment of them. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' Those ancients who were the most accurate in 
their remarks on the genius and temper of mankind, 
by considering the various bent and scope of bur 
actions, throughout the progress of life, have^ with 
ereat exactness, allotted inclinations and objects of 
desire particular to every stage, according to the 
different circumstances of our conversation and 
fortune, through the several periods of it. Hence 
they were disposed c^asily to excuse those excesses 
which might possibly arise from a too eager pursuit 
of the affections more immediately proper to eacb 
state. They indulged the levity of childhood with 
tenderness, overlooked the gaiety of youth with 
^ood-nature, tempered the forward ambition and 
impatience of ripened manhood with discretion, and 
kindly imputed the tenacious avarice of old men to 
their want of relish for any other enjoyment. Such 
allowances as these were no less advantageous to 
common society than obliging to particular persons ; 
for, by maintaining a decency and regularity in the 
course of life, they supported the dignity of human 
nature, which then sufiers the greatest violence when 
the order of things is inverted ; and in nothing is it 
more remarkably vilified and ridiculous, than when 
feebleness preposterously attempts to adorn itself 
with diat outward pomp and lustre, which serve only 
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to set off the bloom of Voi^th with better advantage. 
I was insensibly earned Into reflections of iJiiA 
nature, by just now meeting Paulino (who is in his 
climacteric) bedecked with the utmost splendor of 
dress and equipage, and giving an unbounded loose 
to all manner of pleasure, whilst his only son is 
debarred all innocent diversion, and may be seen 
frequently solacing himself in the Mall with no other 
attendance, than one antiquated servant of his 
father*s for a companion and director. 

' It is a monstrous want of reflection, that a man 
cannot consider, that when he cannot resign the plea- 
sures of life in his decay of appetite and inclination 
to them, his son must have a much uneasier task to 
resist the impetuosity of growing desires. The skill 
therefore should methinks be, to let a son want no 
lawful diversion, in proportion to his future fortune, 
and the figure he is to make in the world. The first 
step towards virtue that I have observed in young 
men of condition thathave run in excesses,has been, 
that they had a regard to their quality and reputa. 
tion in the management of their vices. Narrowness 
in their circumstances has made many youths, to 
supply themselves as debauchees, commence cheats 
and rascals. The father who allows his son to the 
utmost ability avoids this latter evil, whidi, as to 
the world, is much greater than the former. But the 
contrary practice has prevailed so much among some 
men, that I have known them deny them what was 
merely necessary for education' suitable to their 
quality. Poor young Antonio is a lamentable 
instance of ill conduct in this kind. The young man 
did not want natural talents ; but the father of hinr 
was a coxcomb, who affected being a fine gentleman 
so unmercifully, that he could not endure in his 
sight, or the frequent mention of one who was his 
son, growing into manhood, and thrusting him out 

VOL. VII. K 
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of die gfty W4w)d« I have often UMMiigbt the father 
took ffc<seeff^ pl^a9ure in cefleotipg, tabtt, when that 
fioie kovse ai»d seat caioe into the next hands, ii 
would revive his memory, a9 a person who knew 
how to enjoy them, from observation of the rusticity 
and ignorance of his successor. Certain it is, that a 
man mfty* if he will, let his heart close to the having 
so regard to any thing but his dear self, even with 
exclusion of his very children. I recommend this 
subject to your consideration, and am, Sir, 

< Your most humble servant, 

* T. B.' 

« MR* SFIbCT ATOR, * London, Sept 26, 1712. 

* I AH jusjt come from Tunbridge* and 
biKVd Mnee my inet^r^ read Mrs. Matilda Mohair's 
letter^ you. She pretends to make a mighty story 
afaaiil tke diveraioQ 9f swinging in thfit place. What 
VM fllone, w«s only ^mong rel^tiontt, and no man 
^iWiiiig any woman who was not second cousin at 
fiivthesl. Sho is pleased to say, care was taken that 
the gcdiMits tied tb^ ladies' legs before they were 
^ wafted into tbf air* Since she is so spit^ul, I will 
* tell you the plain t^nth. — There was no such nicety 
obseived, since w» were aH, as I just now told you, 
«ear relations i but Mrs. Mohair herself has been 
avnag the9e» and she invents all this malice, because 
it was observed she has crooked leg^, of whi^^h I 
waa an aye^itneaa, 

* Your humble servant, 

< RACIiSI* aHOESTRING/ 

^ MR. sncTAT0R, ' Tuniii4g^ 3ept aa, 17|a. 

< We have just now read your paper, coo- 
taming Mrs* Mehair's letter. It is an invention of 
ber avn from one end to Ibe other ; and I desire you 
would print the inclosed letter by itself, and shorten 
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it so as to come widiin tifte co^asd of toiir Mf 
sheet. She is the most malicious minx ih'tn^ wo^ld; 
for ali she looks sa innocent. Do no€ leaye out 
that part about her being in love with her fethelr's" 
butler, which makes her shun men ; for that is the 
truest of it all. * Your humble servant, 

* SARAH TRICE.' 

* P.S. She has crooked legs.' 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 'Tunbridge, Sept. 26^ 171^. 

* All that Mrs. Mohair is so vexed at 
against the good company of thid place, is, that we 
all know she has crooked legs. This is certainly 
true. I do not care for putting my name^ because 
one would not be in the power of the creature. 

* Your humble servant^ unknown^* 

' MR. SPECTATOR, * jPanbTldge,Sept. f!&; rt\t. 

* That insuflbrable prude, Mrs. Bfohaif, 
who has told such stories of the company he^, is 
with child, for all her nice airs and her ch)oked< 
legs. Pray be sure to put her in for both thosb 
two things, and you will oblige every body here, 
especially * Your humble servant, 

f ALICE BLVEOARTBR,' 
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OStos ecrr) yaXecityjs yepcoVf 

Mbnanobr, 
A cunning old fox this ! 

k FAVOUR well bestowed is almost as gipeat arif ho^ 
Qour to him who confers it as to him who receives it: 
What indeed makes for the superior repntatic^n of the 

K 2 
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patron ia this case, i%, that he is always surraunded 
with specious pretences of unworthy candidates, and 
is often alone m the kind inclination be has towards 
the well deserving. Justice is the first quality in the 
man who is in a post of direction ; and I remember to 
haveheard an old gentleman talk of the civil wars,and 
in his relation gave an account of a general officer, 
who, with this one quality, without any shining 
endowments, became so popularly beloved and 
honoured, that all decisions between man and man 
were laid before hip by the parties concerned, in a 
private way; and^they would lay by their animosities 
implicitly, if he bid them be friends, or submit them- 
selves in. the wrong without reluctance, if he said it, 
without waiting the judgment of courts-martial. 
His manner was to keep the dates of all commissions 
in his closet, and wholly dismiss from the service 
such who were deficient in their duty; and after that, 
took care to prefer according to the order of battle. 
His familiars were his entire friends, and could have - 
no interested views ii^ courting his acquaintance ; 
for his affection was no step to their preferment, 
though it was to their reputation. By this means, a 
kind aspect, a salutation, a smile, and giving out his 
hand, had the weight of what is esteemed by vulgar 
minds more substantial. His business was very 
short, and he who had nothing to do but justice, 
was never affronted with arequest of a familiar daily 
visitant for what was due to a brave man at a dis- 
tance. Extraordinary merit he used to recommend to 
the king for some distinction at home; till the order 
of battle made way for his rising in the troops. Add 
to this that he had an excellent manner of getting 
rid of such who he observed were good at a halt, 
a9 his phrase was. Under this description he com - 
pr^iide4; all those who. were contented to Uyb 
fvjdiout reproach, apd had iio promptitude in their 



N* 497. spectatoh; 101 

, minds towards glory. These Mlo^s were d90 re^ 
commended to the king, and taken t>ff of the general -s^ 
hands into posts wherein diligence and common^ 
honesty were all that were necessary. This general' 
had no weak part in his line, but every man had ae? 
much care upon hini, and as much honour to lose as^ 
himself. Every officer could answer for what passed ^ 
where he was; and the general'spresence was never' 
necessary any where, but where he had placed' him»» 
self at the first disposition, except that accident- 
happened from extraordinary efforts of the enemy 
which he could not foresee ; but it was remarkable 
that it never fell out from failure in his own troops. 
It must be confessed the world is jqst so much out 
of order, as an. unworthy person possesses what 
should be in the direction of him who has better 
pretensions to it. 

Instead of such at:onduet as this old fellow used to 
describe in his general, all the evils which have ever> 
happened among mankind have arose from the 
wanton disposition of the favours -of the powerftiK It ' 
is generally all that men of modesty ana virtue can 
do, to fall in with some whimsical turn in a great' 
man, to make way for things ofreal and absolute seic^ 
vice. In the time of Don Sebaistian of Port^igaiy or i 
some time since^ the first minister wouM let nothing . 
come near him btit what bore the most profound fece 
of wisdom and gravity. They carried it so far* 
that, for the greater show of Uieir profound kiiow« 
ledge, a pair oCispectades tied on their noses> with 
a bkidcT^bonTOund their beads, was what * com« 
rdistedth&dress ofthose who m^de their court at his 
levee^ and inone with naked noses were admitted to 
his presence. A blunt honest feHow, who had a 
command in the train of artillery, had attempted to 
make an impression upon the poner, day after day^ 
in vain, until at length he made his appearance in a 

K % 
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werf thoughtful dark suit of clothes, smd two pair - 
of spectacles on at once. He was conducted from 
room to room, with great deference, to the mini. • 
ster ; and, carrying on the farce of the piace^ he told ■ 
his excellency that he had pretended in this manner 
to be wiser than he really was, but with no ill in-^ 
tention ; but he was honest Such-a-one of the train, 
and he came to tell him that they wanted wheelbar^- 
rows and pickaxes. The thing happened not to dis* ' 
please, the great man was seen to smile, and the 
successful officer was re-conducted with the same 
profound ceremony out of the house. 

When Leo X. reigned pope of Rome, his holiness 
though a man of sense, and of an excellent taste of 
letters, of all things affected fools, buffoons, hu- 
mourists, and coxcombs. Whether it were from 
vanity, and that he enjoyed no talents in other men 
but what were inferior to him, or whatever it was, 
he carried it so far, that his whole delight was in 
finding out new fools, and, as our phrase is, playing 
them off, and making them shew themselves to ad- 
vantage. A priest of his former acquaintance suf- 
fered a great many disappointments in attempting . 
to find access to him in a regular character, until at 
last, in despair, he retired from Rome, and returned ' 
in an equipage so very fantastical, both as to the '■ 
dress of himself and servants, that the whole court 
were in an emulation who should first introduce 
him to his holiness. What added to the expecta-r 
tionhis holiness had ofthe pleasure he should have 
in his follies, was, that this fellow, in a dress the 
most exquisitely ridiculous, desired he might speak 
to him alone, for he had matters ofthe highest im* 
portapce^ upon which he wanted a conference. • 
Nothing could be denied to a coxcomb of so great 
hope; but whea they were apart^ the impostor re-f 
vealed himself; and spoke as follows: 



NM97. SPECTATOR. 103 

' Do not be surprised, most holy father at seeing, 
instead of a coxcomb to laugh at, your old friend^ 
who has taken this way of access to admonish you of 
your own folly. Can any thing shew your holiness 
now unworthily you treat mankind, more than my 
being put upon this difficulty to speak with you ? It 
is a degree of folly to delight to see it in others, and 
it is the greatest insolence imaginable to rejoice in the 
disgrace of human nature. It is a criminal humility 
in a person of your holiness*s understanding, to be- 
lieve you cannot excel but in the conversation of 
half-wits, humourists, coxcombs, and buffoons. If 
your holiness has a mind to be diverted like a ra- 
tional maji, you have a great opportunity for it^ iiji. 
disrobing all the impertinents you have favoured, of 
all their riches and trappings at once, and bestow- 
ing them on the humble, the virtuous, and the meek. 
If your holiness is not concerned for the sake of 
virtue %nd religion, be pleased to reflect, that, for the' 
sake^f your own safety it is not proper to be so very 
much in jest. When the pope is thus merry, the 
people will in time begin to think many things, 
which they have hitherto beheld with great venera- 
tion, are in themselves objects of scorn and derision. 
If they once get a trick of knowing how to laugh, your 
holiness's saying this sentence in one night-cap, and 
the other with the other, the change of your slippers, 
bringing you your staff in the midst of a prayer, then 
stripping you of one vest, and clapping on a second 
during divine, service, will be found out to have no- 
thing in it. Consider, sir, that at this rate a head will 
be reckoned never the wiser for being bald ; and the 
igpiorant will be apt to say that going barefoot does 
not at all help on in the way to heaven. The red cap 
and the cowl will fall under the same contempt; and 
the vulgar will tell us to our faces, that we shall have 
no authority over them, but from the force of our 
arguments and the sanctity of our lives.' T, 
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— — Fru§tra reiinaeula t§ndefu 

Fertur cquU tiurigay nefue audit currtu hmbenai, 

ViAO. Georg. i.3i4, 

« 

Nor reios^ nor curbs, nor cries the horses fear, 
But force along the trembling cliarroteer. 

Dryoen. 

TO THE SPECTATOR-GENERAL OF GREAT 

BRITAIN. 

From the farther end of the. Widow's Coffee<?hoi]se in 
Devereux-court, Monday eveni^igi twenty-pigbt minutes 
and a half past six. 

' DEAR DUMB, 

* In short, to use no further preface, if I should 
tell you that I have seen a hackney-coachman, 
when he has come to set down his fare, which 
has consisted of two or three very fine ladies, hand 
them out, and salute every one of them with an air 
of familiarity, without giving the least offence, you ' 
would perhaps think me guilty of a gasconade. But 
to clear myself from that imputation, and to ex^ 
plain this matter to you, I assure you that there are 
many illustrious youths within this city, who fre- 
quently recreate themselves by driving of a hack'<> 
ney-coach ; but those whom, above all others, I 
would recommend to you, are the young gentlemen 
belonging to the inns of court. We have, I think, 
about a dozen coachmen, who have chambers here 
in the Temple ; and„ as it is reasonable to believe 
others will follow their example, we may perhaps in 
time {if it shall be thought convenient) be drove to 
Westminster by our own fraternitv, allowing: every 
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fifth pierson to apply his meditations this way, which 
is but a modest computation^ as the humour is now 
likely to take. It is to be hoped, likewise, that 
there are in the other nurseries of the law, to be 
found a proportionable number of these ho|>eful 
plants, springing up to the everlasting renown of 
their native country. Of how long standing this hu- 
mour has been, I know not. The first time I had any 
particular reason to take notice of it was about this 
time twelvemonth, when, being upon Hampsteadr 
heath with some of these studious young men, who 
went thither purely for the sake of contemplation, 
uothin^ would serve them but I must go through 
a course of this philosophy too ; and, being ev«r 
willing to embellish myself with any commendable 
qualification, it was not long ere they persuaded me 
into the coach-box ; nor indeed much longer, before 
I underwent the fate of my brother Phaeton ; for, 
having drove about fifty paces with pretty good suc- 
cess, through my own natural sagacity, together 
with the good instructions of my tutors, who, to give 
them their due, were on all hands encouraging and 
assisting rae in this laudible undertaking ; I say, sir, 
having drove about fifty paces with pretty good sua^ 
x^ess, I must needs be exercising the lash, which the 
horses reseated so ill from my hands, that they gave 
a sudden start, and thereby pitched me directly upon 
my head, as 1 very well remembered about half an 
hour afterwards ; which not only deprived me of all 
the knowledge I had gained for fifty yards before, 
but had like to have broke my neck into the bar- 
gain. After «pch a severe reprimand, you may ima- 
gine I was not very easily prevailed with to make 
a second attempt : and indeed, upon mature delibe- 
ration, the whole science seemed, at 16ast to me, to 
be surrounded with so many difficulties,' that, not- 
^i^standing the unknown advantages which might 
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have accrued to me thereby, I gave over all hopes 
of attaining it ; and 1 believe had never thought of it 
more, but that my memory has been lately refiresfaed 
by seeing some of these ingenious gentlemen ply in 
the open streets, one of which 1 saw receive so suit- 
able a reward to his labours, that though I know 
you are no friend to story-telling, yet I must beg 
leave to trouble you with this at large. 

' About a fortnight since, as I was diverting my- 
self with a pennyworth of walnuts at the Temple^ 
gate^ a lively young fellow in a fustian jacket shot 
by me« beckoned a coach, and toM the coachman-' 
he wanted to go as far as Chelsea. They agreed 
upon the price, and this young gentleman mounts 
the coach-box : the fellow, staring at him, desired 
taknow if he should not drive until they were outof 
town. * No, no»' replied he. He was then- going 
to climb up to him, but received another check, and' 
was then ordered to get into the coach, or behind it, 
for that he wanted no instructors ; *' but be sure, 
you dog you," say? he, '* do not you bilk me." Hie 
fellow thereupon surrendered his whip, scratched 
his head, and crept into the coach. Having my-self ' 
occasion to go into the Strand about the same time, 
we started both together ; but the street being very 
full of coaches, and he not so able a coachman as 
perhaps he imagined himself, I had soon got a little 
way before him ; often, however, having the curio«> 
sity to cast my eye back upon him, to observe how 
he behaved himself in this high station, which he 
did with great composure, until he came to the pass, 
which is a military term the brothers of the whip 
have given to the strait at St. Clement's church. 
When he was arrived near this place, where are 
always coaches in waiting, the coachmen began to 
suck up the muscles of their cheeks, and to tip the 
wink upon each other, as if they had some roguery 
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in their heads, which I was immediately cotivinced 
of; for he no sooner came within r^ach, but the 
first of them with his whip took the exact dimension 
of his shoulders, which he very ingeniously called 
endorsing : and indeed, I must s^y, that every one 
of them took due care to endorse him as he came 
through their hands. He seemed at first a little 
uneasy under the operation, and was going in all 
haste to take the numbers of their coaches ; but at 
length, by the mediation of the worthy gentleman 
in the coach, his wrath was assuaged, and he pre- 
vailed upon to pursue his journey; though indeed 
I thought they had clapped such a spoke in his wheel, 
as had disabled him from being a coachman for that 
day at least : for I am only mistaken, Mr. Spec, 
if some of these endorsements were not wrote in 
so strong a hand that they are still legible. Upon 
my enquiring the reason of this usual salutation, 
they told me, that it was a custom among them, 
whenever they saw a brother tottering or unstable 
in his post, to lend him a hand, in order to settle 
him again therein. For my part, I thought their al- 
legations but reasonable, and so marched o£ Be- 
sides our coachmen, we abound in divers other sorts 
of ingenious robust youth, who, I hope will not 
take it ill if I defer giving you an account of their 
several recreations to another opportunity. In the 
meantime* if you would but bestow a little of your 
wholesome advice upon our coachmen, it might 
perhaps be a reprieve to some of their necks. . As 
I understand you have several inspectors under you* 
if you would but send one amongst us here in the 
Temple, I am persuaded he would not want em- 
ployment. But I leave this to your own considera* 
tion, and am, Sir, 

• Your humble servant, 

< MOS£^ OB.££KBA0/ 
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* p. S. I have heard our critics in the coffee- 
houses hereabout talk mightily of the unity of time 
and place. According to my notion of the matter 
I have endeavoured at something like it in the be- 
ginning of my epistle. I desire to be informed 
a little as to that particular. In my next I design 
to give you some account of excellent watermen, 
who are bred to the law, and far outdo the land 
students abore mentioned.' 

T. 
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Nimis uncis 



Nar^u8 indulges, Pbrs. Sat i. 40. 
You drive the jesl too far. 

D'ftYDEN. 

My friend Will Honeycomb has told me, for above 
this half year, that he had a great mind to try his 
hand at a Spectator, and that he would fain have 
one of his writing in my works. This morning I 
received from him the following letter, which, after 
having rectified some little orthographical mistakes, 
I shall make a present of to the public. 

* PEAR SPEC 

' I WAS about two nights ago in company 
with very agreeable young people of both sexes, 
where, talking of some of your papers which are 
written on conjugal lore, there arose a dispute 
among us, whether there were not more bad husbands 
in the world than bad wives. A gentleman, who was 
advocate for the ladies, took this occasion to tell us 
the story of a famous siege in Germany, which I 
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hare Bince found related in my historical dictionary4 
after the following manner. When the emperor 
Conrade the Third had besieged Guelphus, duke of 
Bavaria, in the city of Hensberg, the women, find- 
ing that the town could not pos^bly hold out long, 
petitioned the emperor that Uiey might depart out of 
It, with so much as each of them could carry. The 
emperor, knowing they could not convey away many 
of their efifects, granted them their petition : when 
the women, to his great surprise, came out of the 
place with every one her husband upon her back. 
The emperor was so moved at the sight, that he 
burst into tears : and, after having very much ex. 
tolled the women for their conjugal affection, gave 
the men to their wives, and received the duke into 
his favour. 

* The ladies did not a little triumph at this story^ 
asking us at the same time, whether in our con- 
sciences we believed that the men of any town in 
Great Britain would, upon the same offer, and at 
the same conjuncture, have loaden themselves with 
their wives; or rather, whether they would not 
have been glad of such an opportunity to get rid of 
them ? To this my very good friend, Tom Dap- 
perwit, who took upon him to be the mouth of our 
sex, replied, that they would be very much to blame 
if they would not do the same good office for the 
women, considering that their strength would be 
greater, and their burdens lighter. As we were 
amusing ourselves with discourses of this nature, in 
order to pass away the evening, which now begins 
to grow tedious, we fell into that laudable and pri-_ 
mitive diversion of questions and commands. I 
was no sooner vested with the regal authority, but 
I enjoined all the ladies, under pain of my displea- 
sure, to tell the confipany ingenuously, in case they 
had been in the siege above-mentioned, and had the 

VOL, VII, L 
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saxnft offers made them as the good women of th^t 
' place, what every one of them would have brought 
off with her, and have thought most worth the 
saving? There were several merry answers made 
to my question, which entertained us until bed-time. 
This £Qled my mind with such a huddle of ideas, 
that, upon my going to sleep, I fell into, the follow- 
ing dream: 

' I saw a town of this island,which shall be name* 
less, invested on every side, and the inhabitants of 
it so straitened as to cry for quarter .^ The general 
refused any other terms than those granted to the 
above-mentioned town of Hensberg, namely, that 
the married women might come out with what they 
could bring; along with them. Immediately the city 
gates flew open, and a female procession appeared, 
multitudes of the sex following one another in a row, 
and staggering under their respective burdens. I 
took my stand upon an eminence in the enemy's 
camp, which was appointed for the general rendez- 
vous of these female carriers, being very desirous to 
look into their several ladings. The first of them 
had a huge sack upon her shoulders, which she set 
down with great care. Upon the opening of it, 
when I expected to have seen her husband shot out 
of it, I found it was filled with china-ware. The 
next appeared in a more decent figure, carrying a 
handsome young fellow upon her back : I could not 
. forbear commending the young woman for her con- 
jugal affection, when, to my great surprise. I found 
that she had left the good man at home, and brought 
away her gallant. I saw the third, at some distance, 
with a little withered face peeping over her shoulder, 
whom I could not suspect for any but her spouse, 
until, upon her setting him down, I heard her call 
him dear pug, and found him to be her favourite 
monkey. A fourth brought a huge bale of cards 
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^long with her; and the fifth a Bolouia lap-do^, 
for her husband, it seems, being a very burly man^ 
she thought it would be less trouble for her to bring 
away little Cupid. The next was the wife of a 
rich usurer, laden with a bag of gold ; she told us 
that her spouse was very old, and by the course of 
nature could not expect to live long; and that to 
shew her tender regards for him, she had saved that 
which the poor man loved better than his life. The 
next came towards us with her son upon her back, 
who, we were told, was the greatest rake in the 
place, but so much the mother's darling, that she 
left her husband behind with a large family of hope^ 
fill sons and daughters, for the sake of this graceless 
youth. 

^ It would be endless to mention the several pef- 
aons, with their several loads, that appeared to me 
in this strange vision. All the place about me was 
covered with packs of ribbons, brocades, embroi- 
dery» and ten thousand other materials, sufficient 
to have furnished a whole street of toy-shops« One 
of the women, having a husband, who was none of 
the heaviest, was bringing him off upon her shoul- 
ders, at the same time that she carried a great 
bundle of Flanders lace under her arm : but finding 
herself so overloaden, that she could not save both of 
them, she dropped the good man, and brought 
away the bundle. In short, I found but one hus- 
band among this great mountain of baggage, who 
was a lively cobbler, that kicked and spurred all the 
while his wife was carrying him on, and, as it was 
said, had scarce passed a day in his life without 
giving her the discipline of the strap. 

* I cannot conclude cny letter, dear Spec, without 
teUing thee one very odd whim hi this my dream. 
I saw, methought, a dozen women employed in 
•bringing off one man; I covdd not guess who h 

l2 
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should be, until upon his nearer approach I dis- 
covered thy short phiz.^ The women all declared 
that it was for the sake of thy works, and not thy 
person, that they brought thee off, and that it was 
on condition that thou shouldst continue the Spec- 
tator. If thou thinkest this dream will make a 
tolerable one, it is at thy service, from, 

* Dear Spec, 
•Thine, sleeping and waking, 

• wiiL honeycomb/ 

< 

The ladies will see by this letter what I have 
often told them, that Will is one of those old- 
fashioned men of wit and pleasure of the town, that 
shews his parts by raillery on marriage, and one who 
has often tried his fortune that way without success. 
I cannot however dismiss his letter, without ob- 
serving, that the true story on which it is built does 
honour to the sex, and that, in order to abuse them; 
the writer is obliged to have recourse to dream and 
fiction, O. 

N»500. FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1712. 



Hue natas adjice septem. 



Et totidem juvenes ; et max generosque nuruique. 
Qtu^riU nunc, habuit quam nostra superhia causam. 

Ovio, Met. Ti. 182. 

Seven are my daughters, of a form divine. 

With seven fair sons, an indefective line. 

Go, fools, consider this, and ask the cause 

From which my pride its strong presumption draws. 

Croxal. 
*SIR, 

/ Yo|;, who are so well acquainted with the story 
of Socrates, must have read how, upon his making 
a discourse concerning love, he pressed his point 
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with «o much success, that all the bachelors in hi^ 
audience took a resolution to marry by the first op- 
portunity, and that all the married men immediately 
took horse and galloped home to their wives, f 
am apt to think your discourses, in which you havaf 
drawn so many agreeable pictures of marriage, 
have had a very good effect this way in England. 
We are obliged to you, at least, for having taken otf 
that senseless ridicule, which for mlany years the 
witlings of the town have turned upon their fathers - 
and mothers. For my own part I was bom in 
wedlock, and I do not care who knows it ; for 
which reason, among many others, I should look 
upon myself as a most insufferable coxcomb, did I 
endeavour to maintain that cuckoldom was insepa- 
rable fipom marriage, or to make use of husband and 
wife as terms of reproach. Nay, sir, I will go one 
step further, and declare to you betore the whole 
world, that I am a married man, and at the same 
time I have so much assurance as not to be ashamed 
of what I have done. 

• Among the several pleasures that accompany 
this 9tate of life, and which you have described in 
your former papers, there are two you have not 
taken notice of, and which are seldom cast into the 
account by those who write on this subject. You 
must have observed, in your speculations on human 
nature, that nothing is more gjratifying to the mind 
of man than power or dominion ; and this I think 
myself amply possessed of, as I am the father of a 
family. I am perpetually taken up in giving out 
orders, in prescribing duties, in hearing parties^ in 
admiiiistering justice, and in distributing rewards 
and punishments. To speak in the language of the 
centurion, I say unto one. Go, and he goeth ; and 
to another. Come, and he cometh: and to my ser- 
vant. Do this, and he doeth it. In short, sir, I look 

l3 
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upon my family as apatriarchal sovereignty, in which 
I am myself both king and priest. All great govern* 
ments are nothing else but clusters of these little 
private royalties, and therefore I consider the 
masters of families as small deputy-governors pre- 
siding over the several little parcels and divisions of 
their fellow-subjects. As I take great pleasure in 
the administration of my government in particular, 
so I look upon myself not only as a more useful, but 
as a much greater and happier man than any bache- 
lor in England, of my own rank and condition. 

' There is another accidental advantage in mar* 
riage, which has likewise . fallen to my share ; I 
mean the having a multitude of children. These , 
I cannot but regard as very great blessings. When 
I see my little troop before me, I rejoice in the ad- 
ditions which I have made to my species, to my 
country, and to my religion, in having produced 
such a number of reasonable creatures, citizens, and 
Christians. I am pleased to see myself thus per- 
petuated ; and as there is no production compara- 
ble to that of a human creature, I am more proud of 
having been the occasion of ten such glorious pro- 
ductions, than if 1 had built a hundred pyramids at 
my own expense, or published as many volumes of 
the finest wit and learning. In what a beautiful 
light has the holy scripture represented Abdon, one 
of the judges of Israel, whp had forty sons and 
thirty grandsons, that rode on threescore and ten 
ass-colts, according to the magnificence of the eastern 
countries! How must the heart of the old man re- 
joice, when he saw such a beautiful procession of 
nis own descendants, such a numerous cavalcade of 
his own raising! For my own part, I can sit in my^ 
jparlour with great content, when I take a review 
of half a dozen of my little boys mounting upon 
hobby-horseSy and of as many little girls tutoring 
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their babies, each of them endeavoariog to excel 
the rest, and to do something that may gain my fa- 
vour and approbation. I cannot question but be 
who has blessed me with so many children, will 
assist my endeavours in providing for them. There 
is one thing I am able to give each of them, which 
is, a virtuous education. I think it is sir Francis 
Bacon's observation, that in a numerous family of 
children, the eldest is often spoiled by the prospect 
pf an estate, and the youngest by being the darling 
of the parent; but that some one or other in the 
middle, who has not perhaps been regarded, has 
made his way in the world, and overtopped the 
rest It is my business to implant in every one of 
my children, the same seeds of industry, and the 
same honest principles. By this means I think I 
have a fair chance, that one or other of them may 
grow considerable in some or other way of life, 
whether it be in the army, or in the fleet, in trade, 
or any of the three learned professions ; for you 
must know, sir, that, from long experience and ob- 
servation, I am persuaded of what seems a paradox 
to most of those with whom I converse, namely, 
that a man who has many children, and gives them 
a good education^ is more likely to raise a family, 
than he who has but one, notwithstanding he leaves 
him his whole estate. For this reason I cannot for- 
bear amusing myself with finding out a general, an 
admiral, or an alderman of London, a divine, b, phy- 
sician, or a lawyer, among my little people who are 
now perhaps in petticoats ; and when I see the mo- 
therly airs of my little daughters when they are 
playing with their puppets, I cannot but flatter my- 
self that their husbands and children will be happy 
jll the possession of such wives and mothers. 

^ If yoa are a father, you will not perhaps think 
^ letter impertinent; but if you ar^ a single m?iiy 
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yoii will ttot know the meaning of it, and probably 
tkrow it into the fire. Whatever you determine of 
'vty yott may assure yourself that it comes from one 
who is 

* Your most humble servant, 

* and w6ll-wisher, 

O. • PHILOGAMUS.' 
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£W fem\if Jif paHenHSl 
^mef^a corrigarei eH nefat* 

Hon. I Od. xxW. 19. 

Tish&rd: but when we needs must bear, 
Enduring patience makes the burden ligbU 

Crbech. 

As some of the fiiciest compositions among the an-^ 
oients are in allegory, I have endeavoured, in se- 
veral of my papers, to revive that way of writing, 
aiid hope I have not been altogether unsuccessful in 
it; for I find there is always a great demand for 
those particular papers, and cannot but observe that 
severs^ authors have endeavoured of late to excel in 
worit» of this nature. Among these, I do not know 
any one who has succeeded better than a very inge- 
nious gentleman, to whom I am obliged for uie ibl* 
towing piece, and who was the author of the vision 
m the 46Qth paper. O. 

How aife we tortured with the absence of what w6 
covet to possess, when it appears to be lost to us ! 
What excursions does the soul make in imagination 
aft^r it^ and how^does i't turn into itself again, more 
fbolish^' fon^ and dejected at the disappointment 1 
Gov grief) instead of having recourse to reason^ 
whi^h' might- restrain k, searches to find a further 
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nottrishment. It calls upon memory to relate the 
several passages and circumstances of satisfaction 
which we formerly enjoyed ; the pleasures we pur- 
chased by those riches that are taken from us; or 
the power and splendour of our departed honours ; 
or the voice, the words, the looks, the temper, and 
affections of our friends that are deceased. It needa 
must happen from hence that the passion should 
often swell to such a size as to burst the heart which 
contains it, if time did not make these circumstancea 
less strong and lively, so that reason should become- 
a more equal match for the passion, or if another 
desire . which becomes more present did not over- 
power them with a livelier representation. These 
are thoughts which I had when I fell into a kind of 
vision upon this subject, and may therefore stand 
far a proper introduction to a relation of it. 

I found myself upon a naked shore,with company 
whose afflicted countenances witnessed their con- 
ditions. Before us flowed a water, deep, silent, 
and called the River of Tears, which, issuing from 
two fountains on an u[^>er ground, encompassed an 
island that lay before us. The boat. which plied in 
it was old and shattered, having been sometimes 
overset by the impatience and haste of single pas- 
sengers to arrive at the other side. This immedi- 
ately was brought to us by Misfortune who steers 
it, and we were all preparing to take our places, 
when there appeared a woman of a mild and com- 
posed behaviour, who began to deter us from it, by 
representing the dangers which would attend our 
voyage. Hereupon some who knew her for Patience, 
and some of those too who, until then, cried the 
loudest, were persuaded by her, and returned back« 
The rest of us went in, and she, (whose good-nature 
would not suffer her to forsake persons in trouble) 
dssired leave to accompany us, that she might at 
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kaftt administer some small comfort or ad?ic6 trfaitti 
ve ssdled. We were no sooner embarked but the 
boat was pushed off, the sheet was spread; and 
being filled with sighs, which are the winds of that 
oountry* we made a passage to the farther bank, 
through several difficulties, of 'which the most of us 
seemed utterly regardless* 

When we landed, we perceived the island to be 
strangely overcast with fogs, which no brightness 
oonld pierce, so that a kind of gloomy horror sat 
always brooding over it. This had Something in it 
very shocking to easy teitipers, insomuch that some 
others, whom Patience had by this time gained over^ 
kft us here» and privil]^ conveyed themselves round 
the ve^ of the island, to find a ford by which sh« 
told them they might escape. 

For my part, I still went along with those who 
were for piercing into the centre of the place ; and 
joining ourselves to others whom we found upon the 
$ame journey, we marched solemnly as at a funeral^ 
through bordering hedges of rosemary, and through 
a grove of yew-trees, which love to overshadow 
tombs, and flourish in church-yards. Here we heard 
f^n every side the wailings and complaints of several 
of the inhabitants, who had cast themselves discon- 
solately at the feet of trees ; and as we chanced to 
approach any of these, we might perceive thens 
^ringing their hands, beating their breasts, tearing 
their hair, or after sdme other manner visibly agi* 
tated with vexation. Our sorrows were heightened 
by the influence of what we heard and saw, and one 
of our number was wrought np to such a pitch 
of wildness, as to talk of hanging himself upon 
a bough which shot temptingly across the path 
we travelled in; but he was restrained from it by 
lAie kind endeavoars of our above-mentioned conH 
paqion. • - 
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We had now gotten into the most dusky, tUextt 
part of the islandi and by the redoubled sounds of 
sighsy which made a doleful whistling in the 
branches, the thickness of air, which occasioned 
faintish respiration, and the voilent throbbings of 
heart which more and more affected us, we found 
that we approached the Grotto of Grief* It was a 
wide, hollow, and melancholy cave, sunk deep in a 
dale, and watered by rivulets that had a colour 
between red and blacks These crept slow and half 
conjealed amongst its windings, and mixed their 
heavy murmurs with the echo of groans that rolled 
through all the passages. In the most reticed parts 
of it sat the doleful being herself; the path to her 
was strewed with goads, stings, and thorns ; and 
her throne on which she sat was broken into a rock, 
with ragged pieces pointing upwards for her to lean 
upon. A heavy mist hung above her; her head 
oppressed with it reclined upon her arm. Thus did 
she reign over her disconsolate subjects, fhll of her^ 
self to stupidity, in eternal pensiveness, and the 
profoundest silence. On one side of her stood De- 
jection just dropping into a swoon, and Paleness 
wasting to a skeleton ; on the other side were Care 
inwardly tormented with imaginations, and Anguish 
suffering outward troubles to siick the blood from 
her heart in the shape of vultures. The whole vault 
bad a genuine dismalness in it, which a few scat- 
tered lamps, whose bluish flames arose and sunk in 
their urns, discovered to our eyes with increase. 
Some of us fell down, overcome and spent with what 
they suffered in the way, and were given over to 
those tormentors that stood on either hand of the 
presence ; others, galled and mortified with pain> 
recovered the entrance, where Patience, whom we 
had left behind, was still waiting to receive us. 

With her (whose company was now become mo(« 



120 SPECTATOR. N*501. 

grateful to us by the want we had found of her) we 
winded round the Ghrotto, and ascended at the back 
of it, out of the mournful dale in whose bottom it 
lay. On this eminence we halted by her advice, 
to pant for breath; and lifting our eyes, which, until 
then, were fixed downwards, felt a sullen sort of 
satisfaction, in observing through the shades what 
numbers had, entered the island. This satisfaction, 
which appears to have ill-nature in it, was excusa- 
ble, because it happened at a time when we were 
too much taken up with our own concern, to have 
respect to that of others ; and therefore we did not 
consider them as suffering, but ourselves %s not 
sufferihg in the most forlorn estate. It had also the 
groundwork of humanity and compassion in it 
though the mind was then too dark and too deeply 
engaged to perceive it ; but as we proceeded on-* 
wards, it began to discover itself> and, from observ- 
ing that others were unhappy, we came to question 
one another, when it was that we met, and what 
were the sad occasions that brought us together. 
Then we heard our stories, we compared them, we 
mutually gave and received pity, and so by degrees 
became tolerable company. 

A considerable part of the troublesome road was 
thus deceived ; at length the openings among the 
trees grew larger, the air seemed thinner, it lay 
with less oppression upon us, and we could now 
and then discern tracks in it of a lighter greyness, 
like the breakings of day, short in duration, much 
enlivening, and called m that country, gleams of 
amusement. Within a short while these gleams be- 
gan to appear more frequent, and then brighter 
and of a longer continuance : the sighs that hitheiv 
to EUed the air with so much dolefulness, altered^ 
to the sound of common breezes, and, in genera^ 
the horrors of the island were abated. 



N^SOl. SPECTATOR. 121 

When we had arrived at last at the ford by. which 
we were to pass out, we met with thode fashionable 
mourners who had been ferried over along with us 
and who, being unwilling to go as far as we, had 
coasted by the shore to find the place, where they 
waited our coming ; that by shewing themselves to 
the world only at the time when we did, they might 
seem also to have been among the troubles of the 
grotto. Here the waters that rolled on the other 
side so deep and silent, were much dried up, and it 
was an easier matter for us to wade over. 

The river being crossed, we were received upon 
the further bank by our friends and acquaintance, 
whom comfort had brought out to congratulate our 
appearance in the world again. Some of these 
blamed us for staying so long away from them, 
others advised us against all temptations of going 
back again : every one was cautious not to renew 
our trouble, by asking any particulars of the jour- 
ney ; and all concluded that, in a case of so much 
melancholy and affliction, we could not have made 
choice of a fitter companion than Patience. Here 
Patience, appearing serene at her praises, delivered 
us over to Comfort. Comfort smiled at his receiv- 
ipg the charge ; immediately the sky purpled on 
that side to which he turned, and double day at 
once broke in upon me. 
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N*502. MONDAT, OCTOBER 6, 1712. ' 

Meliusy p^ut, prosit, 9bsit^ nil vident^ ni$i quod Met. 

Tbr. Heaut. Act it. Sc. I. 

Better or worse, profitable or disadvantageous, they see 
nothing but what they list. 

When men read, they taste the matter with which, 
they are entertained, according as thetf own respec'*' 
tive studies and inclinations have prepared Ihem, 
and inake their reflections accordingly. Some, pe- 
rusing Roman writers, would find in them, what- 
ever the subject of the discourses were, parts which 
implied the grandeur of that people in their warfere, 
or their polities. As for my part, who am a mere 
Spectator, I drew this morning conclusions of thet^ 
eminence in what I think great, to wit, in haring 
worthy sentiments, from the reading a comedy of 
Terence. The play was the Self-tormentor. It i» 
from the beginning to the end a perfect picture of 
human life, but I did not observe in the whole, one 
passage that could raise a laugh. How well-dis- 
posed must that people be, who could be entertained 
with satisfrtction by sober and polite mirth! In the 
first scene of the comedy, when one of the oH men 
accuses the other of impertinence fbr interposing in 
his affairs, he answers, * I am a man, and cannot 
help feeling any sorrow that can arrive at man.'* 
It is said this sentence was received with an univer* 
sal applau'se. There cannot be a greater argument 
of the general good understanding of a people, than 
a sudden consent to give their approbation of a 

« Homo «tim, et nihil humanum d me alienam puto, 
I am a man ; and all calamities 
That touch humanity, come home to me. 

CoiiMAN. 
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ientimeat which has no ein«tion in it If it weref 
spoken with never so great skill in the actor, the 
manner of uttering that sentence could have nothing 
in it which could strike any but people of the greatest 
humanity^ nay people elegant and skilful in obser* 
vations upon it. It is possible he might have laid 
his hand on his breast, and, with a winning insinu- 
ation in his countenance, expressed to his neighbour 
that he was a man who made his case his own; yet 
I will engage a player in Covent-Garden might hit 
such an attitude a thousand times before he would 
have been regarded, I have heard that a minister 
of state in the reign of queen Elizabeth had all 
manner of books and ballads brought to him, of 
what kind soever, and took great notice how much 
they took with the peofde ; upon whioh be would^ 
and certainly might, very well judge of their pre-* 
sent dispositions, and the most proper way of ap^ 
plying them according to his own purposes. What 
passes on the stage, and the reception it meets with 
from the audience, is a very useful instruction of 
this kind. According to what you may observe there 
on our stage, you see them often moved so directly 
against all common sense and humanity, that yotf 
would be apt to pronounce us a nation of (lavages. 
It cannot be called a mistake of what is pleasant, 
bnt the very contrary to it is what most assuredly 
takes with them. The other night an old woman 
carried off with a pain in her side, with all the dis* 
tortious and anguish of countenance which is natural 
to one in that condition, was laughed and clapped 
off the stage* Terence's comedy, which I am speak- 
ing of, is indeed written as if he hoped to please 
aone but such as had as good a taste as himself. I 
could not but reflect upon the natural description of 
the innocent young woman, made by the servant to 
master* ^ Wkem 1 came to the house/ sai4 he» 

M Z 
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* an old woman opened the door; and I followed 
her in, because I could, by entering upon them un* 
fiwares, better observe what was your mistress's or- 
dinary manner of spending her time, the only way 
of judging any one's inclinations and genius. I 
found her at her needle in a sort of second mourn- 
ing, which she wore for an aunt she had lately lost. 
She had nothing on but what shewed she dressed 
only for herself! Her hair hung negligently about 
her shoulders*. She had none of the arts with which 
others used to set themselyes off, but had that negK* 
gence of person which is remarkable in those wha 
are careful of their minds. Then she had a maid 
who was at work near her that was a slattern^ be-^ 
cause her mistress was careless ; which I take to be 
another argument of your security in her; for the 
go-betweens of women of intrigue are rewarded toa 
well to be dirty* When you were named, and I 
told her you desired to see her, she threw down 
her work for joy, covered her face, and decently 
hid her tears.* He must be a very good actor, and 
draw attention rather from his own character than 
the words of the author, that could gain it among 
fis for this speech, though so full of nature and good 
sense. * 

The intolerable folly and confidence of players 
putting in words of their own, does in a great mea- 
sure feed the absurd taste of the audience. But how- 
ever that is, it is ordinary for a cluster of coxcombs 
to take up the house to tiiemselves, and equally in* 
suit both tlie actors and the company. These sa- 
vages, who want all manner of regard and deference 
to the rest of mankind, come only to shew themselves 
to us, without any other purpose than to let us know 
they despise us. 

The gross of an audience is composed of two sorts 
Pf people, those Vfko know no pleasure but of the 



body, and thone vthoi improve or eomniaiid corfio^ 
yea) j^aamrcis^ by Ae additlcm of fine sentimente of 
tko miad^ At fHreseat the inteliigent pajrt of the 
ewopany are wholly subdued by the msurreetions 
of those vbo kaow qo satisfaetiona but what they 
Invre ia eomrooa with all other aiitmak. 

This is the reason that when a scene teadtng to 
procieattaa ie acted» you see the whole pit in sueka 
ehuoklfiy. and old ledilers^ with mouths open,.8tare at 
the loose gp^ticutatiaBS on the stage with shameCul 
eamesjtoem;. when the justest pictures of human life 
Bt ittoaha dignil^i and the properett sentiments for 
the Qoadact of it» pass by like mere nan'artioay as 
eonducing only to somewhat much better which is 
to come after^ I have seen the whole house at some 
timea in so psoper a di^positiou, that indeed I have 
tsemhled for the boxes, and feared the entertain- 
nent woidd asd in thei^epresentation of 4he rape of 
theSahiBeab 

, 1 would not be understood in this talk to argue 
tibat BQthingis tolerable en the atage but what has aa 
immediate tendency to the promotion of virtue^ Oa 
the oontravyy I can aUow, provided there i» nothing 
against the iaiterestc of virtue^ and is not offensive to 
good manners, that things of an indifferent nature 
may be represented. For this reason I have no ex- 
ception to the well-drawn rusticities in the Country 
Wake; and there is something so miraculously plea- 
aant in Dogget's acting the awkward triumph and 
comic sorrow of Hob, in different circumstances, that 
1 shall not be able to stay away whenever it is acted. 
All that vexe» me is, that the gallantry of taking the 
cudgels for Gloucestershire, with the pride of heart 
in tucking himself up, and taking aim at hi& advert 
sary, as well as the other's proteatation in the hu-^ 
manity of low romance, that he could not promise 
the 'squire to break Hob's head, but be wouldj^ifhe 
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conld, do it in lore ; then flourish and begin: I say 
what yezes me, i», that such exo^llent touches as 
these, as well as the squire's being out of all pa- 
tence at Hob's success, and venturing himself into 
the crowd, are circumstances hardly taken notice of, 
and the height of the jest is only in the very point 
that heads are broken. I am con6dent were there a 
scene written, wherein Penkethman should break his 
leg by wrestling with Bullock, and Dicky come in to 
set it, without one word said but what should be ac- 
cording to the exact rules of surgery in making this 
extension, and binding up the leg, the whole house 
should be in a roar of applause at the dissembled an- 
guish of the patient, the help given by him who threw 
him down, and the handy address and arch looks of 
the surgeon. To enumerate the entrance of ghosts, 
the embattling of armies, the noise of heroes in love, 
with a thousand other enormities, would be to trans- 
gress the bounds of this paper, for which reason it is 
possible they may have hereafter distinct discourses; 
not forgetting any of the audience who shall setup 
for actors, and interrupt the play on the stage ; and 
playefa who shall prefer the applause of fools, to that 
of the reasonable part of the company. 

T. 

POSTSCRIPT TO SPECTATOR, No. dOS. 

N. B. There are in the play of the Self-Tor- 
mentor of Terence, which is allowed a most ex- 
cellent comedy, several incidents which would draw 
tears from any man of sense, and not one which 
would ^ove his laughter. — Spec, in folio, N* 521. 

This speculation, N® 502, is controverted in the 
Guard. N° 59, by a writer under the fictitious name 
of John lizard; perhaps Dr. Edw. Young. 
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— — DeUo omnes dehinc ex animo muliere*, 

Tbb. Eun. Act iU Sc.3» 

From henceforward I blot out of my thoughts all memory of 
womankind. 

* MB. SPECTATOEy 

* You have often mentioned with great vehemence 
and indication, the misbehaviour of people at 
church; but lam at present to talk to you on that 
subject, and complain to you of one, whom at the 
same time I know not what to accuse of, except it 
be looking too well there, and diverting the eyes of 
the congregation to that one object. However I 
have this to say, thkt she might have staid at her 
own parish, and not coiire to perplex those who are 
otherwise intent upon their duty. 

' Last Sunday was seven-night I went into a church 
not far from London-bridge; but I wish I had been 
contented to go to my own parish, I am sure it had 
been better for me ; I say I went to church thither, 
and got into a pew very near the pulpit. I had 
hardly been accommodated with a seat, before there 
entered into the aisle a young lady in the very bloom 
of youth and beauty, and dressed in the most elegant 
manner imaginable. Her form was such that it en^ 
g^ged the eyes of the whole congregation in an in- 
stant, and mine among the rest. Though we were 
all thus fixed upon her, she was not in the least out 
of countenance, or under the least disorder, though 
unattended by any one, and not seeming to know 

garticularly where to place herself. However, she 
ad not in the least a confident aspect^ but moved on 
with the most graceful modesty, every one ma^LiDg 



way antil she came to a seat just over against that in 
which I wa^ placed. The depu^ of the war4 sa^ in 
that pew, and she stood opposite to JbiiQ) and at a 
glance into the seat, though she did not appear the 
least acquainted with the gentleman, was let in, with 
a confusion that spoke much admiration at the no- 
velty of the thing. The service immediately began^i 
and she composed herself for it with an air of so 
much goodness and sweetness, that the confession 
which she uttered, so as to b^ heard where I sat, 
speared an ^t of bupailiation more Uian she had oe- 
(^im for. Tbe UTHth i«» her beautv h^ aomethingt 
1^ i^oc^nt, m^ y^\ 80 sublime, tj^atw^ all gaaed 
upon her like a. pha^tpai* Nose et ibet piotureft 
whiob we behold of the be^^ Italitm pointen bane 
9\nj tbibg like t;be spirit which appear^ mb&t covn*^ 
tpusiace^ at th^. different seotioieQt^ expr^M^ b tlie 
se?e7Q^ part9 of divine senrice^ That gmtitiKle and 
jpy ai a tb9knk^ying,that loi^neaaapd sorrowtt tba 
prayers for the sick and di^tre8sed,tbat trivmphat the 
pc^^s^St which gave instances of the diyine merc^» 
^hich appeared respectively in ber aspect, will bein^ 
iny men^ory tp n^ la^t bour« I protest to you, sir^ 
i^he suspeiided the devotion of everyr one aix>und hear i 
s^tbe ef^^e i^e did eveiy thing with, soon disf^rsedr 
i^e Gb¥^U9h dUlike mA hesitation in aj^oving what: 
it exceHeikt, t9Qi frequent among us, ta 9 gcnert 
ral atte^tkOA mA ent^rtGgininei\t in ^eivikigher 
beb^vioufv. AH the v^bil^ tbat.we were gazifl^ati 
h^, sk^. tQoli^ notice of na objeejt about i^h buit baA 
a>n wrt^ oi^ seeniing awkwardly atlentive, whateveiv 
else her eyea were a«eid^n^% thrown upon* One 
thin|^ inplieed wa«^ par^K^iilBar, she stood t^. whole 
s#iviQe». and n^er* k^^f^led or sat : I do^ not ques-r 
tion but thajt^wa;^ to shew herself widi the gi^atejr 
advai»t%ge» a»4 set forth tp. better grace her bands; 
^ ar»^ lifted ujp with thci WkQSl.ardent dexoiion h 
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and her bosom, the fairest that ever was seen, bare 
to observation ; while she, you must think, knew 
nothing of the concern she gave others, any other 
than as an example of devotion, that threw herself 
out, without regard to dress or garment, all contri- 
tion, and loose of all worldly[regards, in exstacy of 
devotion. Well, now the organ was to play a vo- 
luntary, and she was so skilful in music, and so 
touched with it, that she kept time not only with 
some motion of her head, but also with a different 
air in her countenance. When the music was strong 
and bold, shei looked exalted, but serious ; when 
lively and airy, she was smiling and gracious ; when 
ihe notes were more soft and languishing, she was 
kind and full of pity. When she had now made it 
visible to the whole congregation, by her motion and 
ear, that she could dance, and she wanted now only 
to inform us that she could sing too; when the psalm 
vvas given out, her voice was distinguished above all 
the rest, or rather people did not exert their own, 
in order to hear her. Never was any heard so sweet 
and so strong. The organist observed it, and he 
thought fit to play to her only, and she swelled every 
note, when she found she had thrown us all out, and 
had the last verse to herself in such a manner as the 
whole congpregation was intent upon her, in the same 
manner as you see in the cathedrals they are on the 
person who sings alone the anthem. Well, it came 
at last to the sermon, and our young lady would not 
lose her part in that neither; for she fixed her eye 
upon the preacher, and as he said any thing she ap- 
proved, with one of Charles Mather's fine tablets she 
set down the sentence, at once shewing her fine BUnd 
the gold pen, her readiness in writing, and her judg- 
ment in choosing what to write. To sum up what I 
intend by this long and particular account, 1 mean 
|o appeal to you, whetherit is reasonable that such a 
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creature as this shall come from a jc^unty part of tha 
towD; and giye herself such violent airs, tp the. 
disturbance of an imiocent and inofFensive congrei- 
gation, with her sublimities. The fact, I assure you, 
was as I have related : but I had like to have forgot 
another very considerable particular. As soonaa 
church vras done^ she immediately stepped out of 
her pew, and fell into the finest pitty-patty air^ forr 
sooth, wonderfully out of countenancei tossing her 
head up and down, as she swam along the body of 
the church. I, with several others of the inhabits 
ants, followed her out, and saw her hold up h^ 
fon to a hackney-coach at a distance, which imme- 
diately came up to her, and she whipped into it 
with great nimbleness, pulled the door with a bow- 
ing mieui as if she had been used to a better glass* 
She said aloud, *' You know where to go,'' and drove, 
off. By this tim^e the best of the congregation wa^ 
at the church-door, and I could bear some say, ^' A 
very fine lady,'' others, ^' I'll warrant you^ she is na 
better than she should be :" and one very wise old 
lady said, she ought to have been taken up« Mr* 
Spectator, I think this matter lies wholly before you ;^ 
for the offence does not come under any law, though 
i( is apparent this creature came among us only tQ 
g}ve herself airs, and enjoy her full swing in beingad* 
ipired. I desire you will print this, that she may 
be confined to her own parish ; for I can assure you 
there is no attending any thing else in a place where 
she is a novelty. She hes been talked of among us 
ever since under the name of " the phantom i** but I 
would advise her to come no more ; for there is so 
strong a party made by the women against her, that 
she must; expect they will not be excelled a second 
time in so outrageous a manner, without doing her 
some ipsult. Young women, who assume after thi% 
rate, and affect exposing themselves to view ii% 
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«ittgregatdM «f fiie other end of tlie towrk^ are not so 
MiachietouB, because they are #ivtiled l:^ more of 
the name atnbition, who will not let the test of the 
eottipany be particular ; but in the nafne 6f the whofe 
congregation where i was, I desire you to keep 
tiiese agreeable disturbances out of th^ city, where 
sobriety of manners is still preserved, and M glaring 
and ostentatious behaviour, even in things laudable^ 
discountenanced. I wish y<0tt may never see the 
pbffiDftom, and am> 

' Your most humble servant, 
T. JiAL^H wonnxn/ 
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L$pus tute tit €t putpamemum qwBris, 

TMb. Bull. Atii iii. Sc. I. 

7ou ate a bare yourself, and want dainties, forsooth. 

It is a great convenience to those who want wit to 
fiomish out a conversation, that there is something or 
other in all companies where it is wanted, snbadtiKed 
m its stead, which, according to their taste, does the 
business as well. Of this nature is the agreeable 
pastime in countfry^halls of cross purposes, questions 
and commands, and the like. A little superior to 
these are those who can ^hvf at crambo, or cap 
yienes. Then above them are such as can make 
verses, that is, rhyme; and among those who have 
the Latin tongue, such as used to]make what they call 
gtolden v^ses. Commend me also to those who have 
not brains enoughforany of these exercises, and yet 
do not give up their pretensions to mirth. These can 
slap yon oa the bacK unawareS) hmgh loud, ask yM 
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how yoa do with a twang on your shoulders, say you 
are dull to-day, and laugh a voluntary to put you in 
humour ; not to mention the laborious way among 
the minorpoets, of making thinks come into such 
and such a shape, as that of an egg, a hand, an 
axe, or any thing that nobody had ever thought on 
before, for that purpose, or which would have 
cost a great deal of pains to accomplish, if they 
did. But all these methods, though they are me- 
chanical, and may be arrived at with the smallest 
capacity, do not serve an honest gentleman who 
wants wit for his ordinary occasions ; therefore it 
is absolutely necessary that the poor in imagination 
should have something which may be serviceable to 
them at all hours upon all common occurences. 
That which we call punning is therefore greatly af- 
fected by men of small intellects. These men need 
not be concerned with you for the whole sentence ; 
but if they can say a quaint thing, or bring in a word 
which sounds like any one word you have spoken to 
them, they can turn the discourse, or distract you 
so that you cannot go on, and by consequence, if 
they cannot be as witty as you are, they can hinder 
your being any wittier than they are. Thus, if you 
talk of a candle, he < can deal' with you ; ^nd if you 
ask him to help you to some bread, a punster«hould 
think himself very • ill-bred' if he did not; and if 
he is not as ' well-bred' as yourself, he hopes for 
^ grains' of allowance. If you do not understand 
that last fancy, you must recollect, that bread is 
made of grain; and so they go on for ever, without 
possibility of being exhausted. 

There are another kind of people of small facul* 
ties, who supply want of wit with want of breed* 
ing; and because wom^n are both by nature and 
education more offended at ai\y thing which is im- 
modest than we men are, these are ever harping- 
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upon things they ought not to allude to, and deal 
mightily in double meanings. Every one's own 
observation will suggest instances enough of this 
kind without my mentioning any ; for your double 
meaners are dispersed* up and down through all 
parts of town or city where there are any to 
ofiend, iu order to set off themselves. These men 
are mighty loud laughers, and held very pret£y 
gentlemen with the sillier and unbred partof woman- 
kind. But, above all already mentioned, or any who 
ever were, or ever can be in the world,the happiest 
and surest to be pleasant, are a sort of people 
whom we have not indeed lately heard much of, and 
those are your * biters,* 

A biter is one who tells you a thing you have no 
reason to disbelieve in itself, and perhaps has given 
you, before he bit you, no reason to disbelieve it 
for his saying it; and, if you give him credit, laughs 
iu your face, and triumphs that he has deceived 
you. In a word, a biter is one who thinks you a 
fool, because you do not think him a knave. This 
description of him one may insist upon to be a just 
one ; for what else but a degree of knavery is it, to 
depend upon deceit for what you gain of another, be 
it m point of wit, or interest, or any thing else 1 

This way of wit is called * biting/ by a meta- 
phor taken from beasts of prey, which devour harm- 
less and unarmed animals, and look upon them as 
their food wherever they meet them. The sharpers 
about town very ingeniously understood themselves 
to be to the undesigning part of mankind what foxes 
are to lambs, and therefore used the word biting, to 
express any exploit wherein they had over-reached 
any innocent and inadvertent man of his purse. 
These rascals of late years have been the gallants 
of the town, and carried it with a fashfonable 
haughty air, to the discouragement of modesty, and 
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til honen ktts. SMXttw fobs, Wh6 ate gofehted b^ 
the eye, atid admire ereiy tfiitig tbtrt ifttrUts i<i Vogue, 
iook up from the sharpiets the phrade of biting, ^d 
used it upon df occasTons, either to disown any 
nonsensical stuff they should talk themselves, or 
evade the force of what watf reasotiably sara by 
Others. Thu^, when one of these cunning creatureij 
wad eiiteted into a debate with you, inrhether it wati 
practicable in the pi^e^etit state of affairs to accom- 

f>lish such a proposition, and you thought lie had 
et Ml what destfoyed Ms side of the qnestrbDf, ai^ 
tfoon as you looked with ati eamestnes!^ ready to'lay 
hold of it, he immediately eried, * Bite,' d!nd yon 
were immediately to acknowledge all that part Was 
ift jeert. They earry this to all the extravagance 
hnaginable ;• and if one of these witlings knoilirs any 
particular^ which may give authority t6 what! he 
says, he is stiff the itlo/e inget^iouB if he imposes 
upon your credul'ity. I temeitaber a remarkable 
instance of thid' kiM\ There came up a shrevi^d 
young fellow to a plain- young nian, his countryman, 
and taking him a^Me with a grave cbncemed eonn- 
tenance, goes otk at this rate : * I see y6u! here, 
and' have y6U heard nothing out of Yoi'kshii'e f — 
You look so surprised you could not httve heard of 
it— and yet the particulars ai*e sdch that it c^tmot 
Be false : I am sorry I am got into it so far that I 
now must M you ; but I knOW liot but it ihay be for 
your service to know. On Tuesday last', just after 
dinner — ^you know hifeihattner is to smoke — Opening 
his bor, yoUf fathef ffeli down diead m ati apoplexy/ 
The youth shewed the filial sorrow which he ought 
— Upon which the wittly mah cried, * Aite, there 
was nothing in' all this.' 

To put -an end to this silly, pernicious, firivolotni 
way at once, I will give the reader* one late instance 
of a bite, which no biter for the f^itui^ will ever be 
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able to equal, though I heartily wish him the same 
occasion* It is a superstition with some surgeons 
who beg the body of condemned malefactors, to 
go to the gaol, and bargain for the carcase with the 
criminal himi^elf. A good honest fellow did so last 
sessions, and was admitted to the condemned men 
on the morning wherein they died. The surgeon 
communicated his business, and fell into discourse 
with a little fellow, who refused twelve shillings, and 
insisted upon fifteen for his body. The fellow who 
killed the officer of Newgate, very forwardly, and 
like a vo^^f^ who w^s willing to deal, told him, ' Look 
you, . Mr. Surgeon, that little dry fellow, who has 
been half starve4 all hi^ life, and is np^ half 4ead 
with fear, cannot answer your purpose. I have ever 
lived high and freely, my veins are full, I have not 
pined in imprisonment; yo^ see my crest swells to 
your l^nife : and after Jack Catch has done, upon 
my honour you will find me as sound as ever a 
bullock in any of the markets. Come, for twenty 
shillings I am your man.' Says the surgeon, ' Done, 
tbor^ IS a guinea.' This witty rogue took the 
money* and as soon as he had it in his fist, cries, 
* fiite, I am to be banged in chains.* T« 
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Non habeo denique nauci Marsum augurerHf 
JViMi vicanot aruspices^ non de circo astrologos, 
JVoii Uiacos conjectores^ non interpretet tomnium: 
Non enim sunt it, aut sHmtidy aui arte dioinij 
Sod iuperstitioai vateo^ impudeniesque harioli, 
Aut imrteo, nut insani, aut quibug egestas imperat: 
Qui $ui questu* causd fictao ausdtant tententiatf 
Qui tibi semitam non sapiunt, alteri monstrant viam^ 
Quibutdivitiao poUieentur, ab iit drachmam petunt: 
he divHiis deducunt drachmamy roddant cetera, 

EMJflUB. 

Augurs and soothsayers, astrologers^ 
DiTiners, and interpreters of dreams, 
I ne'er consult, and heartily despise : 
Vain their pretence to more than human skill : 
For gain, imaginary schemes they draw ; 
Wand'rers themselves, they guide anoUier's steps ; 
And for poor sixpence promise countless wealth : 
Let them, if they expect to be believed. 
Deduct the sixpence, and bestow the rest. 

Those who 'have maintained that men would be 
more miserable than beasts, were their hopes con- 
fined to this life only, among other considerations, 
take notice, that the latter are (mly afflicted with the 
anguish of the present evil, whereas the former are 
very often pained by!the reflection on what is passed, 
and the fear of what is to come. This fear of any 
future difficulties or misfortunes is so natural to the 
mind, that were a man's sorrows and disquietudes 
summed up at the end of his life, it would generally 
be found that he had suffered more from the appre- 
hension of such evils as never happened to him, than 
from those evils which had really befallen him. To 
this we may add, that among those evils which befal 
us, there are many ivhich have been more painful to 
us in the prospect^ than by their actual pressure. 
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ThiR natural imp^tie^ioa to lop^ into fuluifity, axid 
to know what acpidents may happen to us hereafter^ 
has given hirth to maQy ridWulpus ajrts and iAven- 
tions. SomiB found thei^^^ pifescienpe on the lines of 
a man's hand, others on the features of his fiace: 
soipd oiji the signatures, yjhicb na^if^i^ in^pressed 
(o^ his bpdy,. and otb^s on his ow« hau4-writing : 
sQoxe read m^^c^'s. fortunes in the st^s^ a^ otfhers hi^M^ 
parched after t^em, i^ tl^ entrails pf bea8^^, or ^\),e 
flights of birc^s. Men of the be§t sense hskve bee^ 
tpmched more o^ less vUt tlw«e groundless IVMfrora 
9j^d, pxes^ges oC futurity, upon surveying the most 
indifferent workjS of nature. Qan ?a^y U^ing be iftpire 
aurpri$iug tho^ tp oonsidef Cicero,** vhft mad,^ the. 
greates.t %ure Bji the b^. ^ ijp, th9 ae^ft^^ of t^^ 
^oma^ coipmonwealthft 9^d at the ^«^n\e tm^ out- 
^biixed, all th^ philosopher^, of antiquity in his library, 
a^d in, hia^ letireme^^tSa as busying himself in th^ 
college of augurs, and observing ^ith a religious 
attention af tisr wh^a^ manner the chickens pecked thc^ 
Siev^ral grai^ia of com whi^h were thrown to them) 
Nptwithstanding the^e f<?m«s are pretty well worn 
out of the minds of the wise and learned in the pre^ 
sent age, multitudes of weak and ignorant persons 
are still slaves to them. There are numberless 
vts. pf prediction anxong the vulgv , which are too 
trifliing to enumerate ;. and infinite, obseryatious of 
days,, numbers^ voices, and figureB, wWch are, re- 
garded by them as portents and prodigies. In.shprt> 
every thing prophesies tp the superstitious nv.an ; 
there is scarce a straw^ or a ru9ty piQO& of irpn^ tb^t 
^es in bis way by accidenti. 

it is not to be ponceived how many wizasds* 
g^psies^ and cunuipgrnen^ a^e dispersed through aU 

• This oensure of Cicero seems to be unfounded ; for it is 
ilt^of iUm* that he wonder^ bow one au^^- could meet 
tffkbisfi witioii|Jt Isugbiog is his face. 

y 3 
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the counties and market-towns of Great Britain, not 
to mention the fortune-tellers and astrologers, who 
live very comfortably upon the curiosity of several 
well-disposed persons in the cities of London and 
Westminster. 

Among the many pretended arts of divination, 
there is none which so universally amuses as that 
by dreams. I have indeed observed in a late specu- 
lation, that there have been sometimes, upon very 
extraordinary occasions, supernatural revelations 
made to certain persons by this means ; but as it is 
the chief business of this paper to root out popular 
errors, I must endeavour to expose the folly and 
superstition of those persons, who, in the common 
and ordinary course of life, lay any stress upon 
things of so uncertain, shadowy, and chimerical a 
nature. This I cannot do more effectually than by 
the following letter, which is dated from a quarter 
of the town that has always been the habitation of 
some prophetic Philomath ; it having been usual, 
time out of mind, for all such persons as have lost 
their wits, to resort • to that place either for their 
cure or for their instruction. 

• MR. SPECTATOR, ' Moorfields, Oct. 4, 1712. 

* Having long considered whether there 
be any trade wanting in this great city, after having 
surveyed very attentively all kinds of ranks and 
professions, I do not find in any quarter of the town 
an oneiro-jcritic, or, in plain English, an interpreter 
of dreams. For want of so useful a person, there are 
several g6od people who are very much puzzled in 
this particular, and dream a whole year together, 
without being ever the wiser for it. I hope I am 
pretty well qualified for this office, having studied 
by candle-light all the rulae of art which have been 
laid down upon this subject. My great uncle by my 
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wife's side was a Scotch Highlander* and second- 
sigrhted. I have four fingers and two thumbs upon 
one hand, and was born on the longest night of the 
year. My Christian and sur-name begin and end 
with the same letters. I am lodged in Mooriields, 
in a house that for these fifty years has been always 
tenanted by a conjuror. ' 

' If you had been in company, so much as myself, 
with ordinary women of the town, you must know 
that there are many of them who every day in their 
lives, upon seeing or hearing of any thing that is 
unexpected, cry, " My dream is out ;" and cannot 
go to sleep in quiet the next night, until something 
or other happened which has expounded the visions 
of the preceding one. There are others who are in 
very great pain for not being able to recover the 
circumstances of a dream, that made strong im- 
pressions upon them while it lasted. In short, sir, 
there are many whose waking thoughts are wholly 
employed on their sleeping ones. For the benefit, 
therefore, of this curious and inquisitive part of my 
fellow-subjects, I shall in the first place tell those 
persons what they dreamt of, who fancy they never 
dream at all. In the next place I shall make out any 
dream, upon hearing a single circumstance of it; and 
in the last place, I %hall expound to them the good or 
bad fortune which such dreams portend, flf they do 
not presage good luck, I shall desire nothing for my 
pains ; not questioning at the same time, that those 
who consult me will be so reasonable as to afford 
me a moderate share out of any considerable estate, 
profit, or emolument, which I shall thus discover to 
them. I interpret to the poor for nothing, on condition 
that their names may be inserted in public advertise- 
ments, to attest the truth of such my interpretations. 
As for people ofquality,or otiiers who are indisposed, 
aad 4o 1^0^ care to come in person, I can interpret 
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their dreamf by seeing their w^ter» I set aside one 
d^ J in the weeip for Toyers ; and mterpret by the 
great for any gentlewoman who is turned of sixty, 
after the rate of half a crown per week, with the usual 
allowances for good luck. I have several rooms and 
apartments fitted up at reasonable rates^ for such 
as have not conveniences for dreaming at their own 
hoii^ef^ < TITUS TUftOPaoiiM. 

' N. B, I am not dumb/ 

a 
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Omdida perpitu$ ruide, Concordia^ hct&f 
Tmmque pari semptr sit Fenut aquajugQ* 

Diligat iUa senem quondam ; ted et ilia marito^ 
Tune qwque tumfwtrit^ non videatur anus. 

Mart. 4 Epig. xiii. T. 

Perpetual harmony their hed attend, 
And Venus still the well-match'd pair befriend ! 
May she, when time has sunk him into years, 
liove her old man, and cherish his white hairs ; 
Nor he perceive her charms thro* age decay, , 
But thinlc each happy sun his bridal day ! 

Tpie following essay is written by the gentleman 
to whom the world is obliged for Uiose several 
excellent discourses which have been marked with 
the letter X. 

I HAVE somewhere met with a fable that m^det 
Wealth the father of Love. It is certain a mioii 
ought at least to be free from the apprehensions of 
want and poverty, before it can fully attend to all tba 
softnesses and endearments of this passion; notwith** 
standing we see multitudes of married people, who 
are utter strangers to this delightful passion, aoiidil 
all the affluence of the most plentiful fortunes. 
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It is not safficient, to make a marriage happy, that 
the humours of two people should be alike. I could 
iostance a hundred pair, who have not the least 
sentiment of love remaining for one another, yet 
are so like in their humours , that if they were not 
already married, the whole world would design 
them for man and wife. 

The spirit of love has something so extremely fine 
in it, that it is very often disturbed and lost, by 
some little accidents,which the careless and unpolite 
never attend to, until it is gone past recovery. 

Nothing has more contributed to banish it from 
a married state, than too great a familiarity, and 
laying aside the common rules of decency. Though 
I could give instances of this in several particulars, 
I shall only mention that of dress. The beaux and 
beUes about town, who dress purely to catch one 
another, think there is no further occasion for the 
bait, when their first design has succeeded. But 
besides the too common faultin point of neatness, 
there are several others which I do not remember to 
have seen touched upon, but in one of our modem 
comedies,* where a French woman offering to un- 
dress and dress herself before the lover of the p1ay> 
and assuring his mistress that it was very usual in 
France, the lady tells her that is a secret in dress 
she never knew before, and that she was so unpo- 
lished an English woman, as to resolve never to 
learn even to dress before her husband. 

There is something so gross in the carriage of 
some wives, that they lose their husbands' hearts 
for faults, which if a man has either good-nature or 
good-breeding, he knows not how to tell them of. 
I am afraid, indeed, the ladies are generally most 
lavlty in this particular ; who, at their first giving 

« The Funeral, or Grief A la mode, by Steele, 
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into love, find the way so smooth and ptei^^uit, that 
they fancy it is scs^ce possible to b^ ^red in it^ 

'Inere is so mnch nicety and discretion require^ 
to keep love alive after marriage, and n^ake convert 
sation still new and agreeable after twenty Pr thirty 
years, that I know nothing which se^pas readily Uk 
promise it, but an earnest endeavpur tp ple^e on 
both sides, an4 ^up^rior good 9eiMlc» W tb^ F^t of 
the mi^d. 

By a n^ap of sense I iiiean one aqq^aiot^ witli 
business i^)4 letters. 

A woqfam very n^uch settles her esteejQn fox % nuin, 
according to the ^gur^ he make^ Iq the wprld^ m^ 
the character he bpars among ids qw^ 9^^!^. A9 
learning is the chief sidyantag^ yie bay^ over them, 
it is, methinks, as scandalous and ine^ cunahiL^ fpr 
1^ maip of fortune to b^ illiterate* as for a woman not 
to If nbi|7 how to behave herself on the v^ot^i ordixiary 
pccasions. It is this which sets th^ two nex^^ at th^ 
greatest distance ; ^ woman is veiled and 4arpri9^» 
tiD^ find nothing more in the conversation of ^k miU9, 
thaiK in th^ common tattle of h^r own aexr 

Some sms^l engagement at le^st in busineM QOt 
only sets a man's talents in the fairest ligh^ ^d 
Idiots him a part to act in which a wife cannot weU 
intermeddle, but gives frequent occasions fbr tboftet 
little absences, lyhich, whatever seeming iii^^atifi^a 
they may give, are some of the b^st preservs^tiv^ 
of love and desire. 

The fieur sex are so conscious to themselves, thai 
they have nothing in them which can deserve 
entirely to engross the whole man, that they 
heartily 4^spise one, who, to use their own eicpres* 
sions, IS always hanging at their apron-strings. 

liffititi^ is pretty, modest, teuder, and heJl Bentt 
enough-; she married Erastus, who is in a post of 
some business,and has a general taste in m^tt pMta 
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of ji6ntl USafhiikg, Leetitia^ wherever shei vilsitd, has 
the pte^ore to heat of something Which #aji hand* 
^omel^ sistid 6t done by Erastus. Erastits, since his 
ttisUrriage, is more gay in his dress than ever^ and 
in tfn companies is as complaisant to Leetitia as to 
atiy dther lady. I have seen hinl give her her fan 
Wh^h ft had dropped, with all the gallantry of a 
lov^r. When they take the air together, Erastus is 
cd/nlinitaily hnproving her thoughts, and with a turn 
of wit and spirit which is peculiar to him, giving her 
an insight into things she had no notions c^ before^ 
Lfletitifli is transported at having a new world thus 
opened to her, and hangs upon the man that gives 
he^ such agreeable informations. Erastus has carried 
this point stiH further, as he makes her daily not 
oMy more fond of him, but infinitely more satisfied 
witn herself. Erastus finds a justness or beauty in 
Whatever she says or observes, that Lsbtitia herself 
Was ik'ot aVare of; and by his assistance she has 
discovered an hundred good qualities and accom* 
plishments in herself, which sh6 never before once 
dreamed of. Erastus, with the most artful complal- 
sam^e in the world, by several remote hints, finds the 
means to make her say or propose almost whatever 
he has a mind to, which he always receives as her own 
discovery, and gives her all the reputation of it. 

Erastus has a perfect taste in painting, and carried 
Letitia with him the other day to see a collectioa 
of pictures. I soibetimes visit this happy couple* 
As we were last week walking in the long gallery 
before dinner, * I have lately laid out some money in 
paintings,' says Erastus; ' I bought that Venus and 
AdbTiis purely upon Lfletitia*s judgment; it cost me 
threescore guineas, and I was this morning offered 
aiihUndredlfor it/ I turned towards Lsetitia, and saw 
her checks glow with pleasure, while at the same 
tithe she cast a look upon Erastus, the niost tender 
and affectionate I ever beheld. 
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. Flavilla married Tom Tawdry ; ste waB takeix. 
vrith his laced coat and rich »word knot ; she has 
the mortification to see Tom despised by all the 
worthy part of his own sex. Tom has nothin^i: to do 
after dinner, but to determine whether he will pare 
his nails at St. James's, Whitens, or his own house* 
He has said nothing to Flavilla since they were 
married which she might not have heard as well from 
her own woman. He however takes great care to 
keep up the saucy ill-natured authority of a husband. 
Whatever Flavilla happens to assert, Tom imme- 
diately contradicts, with an oath by way of preface, 
and, < My dear, I must tell you you talk most 
confoundedly silly.' Flavilla had a heart naturally 
as well disposed for all the tenderness of love, as 
that of Leetitia : but as love seldom continues long , 
after esteem, it is difficult to determine, at present, 
whether the unhappy Flavilla hates or despises the 
person most, whom she is obliged to lead her whole 
life with. X. 
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Defendit numerutj Junctaque wnbone pkalanget, 

Juv. Sat. 11.46. 

Preserved from shame by n ambers on our side. 

There is something very sublime, though. very, 
fanciful, in Piato*s description of the Supreme 
Being ; that * truth is his body, and light his shadow.' 
According to this definition, there is nothing so 
contradictory to his nature as error and falsehood. 
ThePlatonists have so just a notion of the Almighty's 
aversion to every thing which is false and erroneous^ . 
that they looked upon truth as no less necessary than 
virtue, to qualify a human soul for the enjoyment of 
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f MWH^ 8^^u For this reason^ a« they recom- 
fiiei^aed moral dutieA to qualify and season the will 
(or a future life, so diey prescribed several contem- 
^tions and sciences, to rectify the understanding. 
Thus Plato has called mathematical demonstrations 
the cathartics or purgatives of the soul, as being the 
most pepper means to cleanse it from error, and to 
give it a relish of truth ; which is the natural food 
^4 nourishment of the understanding, as virtue is 
fhe perfection and happiness of the will. 

There are many authors who have shewn wherein 
^0 malignity of a lie consists, and set forth in proper 
colours the heinousness of the offence. I shall here 
comider one particular kind of this crime> which has 
not been so much spoken to ; I mean that abomi- 
^able practice of party-lying. This vice is so very 
predominant among us at present, that a man is 
thought of no principles, who does not propagate 
a certain system of lies. The coffee-houses are 
supported by them, the press is choked with them, 
f;fninent authors live upon them. Our bottle con- 
versation is so infected with them, that a party-lie 
is grown as fashionable an entertainment as a lively 
i^tcb» or a merry story. The truth of it is, half the 
gTi^t talkers in the nation would be struck dumb 
were this fountain of discourse dried up. There is 
however pne advantage resulting from this detest- 
able practice : the very appearances of truth are so 
Utile regarded, that lies are at present discharged in 
(be air, and begin to hurt nobody. When we hear a 
ps^y«-story from a stranger, we consider whether he 
la a whig or a tory that relates it, and immediately 
condttde they are words of course, in which the 
honest gentleman designs to recommend his zcai, 
without any concern for his veracity. A man is 
located upon as bereft of common sense, that gives 
ensdit to the relations of party writers; nay, his ow^ 

YOL. vix, o 
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friends shake their heads at hhn, and consider him 
in no other light than as an officious tool, or a well- 
meaning idiot. Whep it was formerly the fashion to 
husband a lie, and trump it up in some extraordinary 
emergency, it generally did execution, and was not 
a little serviceable to tlie faction that made use of 
it ; but at present every man is upon his guard ; the 
artifice has been too often repeated to take effect. 

I have frequently wondered to see men of probity, 
who would scorn to utter a falsehood for their own 
particular advantage, give so readily into a lie, when 
it is become the voice of their faction, notwith- 
standing they are thoroughly sensible of it as such. 
How is it possible for those who are men of honour 
in their persons, thus to become notorious liars in 
their party ? If we look into the bottom of tiiis 
matter, we may find, I think, three reasons for it> 
and at the same time discover the insufficiency qf 
these reasons, to justify so criminal a practice. 

In the first place, men are apt to think that the 
guilt of a lie, and consequently the punishment, 
may be very much diminished, if not wholly worn 
out, bv the multitudes of those who partake in it. 
Though the weight of a falsehood would be t06 
heavy for one to bear, it grows light in their ima- 
ginations when it is shared among many. But in 
this case a man very much deceives himself; guilt, 
when.it spreads through numbers, is not so properly 
divided as multiplied* Every one is criminal in 
proportion to the offence which he commits, not to 
the number of those who are his companions in it. 
Both the crime and the penalty lie as heavy upon 
every individual of an offending multitude, as they 
would upon any single person, had none shared 
with him in the offence. In a word, the. division of 
guilt is like that of matter ; though it may be sepa- 
rated into infinite portions, every portion shall have 
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the whole essence of matter in it, and consist of as 
many parts as the whole did before it was divided. 

But in the second place, though multitudes, who 
join in a lie, cannot exempt themselves frOm the 
guilt, they may from the shame of it. The scandal 
of a lie is in a manner lost and annihilated, when 
difiused among several thousands ; as a drop of the 
blackest tincture wears away and vanishes, when 
mixed and confused in a considerable body of water ; 
the blot is still in it» but is not able to discover itself. 
This is certainly a very great motive to several 
party-offenders, who avoid crimes, not as they are 
prejudicial to their virtue, but to their reputation. 
It is enough to shew the weakness of this reason, 
which palliates guilt without removing it, that every 
man who is idluenced by it, declares himself in 
effect an infamous hypocrite, prefers the appearance 
of virtue to its reality, and is determined in his con- 
duct neither by the dictates of his own conscience* 
the suggestions of true honour, nor the principles 
o/reJigion. 

. The third and last great motive for men's joining 
IB a popular falsehood, or, as I have hitherto called 
it, a party lie, notwithstanding they are convinced of 
it^as sach, is the doing good to a cause which every* 
party may be supposed to look upon as the most 
meritorious. The unsoundness of this principle has 
heen so often exposed, and is so universally acknow* 
ledged, that a man must be an utter stranger to the 
principles either of natural religion or Christianity, 
who suffers himself to be guided by it. If a man 
might promote the supposed good of his country by 
the blackest calumnies and falsehoods, our nation 
abounds more in patriots than any other of the 
Christian world. When Pompey was desired not 
to set sail in a tempest that would hazard his life, 
( It is necessary for me,' says he, * to saiU but it is 

o2 



1 48 si^scir ATOii, If* 509; 

not necessary for me to live/ Eretj man shodid 
say to himself, With the same spirit, * It is my duty 
to speak truth, though it is not my duty to be in ail 
oflBce.' One of the fathers has carried this p6\nt M 
high as to declare he would not tell a He, thoiigli hi 
were sure to gain heaven by it. However extrlK-^ 
vagant such a protestation may appear, every oti6 
will own that a man may say» very reatohably, M 
wonld not tell a lie^ if he were sure to gaiti hell bf 
it ; or, if you hate a mind to soften the ejipr^ndm 
that he would not tell a lie to gain any tetti{)^6ra 
reward by it, when he should run ih\e hazard of Idi^h^ 
much more than it wns possible fiMr hifti td p^ 

O; 
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Omnei Mtem a A/ift^ftif ef dflcfinftir t^rtM^i, ^nt piitMtt 
•mt p$rp9tuAj M ad tMtttie ^«« lUertate usA iki. 

Corn. Nbpob in MUt. e;9; 

For all thoie are Acooiiiited and de&onkitfaM tj^f^tiSl^ hhQ 
eiercise a peipetaid power tn tblit BtSlte> witick w« 
before free. 

The following letter* complain of Mrhat I hk9^ 
ft-equently observed with very much indigttatioKi^ 
therefore shall give them to the public in the word§ 
with which my correspondents, wbo l^uflfet ilndeir 
the hardships mentioned in them, de^fcribe theitt* 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' In former ages all. pr etehftlonft tOdtSttkt- 
nion have been supported and submitted t6, either 
upon account of inheritance, conquest, 6r election; 
and all such persons, who have taken ttpOii tb^ 
any sovereignty over their fellow-creatures npokk Any 
other account, have been always csJted tyrantlk Abt 
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80 much because they were guilty of any particular 
barbarities, as because every attempt to such a 
Superiority was in its nature tyrannical. But there 
is another sort of potentates, who may with greater 
propriety be called tyrants than those last mentioned , 
both as they assume a despotic dominion over those 
as free as themselves, and as they support it by acts 
of notable oppression and injustice ; and these are 
the rulers in all clubs and meetings. In other 
governments, the punishments of some have been 
alleviated by the rewards of others: but what makes 
the reign of Uiese potentates so particularly grievous, 
is, that they are exquisite in punishing their subjects 
at the same time they have it not in their power to 
reward them. That the reader may the better 
comprehend the nature of these monarchs, as well 
jets the miserable state of those that are their vassals, 
I shall give an account of the king of the company 
I am fallen into, whom for his particular tyranny I 
shall call Dionysius; as also of the seeds that sprung 
up to this odd sort of empire. 

' Upon all meetings at taverns, it is necessary 
some one of the company should take it upon him to 
get all things in such order and readiness, as may 
contribute as much as possible to -the felicity of the 
convention ; such as hastening the fire, getting a 
sufficient number of candles, tasting the wine with a 
judicious smack, fixing the supper, and being brisk 
for the dispatch of it. Know then, that Dionysius 
went through these offices with an air that seemed 
to express a satisfaction rather in servii>g the public 
than in gratifying any particular inclination of his 
own. We thought him a person of an exqulsile 
palate, and therefore by consent, beseeched him to 
be always our proveditor ; which post, after he had 
handsomely denied, he could do no otherwise than 
accept. At first he made no other use of his pow^r 

o 3 
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tliaii in reconiipending such and such things to the 
company, ever allowing these points to be disputable; 
insomuch that I have often carried the debate Ibr 
partridge, when his majesty has given intimation ot 
the high relish of duck, but at the same time had 
cheerfully submitted, and devoured his partridge 
with most gracious resignation. This submission on 
his side naturally produced the like on ours; of which 
he, in alittle time, made such barbarous advantage, ad 
in all those matters, which before seemed indifi^rent 
to him, to issue out certain edicts as uncontrolable 
and unalterable as the laws of the Medes and t^er- 
ftians. He is by turns, outrageous, peevish, forwai'd, 
and joviaL He thinks it our duty for the little offices, 
as proveditor, that in return all conversation is to 
be interrupted or promoted by his inclination for, oi' 
Against, the present humour of the company. We 
feel, at present, in the utmost extremity, the inso« 
tenc^ of office ; however, I, being naturally warm, 
ventured to oppose him in a dispute about a haunch 
of venison. I was altogether for roasting, but 
Dionysius declared himself f6r boiling,with so much 
prowess and resolution, that the cook thought it 
necessary to consult his own safety, rather than thfe 
luxury of my proposition. With the same authority 
that he orders what we shall eat and drink, he also 
commands us where to do it: and we change our 
taverns according as he suspects any treasonabfe 
practices in the settlmg the bill by the master, or 
sees any bold rebellion, in point of attendance by the 
waiters. Another reason for fchanging the seat of 
empire, I conceive to be the pride he takes in the 
promulgation of our slavery, though we pay our 
club for our entertainments, even in these palaces of 
our grand monarch. When he has a mind to take 
the air, a party of us are cpratoanded out by way of 
life-guard) and we march und^r as great restriction^ 
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as they do. If we meet & iiBigtiboarhtg ktag, ^ 
give or keep the way, accordrag as we are oat- 
numbered or not ; and if the train of each is eqtial 
lit number, rather than give battle, the superiority 
is soon adjusteid bv a desertion from one of thBitt. 

' Now the ejcpulsion of these nnjast rulers oiit<^ir 
fl)l societies, wotrtd gain a man aS everlasting ti 
reputation as either of the Brutus's got from their 
endeavours to extirpate tyranny from among th6 
Romans. I confess myself to be in a conspiracy 
Against the usurper of our club : and to shew my 
reading, as well a^ my merciful disposition, shaii 
allow him until the ides of March to dethrone hini- 
self. If he seems to affect empire until that tithe^ 
and does not gradually recede from the incursiitms 
iie has made upon our liberties, he shall find ft 
dinner dressed which he has no hand in, and shaH 
be treated with an order, magnificence, s^d loiury, 
as shall break his proud heart; at the some tlnte 
ihat he shall be convinced in his stomach, hb W^S 
unfit for his post, and a more mild and skilful 
prince receive the acclamations of the people, and 
oe set up in his room ; but, as Mihon SayS, 



<€ 



These thoughts 



Fall counsel must mature. IP^tt^ls dbsfi!ir% 
And who can tliitik strtimiiBfibat war IbMi, War, 
Qiiett, OT nndsfttood, min^be reaalfM.^ 

* I am. Sir, 
* Your molA obedient humble servunU' 

< itn. srsctAton, 

M AM a younf^ woman at a getttleman^S 
seat in the country, who is a particutat friend of my 
fkther's, and came hither to pass away a mondi or 
two with his daughters. I have been entertained 
llrith the utmost civility by the Whole fkmily, and 
nothing has been on$itted which can make my Stay 
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easy and agreeable, on the part of the family ; but 
there is a gentleman here, a visitant as I am> whose 
behaviour has given me great uneasinesses. When 
I first arrived here, he used me with the utmost com- 
plaisance ; but, forsooth, that was not with regard to 
my sex ; and, since he has no designs upon me, he 
does not know why he should distinguish me from a 
man, in things indifferent. He is, you must know, 
one of those familiar coxcombs, who have observed 
some well-bred men with a good grace, converse 
with women, and say no fine things, but yet treat 
them with that sort of respect which flows from the 
heart and the understandmg, but is exerted in no 
professions or compliments. This puppy, to imitate, 
this excellence, or avoid the contrary fault of being 
troublesome in complaisance, takes upon him to try 
his talent upon me, insomuch that he contradicts 
me upon all occasions, and one day told me I lied. 
If I had stuck him with my bodkin, and behaved 
myself like a man, since he will not treat me as ^ 
woman, I had, I think, served him right. I wish, 
sir, you would please togive him some maxims of 
behaviour in these points, and resolve me if all maids 
are not, in point of conversation, to be treated by all 
bachelors as their mistresses? If not so, are they not 
to be used as gently as their sisters? Is it sufferable 
that the fop of whom I complain should say that he 
would rather have such-a-OAe without a groat, than 
me with the Indies ? What right has any man to 
make suppositions of things not in his power, and 
then declare his will to the dislike of one that has 
never offended him? I assure you, these are things 
worthy your consideration^ and I hope we shall hav^ 
^our thoughts upon them. I am, though a woman 
justly offended, ready to forgive all this, because 
I have no remedy but leaving very agreeable com- 
pany sooner than I desire. This also is a heinous 
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aggravatioD of his offence, that he is inflicting 
banishment tipotime* "tour printing this letter may 
^thaps be an admonition to reform him ; as, soon as 
u appears I will write my name at the end of it, and 
lay it in his way : the making which just reprimand^ 
I ndjpe you Will put in the power oi; 

«SIR. 

* Your constant reader, 
1\ * and humble servant.^ 
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Tba. Heasf. AdI ill* 8c« 8, 
iHsetkit^i^'tJ^ pm of a |odd economist. 

'f kfi HkeM khowtedge in iihe follbwii^ tett^ shatf 
hkv^ ^ pl^ce in my jpaper, though there is nothing if 
it wfiicn immediately regard^ the polite or theleamea 
i^OiM ; I say immediately, for upon reflection every 
tiika Mil find there id a remote influence upon his 
OWh aflfhirs, in the prosperity or decay of the trading 
part of hiankind. My present correspondent, I 
belicVe, was never in print before ; but what he saysL 
frell deserves a general attention, though delivered 
ih hiA own homely maxims, and a kind of proverbial 
simplicity ; which sort of learning has raised more 
estates, than ever were, or will be, from attention 
tb Virgil, Horace, Tully, Seneca, Plutarch, or any 
of the te&t. Whom, 1 dare say, this worthy citizen 
w6^1tl liold to be indeed ingenious, but unprofitable 
Wtit&r^' But 16 the letter^ 



154 SPECTATOR. N« 509 

Mr. WILLIAM SPECTATOR. 

' SiRf ' Broad-street, Oct. 10, 1712. 

^ I ACCUSE you of many discourses on the 
subject of money, which you have heretofore pro- 
mised the public, but have not discharged yourself 
thereof. But, forasmuch as you seemed to depend 
upon advice from others what to do in that point, 
have sat down to write you the needful upon that 
subject. But, before I enter thereupon, I shall take 
this opportunity to observe to you, that the thriving, 
frugal man, shews it in every part of his expense, 
dress, servants, and iiouse ; and I must, in the first 
place, cqmplsun to you, as Spectator, that in these 
particulars there is at this time, throughout the city 
of London, a lamentable change from Uiat simplicity 
of manners, which is4he true source of wealui and 
prosperity. I just now said, the man of thrift shews 
regularity in every thing; but you may, perlmps, 
laugh that I take notice of s^ch a particular as I am 
going to do, for an instance that this city is declining 
^ their ancient economy is not restored. The thing 
which gives me this prospect, and so much offence, is* 
the neglect of the Royal Exchange. I mean the edi- 
fice so called, and the walks appertaining thereunto. 
The Royal Exchange is a fabric that well deserves to. 
be so called, as well to express that our monarch's 
highest glory and advantage consists in being the, 
patron of trade, as that it is commodious for business, 
and an instance of the grandeur both of prince and 
people. But ala^ ! at present it hardly seems to be 
set apart for any such use or purpose. Instead of 
the assembly of honourable merchants, substantial 
tradesmen, and knowing masters of ships; the 
mumpers, the halt, the blind, and the lame ; your 
venders of trash, apples, plums ; your ragamuffins^ 
rake-shames, and wenches, have justled me greater, 
number of the former out of that place. Thus it is» 
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especially on the evening change : so that what with 
the din of squallings, oaths, and cries of beggars, 
men of the greatest consequence in our city absent 
themselves from the place. This particular, by the 
way, is of evil consequence, for, if the *Change be 
no place for men of the highest credit to frequent, 
it will not be a disgrace for those of less abilities to 
absent. I remember the time when rascally company 
were kept out, and the unlucky boys with toys and 
balls were whipped away by a beadle. I have seen 
this done indeed of late, but then it has been only to 
chase the lads from chuck, that the beadle might 
seize their copper. 

^ I must repeat the abomination, that the walnut 
trade is carried on by old womeii within the walks, 
which makes the place impassable by reason of shells 
and trash. The benches around are so filthy, that no 
one can sit down, yet the beadles and officers have 
the impudence at Christmas to ask for their box, 
though they deserve the strapado. I do not think 
it impertinent to have mentioned this, because it 
speaks a neglect in the domestic care of the city, 
and the domestic is the truest picture of a man 
every where else. 

' But I designed to speak on the business of money 
and advancement of gain. The man proper for this, 
spea]|:ing in the general, is of a sedate, plain, good 
understanding, not apt to go out of his way, but so 
behaving himself at home, that business may come 
to him. SirWilliam Turner, that valuable citizen , has 
left behind him a most excellent rule, and couched it 
in very few words, suited to the meanest capacity. 
He would say, '' Keep your shop, and your shop 
will keep you."* It must be confessed, that if a man 
of a great genius could add steadiness to his viva- 
cities, or substitute slower men of fidelity to transact 

* Alderman Thomas, a mercer, made this one of the 
nottos in bis shop in Paternoster-row. 
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idf methodical part of his ^airs* %vfjk a one w^tM 

outstrip the rest of the world : but busmess aud tr^ 
are not tp be managed by the same heads which wri(e 
poetry, and make plans for the conduct of lifi^ lA 
general. So^ though we are at this day behold^ 
to the Ute witty aud inventive duke of Buckingham 
for the whole trade and manufacture of glasSf yet I 
suppoi^e there is no one will aver» thalC w^elpy^^ 

trace yet living, ^hey would not rather deal with noiy 
iligentfriend and neighbour, Itfr.Guml^y, fof lUff 
Siods to b^ prepaxed and delivered on such a day, 
an h9 would with that illustrious mechanic a^^v^ 
mentioned. 

< ^o^ no, Mr. SpQctator^ you ^its must not pre. 
tand to Vc rich; and it is possible the reason may bf » 
in some measure, because you d^sj^se, pr at l^t 
you do not value it enough to l^t it take up yo^r 
^hief attention; which the tradigr npiuat do, or lo^e bU 
credit, which is to him what honour, r^putati^f , 
fame, or glory, is to pth^r sprt of men. 

* I shall not speak to the po^nt of o^h itself, until I 
see how you approve of these my maxims in genemJ : 
^ut I think a speculation uppn * many a little m^l^es 
a mickle ; a penny saved is a penny got ; penny wiao 
and pound foolisb ; it is need that makes the old 
wife trot/ would be Y«ry useful to th^ world ; ani^, 
if you treated them with knowledge, would be 
useful to yourself, for it would make demands fgr 
your paper among those who have no notion of it 
at present. 13ut of these matters more hereafter* 
If you did this, as you excel many writers pf the 
present age for politeness, so you would OHtgp. ^l^e 
author pf the true strops of razors for us^* 

M shall conclude this discourse with an ^mh^- 
nation of a proverb, which by vulgar error is taken 
and used when a man is reduced to an extremityt 
whereas the propriety of the maxim is to use it when 
you would say there is plenty,^ but you must make 



such a choice as not to hurt another nvho is to come 
after you. 

* Mr. Tobias Hobson, from wham we hava the 
expression, was a very honourable man, for I shall 
ever call the man so who gets an estate honestly. 
Mr. Tobias Hobson was a carrier s and, being a 
man of great abilities and invention, and oaq that 
saw where there might good profit arise, though the 
duller men overlooked it, this ingenious man was 
the ftrst in this island who. let out hackney horses.* 
He lived in Cambridge ; and, observing that the 
scholars rid hard, his manner was to keep a large 
atablft of koxs^f with boots, bridles, and whips^ U) 
fumisU the gentlemen at onc^, without goijig &om 
college to cpUege to borrow, as they have done aioi^ 
the death qf this worthy man. I say, Mr. Hobspp 
kept a stable of forty good cattle always ready 9Wi 
fit for travelling ; but, when a man came for a borse^ 
be wti# led into the stable, wh^re there was gr^t 
choice ; but he obliged him to talf^ the horse which 
stood nei^t^ the stable door ; so that every customer 
was alik^ Wi^U served according tP his cbanca, su^ 
every horse ridden with the same justice ; from 
whence it becai^e ^ prov^b^ whe^ what pught 
to be jmx election was forced vppn y<xu, ta sav, 
'' Hebron's pboice." This memorable man stands 
drawn in frecieio at an inn (whi^h he used) in Bishops- 
gate*stre^^9 with an hundred pound hag undi^r Vis 
aian, with this incriptijon i^pcua the said bag : 

*f Tlys frnitM iPQtl^r. of a hniKke4 mora*" 

* Whatisvor tradesman will trv tbe experimeni;, 
and bj^gin th^ day ^t^ you p^ahli^. this my discourne 
to tr^t his cMstojxi^s aU ^^$ and all raa^opabjy 
und h99«fttly* I wiU an#nre hiw th^ same avip^P^f 

* I am, Sir, 

< Your Ipving friend, 
T. * £(£z]%KiA» xnaifT.' 

VOL. VTI P 
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N*510. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 171*. 



Si sapit^ 



, Negue^ pnelerfumm qua$ ipte amor tnolesHas 
HiAetf addatf et illas guas habet^ recteferas. 

Tbr. Eun. Act i. Sc. 1. 

If you aie vise, add not to the troubles which attend the 
. passion of love^ and bear patiently those which are 
inseparable from it* 

I WAS the other day driving in a hack through Ger- 
rafd-street, when my eye w^s immediately catched 
with the prettiestt)bject imaginable — ^the face of a 
very fair girl, between thirteen and fourteen, fixed at 
the chin to a painted sash, and made part of the land- 
scape. -It seemed admirably done, and upon throw- 
ing myself eagerly out of the coach to look at it, it 
laughed, and flung from the window. This amiable 
figure dwelt upon me ; and I was considering the 
vanity of the girl, and her pleasant coquetry in acting 
a picture until she was taken notice of, and raised 
the admiration of her beholders. This little circum- 
stance made me run into reflections upon the force of 
beauty, and the wonderful influence the female sex 
has upon the other part of the species. Our hearts 
are seized with their enchantments, and there are 
few of us, but brutal men, who by that hardness lose 
the chief pleasure in them, can resist their insinua- 
tions, though never so much against our interest 
and opinion. It is common with women to destroy 
the good effects a man's following his own way and 
inclination might have upon his honour and fortune^ 
by interposing their power Over him in matters 
wherein they cannot mfluence him, but to his loss 
and disparagement. 1 do not know therefore a 
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task so difficult in human life, as to be proof against 
the importunities of a woman a man loves. There 
18 certainly no armour against tears, sullen looks, or 
at best constrained familiarities, in her whom you 
usually meet with transport and alacrity. Sir Walter 
Raleigh was quoted in a letter (of a very ingenious 
correspondent of mine) upon this subject. That 
author who had lived in courts, camps, travelled 
through many countries, and seen many men under 
several climates, and of as various complexions, 
speaks of our impotence to resist the wiles of women 
in very severe terms. , His words are as follow : 

« What means did the devil find out, or what in- 
struments did his own subtilty present him, as fittest 
and aptest to work his mischief by 1 Even the un- 
quiet vanity of the woman; so as by Adam's hearken- 
ing to the voice of his wife, contrary to the express 
commandment of the livitig God, mankind by that 
ber incantation became the subject of labour, sor. 
roWy and death ; the woman being given to man for 
a comforter and companion^ bat not for a counsellor. 
It is also to be noted by whom the woman was tempt- 
ed : even by the most ugly and unworthy of all beasts, 
into whom the devil entered and persuaded. Se- 
condly, What was the motive of her disobedience ? 
Even a desire to know what was most unfitting her 
knowledge ; an affection which has ever since re- 
mained in all the posterity of her sex. Thirdly, 
What was it that moved the man to yield to her per** 
suasions ? Even the same cause which hath moved 
all men since to the like consent, namely, an unwil- 
lingness to grieve her, or make her sad, lest she 
should pine, and be overcome with sorrow. But if 
Adam, in the state of perfection, and Solomon the 
son of David; God's chojsen servant, and himself a 
man endured with the greatest wisdom, did both of 

p2 
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ihefti disobey their Creftt6r by tKe persua^ioti, ktkd 
for the love they bate to a woin&n» it is not so woii- 
derfut as lamentable that other men in succeeding 
dees have been allured to so many inconvenient and 
Wicked practices by the persuasions of their wives, 
6t other beloved darlings, who cover over and sha- 
dow many malicious purposes with a counterfeit pd^ 
sion of dissimulate sorrow and unquietneds.' 

*fhe motions of the minds of lovers are to whefie 
tfO Well described as in the works of skilful writeitt 
for the stage. The scene between Fulvia and Ca« 
riu8> in the second act of Jonson's Catiline, is an 
eitcellent picture of the power of a lady bver her 
g&llant* The wench plays with his affection^ ; and 
ad & Inan, of aU places of the World, wishes to make 
a good figdi^ witn his mistress, iipon her upbraidlnj^ 
&im with W^t of spirit, he alluded to enterprises 
Which he cannot reveal but with the hazard of hiis 
life. When he is worked thud far,with a little flattery 
6f her 6|pinion of his gallantry, and desire to know 
taore of it out ofher overflowing fondness to him, hd 
brags to her until his life is in her disposal. . 

When a man is thus liable to be vanquished b^ 
the charms of her he loves, the safest way is to de- 
termine what is proper to be done ; but to avoid all 
expostulation with li^r before he executeswhat he had 
resolved. Women are ever too hard for us ujpon a 
treaty ; and one must consider how senseless a thing 
it is to argue with one whose looks and gestures are 
more prevalent with you, than your reason and ar- 
guments can be with her. It is a most miserable 
slavery to submit to what you disapprove, and give 
up a truth for no other reason, but that you had not 
fortitude to support you in asserting it. A man has 
enough to do to conquer his own unreasonable vashes 
and desires ; but he does that in vain, if he has those 
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of another to gratify. Let his pride be in his wife 
and family, let him give them all the conveniences 
of life in such a manner as if he were proud of them ; 
but let it be his own innocent pride, and not their ex- 
orbitant desires, which are indulged by him . Iq this 
case ail the little arts imaginable are used to soften 
a man*s heart, and raise his passion above his under- 
standing. But in all concessions of this kind, a man 
should consider whether the present he makes, flows 
from his own love, or the importunity of his beloved^ 
If from the latter, he is her slave; if from the for- 
mer, her friend. We laugh it off, and do not weigh 
this subjection to women with that seriousness which 
80 important a circumstance deserves. Why was 
courage given to a man, if his wife's fears are to frus- 
trate it} When this is once indulged, you are no 
longer her guardian and protector, as you were de- 
signed by nature ; but, in compliance to her weak- 
nesses, you have disabled y(j>urself from avoiding the 
misfortunes into which they will lead you both, and 
you are to see the hour in which you are to be re- 
proached by herself for that very complaisance to 
her. It is mdeed the most difficult mastery over 
ourselves we can possibly attain, to resist the grief 
of her who charms us ; but let the heart-ach, be the 
anguish never so quick and painful, it is what must 
be suffered and passed through, if you think to live 
like a gentleman, or be conscious to yourself that you 
are a man of honesty. The old argument, that ' you 
do not love me if you deny me this,' which first wa? 
used to obtain a trifle, by habitual success will 
oblige the unhappy man who gives way to it to re* 
sign the cause even of his country and nis honour. 
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VSll. THURSDAY, OCTOBJER 1^ 1712. 

Quid non itiveniii iurh& quod amaret in iRtf f 

Ovid, An. Aiki. f . lt^« 

Wh6 c<mld fall to find, 

Is sacft a cffowd a tnkireas to bis miflld ? 

' DEAtt s^£C, 

* FiiirDXNO that my last letter took, t do iAtend ttt 
condnue my epistolary correspondence Ull^ith thee^ 
bti those dear confounded creatures, women. ThOii 
&nowest all the little learning I am master of ift 
lipon that Subject: I never looked in a book, but 
for their sakes. I have lately jnet with two pur6 
istories for a Spectator, which I am dure will pleade 
inightily, if they pass through thy hands. The 
first of them I found by chance it an English book, 
called Herodotus, that lay in my friend Dappef- 
iniVt window, as I visited him one^ morning, ft 
luckily opened in the place ivhere I m^t the fol* 
lowing account He tells us that it was the maimeir 
among the Persians to have several fairs iii the king- 
dom, at which all the young unmarried #ometi wei^ 
annually exposed to sale. The men who wanted 
wives came hither to provide themselves. Svery 
woman Wad given to the highest bidder, ^d the mo- 
ney which she fetched laid aside for the pubKc nsis, 
to1>e emploved as thou shalt hear by and by. By 
this means the richest pet>ple had the choice Of &'e 
market, and culled out the most extraotdinaty 
beauties. As soon as the fair was thus picked, the 
refuse was to be distributed among the poor, cmd 
among those who could not go to the price of a 
beauty. Several of these married the agreeables, 
without paying a farthing for them, unless some* 
body chanced to think it worth his while to bid for 
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them, iti Whicb case the beat bid<!er i/^ ilwiyi fli<« 
pTxrcbd^et. Bdt now you must knolr* Spec, rt hilpM 

Smed iu Pisrsid, as it aoes in our own coantry, thttt 
et^ were as many ugly women as beauties ov 
df^eeables; so that by consequence, aftef the mat-^ 
gmrates had put off a great many, there was s^ H 
great many that stuck upon their hands. In otd'eir 
dierefbi^ to dear the mecrket, the money which th^ 
bedtities htld sold for was disposed df among thfi 
ugly ; St) that a pootr man, who could not affbrd td 
bav« a beauty for his wife; Was fbrced to take litp 
^th a fortune; the greatest portion being alwaytf 
gfiten to the most deformed. To this the anthoi^ 
at]ds» that etery poor man was forced to five kindly 
With his wif^, or, m case he repented of his bargain; 
to return her portion widi her to the next public sale; 
' What I would recommend to thee on this occa- 
sion is, to establish Such an imaginary fan* in Oreaf 
Britain : thou couldat make itvery pleasant by tMMh^ 
ing women of quality with cObiers and carmen, Oi^ 
describing tittesand garters leading off in grfeat cisre- 
monv shopkeepers' and farmers' daughters. ThoueK; 
tfy tell thee the truth, t am confoundedly afraid, thctf 
as the love of money prevails in our island more tharf 
it did in Persia, we should find diat some of our 
greatest men would choose out the portions,and riVat 
one another for the richest piece of deformity ; and 
that, on the contrary, the toasts and belles worild 
be bought up by extravagant heirs, gamesters, taiA 
spendthrifts. iThou couldst make very pret^ re<» 
flections upon this occasion in honour of the Persian 

EDtiticians,who took care,by such marriages, to beau- 
fy the upper part of the species, and to makte th« 
^eatest persons in the government the most grace- 
ful. But this I shall leave to thy judicious pen. 

* I have another story to tell thee, which I like- 
wisie met with in a book. It seems the geneitd Of 
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the Tartars, after haying laid siege to a strong town 
in China, and taken it by storm, would set to sale all 
the women that were found in it. Accordingly he 
put each of them into a sack, and, after having tho- 
roughly considered the value of the woman who waa 
indosedi marked the price that was demanded for 
her upon the sack. There was a great confluence 
of chapmen, that resorted from every part, with a 
design to purchase, which they were to do ' unsight 
unseen.' The book mentions a merchant in parti- 
cular, who observing one of the sacks to be marked 
pretty high, bargained for it, and carried it off with 
him to his house. As he was resting with it upon a 
halfway bridge, he was resolved to take a survey of 
his purchase : upon opening the sack, a little old 
woman popped her head out of it; at which the ad- 
venturer was in so great a rage that he was going to 
shoot her out into me river. The old lady, however, 
begged him first of all to hear her story, by which he 
learned that she was sister to a great mandarin, who 
would infalUbly make the fortune of his brother-in- 
law as soon as he should know to whose lot she fell« 
Upon which the merchant again tied her up in hia 
sack, and carried her to his hous^, where she proved 
an excellent wife, and procured him a!ll the riches 
from her brother that she had promised him. 

* I fancy, if I was disposed to dream a second 
time, I could make a tolerable vision upon this plan. 
I would suppose all the unmarried women in Lon- 
don and Westminster brought to market in sacks, 
with their respective prices on each sack. The first 
sack that is sold is marked with five thousand pound. 
Upon the opening of it, I find it filled with an admi- 
rai>le housewife, of an agreeable countenance. The 
purchaser, upon hearing her good qualities, pays 
down her price very cheerfully. The second I wonld 
open should be, a five hundred pound sack. Thq 
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lady in it, to our surprise, has the face and person 
of a toast. As we are wondering how she came to 
be set at so low a price, we hear uiat she would hav^ 
been valued at ten thousand poiind^ but that the 
puUic had made those abatements for her being a 
scold. I would afterwards find some beautiful, mo* 
dest, and discreet woman, that should be the top 
of the market ; and perhaps discover half a dozen 
romps tied up together in the same sack, atone hun- 
dred pound a head* The prude and the Coquette 
should be valued at the same price, though the first 
should go off the better of the two. t fimcy tho« 
wouldst like such a vision, had I time to fimsh it; 
because, to talk in thy own way, there is a moral in 
it. Whatever thou mayest thiidc of it, pr*ythee do 
not make any of thy oueer apologies for tms letter, 
as thou didst for my last* The women love n gpay 
lively fellow, and are never an^ at the rai^eries 
of one who is their own admirer. I anpi always 
bitter upon them, but well with them* 

'Thine, 

0« ' HONEYCOMB.^ 
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JAtiartim deUoUuiitf pariterfue mo^itndp, 

HoR. An. Poet: ver. 344. 

BCiiteg togeUiet prttftt and delight. 

TntlBLt is nothing which we receive with so much 
reluctance as advise. We look upon the man Wh6 
gives it us as offering an affront to oor understand- 
me, and treating us like children or idiots. We con- 
sider the instruction as an implicit censure, and the 
xeai which any one shews for our good on such Hi 
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oopasion as a pieceof presninptionor impertinence* 
The truth of it is» the person who pretenas to advise 
does, in that particular, exercise a superiority over 
us, and can have no other reason for it, but that, in 
comparing us with himself, he thinks us defective 
either in our conduct or our understanding. For 
these reasons, there is nothing so difficult as the art 
of making advice agreeable ; and indeed all the 
writers, both ancient and modem, have distinguish- 
ed themselves among one another, according to the 
Sirfection at which they have arrived in this art. 
ow many devices have been made use of, to ren- 
der this bitter portion palatable! Some convev their 
mstructions tb us in the best chosen words, others in 
the most harmonious numbers ; some in points of 
wit, and others in short provetbs* 

But, among all the different ways of giving coun* 
sel, I think the fine^ and that which pleases the 
most unrversally, is fable, in whatsoever shape it ap- 
pears. If we consider this way of instructing or 
eiving adioe, it excels all others, because it is the 
least shocking, and the least subject to those excep- 
tions which I have before mentioned. 

This will appear to us, if we reflect, in the first 
place, that upon the reading of a fable, we are made 
to believe we advise ourselves. We peruse the au^ 
thor for the sake of the story, and consider the pre- 
cepts rather as our own conclusions than his instruc- 
tions. The moral insinuates itself imperceptibly ; we 
are taught by surprise, and become wiser and better 
unawares. In short, by this method a man is so far 
over-reached as to think he is directing himself, 
while he is following the dictates of -another, and 
consequently is not sensible of that which is the 
most uupleasing circumstance in advice. 

In the next place, if we look into human nature,, 
we shall find that the mind is never so much pleased 
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9f when she exerts herself in any action that gives 
her an idea of her own perfections and abilities. 
This natural pride and ambition of the soul is very 
much gratified in the reading of a fable ; for, in 
writings of this kind, the reader comes in for half of 
the performance ; every thing appears to him like a 
discovery of his own ; he is busied all the while in 
applying characters and circumstances, and is in this 
respect both a reader and a composer. It is no won- 
der therefore, that on such occasions, when the mind 
is thus pleased with itself, and am^sed with its own 
discoveries, that it is highly delighted wjth thevnrit- 
ing which is the occasion of it. For this reason the 
Absalom and Achitophel* was one of the most popu* 
lar poems that ever appeared in English. The poetry 
is indeed very fine; but had it been much finer, it 
would not have so much pleased without a plan 
which gave the reader an opportunity of exerting 
his own talents. 

This oblique manner of giving advice is so in- 
offensive, that, if we look intoanoient histories, we 
find the wise men of old very often chose to eive 
counsel to their kings in fables. To omit many which 
will occur to every one's memory, there is a pretty 
instance of this nature in a Turkish tale, which I do 
not like the worse for that little oriental extrava- 
gance which is mixed with it. 

We are told that the sultan Mahmoud, by his per- 
petual wars abroad, and his tyrannv at home, nad 
filled his dominions with ruin and desolation, and 
half unpeopled the Persian Empire. The visier to 
this great sultan (whether a humourist or an en- 

• A memonble satire written by Dryden against the faction 
which, by lord Shaftesbury's incitement, set the dulce of 
Monmouth at tlieir head. Of this poem, in which personal 
flatire is applied to tlie support of public principles, the sale 
was so large, that it is said not to liave been equalled, but by 
Sacbevereirs trial. 
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thusUsty we 4re not informed) pret^nd^ tQ have 
learned of a certain dervise to undewtand the laiv- 
guagc of birds, so that there was not a bh-d th^t 
could open his mouth but the visier knew what it 
^as be said. As he was one evening with the em- 
peror, in their return from hunting, they saw a 
couple of owls upon a tree that grew near an old 
wa^ll out of a heap of rubbish. ' I would fain know' 
says the sultan, * what those two owls are sa^jing to 
one another ; listen to their discourse, and give mfe 
an account of it.' The visier approached the trecprq- 
^nding to be very attentive to the two owls, Uppn 
h^s return to the sultan, * Sir,' says he, * I have 
heard part of their conversation, but dare not tell 
you what it is.' The sultan would not be satisfied 
with such an answer, but forced him to repeat word 
foir word every thing the owls had said. * i ou mu9t 
ynoyf then,' said the visier, ' that one of these owls 
has a son, and tibe other a daughter, between whom 
they a^re now upon a treaty of marriage. The father 
of Qie son said to the father of the daughter, in my 
hearing, '* Brother, I consent to this marriage, pro- 
vided you will settle upon your daughter fifty rumed 
villages for her portion." To which the father of the 
daughter repUea, ** Instead of fifty, I will give her 
fiveliundrea if you please. God grant a long life 
to sultan Mahmoud ! Whilst he reigns oyer us, we 
^hall never wsMit ruined villages.'" 

I^^ ^tory says, the sultan was so touched with tfae 
fable, that he rebuilt the towns and villages which 

i^ad peen 4^^^Py^<^» ^"^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ forward 
consulted the good of his people. 

To fill up my paper, I shsdl add a most ridiculous 
pi^ce of natural magic, which was tavght by no le^s 
a philosopher than Pemocritu^, namely, the^t if tbe 
blood of certain birds, which he mentioned, weve 
mixed together, it would produce a serpent of such 



a W094^rfiil virtue, that whoeyer dt4 ^ k ahouM 
^ df^iUed m tfaie language of birds, and unde^patMd 
every thing they said to one anothfir. Whether th9 
4ervise above mentioned might qot have eaten such 
^ serpen^ I shall leave to the 4et6j?|ftinati9Q of thii 
learned. 0« 
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WiboB »U U)i9 god oams niabipg on Jbier «>vl« 

The following letter comes to me from that excel- 
lent mui in holy orders, whom I have mentioned 
more than once, as one of that society, who assists 
me in my speculations. It is a thought in sickness^ 
and of a very serious nature, for which reason I give 
it a place in the paper of this day. 

* SIB, 

* Th E indisposition which has so lo^g bung 
upon m^ is at last grown to such a head tha^itixi^st 
quickly make an end of nve or of itself, Yoi| may 
imagine, that whilst I am in this bad state of health* 
there are none of your works which I read wHh 
gpreater pleasure than your Saturday's papers. I 
should be very glad if I could furnish you with any 
hints for that day's entertainment. Were 1 able tp 
dress up several thoughts of a serious nature, which 
have made great impressions on my mind during a 
long fit; of fickness, they might not be an improper 
entertainment for that occasion. 

* Ai^ong all the reflectious ^hich usually rise in 
the mind of a sick man, who has time and inoLina-^ 
Uon to consid,er his Approaching end, there i^ OQQiP 

VO}.. VII. Q 
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more natural than that of his going to appear naked 
and unbodied before Him who made him. When a 
man considers, that, as soon as the vital union is 
dissolved, he shall see that Supreme Being whom 
he now contemplates at a distance, and only in his 
works, or to speak more philosophically, when, by 
some faculty m the soul, he shall apprehend the 
Divine Being, and be more sensible of his presence 
than we are now of the presence of any object which 
the eye beholds, a man must be lost m carelessness 
and stupidity, who is not alarmed at such a thought. 
Dr. Sherlock, in his excellent treatise upon Death, 
has represented, in very strong and lively colours, 
the state of the soul in its first separation from the 
body, with regard to that invisible world which every 
where surrounds us, though we are not able to 
discover it through this grosser world of matter, 
which is accommodated to our senses in this life. 
His words are as follow : 

'< That death, which is our leaving this world, is 
nothing else but our putting o£f these bodies, te^hes 
us that it is only our union to these bodies, which 
intercepts the sight of the other world. The other 
world IS not at such a distance from us as we may 
imagine ; the throne of God indeed is at a great re- 
move from this earth, above the third heavens, where 
he displays his glory to those blessed spirits which 
encompass his throne ; but as soon as we step out of 
these bodies, we step into the other world, which is 
not so properly another world (for there is the same 
heaven and earth still) as a new state of life. To 
live in these bodies is to live in this world ; to live 
out of them is to remove into the next : for while 
our souls \ire confined to these bodies, and can look 
only through these material casements, nothing but 
what is material can affect us; nay, nothing but 
what is so gross that it can reflect light, and convey 
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the shapes and colours of things with it to the 
eye : so that^ though within this visible world there 
be a more glorious scene of things than what ap« 
pears to us, we perceive nothing at all of it ; for this 
veil of flesh parts the visible and invisible world: 
but when we put off these bodies there are new and 
surprising wonders present themselves to our view ; 
when these material spectacles axe tak en off, the soul 
with its own naked eyes sees what was invisible be* 
fore ; and then we are in the other world, when we 
can see it and converse with it Thus St, Paul telk 
usy. that ' when we are at home in the body, we are 
absent from the Lord ; but when we are absent from 
the body, we are present with the Lord :' 2 Cor. v. 
6, 8. Andmethinks this is enough to cure us of our 
fondness for these bodies, unless we think it more de- 
sirable to be confined to aprison, and to look through 
a grate all our lives, which g^ves us but a very nar- 
row prospect, and that none of the best neither, 
than to be set at liberty to view all the glories: 
of the world. What would we give now for the least 
glimpse of that invisible world, which the first step 
we takelfout of these bodies will present us with? 
There are such things * as eye hath not seen nor 
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive/ Death opens our eyes, enlarges 
our prospect, presents us with a new and more glo- 
rious world, which we can never see while we are 
shut up in flesh ; which should make us as willing 
to part with this veil, as to take the film off of our 
eyes, which hinders our sight.*^ 

' As a thinking man caxmot but be very much af- 
fected with the idea of his appearing in the presence 
of that Being ** whom none can see and live," he 
must be much more affected when he considers that 
this Being whom he appears before, will examine all 
the actions of his past life, and reward or punish 

q2 
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kfiii t6c6irditigly. I «ili8t*cot)(^ird that I thMlB Utrntt 
a n6 tioheme onreMgimi, beftides that of Christia&ky; 
wMchcan possibly supportthie most virtuous pei^ott 
under this thought. Let a mati's innocence be trhai 
it Wit^, let his virtaes rise to the highest pitch of per- 
Action attainable in this life, there Will be still in him 
iommy secret sint», so many human frailties, so many 
dfiences of ignorance, passion, and prejudice, so 
many unguarded ^ords and thoughts, aud in shorty 
g&many defects in his best actions; that^ without the 
adhrdiltages, of such an ei^^atlon and atcneineftttfa 
Christianity has revealed i6 ns, it is imposi^ible that 
lis shduld be cleai^d befoi'ehis Sovereign Judge, or 
that he should be able to << stand in his sight.'* Odf 
holy I'eMgion siig^stn to ns tUe only ineanf ^h^e« 
bv our guilt may bt tai^tt awaj^, and bur impetfefk 
obedience accepted. 

' it is tills sei^tes of Khoaght that f tea^e etnf!^* 
voiified to ekpi^si in tha f6ilowtng h^iM, lAidi 1 
kave eompoded diufing thiii my sibkness. 

^ WitiABr, yfifDg ftMi tfie b6d of death, 

O'^r^helm'd #Hh guitt And f^r, 
I 9d0 my Xfctker, ftce to fioe, 

O how shaU I appear ! 

^^,^' If yet, while pardon may be found. 
And mcrby itiay be sought, 
H^ heart with iiiWai«l horror shrilil^, 
^nd tremUes tii the thodgbt ; 

.. Ml. 

** When thou, O Lord, shalt stand disolos'd 

In majesty, severe, 
And sit in judgment on lAy sOul, 

O how shall I appear ! 

IV. 

" Biit thott b*8t told the tiooWed Bhid 

Who does her sins lament. 

The timely tribute of her tears 

Shall endless woe prevent. 
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T. 

" Then see the sorrows of my heart. 

Ere yet it be too late ; 
And bear my Saviour's dying groans^ 

To give those sorrows weights 

VI. 

** For never shall my soal despair 

Her pardon to procare. 
Who knows thine only Son has died 

To make her pardon sure.*' 

< There it a noble hymn in French, which Mon- 
sieur Bayle has celebrated for a very fine one» and 
which the famous author of the Art of Speakiilg, 
calls an admirable one, that turns upon a thought of 
the same nature. If 1 could have done it justice in 
English, I would have sent it you translated ; it 
was written by Monsieur des Barreux, who had been 
one of the greatest wits and libertines in France, but 
in his last years was as remarkable a penitent* 

' Grand Dieu, tesjugnnema tont remplU d'ipriU; 

Tcmjour$ tu prends plaUir 4 nous itre propiee. 

Maisfai tant/ait de mat, que Jamais ta bonti 

Ne me pardonnera, sant ehoquer ta Justice, 

Omi, mon Dieu, la grandeuir de mon impieii 

Ne laisse ton d pouvoir que U ehoix du tuppliee: 

Ton intMt s*oppose d mafilieiti : 

Bt ta elimenee waSme ati^id queJepMsse, 

Contents ton disir^ puis qu'il Vest glorieux ; 

Ofemee toi des plemrs qui content de Mes feuw; 

Tonne^fiappe^ il est terns, rens uuti guerre pour gntfte; 

J'adore en pirissant la raison qui faigrit^ 

Mais dessus quel endroit tomhera ton tonndre, 

Q»< mesoit tomi convert du sang de Jesus Christ,^ 

* If these thoughts may be serviceable to you, I 
desire you would place them in a proper light, and 
am ever, with great sincerity, 

O. < Sir, yours, Ac' 

q3 
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Me Pamatsi deiterta per ardua duleis 

Raptat amor : juvat irejugiSj qud nulla priorum 
Castalium molli diver titur orbita cUvo* 

ViRe. Creorg. ui. 291. 

But the commaiidin; Musd my cheriot guides'. 
Which o'er the dubious cliff securely rides : 
And pleas'd I am no beaten road to take. 
But first the way to new discoveries make. 

Dbydbn. 

. * MR. fil»£CTXTO&, I 

* I CAMfi borne a little later than usual the other 
Mght V aind, not &ading myi^lf inclined to sleep, I 
took up Virgil to divert me until 1 should be molrie 
disposed to rest Hci is the author whooa: I s^ways 
choose on such occasions ; no one writing in so di- 
vine^ so hsurmoniduii, nor so equal a strain, which 
leaves the mind composed and softened into an 
agreeable liiellincholy ; the temper, in idileh, of all 
others, I choose to close the day. The pailsages I 
turned to, were those beaUiifui raptures in his Geor- 
gics, where he professes himself entirely given up 
to the Muses, and sihit with the love of poetry, 
passionately wishing to be transported to the cool 
shades and retirements of the mountain Haemus , I 
closed the book and went, to bed. What I had just 
before been reading made so strong an impression 
on my mind, that Sucy seemed almost to flilfil to 
me the wish of Virgil, in presenting to me the fol- 
lowing vision. 

^ Me thought I was on a sudden placed ki the 
plains of Bceotia, where at the end of the horiifon I 
saw the mountain Parnassus rising befbre me. The 
prospect yf^Ji of jso large an extent, that I had long 
wandered about to find a path which should directly 
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kad me to it, had I not seea at some distance )i 
grove of triees, which, in a plain that had nothing 
else remarkable enough in it to fix my sight, im- 
mediately determined me to go thither. When I 
arrived at it, I found it parted out into a great 
number of walks and alleys, which often widened 
into beautiful openings, as circles, or ovals, set round 
with yews and cypresses, with niches, grottos, and 
caves, placed on the sides, encompassed with ivV". 
There was lio sound to be heard in the whole place, 
but only that of a gentle breeze passing over the 
leaves of the forest ; every thing beside was buried, 
in a profound silence. I was captivated vrith the 
beauty and retirement of the place, and never so 
much, before that hour, wste pteased with the eih* 
joyment of myself. I indulged th^ humour* and 
suffered myself to wiander .without choice or design. 
At length; dt the end of a range of trees > l saw 
three figures seated on a bank of moss, with a silent 
brook creeping at their feet. I adored them as the 
tutelary divinities of the place, and stood still to 
take a particular view of each of them. The middle- 
most, whose name was Solitude, sat with her arms 
across each other, and seemed rathei* pensive, and 
wholly taken up with her own thoughts, than any 
ways grieved or displeased. The only companions 
which she admitted into that retirement, were, the 
goddess Silence, who sat on her right hand with 
her finger on her mouth, and on her left Contenl- 
plation, with her eyes fixed upon the heavens. 
Before her lay a celestial globe, with several 
schemes of mathematical theorems She prevented 
my speech with the greatest affability in the world. 
" Fear not," said she, " I know your request before 
you speak of it ; you would be led to the mountain 
of the Muses ; the only way to it lies through this 
place, and no one is so often employed in conducting 
persons thither as myself." When she had tiittg 
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spokeii) she rose from her seat, and I immediately 
placed myselfunder her direction; but whilst I passed 
through the grove I could not help inquiring of her 
who were the persons admitted into that sweet retire- 
ment. ** Siurely/' said I, ^* there can nothing enter 
here but virtue and virtuous thoughts ; the whole 
wood seems designed for the reception and reward oi 
such persons as have spent their lives according to 
jthe dictates of their conscience, and the commands of 
the gods.'' '< You imagine right,'' said she: ''assure 
yourself Uus place was at first designed for no other ; 
such it continued to be in the reign of Saturn, when 
none entered here but holy priests, deliverers of their 
country from oppression and tyranny, who reposed 
themselves here after their labours, and those whom 
the study and love of wisdom had fitted for divine 
conversation. But now it is become no less dan- 
gerous than it was before desirable : vice has 
learned so to mimic virtue, that it often creeps in 
hither under its disguise. See there ; just before 
you, Revenge stalking by, habited in the robe of 
Honour. Observe, not far from him. Ambition 
standing alone ; if you ask him his name, he will 
tell you it is Emulation, or Glory. But the most 
frequent intruder we have is Lust, who succeeds now 
the deity to whom in better days this grove was 
entirely devoted. Virtuous Love, with Hymen, 
and the Graces attending him, once reignea over 
this happy place: a whole train of virtues waited 
on him, and no dishonourable thought durst pre- 
sume for admittance. But now, how is the whole 
prospect changed! and how seldom renewed by 
some few who dare despise sordid wealthy and 
imagbe themselves fit companions for so charming 
«i divinity I' 

*The goddess had no sooner said thus, but we 
were arrived at the utmost boundaries of the wood» 
wkich lay contiguous to a plain that ended at the 
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Ibot 6f th6 motiAtaiii. ftere I kept close to rhi 
guide, being solicited by seyer^l phantoms, ^ho 
ftsdared me they would shew me a nearer way to th^ 
mountain of the Muses. Among the rest Vanity 
was extremely importunate, having deluded infinite 
numbers, whom I saw wandering at the foot of the 
hill. I turned away from this despicable tVoop With 
disdain; and, addressing myself to my guide, told 
her that, as I had some hopes I should be able to 
reach up; part of the ascent, so I despaired of ha- 
ying strength enough^O attain the pl'aiu on the top. 
But, being informed by her that it was iihpossible to 
stand upon the sides, and that if I did not proceed 
O^ards I should irrevocably fall down to the lowest 
^erge, I resolved to hazard any labour and hard^ij^ 
fti the attempt : so great a desire had I of ei^joyin^ 
tike satisfaction I hoped to tneet with at the en^ ^ 
t^ enterprise. 

'There were two paths, which led np by difi^^- 
^tit t<rays to the sunimit Of the mountain : the cftt^ 
wad guarded by the genius which presided^ over th^ 
sAometit of our births. He had it in charge to ex- 
amitie the several pretensions of those who desii^d 
fOpaiss that way, but to admit none excepting tho^e 
omj on whom Melpomene had looked with a pro- 
j^itious eye at the hour of their nativity. The othet 
way was guarded by Diligence, to whom many of 
those persons applied who had met with a denial the 
other way ; but he was so tedious in granting their 
request, and indeed after admittance the way was 
so very intricate and laborious, that many, after they 
liad made some progress, chose rather to return 
back- than proceed, and very few persisted so long 
a^ to arrive at the end they proposed. Besides 
tkese two paths, which at length severally led td 
the top of the mountain, tnere was a third madis up 
olT these two, which a little after tH^ entrance johned 



178 . SP£CTATO». N« 514* 

in one. This carried those happy few, whose ^good 
fortune it was to find it, directly to the throne of 
Apollo. I do not know whether I should even now 
have had the resolution to have demanded entrance 
at either* of these doors, had I not seen a peasant- 
like man (followed by a numerous and lovely train 
of youth of both sexes) insist upon entrance for aU 
whom he led up. He put me in mind of the country 
clown who is painted in the map for leading prince 
Eugene over the Alps. He had a bundle of papars 
in his hand ; and, producing several, which he said 
were given to him by hands which he knew ApoUo 
would allow as passes ; among which, methought I 
saw some of my own writing ; the whole assembly 
was admitted, and gave by their jMresence a new 
beauty and pleasure to these happy mansions. I 
found the man did not pretend to enter himself, but 
served as a kind of forester in the lawns, to direct 
passengers, who by their own merit, or instructions 
ne procured for them, had virtue enough to travel 
that way. I looked very attentively upon this kind, 
homely benefactor; and forgive me, Mr. Spectator^ 
if I own to you I took him for yourself. We were 
no sooner entered, but we were sprinkled three 
times with the water of the fountain, Aganippe» 
which had power to deliver us from all harms, hot 
only envy, which reached even to the end ofoor 
journey. We had not proceeded far in the middle 
path, when we arrived at the summit of the hill^ 
where there immediately appeared to us two figures, 
which extremely engaged my attention : the one 
was a young nymph in the prime of her youth and 
beauty ; she had wings on her shoulders and feet^ 
and was able to transport herself to the most dis- 
tant regions in the smallest space of time. She was 
continually varying her dress, sometimes into the 
most natural and becoming habits in the world, and 



N*514. SPECTATOR. 179 

at others into, the most wild and freakish' garb that 
ean be imagined* There stood by her, a man full 
aged and of great gravity, who corrected her incon- 
sistencies by shewing tbem in this* mirror, and 
still flung her aflected and unbecoming ornaments 
down the mountain, which fell in the plain below, 
and were gathered up and woref with great satis- 
fisction by those that inhabited it. The name of the 
nymph was Fancy, the daughter of Libercy, the 
most beautiful of all the mountain nymphs : the 
other was Judgment, the offspring of Time and the 
only child he acknowledged to be his. A youth, 
who sat upon a throne just between them, was 
their genume offspring ; his name was Wit, and his 
seat was composed of the works of the most oele- 
brated authors. I could not but see with a secret 
joy, that, though the Greeks and Romans made the 
majority, yet our own countrymen were the next, 
both in number and dignity. I was now at liberty to 
fftke a full prospect of that delightful region. I was 
inspired with new yigour and life, and saw every 
thing in nobler and more pleasing view than before ; 
I breathed a purer eether in a sky which was a 
continued azure, gilded with perpetual sunshine. 
Tlie two summits of the mountain rose on each side 
and formed in the midst a most delicious vale, the 
habitation of the Muses, and (of [such as had com- 
posed works worthy of immortality. Apollo was 
seated upon a throne of gold, and for a canopy, an 
aged laurel spread its boughs and its shade over his 
head. His bow and quiver lay at his feet. He held 
his harp in his hand, whilst the Muses round about 
]iim,celebrated with hymns, his victory over the ser- 
pent Pythou) and sometimes sang in softer notes 
the loves of Leucothoe and Daphnis. Homer ,Virgil, 
aad Milton, were seated the next to them. Behind 

• His, f fVom\ pwt. for participle. 
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* « < ■ 

wes^ 9 gr^ 9iWJ>er of olfc^is ; ^XQfXl^e wl?om I W%* 
surprised (o nqe ^ome in th^ habit pf Laplai^^^r^^ 
vlpio^ nQtwithstiinding the uncouthness of their dres$^ 
ha^d lately pbtained a plape upon the mouptain. | 
sayF Pindar walking all alone, no one daring to 9Cr 
cost hinij until Cowley joined himself to him;butf 
growing weary of one whp almost walked him piM 
of breath, he left him for Hprace and Anacrepn^, 
i^ith whpm he i^eemed infinitely ^ehg^ted. 

^ A little furtl^er I saw another group o)f %Mr^,; 
I made up to tl^em, and fpund it was Socr^it^^ di<;>;. 
ts^ting to Xenophon, land the ^.pirit of PlatQ ; bjgyt 
ii^ost ofaU, Mus9.us had the greatest ai^dience ^bp^^ 
l^ija. I yras at too great a, distance to hear what 
he said, or to 4i^CQver the faces of his bearers ; 
only I thought I now perceivejd Virgil, who had 
joined them, and stood m a posture full of admixa- 
tio|A at the harmpny of his words. 

^ Lastly, at the very brink of the hill, I saw Bocr 
calini sending dispatches to the world below, of whffi^ 
happened upon Parnassus : but I perceive he did it 
lyithout leave of the Muses, and by stealth, and yras* 
iinwillii^ to have them revised by Apollo. I could 
now, from this height, and serene sky, behold the 
infinite cares and anxieties with which mortals be- 
low sought out their way through the maze of l^e. 
1 saw the path of Virtue lie straight before them, 
iphilst Interest, or some malicious demon, still 
hurried them out of the way* I was at once touched 
with pleasure at my own happiness, and com- 
passion at the sight of their inextricable errors. 
Here the two contending passions rose so high, thfit/t 
tliey were inconsistent with the ^w^et repose I eii* 
jpyed ; and, awaking, with a sudden stjirt, the only 
consolation I could admit of for my loss, was the 
hopes that this relation pf my dream will not 4i^ 
please you*' T. 
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Pudet me et miserei, 9111 hqrum mores cantabat mihi^ 
Monuisse fmstra—^ 

Ter, Hcaut. Act iii. Sc. 3; 

I am ashamed and grieved, that I neglected his advice 
who gave me the character of these creatures. 



* MR. SPECTATOR, 

t 

I AM obliged to you for p^rinting the account I 
lately sent you of a coquette who disturbed a sober 
congregation in the city of London. That intelli- 
gence ended at her taking a coach, and bidding the 
driver to go where he knew. I could not l6ave her 
so, but dogged her, as hard as she drove, toPauFs 
church-yard, where there was a stop of coaches, 
attending company coming out of the cathedral. 
This gave me an opportunity to hold up a crown to 
lier coachman, who gave me the signali that he 
would hurry on, and make no haste> as you know 
the way is when they favour a chase. .By his many 
kind bluliders, driving against other coaches, and 
clipping off some of his tackle, I could keep up with 
bim, and lodgedi my fine lady in! the parish of St. 
James*s. As I guessed, when I first saw her at church, 
her business is to win hearts, and throw them away^ 
regarding nothing but the triumph. I have had the 
happiness, by tracing her through all with whonv. 
I heard she was acquainted, to find one who wasi 
(ntimate with a friend of mine, and to be intro- 

YOL. VXI. ' H 
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diiced to her notice. I have made so good a use 
of my time, as to procure from that intimate of 
hers one of her letters, which she writ to her when 
in the country. This epistle of her own may serve 
to alarm the world against her in ordinary life, as 
mine, I hope, did those who shaU behold her at 
church. The letter was written last winter to the 
lady who gave it me; and I doubt not but you 
will find it the soul of an happy self-loving dame, 
that takes all the admiration she can meet with, 
and returnd none of it in love to her admirers. 

" DtAK jfENNt, 

" I AM glad t6 find you are likely to be 
disposed of in marriage so much to your appro- 
.b^tion, as you tell me. You say you are afraid only 
of me, for I shall laugh at your spouse's afrs. I 
beg of you not to fear it, for I am too nice a dii^- 
cerner to laugh at any, but whom most other peo- 
ple think fine fellows ; so that your dear may bring 
you hither as soon as his horses are in case enough 
to appear in town, and you be very safe against 
any railleify you may apprehend from me; for I am 
surrounded vdth coxdombs of my own making, who 
are all ridiculoiis ift a fnanner wherein your good 
man, I presume, dannot exert himself. As men who 
cannot raise their fortunes, and are uneasy under 
the incapacity of shining in courts, r&ir at ambition ; 
so do awkward and insipid women, who cannot 
warik the hearts, and charm the eyes of men, rail 
at affectation^: but she that has the joy of seeing 
a man's heart leap into hiii eyes at beholding her, 
is is no pain for want of esteem among the ei*ew of 
that part of her Own sex, who have no spirit but 
that of envy, a^nd no language but that of malice. 
I do not m this, I hope, express myself insensible 
of the merit of Leodacia, who lowers her beauty to 
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all but her husband, and never spreads her charms 
but to gladden him who has a right to them ; 1 say, 
I do honour to those who can be coquettes, and are 
not such; but I despise all who would be so, and, 
in despair of arriving at it themselves, hate and 
vilify all those who can. But be that as it will, in 
answer to your desire of knowing my history : one 
of my chief present pleasures is in country dances ; 
and in obedience to me, as well as the pleasure of 
coming up to me with a good grace, shewing them- 
selves in their address to others in my presence, 
and the like opportunities, they are all proficients 
that way ; and I had the happiness of being the 
other night where we made six couple, and every 
woman's partner a professed lover of mine. The 
wildest imagination cannot form to itself, on any 
occasion, higher delight than I acknowledge my- 
self to have been in all that evening. I chose out 
of my admirers a set of men who must love me, and 
gave them partners of such of my own sex who 
most envied me. 

" My way is, when any man who is my admirer 
pretends to give himself airs of merit, as at this time 
a certain gentleman you know did, to mortify him 
by favouring in his presence the most insignificant 
creature I can find. At this ball I was led into the 
company by pretty Mr. Fanfly,who, you know, is the 
most obsequious, well shapecL^ell bred woman*s 
man in the town. I at first eiittance declared him 
my partner if I danced at all ; which put the whole 
assembly into a grin, as forming no terrors from such 
a rival. But we had not been long in the rooni 
before I heard the meritorious gentleman above 
mentioned say with an oath, ' There is no raillery 
ill the thing, she certainly loves the puppy/ My 
gentleman, when we were dancing, took an occasion 
to be very soft in his ogling upon a lady h<^ danced 
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with, and whom he knew of all women I loved most 
to outshine. The contest begun who could plagti« 
the other Kiost. I, who do not care a farthing for 
him, had no hard task to outvex hkn. I made Fanfly, 
with a very little encouragement, cut capers coupte, 
and then sink with all the air and tenderness ima- 
ginable. When he performed this, I observed tho 
gentleman you know of fall into the same way, and 
imitate as well as he could the despised Fanfly. I 
'cannot well give you, who are so grave a country 
lady, the idea of the joy we have when we see it 
.stubborn heart breaking, or a man of sense turning 
fool for our sakes ; but this happened to our friend, 
and I expect his attendance whenever I go to 
church, to court, to the play, or the park, This i^ 
a sacri^ce due to us women of genius, who nttve the 
eloquence of beauty, an easy mien. I mean by an 
teasy mien, one which can be on occasion easily af- 
fected; for I must tell you, dear Jenny, I hold one 
maxim, Which is an uncommon one, to wit, that our 
greatest charms are owing to affectation. It is ta 
that our arms can lodge so quietly just over our 
hips, and the fan can play without any force or 
.motion but just of the wrist. It is to affectation we 
owe the pensive attention of Deidamia at a tragedy, 
the scornful approbation of Dulcimara at a comedy, 
and the lowly aspect of Lanquicelsa at a sermon. 

" To tell you th^lain truth, I know no pleasu/^ 
Tjut.in being admired, and have never yet failed of 
attaining the approbation of the man whose regard 
I had a mind to. You see all the men who make a 
figure in the world (as wise a look as they are 
pleased to put upon the matter) are moved by the 
same vanity as I am. What is there in ambition, 
but to make other people's wills depend upon 
your's? This indeed is not to be aimed at by one 
who has a genius no higher than to think of being 
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a very good house-wife hi a country gentleman^s 
family. The care of poultry and pigs are great 
enemies io the countenance; the vacant look of a 
fine lady is not lo be preserved, if she admits any 
thing to take up her thoughts but her own dear 
person. But I interrupt yov too long from your 
cares, and myself from my conquests. 
'' I am. Madam, 

" Your most humble i^ervant." 

' Give me leave, Mr. Spectator, to add her 
friend*^ answer to this epistle, who is a very dis- 
creet ingenious woman.* 

" DEAR GATTY, 

" I TAKE your raillery in very good part, 
and am obliged to you for the free air with which 
you speak of your own gaieties. But this is but si 
barren superficial pleasure; for, indeed, Gatty, we 
are made for man ; and in serious sadness I must 
tell you, whether you yourself know it or no, all 
these gallantries tend to no other end but to be a 
y^ife and a mother as fast as you can. 
^* I am. Madam, 
% " Your most obedient servant." 
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Jmmortdle odium, et nunquam savabVe vulmu : 
Indefui'or vulgo^ quod mtmina vicinorum 
Odit uierque locus ; quum solos credit Iwhendos 

Esse deoSj quos ipse coUit, 

Juv. Sat 15. 34. 

. , A grutch, time out of mind, begun, 

And mntaally beqneath'd from fiire to soti ; 
Religious spite and pious spleen bred first 
Ttie quarrel whicli so Ions; the bigots nnrst : 
Each calls the other's god a senseless stock : , 

His own divine. 

Tatb. 

• 

Of all the monstrous passions and opinions which 
have crept into the world, there is none so won- 
derful as that those, who profess the common name 
of Christians, should pursue each other with ran* 
cour and hatred for difFefrences in their way of fol- 
lowing the example of their Saviour. It seems st> 
natural that all who pursue the steps of any leader 
should form themselves after his manner, that it is 
impossible to account for effects so different from 
what we might expect from those who profess 
themselves followers of the highest pattern of 
meekness and charity, but by ascribing such ef- 
fects to the ambition and corruption of those who 
are so audacious, with souls full of fury, to serve 
at the altars of the God of Peace. 

The massacres to which the church of Rome has 
animated the ordinary people are dreadful instances 
of the truth of this observation ; and whoever reads 
the history of the Irish rebellion, and the cruelties 
which ensued thereupon, will be sufhciently con- 
vinced to 'what rage poor ignorants may be worked 
up by those who profess holiness, and become in- 
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cendiaries, and, ttHder the dispensation of gpPisiccy 
pro\iiote evils abhorrent to nature. 

The subject and catastrophe, which deserve so 
well to be remarked by the protestant world, will, 
I doubt not, be considered, by the reverend and 
learned prelate that preaches to-morrow before 
many of the descendants of those who perished on 
that lamentable day, in a manner suitable to the 
occasion, and worthy his own great virtue and 
eloquence. 

I shall not dwell upon it any further, but only 
transcribe out of a little tract, called the Christian 
Hero, published in 1701, what I find there in honour 
of the renowned hero, William III., who rescued 
that nation from the repetition of the same disas- 
ters. His late majesty, of glorious memory, and the 
most Christian king, are considered at the conclu- 
sion of that treatise as heads of the protestant and 
Homan-catholic world in the following manner. 

* There were not ever, before the entrance of the 
Christian name into the world, men who have main- 
tained a more renowned carriage, than the two great 
rivals who possess the full fame of the present age, 
and will be the theme and examination of the future. 
They are exactly formed by nature for those ends to 
which heaven seems to have sent them amongst us. 
Both animated with a restless desire of glory, but 
pursue it by different means, and with different 
motives. To one it consists in an extensive undis- 
puted empire over his subjects, to the other in 
their rational and voluntary obedience. One's hap-* 
piness is founded in their want of power, the other's 
in their want of desire to oppose him. The one 
enjoys the summit of fortune with the luxury of a 
Persian, the other with the moderation of a Spartan. 
One is made to oppress, the other to relieve the 
oppressed. The one is satisfied with the pomp 



108 SPECTATOR. N"* 6ie. 

aad ostentation of power to prefer and debase his 
inferiors ; the other delighted only with the cause 
and foundation of it to cherish and protect them. 
To one therefore religion is but a convenient dis- 
guise, to the other a vigorous motive of action. 

* For, without such ties of real and solid honour, 
there is no way of forming a monarch, but after 
the Machiavelian scheme, by which a prince must 
ever seem to have all virtues, but really be master 
of none ; he is to be liberal, merciful, and just, only 
as they serve his interests ; while, with the noble 
art of hypocrisy, empire would be to be extended, 
and new conquests be made by new devices, by 
which prompt address his creatures might insen- 
sibly give law in the business of life, by leading 
men in the entertainment of it. 
. ' Thus, when words and show are apt to pass 
for the substantial things they are only to express, 
there would need no.more to enslave a country but 
to adorn a court; for while every man's vanity 
makes him believe himself capable of becoming 
luxury, enjoyments are a ready bait for sufferings, 
and the hopes of preferment invitations to servi- 
tude ; which slavery would be coloured with all the 
agreements, as they call it, imaginable. The no- 
blest arts and artists, the finest pens and most ele- 
gi^nt minds, jointly employed to set it off with the 
various embellishments of sumptuous entertain- 
ments, charming assemblies, and polished dis- 
courses, and those apostate abilities of men, the 
adored monarch might profusely and skilfully en- 
courage, while they flatter his virtue, and gild his 
vice at so high a rate, that he, without scorn of the 
one, or love of the other, would alternately and occa- 
sionally use both ; so that his bounty should support 
him in his rapines, his mercy in his cruelties. 

' Nor is it to give things p, more severe look than 
U natural, to supposa such must be the consequences 
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of a priAcc'd having no other pursuit than that of 
his own glory ; for if we consider an infant born 
into the world, and beholding itself the mightiest 
thing in it, itself the present admiration and future 
prospect of a fawning people, who profess them- 
selves great or mean, according to the 6gure he is 
to make amongst them, what fancy would not ht 
debaoched to believe they were but what they pro- 
cessed tliemselves — his mere creaftires, and use 
them as such, by purchasing whh their lives -a 
lioundless renown, which he, for want of a more 
just prospect, would place in the number of his 
slaves, and the extent of his territories? Such un- 
doubtedly would be the tragical effects of a prince's 
'Kving with no religion, which are not to be surpassed 
but by bis having a false one. 

' If ambition were spirited with zeal, what would 
'follow, but that his people should be converted into 
an army, whose swords can make right in powei^ 
and solve controversy in belief? And if men should 
be stiff-necked to the doctrineof that visible church. 
Jet them be tontenied ^th an oar and a chain, in 
the midst of stripes and anguish, to contemplate on 
-Him whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light. 

' With a tyranny begun on his own subjects, and 
indignation that others draw their breath indepen- 
dent of his frown or smile, why should he not pro- 
ceed to the seizure of the world ? And if nothing 
but the thirst of sway were the motive of hi^ actions, 
why should treaties be other than mere words, or 
solemn national compact^ be any thing but an halt 
in the march of that army, who are never to lay 
down their arms until! all men are reduced to the 
necessity of hanging their lives on his wayward 
will ; who might supinely, and at leisure, expiate 
his own sins, by other men's sufferings, while he 
daily meditates new slaughter and conquests? 
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* For mere man^ when giddy with unhridled 
power, is an insatiate idol, not to be appeased with 
myriads offered to his pride, which may be puffed 
up by the adulation of a base and prostrate world 
into an opinion that he is something more than 
human, by being something less : and, alas, what 
is there that mortal man will not believe of himself, 
when complimented with the attributes of God? 
He can then conceive thoughts of a power as omni- 
present as his. But, should there be such a foe of 
mankind now upon earth, have our sins so far pro- 
voked Heaven, that we are left utterly naked to his 
fury? Is there no power, no leader, no genius, that 
can conduct and animate us to our death, or to our 
defence ? Yes ; our great God never gave one to 
reign by his permission, but he gave to another also 
to reign by his grace. 

< All the circumstances of the illustrious life of 
our prince seem to.have conspired to make him the 
check and bridle of tyranny ; for his mind has been 
strengthened and confirmed by one continued 
struggle, and Heaven has educated him by adversity 
to a quick sense of the distresses and miseries of 
mankind, which he was bom to redress. In just 
scorn of the trivial glories and light ostentations of 
power, that glorious instrument of Providence, 
moves, like that, in a steady, calm, and silent 
course, independent either of applause or calumny ; 
which renders him, if not in a political, yet in a 
moral, a philosophic, an heroic, and a Christian 
sense, an absolute monarch : who satisfied with this 
unchangeable, just, and ample glory, must needs 
turn all his regards from .himself to the service of 
others ; for he begins his enterprises with his own 
share in the success of them ; for integrity bears 
in itself its reward, nor can that which depends not 
on event ever kiiow disappointment. 
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* With the undoubted character of a glorious cap- 
tain, and (what he much more values than the most 
splendid titles) that of a sincere and honest man, 
he is the hope and stay of Europe, an universal 
good ; not to be engrossed by us only, for distant 
potentates implore his friendship, and injured em- 
pires court his assistance. He rules the world, not 
by an invasion of the people of the earth, but the 
address of its princes ; and, if that world should be 
again roused from the repose which his prevailing 
arms had given it, why should we not hope that 
there is an Almighty, by whose influence the terri- 
ble enemy that thinks himself prepared for battle 
may find he is but ripe for destruction ? — and that 
there may be in the womb of time great incidents, 
wh^ch may make the catastrophe of a prosperous 
life as unfortunate as the particular scenes of it 
were successful? — for there does not want a skilful 
eye and resolute arm to observe and grasp the oc- 
casion. A prince, who from— 

« ^ Put/ lUmn et tngens 

Gloria ^" 

ViRO. ^n. ii. 325. 

'<Troy Is no more^ and Ilium was a town." 

Dbtoen. 

T. 
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N^ 617. THURSDAY, OCT. 23, 1712. 
Heupietaa! heu priscafldetf' 



ViBG. ^D. vi. 878i 

Mirror of ancient faith ! 
Undaunted worth! Inviolable truth! 

PRYiyEN. 

We last night received a piece of ill news at our 
club, which very sensibly afflicted every one of 
.us. I question not but my readers themselves will be 
troubled at the hearing of it. To keep them no 
longer in suspense, Sir Roger de Cover ley is dead ! 
He departed this life at his house in the country,^ 
after a few weeks' sickness Sir Andrew Freeport 
has a letter from one of his correspondents in those 
parts, that informs him the old man caught a cold at 
-the county-sessions, as he was very warmly pro-; 
moting an address^f his own penning, in which he 
Succeeded according to his wishes, fiut this par- 
ticular comes from. a whig justice of peace, who 
was always Sir Roger's enemy and antagonist. I 
have letters beth from thet chaplain and Captam 
Sentry, which mention nothing of it, but are tilled 
with many particulars to the honour of the good 
Old^ man. I have likewise a letter from the butler, 
who took so much care of me last summer when I 
was at the knight's house. As my friend the but- 
ler mentions, in the simplicity of his heart, several 
circumstances the others have passed over in si- 
lence, I shall give my reader a copy of his letter, 
without any alteration ot dimunition* 

^ J^ONOUREl) SIR, 

* Knqwing that yott was my old master's 
good friend^ I could not forbear sending you the 
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melancholy news of his death, which has afflicted 
the whole country, as well as his poor servants^ 
who loved him, I may say, hetter than we did our 
lives. I am afraid he caught his death the last 
county-sessions, where he would go to see justice, 
done to a poor widow woman, and her fatherless 
children, that had heen wronged by a neighbouring 
gentleman; for you know, sir, my good master, 
was always the poor man's friend. Upon his coming 
home, the first complaint he made was, that he had 
lost his roast-beef stomach, not being able to touch 
a sirloin, which was served up according to custom i 
and you know he used to take great delight in it. 
From that time forward he grew worse and worse, 
but still kept a good heart to the last. Indeed we 
Were once in great hope of his recovery, upon a 
kind message that was sent him from the widow 
lady whom he had made love to the forty last years 
of his life ; but this only proved a lightning before 
death. He has bequeathed to this lady, as a token 
of his love, a great pearl necklace, and a couple of 
silver bracelets set with jewels, which belonged to 
my good old lady his mother. He has bequeathed 
the line white gelding that he used to ride a hunting 
upon to.his chaplain, because he thought he would 
be kind to him ; and has left>you all his books. He 
has, moreover, bequeathed to the chaplain a very 
pretty tenement with good lands about it. It being 
a very cold day when he made his will, he left for 
mourning to every man in the parish a great frize- 
coat, and to every woman a blaek riding-hood. It 
was a moving sight to see him take leave of his 
poor servants, commending us all for our fideiityr 
whilst we were not able to speak a word for weep- 
ing. As We most of us are grown grey-headed in 
our dear master's service, he has left us pensions 
and legacies, which we may live very comfortably 
VOL. xiv. q 
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.ivr too little for the naked eye to discover. On the 
oilier handy if we look into the more bulky parts 
of nature, we see the seas, lakes, and rivers, teem- 
in;; with numfoeriess kinds of living creatures. We 
iiiid every mountain and marsh, wilderness and 
u <>(^ plentifully stocked with birds and beasts; 
atu) every part of matter alBfording proper necessa- 
ries and conveniences for the livelihood of multi- 
t'ulos which inhabit it. 

'I'he author* of the Plurality of Worlds draws a 
very good argument from this consideration for the 
peopling of every planet; as indeed it seems very 
probable, from the analogy of reason, that if no part 
vif matter which we are acquainted with, lies waste 
and useless, those great bodies, which are at such 
^d distance from us, should not be desert and un- 
peopled, but rather that they should be furnished 
rith beings adapted to their respective situations. 
Existence is a blessing to those beings only which 
endowed with perception ; and is in a manner 
mn away upon dead matter, any further than as 
subservient to beings which are conscious of 
jr existence. Accordingly, we find, from the 
lies which lie under out observation, that matter 
ly made as the basis and support of animals, 
that there is no more of the one than what is 
issary for the existence of the other, 
^nite goodness is of so communicative a na- 
lat it seems to delight in the conferring of 
le upon every degree of perceptive being, 
is a speculation which I have often pursued 
reat pleasure to myself, I shall enlarge fur^ 
jpon it, by considering that part of the scale 
lings which comes within our knowledge. 



e/ 



* Fontenellc—Thifl Book was publiAhedia UdS, and is 
)unded on the chimerical Vortices of Descartes. 
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upon the remaining part of our days. He has be- 

(|ue«thed a great deal more in charity, which is not ' 

jtt come to my knowledge : and it is peremptorily 

■aid in the parish th"* l"* h"" 'eft mnnpv tn tinilH 

a steeple to the c 

some time ago, t1 

Coverley church i 

chaplun tells eve: 

end, and nerer s| 
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his lather Sir Artt 

of his tenants, ai 

quorum. The w 

with heavy hearl 

the men in friic. 

Captain Sentry, ; 

possession of the 

When my old ms 

death, he shook ! 

.joy of the estate 

htm only to mak< 

several legacies, : 

told him he had 1 

The captain trulj 

he says but little. 

my master loved, 

old house-dog, th 

80 fond of. It 1 

have heard the n 

the day of my ma. 

himself since ; ni: 

melancholies t da 

happened in Won 



' P.S. My master desired, some weeks before 
he died, that a book, wbkh comes up to jrou by 
the carrier, should be given to Sir Andrew Freeport 
io his name.' 

This letter, notwithstanding the poor butler's 
manner of writing it, gave os snch an idea of our 
good old ii-iend, that npon the reading of it there i 

was not a dry eye in the clnb. Sir Andrew, open- 1 

ing the book, found it to be a collection of acts of | 

parliament. There was in particular the Act of , 

Uniformity, with some passages in it marked by Sir f 

Roger's own hand. Sir Andrew found that they | 

related to two or three passages which he had dis- 
puted with Sir Roger, ttie last time be appeared at 
tjieclub. SirAndrew, who would have been merry 
at such an incident on another occasion, at the 
sight of the old man's writing burst into tears, and 
put the book in his pocket. Captun Sentry n- 
ibrms me tiiat the knight has left rings and Boua- 
iog for every one in the clnb. O. 
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N» 618. FRIDAY, OCT. 24, 171*. 



■Viserum eat aliorum incumberefama 



Ne coUmpia ruant aubdrndU teeta cotumnis. 

' Jot. Sat* yiii. 7&. 

^Tis poor relyin)^ on another's fame ; 
For, take the pillars but away, and all 
The superstructure must in ruins fall. 

Stefnet. 

This being a day of business with me, I must 
make the present entertainment like a treat at an 
house-warming, out of such presents as have been 
sent me by my guests. The first dish which I serve 
up is a letter come fresh to my hand» 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* It is with inexpressible sorrow that I 
hear of the death of good Sir Roger, and do heartily 
condole with you upon so melancholy an occasion. 
I think you ought to have blackened the edges of 
a paper which brought us so i(| news, and to 
have had it stamped likewise in blac^. It is ex- 
pected of you that you should write his epitaph, 
and, if possible, fill his place in the club with as 
worthy and diverting a member. I question not 
but you will receive many recommendations from 
the public of such as will appear candidates for 
that post. 

' Since I am talking of death, and have men- 
tioned an epitaph, I must tell you, sir, that I have 
made discovery of a church-yard in which I believe 
you might spend an afternoon with great pleasure, 
to yourself and to the public. It belongs to the 
church of SteboD-Heath, commonly called Stepney> 
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Whether or no it be that the people of that parish 
have a particular genius for an epitaph, or that there 
be some poet among them who undertakes that work 
by the great, I cannot tell ; but there are more re- 
markable inscriptions in that place than in any 
other I have met with; and I may say, without 
vanity, that there is not a gentleman in England 
better read in tomb-stones than myself, my studies 
having laid very much in church-yards. I shall 
beg leave to send you a couple of epitaphs, for a 
sample of those I have just now mentioned. They 
are written in a different manner ; the first being 
in the diffused and luxuriant, the second in the 
close contracted style* The first has much of the 
simple and pathetic ; the second is something light^ 
but nervous. The first is thus : 

'< Here Thomas Sapper lies interr'd. Ah why 1 
Bom in New England, did in London die ; 
Was the third son of eight, begot upon 
His mother Martha, by his father John, 
Mnch favoured by his prince he 'gan to be, 
But nipt by death at th' age of twenty-tliree. 
Fatal to him was that we small-pox name, 
By which his mother and two brethren came 
Also to breathe their last, nine years before. 
And now have left their father to deplore 
The loss, of all his. children, with bis wife, 
Who was the joy and comfort of his life." 

* The second is as follows : 

« Here lies the body of Daniel Saul, 
Spitalfields weaver, and that s aU. 

« I will not dismiss you, whilst I am upon t|iis sub- 
ject, without sending a short epitaph which I once 
met with, though I cannot possibly recollect the 
place. The thought of it is senous, and in my 
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opinion the finest that I ever met with upon this 
occasion. You know, sir, it is usual, after having 
told us the name of the person who lies interred, 
to launch out into his praises. This epitaph takes 
a quite contrary turn, having been made by the 
person himself some time before his death. 

'' Hie jacet R. C. in expectatione diei supremi* 
Qualis erat dies iste indicabit/' 

*' Here lieth R. C. in expectation of the last day. 
What sort of a man he was that day will discover." 

* I am. Sir, &c.' 

The following letter is dated from Cambridge. 

* SIR, 

* Having lately read among your specu- 
lations an essay upon physiognomy, I cannot but 
think that, if you made a visit to this ancient uni- 
versity, you might receive very considerable lights 
upon that subject, there being scarce a young fellow 
in it who does not give certain indications of his 
particular humour and disposition, conformable to 
the rules of that art. In courts and cities every 
body lays a constraint upon his countenance, and 
endeavours to look like the rest of the world ; but 
the youth of this place, having not yet formed them- 
selves by conversation, and the knowledge of the 
world, give their limbs and features their full play^ 
' As you have considered human nature in all its 
lights, you must be extremely well apprised, that 
there is a very close correspondence between the 
outward and the inward man ; that scarce the least 
dawning, the least parturiency towards a thought 
can be stirring in the mind of man, without produc- 
ing a suitable revolution in his exteriors, which will 
easily discover itself to an adept in the theory of the 
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phiz. Hence it is that the intriusic worth and merit 
of a son ofAlma Mater is ordinarily calculated from 
the cast of his visage, the contour of his person, 
the mechanism of his dress, the disposition of his 
limbs, the manner of his gait and air, with a num-* 
her of circumstances of equal consequence and in-* 
formation. The practitioners in this art often make 
use of a gentleman*s eyes to give them light into 
the posture of his brains ; take a handle from his 
nose to judge of the size of his intellects; and in* 
terpret the overmuch visibility and pertness of one 
ear as an infallible mark of reprobation, and a tsign 
the owner of so saucy a member fears neither God 
nor roan. In conformity to this scheme, a contracted 
brow, a lumpish downcast look, a sober sedate pace, 
with both hands dangling quiet and steady in lines 
exactly parallel to each lateral pocket of his galli- 
gaskins, is logic, metaphysics, and mathematics, 
in perfection. So likewise the belles lettres are 
typified by a saunter in the gait, a fall of one wing 
of the peruke backward, an insertion of one hand 
in the fob, and a negligent swing of the other^ with 
a pinch of right fine Barcelona between finger and 
thumb, a due quantity of the same upon the upper 
lip, and a noddle*case loaden with pulvil. Again, 
a grave solemn stalking pace is heroic poetry, and 
politic^; an unequal one, a genius for the ode, and 
the modern ballad ; and an open breast, with an 
audacious display of the Holland shirt, is construed 
a fatal tendency to the art military, 

' I might be much larger upon these hints, but 
I know whom I write to. If you can graft any spe- 
culation upon them» or turn them to the advantage 
of the persons concerned in them, you will do a 
ivork very becoming the British' Spectator, and 
oblige, 

* Your very humble servant, 

' TOM TWEER.' 
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* I curb myself* and will not tell you that this 
kiudness cut my heart in twain, when I expected an. 
accusation for some passionate starts of mine, in 
some parts of our time together, to say nothing but 
thank me for the good, if there was any good suit- 
able to her own excellence ! All that I had ever said 
to her, all the circumstances of sorrow and joy be- 
tween us, crowded upon my mind in the same in- 
stant : and when, immediately after, I saw the pangs 
of death come upon that dear body which I had 
often embraced with transport ; when I saw those 
cherishing eyes begin to be ghastly, and their last 
struggle to be to fix themselves on me, how did I 
lose all patience ! She expired in my arms, and in 
my distraction I thought I saw her bosom still heave. 
There was certainly life yet still left, I cried, she 
just now spoke to me. But, alas ! I grew giddy, 
and all things moved about me, from the distemper 
of my own head ; for the best of women was breath- 
less and gone for ever. 

^ Now the doctrine I would, methinks, have you 
raise from this account I have given you, is, that, 
there is a certain equananimity in those who are good 
and just, which runs in their very sorrow, and dis- 
appoints the force of it« Though they must pass 
through afflictions in common with all who are ii^ 
human nature, yet their conscious integrity shall un- 
dermine their affliction; nay, that very affliction 
sliali add force to their integrity, from a reflection of. 
the use of virtue in the hour of affliction. I sat down 
with a design to put you upon giving us rules how to 
overcome such griefs as these, but I should rather 
advise you to teach men to be capable of them. 

* You men of letters have what you call the fine 
taste in your apprehensions of what is properly done 
or said. There is something like this deeply grafted 
in the soul of him who is honest and faithful in all 



Ji^ 620, SPECTATOR, ^P^ 

his thoughts and actions. Every thing which is false, 
yicious, or unworthy, is despicable to him, though 
all the )yorld should approve it. At the same time 
he has the most living sensibility in all enjoyments 
and sufferings which it is proper for him to have 
where any duty of life is concerned. To want sor- 
row when you in decency and truth should be af- 
flictedy is, I should think, a greater instance of a 
man's being a blockhead thai| not to know the 
beauty of any passage in Virgil. You have not yet 
observed, Mr. Spectator, that the fine gentlemen of 
this age set up for hardness of heart ; and humanity 
lias very little share in their pretences. He is a 
brave fellow who is always readv to kill a pnan he 
hates, but he does not stan4 in the same degree of 
esteem who laments for the woman he loves. I 
should fancy you might work up a thousand pretty 
thoughts, by reflecting upon the persons most 
susceptible of the sort of sorrow I have spoken of; 
and I dare say you will find upon examination that 
they are the wisest and the bravest of mankin4 
who are the most capable of it. 

Norwich, * I am Sir, 

7* Octobris, * Your humble servant. 
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N*'521. TUESDAY, OCT. 28, 1712, 



Vera tedii fades, diesinmlata petit. 

P Akb. 

The real face returns, the counterfeit is lost. 
• MR, SPECTATOR, 

* I HAVE b^en for many years loud in this. 
assertion, tliat there are very few that can see or 
hear ; I mean, that can report what they have seen 
or heard: and this through incapacity or prejudice, 
one of which disables alm.ost every man who talks 
to you from representing things as he ought. For 
which reason 1 am come to a resolution of believ- 
h)g nothing I hear; and I contemn the man given to 
narrations under the appellation of " a matter-of- 
fact man :" and, according to me, a matter-of-fact 
man is one whose liTe and conversation is spent in 
the report of what is not matter of fact. 

' I remember when prince Eugene was liere, there 
was no knowing his height of figure, until you, Mn 
Spectator, gave the public satisfaction in that mat- 
ter. In relations the force of the expression lies very 
often more in the look, the tone of voice, or the ges- 
ture, than the words themselves; which, being re- 
peated in any other manner by the undiscerning, 
bear a very different interpretation from their origi- 
nal meaning. I must confess I formerly have 
turned this humour of mine to very good account; 
for whenever I heard any narration uttered with ex- 
traordinary vehemence, and gr6unded upon cousi- 
<ierable authority, I was always ready to lay ziiy 
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wager tbat it was not so. Indeed I never pretended 
to be so rash as to fix the matter any particular way 
in opposition lo theirs ; but as there arc a hundred 
ways of any thing happening, besides that it has 
happened, I only controverted its faUing out in that 
one manner as they settled it, and left it to the ninety- 
nine other ways, and consequently had more proba- 
bility of success. I had arrived at a particular skill 
in warming a man so far in his narrations as to make 
him throw in a little of the marvellous, and then, if 
he has much fire, the next degree is the impossible. 
Now this is always the time for fixing the wager. 
But this requires the nicest management, otherwise 
very probably the dispute may arise to the old deter- 
mination by battle. In these conceits I have been 
very fortunate, and have won some wagers of those 
who have professedly valued themselves upon in- 
telligence, and put themselves to the great charge 
and expense to be misinformed considerably sooner 
than the rest of the world. 

' Having got a comfortable sum by this my opposi- 
tion to public report, I have brought myself now to 
so great u perfection in inattention, more especially. 
lo party-relation, that, at the same time I seem with 
greedy ears to devour up thediscourse, 1 certainly do 
uot know one word of it, but pursue my own course 
of thought, whetlier upon business or amusement, 
with much tranquillity ; 1 say inattention, because a 
late act of parliament* has secured all party-liars 
from the penalty of a wager, and consequently made 
it unprofitable to attend to them. However, good- 
breeding obliges a man to maintain the figure of the 
keenest attention, the true posture of which in a 

• Stat. 7 Anne. cap. 17.— By it all wagers laid.upon a 
contingency relating to the war with Fran<^were declarett 
to be void. 
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cofrce4K)use I take to consist in leaning over a table 
witb the e6ge of it pressing hard upon your stomach : 
for the more pain the narration is received with, the 
more gracious is your bending over; besides th^t 
the narrator thinks you forget your pain by the 
pleasure of hearing him. 

• Fort Knock has occasioned several very per- 
plexed and inelegant heats and animosities ; and 
there was one the other day, in a coffee-house where 
•I' was, that took upon him to clear that business to 
me, for he said he was there. I knew him to be 
that sort of man that had not strength of capacity 
to be informed of any thing that depended merely 
upon his being an eycrwitness, and therefore was 
fully satisfied he could give me no information, for 
the very sskme reason he believed he could, for he 
was there. However, I heard him with the same 
greediness as Shakespeare describes in the following 
lines: ' * ^ , ^, 

''I saw a smith itand on his hammer, tfaus, 
jVith open mouth, sjyallowiog a taylor's news.'' 

f I conless'of late I have not been so much amaxed 
at the declaimers in coffee-houses as.l formerly was, 
being satisfied that they expect to be rewarded for 
their vociferations. Of these liars there are two sorts : 
the genius of the first consists in much impudence, 
and a strong memory ; the others have added to 
these qualifications a good understanding and 
smooth langpa^e. ' These therefore have only cer- 
tain heads, which they are as eloquent upon as they 
can, and may be called f embellishers ;'' the others 
repeat only what they hear from others a» literall j 
as their parts or zeal will permit, and are called "re* 
citers." Here was a fellow in towp spme years ago, 
who used to divert hiniself by tellinga lie at Charing. 
cross in the morning at eight of the clock, and 
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following it through all parts of the town until eight 
at night; at which time he came to a club of his 
-friends, and diverted them with an account what 
censure it had at Will's in Co vent-Garden, how dan- 
gerous it was believed to be at Child's, and what in^ 
ference they drew from it with relation to stocks at 
Jonathan's. I have liad the honour to travel with 
this gentleman I speak of in search of one of his 
fhlsehoods; and have been present when they have 
described the very man they have spoken to, as 
him who first reported it, tall or short, black or 
fair, a gentleman or a Kigamuflin, according as they 
liked the intelligence. I have Iieard one of our in- 
genious writers of news say, that, when he has had 
a customer with-an advertisement of an apprentice 
or a wife run away, he has desired the advertiser to 
compose himself a little before he dictated the de- 
scription of the offender: for when a person is put 
iu a public paper by a man who is angry with him, 
the real description of such person is hid in the 
deformity with which the angry man describes 
him; therefore this fellow always made his cus* 
tomcrs describe him as he would the day before 
he offeaded, or else he was sure he would never 
iind him out. These and many other hints I 
could suggest to you for the elucidation oi aU 
Actions; but I leave it to your own sagacity ta 
improve or neglect this speculation. 

•I am. Sir, 

* Your most obedient, 
f , ^humble Servant/ 
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N° $22. WEDNESDAY, OCT. 29, 1712. 



AHjuro nunquam earn me desertui^m ; 

JVofi, St capiuudos mihi sciam esse iuimicM omms homines. 
JIanc mihi expetiviy cnniigity conceniurt mores: valeant^ 
Qui int(sr uos disddium volunt: hunc nisi mors^ nn adimU 
nemo. 

T£R. Andr. Act. iv. Sc. 9. 

I swear never to forsake her; no, though I were sare to 
make all men my enemies. Her I desired ; her I have 
obtained; our humours agree. Perish all those who 
would separate us! Death alone shall deprive me of 
her. 

J SHOULD esteem myself a very happ^ man if my 
speculation could in tfre least contribute to the rec- 
tifying the conduct of n^y readers in one of the most 
impoftaht ailairs of life, to wit, their choice in mar- 
riage. This state is the foundation of community^ 
and the chief band of society ; and I do not thiiik I 
can be too frequent on subjects which may give light 
to my unmarried readers in a particular which 19 so 
essential to their follpyving happiness or misery. A 
virtuous disposition, a good understanding, ao 
agreeable person, and an easy fortune, are the things 
which should be chiefly regarded on this ooeasion. 
because my present view is to direct a young lady> 
who I think is now in^ doubt whom to take of many 
lovers, I shall talk at this time to my female readers. 
The advantages, as I was going to say, of sense, 
beauty, and riches, are what are certainly the chief 
motives to a prudent young woman of fortune for 
changing her condition; but, as she is to have her 
eye upon each of these, she is to ask. herself, whe- 
ther the man who has most of these recommenda^ 
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tions in the lump is not the most desirable. He ihsit 
has excellent talents, with a moderate estate, and |n 
agreeable person, is preferable to him who is only 
rich, if it were only that good faculties may purchase 
riches^ but riches cannot purchase worthy endow- 
ments. I do not mean that wit, and a capacity 1o 
entertain, is what should be highly valued, except 
it is founded on good nature and humanity. There 
are many ingenious men, whose abilities do little 
else but make themselves and those about them 
uneasy. Such are those who are far gone in the 
pleasures of the town, who cannot support life with- 
out quick sensations and gay reflections, and are 
strangers to tranquillity, to right reason, and a calm 
motion of spirits, without transport or dejection. 
'J hese ingenious men, of all men living, are most to 
be avoided by her who would be happy in a hus- 
band. They are immediately sated with posses- 
sion, and must necessarily fly to new acquisitions of 
beauty to pass away the wiling moments and inter- 
vals of life; for with them every hour is heavy that 
is not joyful. But there is a sort of man of wit and 
sense, that can reflect upon his own make, and that 
of his partner, with eyes of reason and honour, and 
who believes he ofiends against both these, if he 
does not look upon the woman who chose him to 
be under his protection lu sickness and health with 
the utmost gratitude, whether from that moment 
she is shining or defective in person or mind : I say, 
there are those who think themselves bound to sup- 
ply with good-nature the failings of those who love 
them, and who always think those the dbjects of 
love and pity who came to their arms the objects 
of love and admiration. 

Of this latter sort is Lysander, a man of wit, 
learning, sobriety, and good>uature; of birih and 
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estate below no woman to accept; and of wfaom it 
might be said, should he succeed in brs present 
ivishcs, his mistress raised his fortune, but not that 
she made it. When a woman is dehberating with her- 
self whom she shall choose of many near each other 
in other pretensions, certainly he of best understand- 
ing is to be preferred. Life hangs heavily in the 
repeated conversation of one who has no imagina- 
tion to be fired at the several occasions and objects 
which come before him, or who cannot strikeout of 
his rejections new paths of pleasing discourse. Ho- 
nest Will Thrush and his wife, though not married 
above four months, have scarce had a word to say 
to each other this six weeks; and one cannot form 
to one*s self a sillier picture than these two creatures, 
in solemn pomp and plenty unable to enjoy their 
ibrtunes, and at a full stop among a crowd of ser- 
vants, to whose taste of life they are beholden for 
the little satisfactions by which they can be under- 
stood to be so much as barely in being. The houYs 
of the day, the distinctions of noon and night, dinner 
and supper, arc the greatest notices they are capable 
of. This is perhaps representing the life of a very 
modest woman, joined to a dull fellow, more injsipid 
than it really deserves; but I am sure it is not to 
exalt the commerce with au ingenious companion 
too high, to say that every new accident or object, 
which comes in such a gentleman's way, gives his 
wife new pleasures and satisfactions. The appro- 
bation of his words and actions is a continued new 
feast to her; nor can she enough applaud her good 
fortune in having her life varied every hour, her 
mind more improved, and her heart more glad, from 
every circumstance which they meet with. He will 
lay out his invention in forming new pleasures and 
amusements, and make the (ostm.t she liad broagbt 
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him subservient to the honour and reputation of her 
and hers. A man of sense, who is thus obliged, is 
ever contriving the happiness of her who did him so 
great a distinction; while the fool is ungrateful 
without vice, and never returns a favour becauise he 
is not sensible of it. I would, methinks, have so 
much to say for myself, that, if I fell into the bands 
of him wbo treated me ill, he sbouid be sensible 
when he did so. His conscience should be of my 
side, whatever became of his inclination. I do not 
know bnt it is the insipid choice which has been 
made by those who have the care of young women* 
that the marriage state itself has been liable to so 
much ridicule. But a well-chosen love, moved by- 
passion on both sides, and perfected by the genero- 
sity of one party, most be adorned with so many 
handsome incidents on the other side, that every 
particular couple would be an example in many cir- 
cumstances to all the rest of the species. I shall 
end the chat upon this subject with a couple of 
letters; one from a lover, who is very well ac- 
quainted with the way. of bargaining on these occa- 
sions; and the other from his rival, who has a less 
estate, but great gallantry of temper. As to my 
man of prudence, he makes love, as he says, as if 
he were already a father, and, laying aside the pas- 
sion, comes to the reason of the thing. 

* MADAM, 

* Mt counsel has perused the inventory of 
your estate, and considered what estate you have, 
which it seems is only yours, and to the male-heirs 
of your body ; but, in default of such issue, to the 
right heirs of your uncle Edward for ever. Thus, 
madam, I am advised you cannot (the remainder not ' 
being in you) dock the entail ; by which means my 
estate, which is fee simple, will come by the settle- 
-VOL. VII.- u 
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mcnt proposed to your children begotten by fine 
whether they are males or females: but my childrea 
begotten upon you will not inherit your lands, ex- 
cept I beget a son. Now, madam, since things are 
so^ you are a woman of that prudence, and under- 
stand the world so well, as not to expect I should 
give you more than you can give me, 
' I am, Madam, 

* (with great respect) 
' Your most obedient servant, 

' T. w/ 

'the other lover's estate is less than this gentle- 
man's, but he expressed himself as follows: 

* MADAM, 

I HAVE given in my estate to your counsel, 
and desired my own lawyer to insist upon no terms 
which your friends can propose for your certain ease 
and advantage; for indeed I have no notion of 
^ making difficulties of presenting you with what can- 
not make me happy without you. 

' I am. Madam, 

* Your most devoted humble servant, 

• B. T/ 

You must know the relations have met upon this ^ 
and the girl, being mightily taken with the latter 
epistle, she is laughed at, and uncle Edward is to be 
dealt with to make her a suitable match to the wor- 
thy gentleman who has told her he does not care a 
farthing for her. All I hope for is, that the fair lady 
^ will make use of the first light night to shew B. T. 

L she understands a marriage is not to be considered 

j as a common bargain. T. 
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N- 523. THURSDAY, OCT. 30, 1712. 



'NftMC OHgUP ApottOf 



Ntmc Lffeia mniet^ mmc H Jwewmiut^ ipto 
IiUerpre$ dwumfert harridajusta per omtcs. 

SciUcet is superis labor 

Viuo. JEn, iv. S76. 

Now Lydan lots, anil now the Delian god. 
New Hennes is employed from Joye's abode, 
To warn him hence, as if the peaceful state 
Of heavenly powers were touch'd with hamao fate ! 

Datdbn. 

I AM always highly delighted with the discovery of 
any rising genius among my countrymen. For this 
reason I have read over, with great pleasure, the 
late miscellany published by Mr. Pope, in which 
there are many excellent compositions of that inge* 
nious gentleman.- I have had a pleasure of the 
same kind in perusing a poem that is just published 
On the Prospect of Peace :* and which, I hope, will 
meet with such a reward firpm its patrons as so no- 
ble a performance deserves. I was particuhirly well 
pleased to find that the author had not amused 
himself with fiibles out of the pagan theology, and 
that when he hints at any thing of this nature he 
alludes to it only as to a fable. 

Many of our modem authors, whose learning very 
often extends no further thanOvid'sMatamorphoses, 
do not know how to celebrate a great man, without 
mixing a parcel of school-boy tales with the recital 
of his actions. If you read a poem on a fine woman 
among the authors of this class, you shall see that 
It turns more upon Venus or Helen than on the party 

* By Mr. Thomas Tickel. 
U2 
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concerned. I have knoiw^n a copy of yerses on a 
great hero highly commended : but, upon asking to 
hear some of the beautiful passages, the admirer 
of it has repeated to ne a speech of Apollo, or a 
description of Polypheme. At other times, when I 
have searched for the actions of a great man, who 
gave a subject to the writer, I have been entertained 
with the exploits of a river god, or have been 
forced to attend a Fury in her mischievous progress, 
from one end of the poem to the other. When yve 
are at school it is necessary for ns to be acquainted 
with the system of pagan theology; and we may be 
allowed to enliven a theme, or point an epigram, 
with an heathen god ; but when we could write a 
manly panegyric that should carry in it all the 
colours of truth, nothing can be more ridicolons 
than to have recourse to our Jupiters and Junos. 
. No thought is beautiful that is not just; and no 
thought can be just which is not founded in truth, 
or at least in that which passes for snch. 

In mock heroic poems the use of the heathen my- 
thology is not only excuseable, but graceful, because 
it is the design of such compositions to divert by 
adapting the fabulous machines of the ancients to 
]ow subjects, and at the same time by ridiculing 
such kinds of machinery in modern writers. If any 
are of opinion that there is a necessity of admitting 
these classical legends into our serious composi- 
tions, in order to give them a more poetical turn, T 
.would recommend to their consideration the pasto- 
rals of Mr. Phillips. One would have thought it 
impossible for this kind of poetry to hare subsisted 
without fawns and satyrs, wood-nymphs, and water- 
nymphs, with all the tribe of rural deities. But we 
see be has given anew life and a more natural 
beaut}^ to this way of writing, by substituting in the 
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place of these antiquated fables the superstitious 
mythology which prevails among the shepherds of 
our own country. 

Virgil and Homer might compliment their heroes, 
by interweaving the actions of deities with their 
achievments; but for a Christian author to write in 
the pagan creed, to make Prince Eugene a favourite 
of Mars, or to carry on a correspondence between 
Bellona and the Marshal de Villars, would be down- 
right puerility, and unpardonable in a poet that is 
past sixteen. It is want of sufficient elevation in a 
genius fo describe realities, and place them in a 
shining light, that makes him have recourse to 
such trifling antiquated fables; as a man may write 
a fine description of Bacchus or Apollo that does 
not know how to draw the character ot any of his 
contemporaries. 

In order therefore to put a stop to this absurd 
practice, I shall publish the. following edict, by vir- 
tue of that spectatorial authority with which I stand 
invested. 

* Whereas the time of a genera] peace is, in all 
appearance, drawing near, being informed that 
there are several ingenious persons who intend to 
shew their talents on so happy an occasion ; and 
being willing, as much as in me lies, to prevent that 
effusion of nonsense which we have good cause to - 
apprehend ; I do hereby strictly require every per- 
son who shall write on this subject, to remember < 
that he is a Christian, and not to sacrifice his cate- 
chism to his poetry. In order to it, I do expect of 
him in the first place to make his own' poem, with- 
out depending upon Phcebus for any part of it. or 
calling out for aid upon any one of the Muses by 
name. I do likewise positively forbid the scndiu;; 
of Mercury with any particular message or dispatch 

U3 
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relating to the peace, and shall by no means suffer 
Minerva to take upon her the shape of any plenipo- 
tentiary concerned in this great work. I do further 
declare, that I shall not allow the Destinies to have 
had a hand in the deaths of the several thousands 
who have been slain in the late war, being of opinioD 
that all such deaths may be very well accounted for 
by the Christian system of powder and ball. I do 
therefore strictly forbid the Fates to cut the thread 
pf man's life upon any pretence whatsoever, unless 
it be for the sake of the rhyme. And whereas f 
have good reason to fear that Neptune will have a 
great deal of business on his hands, in several poems 
which we may now suppose are upon the anvil, I 
do also prohibit his appearance, unless it be done in 
metaphor, simile, or any very short allusion ; and 
that even here he be not permitted to enter but with 
great caution and circumspection. I desire that the 
same rule may be extended to his whole fraternity of 
heathen gods ; it being my design to condemn every 
poem to the flames in which Jupiter thunders, or 
exercises any other act of authority which does not 
belong to him ; in short, I expect that no pagan 
agent shall be introduced, or any fact related, 
which a man cannot give credit to with a good con-' 
^cience. Provided always, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
several of the female poets in this nation, who 
shall be still left in full possession of their gods 
and goddesses, in the same manner as if this paper 
had never been written. 

O. 
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W 624. FRIDAY, OCT. 31, 1712. 



Sen. 
Ab the world leads, we follow. 

When I first of all took it into my head to write 
dreams and visions, I determined to print nothing 
of that nature which was n6t of my own invention. 
But several laborious dreamers have of late com- 
municated to me works of this nature, which, for 
their reputations and my own, I have hitherto sup- 
pressed. Had I printed every on^ that came to my 
hands, my book of speculations would have been 
little else but a book of visions. Some of my cor* 
respondents have indeed been so very modest as 
to offer an excuse for their not being in a capacity, 
to dream better. I have by me, for example, the 
dream of a young gentleman not passed fifteen : I 
have likewise by me the dream of a person of qua- 
lity, and anothei^ called The Lady's Dream. In 
these, and other pieces of the same nature, it is 
supposed the usual allowances will be made to the 
age, condition, and sex, of the dreamer. To pre- 
vent this inundation of dreams, which daily flows 
in upon mc, I shall apply to all dreamers of dreams 
the advice which Epictetus has couched, after his 
manner, in a very simple and concise precept. 
' Never tell thy dreams,' says that philosopher; 
' for though thou thyself mayest take a pleasure 
in telling thy dream, another will take no pleasure 
in hearing it.' After this short preface, I must do 
justice to two or three visions which I have lately 
published^ and which I have owned to have been 
written by other hands, I shall add a dream to 
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these which comes to me fi'om Seotland, by one 
who declares himself of that country; and, for aU 
I know, may be second-sighted. There is, indeed, 
something in it of the spirit of John Bunyan ; but 
at the same time a certain sublime which that 
author was nevet master of. I shall publish it, 
because I question not but it will fall in with the 
taste of all my popular readers, and amuse the 
imaginations of those who ^re more profound ; 
declanng, at the same time, that this is the last 
dream which I intend to publish this season. 

* SIK, 

* I WAS last Sunday in the evening led 
into a serious reflection on the reasonableness of 
virtue, and great folly of vice, from an excellent 
sermon I had heard that afternoon in my parish 
church. Among other observations the preacher 
shewed us that the temptations which the tempter 
proposed are all on a supposition that we are either 
madmen or fools, or with an intention to render us 
such ; that in no other affair we would suffer our- 
selves to be thus imposed upon, in a case so plain- 
ly and clearly against our visible interest. His 
illustrations and arguments carried so much per- 
suasion and conviction with them, that they re- 
mained a considerable while fresh, and working 
in iny memory; until at last the mind, fatigued 
with thought, gave way to the forcible oppres- 
sions of slumber and sleep ; whilst fancy, unwilling 
yet to drop the subject, presented me with the 
following vision. 

< Methought I was just awoke out of a sleep 
that 1 could never remember the beginning of; the 
place where I found myself to be was a wide and 
spacious plain, full of people that wandered up 
and down through several beaten paths, whereof 
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some few were straight, and io direct lines, but 
most of them windings and turning like a labyrinth ; 
but yet it appeared to me afterwards that these 
last all met in one issue, so that many that seemed 
to steer quite contrary courses, did at length meet 
and face one another, to the no little ainazement 
of many of them. 

'In the midst of the plain there was a great 
fountain ; they called it the spring of Self-loYe : 
out of it issued two rivulets to the eastward and 
westward : The name of the first was Heavenly- 
Wisdom ; its water was wonderfully clear, but of a 
yet more wonderful effect : the other's name was 
Worldly-Wisdom ; its water was thick, and yet far 
from being dormant or stagnating, for it was in a 
continual violent agitation ; which kept the travel* 
lers, whom I shall mention by and by, from being 
sensible of the foulness and thickness of the water; 
which had this effect,' that it intoxicated those 
who drank it, and made them mistake every object 
that lay before them. Both rivulets were parted 
near their springs into so many others, as there 
were straight and crooked paths, which attended 
all along to their respective issues. 

' I observed from the several paths many now 
and then diverting, to refresh and otherwise qualify 
themselves for their journey, to the respective rivn* 
lets that ran near them : they contracted a very 
observable courage and steadiness in what they 
were about, by drinking these waters. At the end 
of the perspective of every straight path, all which 
did end in one issue and point, appeared a high 
pillar, all of diamond, casting rays as bright as 
those of the sun into the paths ; which rays had 
also certain sympathising and alluring virtues in 
them, so that whosoever had made some consider- 
able progresil in his journey onwards towarda the 
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pillar, by the repeated impression of these rayd 
upoD him, was wrought into an habitual inclination 
and conversion of his sight towards it, so that it 
grew at last in a manner natural to him to look 
and gaze upon it, whereby he was kept steady in 
the straight paths, which alone led to that radiant 
body, the beholding of which was now grown a 
gratification to his nature. 

* At the issue of the crooked paths there was a 
great black tower, out of the centre of which 
streamed a long succession of flames, which did 
rise even above the clouds ; it gave a very great 
light to the whole plain, which did sometimes out- 
shine the light, and oppressed the beams of the 
adamantine pillar; though by the observation I 
made afterwards, it appeared that it was not from 
any diminution of light, but that this lay in the tra- 
veUers, who would sometimes step out of straight 
paths, where they lost the full prospect of the ra* 
diant pillar, and saw it but sideways : but the great 
light from the blaqk tower, which was somewhat 
particularly scorching to them, would generally 
light and hasten them of their proper climate again. 

* Round about the black tower there were, me- 
thought, many thousands of huge mis-shapen 
ugly monsters ; these had great nets, which they 
were perpetually plying and casting towards the 
crooked paths, and they would now and then catch 
up those that were nearest to them; these they 
took up straight, and whirled over the walls into 
the flaming tower, and they were no more seen 
nor heard of. 

' They would sometimes cast their nets towards 
the right paths to catch the stragglers, whose eyes, 
for want of drinking at the brook that run by them, 
grew dim, whereby they lost their way : these would 
sometimes very narrowly miss being catched away. 
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but I could not hear whether any of these had ever 
been so unfortunate, that had been before very 
hearty in the straight paths. 

' I considered all these strange sights with great 
attention, until at last I was interrupted by a cluster 
of the travellers in the crooked paths, who came up 
to me, bid me go along with them, and presently fell 
to singing and dancing: they took me by the hand, 
and so carried me away along with them. After I 
had followed them a considerable while, I perceived 
I had lost the black tower of light, at which I greatly 
wondered ; but as I looked and gazed round about 
me, and saw nothing, I began to fancy my first vi- 
sion had been but a dream, and there was no such 
thing in reality; but then I considered that if I 
could fancy to see what was not, I might as well 
have an allusion wrought on me at present, and not 
see what was really before me. I was very much 
confirmed in this thought, by the effect I then just 
observed the water of Worldly-Wbdom had upon 
me; for as I had drank a little of it again, I felt a 
very sensible effect in my head : methought it dis- 
tracted and disordered all there ; this made me stop 
of a sudden, suspecting some charm or enchantment. 
As I was casting about within myself what I should 
do, and whom to apply to in this case, I spied at 
some distance off me a man beckoning, and making 
signs to me to come over to him. I cried to him, I 
did not know the way. He then called to me 
audibly, to step at least out of the path I was in ; 
for if I stayed there any longer I was in danger to 
be catcbed in a great net that was just hanging 
over me, and ready to catch me up; that he won* 
dered I was so blind, or so distracted, as not to see 
so imminent and visible a danger ; assuring me, that 
as soon as I was out of that way, he would come to 
me to lead me into a more secure path. This I did. 
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and he brought me his palm full of the ivater of 
Heavenly Wisdom, which was of very great use to 
me, for my eyes were straight cleared, and I saw the 
great black tower just before me ; but the great net 
which I spied so near me cast me in such a terror, 
that I ran back as far .as I could in one breath, with- 
out looking behind me. Then my benefactor thus 
bespi^ke me : *' You have made the wdnderfulest 
escape in the world ; the water you used to drink is 
of a bewitching nature, you would else have been 
itiighttly shocked at the deformities and meanness of 
the place; for beside the set of blind fools in whose' 
company you was, you may now behold many others 
who are only bewitched after another no less dan- 
gerous manner. Look a little that way, there goes a 
crowd of passengers ; they have indeed so good a 
head as not to suffer themselves to be blinded by 
this bewitching water; the black tower is not va- 
nished out of their sight, they see it whenever they 
look up to it : but see how they go sideways, and 
with their eyes downwards, as if they were mad, that 
they thus may rush into the net, without being be- 
fore-hand troubled at the thought of so miserable a 
destruction. Their wills are no perverse, and their 
hearts so fond of the pleasures of the place, that ra- 
ther than forego them they will run all hazards, and 
venture upon all the miseries and woes before them. 
*' See there that other company ; though they 
should drink none of the bewitching water, yet they 
take a course bewitching and deluding. See how 
they choose the crookedest paths, whereby they 
have often the black tower behind them, and some- 
times see the radiant column sideways, which gives 
them some weak glimpse of it ! These fools content 
themselves with that, not knowing whether any 
other have any more of its influence and light than 
themselves: this road is called that of Superstition, 
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or Human Invention : they grossly overlook that 

which the rules and laws of the place prescribe to 

them, and contrive some other scheme, and set off 

directions and prescriptions for themselves, which 

they hope will serve their turn/' He shewed me 

many other kinds of fools, which put me quite out 

of humour with the place. At last he carried me 

to the right paths, where I found true and solid 

pleasure, which entertained me all the way, until 

we came in closer sight of the pillar, where the 

satisfaction increased to that measure that my. 

faculties were not able to contain it : in the strain^ 

ing of them I was violently waked, not a little 

grieved at the vanishing of so pleasing a dream.* 

'Glasgow, Sept. 29.' 



N° 525. SATURDAY. NOV. I, 1712. 



*0 IK TO 9v(p^9 %9 uftnut r aytiv ifut^, 

EURIP. 

That love alone which virtne's laws contronl 
Deserves reception in the human soiiL 

It is my custom to take frequent opportunities of 
inquiring from time to time what success my 
speculations meet with in the town. I atn glad to 
find, in particular, that my discourses on marriage 
have been well received. A friend of mine gives 
me to understand, from Doctor s Commons, that 
more licences have been taken out there of late 
than usual. I am likewise informed of several 
pretty fellows, who have resolved to commence 
heads of families by the first favourable oppor- . 

VOL. VII. X 
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tunity. Oae of ihem writes me word that he is 
ready to enter into the bonds of matrimony, pro- 
vided I will give it him under my hand (as I now 
do)y that a man may shew his face in good com- 
pany after he is married; and that he need not be 
ashamed to treat a woman with kindness who puts 
herself in his power for life. 

I have other letters on this subject, which say 
that I am attempting to make a revolution in the 
world of gallantry, and that the consequence of it 
will be that a great deal of the sprightliest wit and 
satire of the last age wUl be lost ; that a bashful 
fellow, upon changing his condition, will be no 
longer puzzled how to stand the raillery of his 
facetious companions ; that he need not own he 
married only to plunder an heiress of her fortune, 
nor pretend that he uses her ill, to avoid the 
ridiculous name of a fond husband. 

Indeed, if I may speak my opinion of great part 
of the writings which once prevailed among us 
under the notion of humour, they are such as would 
tempt one to think there had been an association 
among the wits of those times to rally legitimacy 
out of our island. A state of wedlock was the 
common mark of all the adventures in a farce and 
comedy, as well as the essayers in lampoon and 
-satire, to shoot at; and nothing was a more stand- 
ing jest, in all clubs of fashionable mirth and gay 
conversation. It was determined among those airy 
critics, that the appellation of a sober man should 
signify a spiritless fellow. And I am apt to think 
it was about the same time that good-nature, a 
word so peculiarly elegant in our language, that 
some have affirmed it cannot well be expressed in , 
any other, came first to be rendered suspicious, 
and in danger of being transferred from its original 
sense to so distant an idea as that of folly. 
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I must confess it has been my ambition, in the 
course of my writing, to restore, as well as I was 
able, the proper ideas of things. And as I have at- 
tempted this already on the subject of marriage in 
several papers, I shall here add some further ob- 
servations which occur to me on the same head. 

Nothing seems to be thought, by our fine gen- 
tlemen, so indispensable an ornament in fashion- 
able life, as love. ' A knight errant,' says -Don 
Quixote, ' without a mistress, is like a tree with- 
out leaves ;* and a man of mode among us, who 
has not some fiiir one to sigh for, might as well 
pretend to appear dressed without his perriwig. 
We have lovers in prose innumerable. All our 
pretenders to rhyme are professed inamoratos; 
and there is scarce a poet, good or bad, to be 
heard of, who has not some real or supposed 
Saccharissa to improve his vein. 

If love be any refinement, conjugal love must be 
certainly so in a much higher degree. There is no 
comparison between the frivolous affectations of 
attracting the eyes of women with whom you are 
only captivated by way of amusement, and of whom 
perhaps you know nothing more than their fea- 
tures, and a regular and uniform endeavour to 
inake yourself valuable, both as a friend and lover, 
to one whom you have chosen to be the companion 
of your life. The first is the spring of a thousand 
fopperies, silly artifices, falsehoods, and perhaps 
barbarities ; or at best rises no higher than to a 
kind of dancing-school breeding, to give the per- 
son a more sparkling air. The latter is the parent 
of substantia virtues and agreeable qualities, and 
cultivates the mind while it improves the behaviour. 
The passion of love to a mistress, even where it is 
most sincere, resembles too much the flame of a 
£ever : that to a wife is like the vital heat. 
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I have often thought^ if the letters written by 
men of good-nature to their wives were to be com- 
pared with those written by men of gallantry to 
their mistresses, the former, notwithstanding any 
inequality of style, would appear to have the ad* 
vantage. Friendship, tenderness, and constancy, 
dressed in a simplicity of expression, recommend 
themselves by a more native elegance, than passi* 
onate raptures, extravagant encomiums, and slavish 
adoration. If we were admitted to search the 
cabinet of the beautiful Narcissa, among heaps of 
epistles from several admirers, which are there 
preserved with equal care, how few should we find 
but would make any one sick in the reading, except 
her who is flattered by them ? But in how different 
a style must the wise Benevolus, who converses 
with that good sense and good liumour among all 
his friends, write to a wife who is the worthy object 
of his utmost affection? Benevolus, both in public 
and private, and ^1 occasions of life, appears to 
have every good quality and desirable ornament* 
Abroad he is reverenced and esteemed ; at home 
beloved and happy. The satisfaction he enjoys 
there settles into an habitual complacency, which 
shines in his countenance, enlivens his wit, and 
seasons his conversation. Even those of his ac- 
quaintance, who have never seen him in his retire- 
ment, are sharers in the happiness of it ; and it is 
very much owing to his being the best and best 
beloved of husbands, that he is the most stedfast 
of friends, and the most agreeable of companions. 

There is a sensible pleasure in contemplating 
such beautiful instances of dom^tic life. The hap-» 
piness of the conjugal state appears heightened to 
the highest degree it is capable of when we see two 
persons of accomplished minds not only united in 
the same interests and affections, but in their tasto 
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of the same improvements and diversions. Pliny, 
one of the finest gentlemen and politest writers of 
the age in which he lived, has left us, in his letter 
to HispiiUay his wife's aunt, one of the most agree- 
able family pieces of this kind I have ever met 
with. I shall end this discourse with a transla- 
tion of it ; and I believe the reader will be of my 
opinion, that conjugal love is drawn in it with a 
delicacy which makes it appear to be, as I have 
represented it, an ornament as well as a virtue. 

* PLINY TO HISPULLA. 

' As I remember the great affection which was 
between you and your excellent brother, and know 
you love his daughter as your own, so as not only 
to express the tenderness of the best of aunts, but 
even to supply that of the best of fathers ; I am 
sure it will be a pleasure to you to hear that she 
proves worthy of her father, worthy of you, and of 
your and her ancestors. Her ingenuity is admir- 
able ; her frugality extraordinary. She loves me, 
the surest pledge of her virtue ; and adds to this 
a wonderful disposition to learning, which she has 
acquired from her affection to me. She reads my 
writings, studies them, and even gets them by art. 
You would smile to see the concern she is in when 
I have a cause to plead, and the joy she shews 
when it is over. She finds means to have the first 
news brought her of the success I meet with in 
court, how I am heard, and what decree is made. 
If 1 recite any thing in public, she cannot refrain 
from placing herself privately in some corner to 
hear, where with the utmost delight, she feasts 
upon my applauses. Sometimes she sings my 
verses, and accompanies them with the lute, with- 
out any master except love, the best of instructors. 

X 3 
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From these instances I take the most certain omens 
of our perpetual and increasing happiness ; since 
her affection is not founded on my youth and per- ^ 
son, ivhich must gradually decay, but she is in love 
with the immortal part of me, my glory and repu- 
tation. Nor indeed could less be expected from 
one who had the happiness to receive her education 
from you, who in your house was accustomed to 
every thing that was virtuous and decent, and even 
began to love me by your recommendation. For, 
as you had always the greatest respect for my 
mother, you were pleased from my infancy to form 
me, to commend me, and kindly to presage I should 
be one day what my wife fancies I am. Accept, 
therefore, our united thanks ; mine, that you have 
bestowed her on me ; and hers, that you have given 
me to her« as a mutual grant of joy and felicity.' 
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Fortius uiere hrU. 

OvfD. Met. U. 127. 

Keep a stiff rein. 

Addison. 

I AM very loth to come to extremities with the 
young gentlemen mentioned in the following letter, 
and do not care to chastise them with my own 
hand, until I am forced by provocation too great 
to be suffered without the absolute destruction of 
my spectatorial dignity. The crimes of these of- 
fenders are placed under the observation of one of 
my chief officers, who is posted just at the entrance 
of the pass between London and Westminster, As 
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I have great confidence in the capacity/resohition, 
and integrity, of the person deputed by me to give 
an account of enormities, I doubt not bat I shall 
soon have before me all proper notices which are 
requisite for the amendment of manners in public, 
and the instruction of each individual of the human 
species in what is due from him in respect to the 
-whole body of mankind. The present paper shall 
consist only of the above-mentioned letter, and the 
copy of a deputation which I have given to my 
trusty friend Mr. John Sly ; wherein he is charged 
to notify to me all that is necessary for my animad^ 
version upon the delinquents mentioned by my cor- 
respondent, as well as all others described in the 
said deputation. 

TO THE SPECTATOR-GENERAL OF GREAT 

BRITAIN. 

' I GRANT it does look a little familiar, but I must 

call you 

* DEAR DUMB, 

' Being got again to the further end of 
the Widow's coffee-house, I shall from hence give 
you some account of the behaviour of our hackney- 
coachmen since my last. These indefatigable gen- 
tlemen, without the least design, I dare say, of self- 
interest or advantage to themselves, do still ply as 
volunteers day and night for the good of their coun- 
try. I will not trouble you with enumerating many 
particulars, but I must by no means omit to inform 
^ou of an infant about six foot* high, and between 
twenty and thirty yeajni of age, who was seen in the 
arms of a hackney-coachman, driving by WilFs cof- 
fee-house in Covent-garden, between the hours of 

•Feet 



four and five in tbe afternoon of that very day 
wherein you published a memorial against them. 
This impudent young cur, though he could not sit 
in* a coach-box without holding, yet would venture 
his neck to bid defiance' to your spectatorial au- 
thority, or to any thing that you countenanced. 
Who he was 1 know not, but I heard this relation 
this morning from a gentleman who was an eye- 
witness of this his impudence; and I was willing to 
take the first opportunity to inform you of him, as 
holding it extremely requisite that you should nip 
him in the bud. But I am myself most concerned 
for my fellow templars, fellow students, and fellow 
labourers in the law, I mean such of them as are 
dignified and distinguished under the denomination 
of hackney-coachmen. Such aspiring minds have 
these ambitious young men, that they cannot enjoy 
themselves outf of the coach-box. It is, however, 
an unspeakable comfort to me that I can now tell 
you that some of them are growu so bashful as to 
study only in the night-time or in the country. Tbe 
other night I spied one of our young gentlemen 
viery diligent at his lucubrations in Fleet-street; 
and, by the way, I should be under some concern 
lest this hard student should one time or other 
crack his brain with studying, but that I am in 
hopes nature has taken care to fortify him in pro- 
portion to the great undertakings he was designed 
for. Another of my fellow templars on Thursday 
last was getting up into his study at the bottom of 
Gray's-inn-lane, in order, I suppose, to contemplate 
in the fresh air. Now, sir, my request is, that the 
gjreat modesty of these two gentlemen may be re- 
corded as a pattern to the rest, and if you would 
but give them two or three touches with your own 

* Intended it se«*m8 for on. t See the preceding note. 
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pen, though you might not perhaps prevail with 
them to desist entirely from their meditations, yet 
I doubt not but you would at least preserve them 
from being public spectacles of folly in our streets* 
I say, two or three touches with your own pen ; 
for I have already observed, Mr. Spec, that those 
' Spectators which are so prettily laced down the 
sides with little c's, how instructive soever they may 
be, do not carry with, them that authority as the 
others. I do again therefore desire, that, for the 
sake of their dear necks, you would bestow one 
penful of your own ink upon them. I know you 
are loth to expose them ; and it i^, I must confess, 
a thousand pities that any young gentleman, who 
is come of honest parents, should be brought to 
public shame. And indeed I should be glad to 
nave them handled a little tenderly at first ; but if 
Ivur means will not prevail, there is then no other 
way to reclaim them but by making use of some 
vrholesome severities ; and I think it is better that 
a dozen or two of such good-for-nothing fellows 
should be made examples of, than that the reputa* 
tion of some hundreds of as hopeful young gentle- 
men as myself should suffer through their folly. 
It is not, however, for me to direct you what to 
do ; but, in short, if our coachmen will drive on 
this trade, the very first of them that I do find me- 
ditating in the street, I shall make bold to ** take 
the number of his chambers,*'* together with a note 
ef his name, and dispatch them to you, that you 
may chastise him at your own discretion. 
* I am, Dear Spec, 
* For ever your s, 

' MOSBS QREBNBAa» 

' Esq. if you please.' 

* An aUoflioB to the usual and prudent precaution of 
tamug the number of a hackney-coach before entrance. 
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* P. S. Tom Hammerclotb, one of our coachmen^ 
is now pleading at the bar at the other end of the 
room, but has a little too much^ vehemence, and 
throws out his arms too much to take his audience 
with a good grace.' 

To my loving and well-beloved John Shf^ haber- 
dasher of hats, and tobacconist, between the cities 
of London and Westminster. 

Whereas frequent disorders, affronts, indigni- 
ties, omissions, and trespassess, for which there are 
no remedies by any form of law, but which appa- 
rently disturb and disquiet the minds of men, hap- 
pen near the. place of your residence ; and that yoa 
are, as well by your commodious situation, as the 
good parts with which you are endowed, properly 
qualihed for the observation of the said offences ; I 
do hereby authorise and depute you, from the 
hours of nine in the morning until four in the af- 
ternoon, to keep a strict eye upon all persons and 
things that are conveyed in coaches, carried in 
carts, or walk on foot, from the city of London to 
the city of Westminster, or from the city of West- 
minster to the city of London, within the said hours. 
You are therefore not to depart from your obser- 
vatory at the end of Devereux-court during the said 
Space of each day, but to observe the behaviour of 
all persons who are suddenly transported from 
stamping on pebbles to sit at ease in their chariots, 
what notice they take of theiir foot acquaintance, 
and send me the speediest advice, when they are 
guilty of overlooking, turning from, or appearing 
grave and distant to, their old friends. When man 
and wife are in the same coach, you are to see 
whether they appear pleased or tired with each 
Mher^ and t^^hether they carry the due mean in the 
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eye of the world, between fondness and coldness. 
You are carefully to behold all such as shall have 
addition of honour and riches, and report whether 
they preserve the countenance they had before such 
addition. As to persons on foot, you are to be at- 
tentive whether they are pleased with their condi- 
tion, and are dressed suitableto.it; but especially 
to distinguish such as appear discreet, by a low 
heel-shoe, with the decent ornament of a leather 
garter ;* to write down the names of such country 
gentlemen as, jipon the approach of peace, have 
left the hunting for the military cock of the hat; of 
all who strut, make a noise, and swear at the dri- 
vers of coaches to make haste, when they see it is 
impossible they should pass ; of all young gentle- 
men iu coach boxes, who labour at a perfection in 
what they are sure to be excelled by the meanest 
of the people. You are to do all that in you lies 
that coaches and passengers give way according to 
the course of business, all the morning in term- 
time towards Westminster, the rest of the year to- 
wards the Exchange. Upon these directions, to- 
gether with other secret articles herein enclosed, 
you are to govern yourself, and give advertisement 
thereof to me, at all convenient and spectatorial 
hours, when men of business are to be seen. Here- 
of you are not to fail. Given under my seal of 
office. 

T. THB SPECTATOR. 

* It has been «aid*tliat there is an allnsion here to a very 
worthy gentleman of' fortune, bred to the law, who had 
chambers in Lincoln's-inn. His name wan Richard War- 
ner, tlie younger son of a banker, who, though he always 
wore leather .garters, in no other instance affected singu- 
larity. For a more particular account of him, see Anec- 
dotes of W. HowYER, 4to. p. 409. 



t40 SPECTATOR., N*627. 



N* 627, TUESDAY, NOV. 4, 1712. 



FacUe incemes it p^orem^ et p^moraiam ; 
Jittiorem neque tu reperies^ neque sol videt, 

Pladtus in Stichor. 

Ton win easily find a worse woman ; a better the sun 
never shone upon* 

I AM so tender of my women readers, that I can- 
not defer the publication of any thing which con- 
cerns their happiness or quiet. The repose of a 
married woman is consulted in the first of the fol- 
lowing letters, and the felicity of a maiden lady in 
the second. I call it a felicity to have the addresses 
of an agreeable man; and I think I have not any 
where seen a prettier application of a poetical story 
than that of this, in making the tale of Cephalus 
and Procris the history picture of a fan in so gal^ 
lant a manner as he addresses it. But see the letters* 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

' It is now almost three months since I 
was in town about some business ; and the hurry 
of it being over, I took a coach one afternoon, and 
drove to see a relation, who married about six years 
ago a wealthy citizen. I found her at home, but 
her husband gone to the Exchange, and expected 
back within an hour at the furthest. After the 
usual salutations of kindness, and a hundred ques- 
tions about friends in the country, we sat down to 
piquet, played two or three games, and drank tea. 
I should have told you this was my second time 
of seeing her since marriage; but before, she lived 
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at the same town where I went to ddiool; so that 
the plea of a relation, added to the innocence of 
my youth, prevailed upon her good humour to in- 
dulge me in a fireedom of conversation, as often, 
and oftener, than the strict discif^e of tiie school 
would allow of. You may easily imagine, B,hex 
such an acquaintance we might be exceeding merry 
without any offence; as in calling to mind how 
many inventions I have been put to in deluding the 
master, how many hands forged for excuses, how 
many times been sid^ in perfect health ; f<Mr I was 
then never sick but at sdiool, and only then be- 
cause out of her company. We had whiled away 
three hours after this manner, when I found it 
past five ; and, not expecting her husband would 
return until late, rose up, and told her I should go 
early next morning for the country. She kindly 
answered she was afiraid it would be long before 
she saw me again ; so, I took my leave, and parted. 
Now, sir, I had not been got home a fortnight, 
when I received a letter from a neighbour of theirs, 
that ever since, that fatal afternoon the lady has 
been most inhumanely treated, and the husband 
publicly stormed that he was made a member of 
too numerous a society. He had, it seems, listened 
most of the time my cousin and I were together. 
As jealous ears always hear double, so he heard 
enough to make him mad; and as jealous eyes al- 
ways see through magnifying glasses, so he was 
certain it could n6t be I whom he had seen, a 
beardless stripling, but fancied he saw a gay gen- 
tleman of the Temple, ten years older than myself; 
and €or that reason, I presume, durst not come in, 
oor take any notice when I went out. He is per- 
petually asking his wife if she does not think the 
time long (as she said she should) until she see her 
cousin again. Pray, sir, what can be done in this 

VOI^ VII. ' Y 
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case? I have writ to him to assure him I was at 
his house all that afternoon expecting to see him. 
His answer is, it is only a trick of hers, and that 
he neither can nor will believe me. The parting 
kiss I find mightily nettles him, and confirms him 
in all his errors. Ben Johnson, aS I remember, 
makes a foreigner, in one of his comedies, '* admire 
the desperate valour of the bold English, who let 
out their wives to all encounters.'' The general 
custom of salutation should excuse the favohr done 
me, or yott should lay down rules when such dis- 
tinctions are to be given or omitted. You cannot 
imagine, sir, how troubled I am for this unhappy 
lady's misfortune, and beg you would insert this 
letter, that the husband may reflect upon this acci- 
dent coolly. It is no small matter, the ease of a' 
virtuous woman for her whole life. I know she will 
conform to any regularities (though more strict than 
the common rules of our country require) to which 
his particular temper shall incline him to oblige her. 
This accident puts me in mind how generously Pisi- 
stratus, the Athenian tyrant, behaved himself on a 
like occasion, when he was instigated by his wife 
to put to death a young gentleman, because, being 
passionately fond of his daughter, he kissed her in 
public, as he met her in the street. '* What,'' said 
he, " shall we do to those who are our enemies, if 
we do thus to those who are our friends?" I will 
not trouble you much longer, but am exceedingly 
concerned lest this accident may cause a virtuous 
lady to lead a miserable life widi a husband who 
has no grounds for his jealousy but what I ha%*e 
faithfully related, and ought to be reckoned none. 
It is to be feared too, if at last he sees his mistake, 
yet people will be as slow and unwilling in disbe- 
lieving scandal as they are quick and forward in 
believing it. I shall endeavour to enliveQ this plain 
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honest letter with Ovid's relation about Cybele*s 
image. The ship wherein it was aboard was 
stranded at the mouth of the Tiber, and the men 
were unable to move it, until Claudia, a virgin, but 
suspected of unchastity, by a slight pull hauled it 
in. The story is told in the fourth book of the 
Fasti. 

'< ' Parent of gods/ began the weeping fair, 
' Reward or punish, bnt oh ! hear my prayer : 
It' lewdness e'er deiilM my virgin bloom. 
From heaven with justice I receive my doom : 
Bnt if my honour yet has known no stain. 
Thou, goddess, thou my innocence maintain : 
Thou, whom the nicest rules of goodness sway'd, 
Vouciisafe to follow an unblemished maid.' 
bhe spoke, and touched the chord with glad snrprbe, 
(The truth was witnessed by ten thousand eyes) 
The 'pitying godde>s easily complyM, 
Follow'd in triumph, and adorn'd her guide ; 
While Claudia, blushing still for past disgrace, 
March'd silent oi^, with a slow solemn pace : 
Nor yet from some was all distrust remov'd, 
Jhoogh heaven such virtue by such wonders prov'd." 

' I am. Sir, 
* Your very humble Servant, 

* PHILA6NOTES,*' 
' MR. SPECTATOR, 

' Yqu will oblige a languishing lover if you 
will please to print the enclosed verses in youi: 
next paper. If you remember the Metamorphoses, 
you know Procris, the fond wife of Cephalus, is 
said to have made her husband, who delighted in 
the sports of the wood, a present of an unerring 
javelin. In process of time he was so much in the 
forest, that his lady suspected he was pursuing 
some nymph, under the pretence of following a 
» chase more innocent. Under this suspicion she 

y2 
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hid herself amoDg the trees, to observe his motions. 
While she lay concealed, her husband, tired with 
the labour of hunting, came within her hearing. As 
he was fainting with heat he cried out, ** Aura 
veni!" '* Oh ! charming air, approach V 

' The unfortunate wife, taking the word air to be 
the name of a woman, began to move among the 
bushes; and the husband, believing it a deer, threw 
his javelin, and killed her. This history, painted 
on a fan, which I presented to a lady, gave occasion 
to my growing poetical. 

<< * Come, gentle air!' the .Soliau shepherd said, 

While Procris panted in the secret shade; 

' Come, gentle air,' the fairer Delia cries, 

While at her feet the swain expiring lie«. 

Lo ! the glad gales o'er all her beauties stray. 

Breathe on her lips, and in her bosom play. 

In Delia's hand this toy is fatal found. 

Nor did that fabled dart more surely wound. 

Both gifts destructive to the givers prove. 

Alike both lovers ftll by those they love : 

Yet. guiltless too this bright destroyer lives, 

At random wounds, nor knows the wounds she gives; 

She views the story with attentive eyes, 

And pities Procris, while her lover dies/^ 
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Dum pohdtf soHta gemitum virtute repreasU, 

Ovid. Met. ix. 16£i. 

With wonted fortitude she bore the smart. 
And not a groan coulc^s'd her burning heart. 

Gay. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, * 

* I WHO now write to you am a woman 
loaded with injuries ; and the aggravation of my 
misfortune is, that they are such which are over- 
looked by the generality of mankind ; and, though 
the most afi^icting imaginable, not regarded as such 
in the general sense of the world. I have hid my 
yexation from all mankind ; but having now taken 
pen, ink, and paper, am resolved to unbosom my- 
self to you, and lay before you what grieves me and 
all the sex. You have very often mentioned parti- 
cular hard9bips done to this or to that lady ; but 
niethinks you have not, in any one speculation, di- 
rectly ppinted at the partial freedom men take, the 
unreasonable confinement women are obliged to, in 
the only circumstance in which we are necessarily 
to have a commerce with them, that of love. The 
case of celibacy is the great evil of our nation ; and 
the indulgence of the vicious conduct of men in 
that state, with tl^^ ridicule to which women are 
exposed^ though ever so virtuous, if long unmar- 
ried, is the root of the greatest irregularities of this 
nation. To shew you, sir, that (though you never 
have given us the catalogue of a lady's Hbrary, as 
you promised) we read books of our pwn cboo^ii^g, 
I shall insert on this occasion a paragraph or two 

Y 8 
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out of Echard's Roman History. In the 44th page 
of the second volume, the author observes that 
Augustus, upon hit return to Rome at the end of a 
war, received complaints that too great a number 
of the young men of quality were unmarried. The 
emperor thereupon assembled the whole equestrian 
order; and, having separated the married from the 
single, did particular honours to the former ; but 
he told the latter, that is to say, Mr. Spectator, he 

^ told the bachelors, that their lives and actions had 
been so peculiar, that he knew not by what name 
to call them ; not by that of men, for they per- 
fcrmed nothing that was manly; not by that of 
citisens, for the city might perish notwithstanding 

' their care ; nor by that of Romans, for they de- 
signed to extirpate the Roman name. Then pro- 
ofing to shew his tender care and hearty affection 
for his people, he further told them, that their 
course of life was of such pernicious consequence to 
the glory and grandeur of the Roman nation, that 
he could not choose but tell them, that all other 
crimes put together could not equalize theirs, for 
they were guilty of murder in not suffering those to 
be born which should proceed from them ; of im* 
piety, in causing the names and honours of their 
ancestors to cease ; and of sacrilege, in destroying 
their kind, which proceed from the immortal gods» 
and human nature, the principal thing consecrated 
to them : therefore, in this respect, they dissolved 
the government in disobeying its laws; betrayed 
their country by making it barren and waste ; nay, 
and demoKshed their city, in depriving it of inha- 
bitants. And he was sensible that all this pro- 
ceeded not from any kind of virtue or abstinence, 
but from a looseness and wantonness which ought 
never to be encouraged in any civil government. 
There are no particulars dwelt upon that let us into 
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the conduct of these young worthies, 'Whom this 
great emperor treated with so much justice and in* 
digaation ; but any one who observes what passes 
in this town may very wellirame to himself a notion 
of theif riots and debaucheries all night, and their 
apparent preparations, for them all day. It is not 
to be doubted but these Romans never passed any 
of their time innocently but when they were asleep, 
and never slept but when they were weary and 
iieavy with excesses, and slept only to prepare 
themselves for the repetition of them. If you did 
yoat duty as a Spectator, you would carefully exar 
mine into the number of births* marriages, and 
burials; and when you had deducted out of your 
deaths all such as went out of the world without 
marrying, then cast up the number of both sexes 
born within such a term of years last past ; you 
nught, from the single people departed^ make some 
useful inferences or guesses hpw many there are left 
unmarried^ and raise some useful scheme for the 
amendment of the age in that particular. I have 
not patience to proceed gravely on this abominable 
libertinism ; for I cannot but reflect, as I am writing 
to you, upon a certain lascivious manner which all 
our young gentlemen use in public, and examine 
our eyes with a petulancy.in their own which is a 
downright affront to modesty. A disdainful look on 
such an occasion is returned with a countenance re- 
buked, but by averting their eyes from, the woman 
of honour and decency (o some flippant creature, 
who will, as the phrase is, be kinder. I must set 
down things as they come into my head, without 
standing upon order. Ten thousand to one but the 
gay gentleman who stared, at the same time is a 
housekeeper; for you must know they are got into 
a humour of late of being very regular in their sins ; 
and a young fellow shall keep his four maids and 
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three footmen with the greatest gravity imaginable. 
There are no less than six of these venerable houses 
keepers of my acquaintance. This humour among 
young men of condition is imitated by all the world 
below them, and a general dissolution* of manners 
arises from this one source of libertinism, without 
shame or reprehension in the male youth. It is from 
this one fountain that so many beautiful helpless 
young women- are sacrificed and given up to lewd- 
ness, shame, poverty, and disease. It is to this 
also that so many excellent young women, who 
might be patterns of conjugal affection, and parents 
of a worthy race, pine under unhappy passions foe 
such as have not attention to observe, or virtue 
enough to prefer them to their common wenches. 
Now, Mr. Spectator, I must be free to own to you 
that I myself suffer a tasteless insipid being, from 
a consideration I have for a man who would not, as 
he said in iny hearing, resign his liberty, as he calls 
it, for all the beauty and wealth the whole sex 
is possessed of. Such calamities as these would 
not happen, if it could possibly be brought about, 
that by fining bachelors as papists, convicts, or the 
like, they were distinguished to their disadvantage 
from the rest of the world, who fall in with the 
measures of civil society. Lest you should think 
1 speak this as being, according to the senseless 
rude phrase, a malicious old maid, I shall acquaint 
you I am a woman of condition, not now three-and- 
twenty, and have had proposals from at least ten 
different men, and the greater number of them have 
upon the upshot refused me. Something or other 
is always amiss when the lover takes to some new 
wench. A settlement is easily excepted against ; 
and there is very little recourse to avoid the vicious 

^Dissoluteness. 
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part of our youth, but throwing oneself away upon 
some lifeless blockhead, who, though he is with- 
out vice, is also without virtue* Now-a-davs we 
must be contented if we can get creatures which 
are not bad ; good are not to be expected. Mr« 
Spectator, I sat near you. the other day, and think 
I did not displease your spectatorial eye-sight; 
which I shall be a better judge of when 1 see 
whether you take notice of these evils your own 
way, or print this memorial dictated from the 
disdainful heavy heart of, 

*Sir, 
' Your obedient humble servant, 

T. ' RACHEL WELLADAY/ 
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Singula quaque locum tenetaU vniita deeaUer, 

HoR. Ars Poet* 92. 

Let every thing have \Xn due place. 

KotcoMMOir. 

Upon the hearing of several late disputes concern- 
ing rank and precedence, I could not forbear amns* 
ing myself, with some observations which I have 
made upon the learned world, as to thb great par- 
ticular. By the learned world I here mean at large 
all those who are any way concerned in works of 
literature, whether in the writing, printing, or re- 
peating part. , To begin with the writers. I have 
4>bserYea that the author of a folio, in all compa- . 
nies and conversations, sets himself above the au- 
thor of a quarto ; the author of a quarto above the 
aiithor of an octavo; and so on, by a grad^ial de- 
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scent and subordination, to an author in twenty- 
fours. This distinction is so well observed, that 
in an assembly of the learned, I have seen a folio 
writer place himself in an elbow chair, when the 
author of a duodecimo has, out of a just deference 
to his superior quality, seated himself upon a 
squab. In a word, authors are usually ranged in 
company after the same manner as their works 
are upon a shelf. 

The most minute ppcket author hath beneath 
him the Writers of all pamphlets, or works that 
are only stitched. As for the pamphleteer^ he takes 
place of none but the authors of single sheets, and 
of that fraternity who publish their labours on a 
certain days, or on every day in the week. I do not 
iind that the precedency among the individuals in 
this latter class of writers is vet settled. 

For my own part, I have had so strict a regard 
to the ceremonial which prevails in the learned 
world, that I never presumed to take place of a 
pamphleteer, until my daily papers were gathered 
into those two first volumes which have already 
appeared. After which, I naturally jumped over 
the heads not only of all pamphleteers, but of every 
octavo writer in Great Britain that had written but 
one book. 1 am also informed by my bookseller, 
that six octavos have at all times been looked 
upon as an equivalent to a folio; which I take 
notice of the rather, because I would not have the 
learned world surprised if, after the publication 
of half a dozen volumes, I take my place accord* 
ingly. When my scattered forces are thus rallied, 
and reduced into regular bodies, I flatter myselif 
that 1 shall make no despicable figure at the head 
of them. 

Whether these rules, wliich have been received 
time out of mind in the coniJnonwealth of letters, 
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were not originally established with an e^e to our 
paper-manufacture, I shall leave to tlie discussion 
of others; and shall only remark further in this 
place, that all printers and booksellers take the 
wall of one another according to the above-men- 
tioned merits of the authors to whom they respec- 
tively belong. 

I come now to that point of precedency which is 
settled among the three learned professions by the 
wisdom of our laws. I need not here take notice of 
the rank which is allotted to every doctor in each of 
these professions, who are all of them, though not so 
high as knights, yet a degree above squires: this 
last order of men, being the illiterate body of the 
nation, are consequently thrown together in a class 
below the three learned professions.* I mention this 
for the sake of several rural 'squires, whose reading 
does not rise so high as to The present State of 
England, and who are often apt to usurp that pre- 
cedency which by the laws of their country is not 
due to them. Their want of learning, which has 
planted them in this station, may in some measure 
extenuate their misdemeanour; and our professors 
ought to pardon them when they offend in this 
particular, considering that they are in a state of 
ignorance, or, as we usually say, do not know their 
right hand from their left. 

There is another tribe of persons who are retainers 
to the learned world, and who regulate themselves 
upon all occasions by several laws peculiar to their 
body ; 1 mean the players or actors of both sexes. 
Among these it is a standing and uncontroverted 
principle, that a tragedian always takes place of a 

* In some universities, that of Dublin in particnlar, tbey 
have doctors of music, vho take ranlc after the doctors of 
the three learned professions, and above esquires. 
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comedian ; and it is very well known the merry 
drolls who make us laugh are always placed at the 
lower end of the table, and in every entertainment 
give way to the dignity of the buskin. It is a stage 
maxim, ' Once a ki9g, and always a king.' For this 
reason it would be thought very absurd in Mr. 
Bullock, notwithstanding the height and graceful- 
ness of his person, to sit at the right hand of an 
hero, though he were but five foot high. The same 
distinction is observed among the ladies of the 
theatre. Queens and heroines preserve their rank 
in private conversation, while those who are wait- 
ing women and maids of honour upon the stage 
keep their distance also behind the scenes. 

I shall only add that, by a parity of reason, all 
writers of tragedy look upon it as their due to be 
seated, served, or saluted, before comic writers ; 
Uiose who deal in tragi-comedy usually taking their 
seats between the authors of either side. There 
has been a long dispute fqr precedency between 
the tragic and heroic poets. Aristotle would have 
the latter yield the pas to the former; but Mr. 
Dryden, and many others, would never submit to 
this decision. Burlesque writers pay the same de- 
ference to the heroic, as comic writers to their se- 
rious brothers in the drama. 

By this short table of laws order is kept up, and 
disHnctioa preserved, in the whole republic of 
letters. 

O. 
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Sic vitum Veneri ; cut placet imparea 
Formas atque animos mb juga akenea 
S<Bvo mUtere cumjoco* 

HoK. :i Od. xzxiii. 10. 

Thus Venns sports; the rich, the base, 
Unlike in fortune abd in face. 
To disagreeing love provokes ; 

When cruelly jocose, 

She ties the fatal noose, 
And binds nneqaals to the brazen yokes. 

Crbeoh. 

It is very usual for those "who have been severe 
upon marriage, in some part or other of their lives, 
to enter into the fraternity which they have ridi- 
culed, and to see their raillery return, upbn their 
own heads. I scarce ever knew a woman-hater that 
did not, sooner or later, pay for it. Marriage, which 
is a blessing to another man, falls upon such an 
one as a judgment. Mr. Congreve*s Old Bachelor 
is set forth to us with much wit and humour, as ftn 
example of this kind. In short those who have most 
diatinguished themselves by railing at the sex in 
general, very often make an honourable amends^ 
by choosing one of the most worthless persons of 
it for a companion and yoke-fellow. Hymen takes 
his revenge in kind on those who turn his mysteries 
into ridicule. 

My friend Will Honeycomb, who was so unmer- 

cifulij witty upon the women, in a couple of letters 

, n^ch I lately communicated to the public, has 

given the ladies ample satislactimi by marrying 

a ^rmer's daughter; a piece of news which came 

VOL. VII. z 
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to our club by tbe last post. The tempUris very 
positive that he has married a dair^ maid : but 
Will, in his letter to me on this occasion, sets the 
best ftce upon the matter that he can, and g^yes a 
more tolerable account of his spouse. I must con- 
fess I suspected something more than ordinary, 
when upon opening the letter I found that Will was 
fallen off from his former gaiety, having changed 
* Dear Spec,' which was his usual salute at the be- 
ginning of the letter, into ' My worthy Friend,' and 
described himself at the latter end at full length 
William Honeycomb. In short, the gay, the loud, 
the y^in Will Honeycomb, who had made love to 
every great fortune thai has appeared in town for 
above thirty years together, and boasted of fk- 
vours from ladies who he had never seen, is at 
length wedded to a plain country girl. 

His letter gives us the picture of a converted 
rake. The sober character of the husband is 
.dashed with the man of the town, and enlivened 
with those little cant phrases, which have made my 
friend Will often thought very pretty company. 
But let us hear what he says for himself. 

* MY WORTHY FRIEND, 

' I QUESTION not but you, and the rest of 
my acquaintance, wonder that I, who have lived in 
the sn^olte and snillantries of the town for thirty 
years together, raould all on a sudden grow fond 
of a country life. Had not my dog of a steward ran 
«way as he did without making up his accounts, I 
^Imd still been immersed in sin and sea-coal. But 
iince my htei£2rc«id ^v»it to my estate, I am so 
pleased 4iith it, that I am iMohed to live and die 
upon it. lam every day abroad among mv acres. 
and can scarceforbear fiUing my letters with breeses, 
sbades, <flowers, meadows, and purling streams. 
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The simplicitv of manners, which I have heard you 
so often speak of» and which appears here in per* 
fectton, charms me wonderfully. As an instance of 
ill must acquaint you» and by your means the whole 
clttbf that I have lately married one of my tenant*s 
daughters. She is born of honest parents ; and 
though she has no portion, she has a great deal of 
virtue. The natural sweetness and innocence of 
her behaviour, the freshness of her complexion, the 
unaffected turn of her shape and person, shot me 
through and through every time that I saw her, and 
did more execution upon me in grogram than the 
greatest beautv in town or court had ever done in 
brocade. In short, she is suph an one as promises 
me a good heir to my estate; and if bv her means 
I cannot leave to my children what are Wisely called 
the gifts of birth, high titles, and alliances, I nope tot 
convey to them the more real and valuable gifts of 
birth — strong bodies and healthy constitutions. As 
for your fine women, I need not tell thee that I 
know them. I have had my share in their graces; 
but no more of that. It shall be my business here- 
after to live the life of an honest man, and to act as 
becomes a master of a family. I question not but 
I shall draw upon me the raillery of the town, and 
be treated to the tune of, ' The Marriage-hater 
Matched;' but I am prepared for it. I have been 
as witty upon others in my time. To tell thee truly, 
I saw such a tribe of fashionable young guttering 
coxcombs shot up that I did not think my po$t of an 
k(mme de ntelle any longer tenable. I fel|; a per^in 
stiffness in my limbs, which entirely destrpye^ the 
iantinesji of air I was once master of. Besfde/B. for 
X may now confess my age to thee, I hiaye p^en 
cight-and-forty above these twelve years. Since 
my retirement into the country will make a vacan- 
cy in the club, I could wish you would $11 up my 

z2 
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place with my frieod Tom Dapperwit. He has an 
infinite deal of fire, and knows the town. For my 
own part, as I have said before, I shall endeavour 
to live hereafter suitable to a man in/ my station, 
as a prudent head of a family, a good husband, a 
careful father (when it shall so happen), and as 

* Your most sincere friend, 

0/ * WILLIAM honeycomb/ 
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Qui nuare el terras^ variisque mundum\ 

Temperat horU ; 
Undfi nil nu(§n8 generatur ^8o ; 
Nee viiget quicquam simile, out secundum. 

HoR. 1 Od. xii. 15. 

Who guides below, and rules above. 
The great Disposer, and the mighty King : 
That he none greater, like him none, 

Than can be, is, or was ; 
Supreme he singly fills the throne. 

CREECli. 

StMONiDES being asked by Dionysius the tyrant 
what God was, desired a day's time to consider of 
it before he made his reply. When the day was ex- 
pired he desired two days; and afterwards, instead 
of returning his answer, demanded still double the 
time to consider of it. This great poet and philo- 
sopher, the more he contemplated the nature of the 
Deity found that he waded but the more out of his 
depth ; atid that he lost himself in j^he thought, 
instead of finding an end of it. 

If we consider the idea which wise men, by the 
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light of reasoD, have framed of the Divine Being, it 
amounts to this; that b/c has in bim all the perfec- 
tion of a spiritnal nature. And^ sio.ce we have no 
notion of any kind of spiritual perfeictioo but what 
we discover m onr own souls, we join infinitude to 
each kind of these perfections, and what is a faculty 
in an human soul becomes an attribute in God. We 
exist in place and time ; the Divine Beine fills the 
immensity of space with his presence, ana inhabits 
eternity. We are posseaaed of a little power and a 
little knowledge: the Divine Being is almighty and 
omniscient In short, by adding infinity to any kind 
of perfection we enjoy, and by joining all these difir 
ferent kinds of perfection in one being, we form our 
idea of the great Sovereign of Nature. 

Though every one who thinks must have made 
this observation, I shall produce Mr. Locke's.autho- 
rity to the same purpose, out of his Essay on Human 
Understanding. * If we examine the idea we hav^ 
of the incomprehensible Supreme Being, we shall 
find that we come by it the same way; and thut 
the complex ideas we have both of God and separate 
spirits, are made up of the simple ideas we receive 
mm leflection ; v. g. having, from what we expe- 
rience in ourselves, sot the ideas of existence and 
durationi of knowledge and power, of pleasure and 
happiness, and of several other qualities and powers, 
which it is better to have than to be without: when 
we would frame an idea the most suitable we can to 
the Supreme Bein^ we enlarge every one of these 
with onr own idea of infinity ; and so putting them 
together make onr complex idea of Gm.' 

It ia not impoaaiUe that there mav be many kinds 
of spiritual perfection, besides those which are 
lodged in an human soul ; but it b impossible that we 
sbouM have the ideas of any kinds of perfection- ex- 
cept those of which we have sonie small rays and 

zZ 
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short imperfect strokes in ourselves. It would 
therefore be very high presumption to determine 
whether the Supreme Being has not many more at- 
tributes than those which enter into our conceptions 
of him. This is certain, that if there be any kind 
of spiritual perfection which is not marked out in 
an human soul, it belongs in its fulness to the divine 
nature. 

Several eminent philosophers have imagined that 
the soul, in her separate state, may have new facuU 
ties springing up in her, which she is not capable 
of exerting during her present union with the body ; 
and whether these faculties may not correspond with 
other attributes in the divine nature, and open to us 
hereafter new matter of wonder and adoration, we 
are altogether ignorant. This, as I have said be- 
fore, we ought to acquiesce in, that the Sovereign 
Being, the great Author of nature, has in him all 
possible perfection, as well in kind as in degree : to 
speak according to our methods of conceiving, I 
shall only add under this head, that when we have 
raised our notion of this infinite Being as high as it 
is possible for the mind of man to go, it will fall 
infinitely short of what he really is. ' There is no 
end of his greatness.' The most exalted creature 
he has made is only capable of adorningit; none 
but himself can comprehend it. 

The advice of the son of Sirach is very just and 
sublime in this light. < By his word all things con- 
sist. We may speak much, and yet come short : 
wherefore in sum he is all. How shall we be able to 
magnify himi for he is great above ail his works. 
The Lord is terrible and very great ; and marvel- 
lous in his power. When you glorify the Lord, exalt 
him as much as you can : for even yet will he far 
exceed. And when you exalt him, put forth all 
your strength, and be not weary ; for ypu can pever 
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go far enough. Who hath Beeil him, that he might 
tell us? and who can magnify him as he is ? There 
are yet hid greater things than these be^ for we 
have seen but a few of his works.' 

I have here only considered the Supreme Being 
by the light of reason and philosophy. If we 
would see him in all the wonders of his mercy, we 
must have recourse to revelation, which represents 
him to us not only as infinitely great and glorious, 
but as infinitely good and just in his dispensations 
towards man. But as this is a theory which Mis 
under every one's consideration, though indeed it 
.can never be sufliciently considered, I shall here 
only take notice of that habitual worship and vene- 
ration which we ought to pay to this Almighty Be-r ' 
ing. We should often refresh our minds with the 
thought of him, and annihilate ourselves before 
him, in the contemplation of our own worthless- 
ness, and of his transcendent excellency and per- 
fection. This would imprint in our minds such a 
constant and uninterrupted awe and veneration as 
that which I am here recommending, and which is 
in reality a kind of incessant prayer, and reasonable 
humiliation of the soul before him who made it* 

This would effectually kill in us all the little seeds 
of pride^ vanity, and self-conceit, which are apt to 
shoot up in the minds of such whose thoughts tuni' 
more on those comparative advantages which they 
enjoy over some of their fellow-creatures, than on 
that infinite distance which is placed between them 
and the supreme model of all perfection. It would 
likewise quicken our desires and endeavours of 
uniting ourselves to him by all the acts of religion 
and virtue. 

Such an habitual homage to the Supreme Being 
would, in a particular manner, banish from among 
us that prevailing impiety of losing his name oi^ 
the most trivial occasions. 
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I find the foOowing Dassare in an excellent ser- 
mon, preached at the funeral of a gentleman* who 
was an honour to his country, and a more diligent 
as well as successful inquirer into the works of na- 
ture than any other our nation has ever produced. 
' He had the profoundest veneration for the great 
God of heaven and earth that I have ever observed 
in any person. The very name of God was never 
mentioned by him vrithout a pause and a visible 
stop in his discourse; in which one, that knew him 
most particularly above twenty years, has told me 
that he was so exact, that he does not remember 
to have observed him once to fail in it.* 

Every one knows the veneration which was paid 
by the Jews to a name so great, wonderful, and 
holy. The^ would not let it enter even into their 
religious discourses. What can. we then think of 
those who make use of so tremeodous a name in 
the ordinary expressions of their anger, mirth, and 
most impertinent passions 1 of those who admit it 
into the most familiar questions and assertions, 
ludicrous phrases, and works of humourl not to 
mention those who violate it by solemn perjuries ! 
It would be an affront to reason to endeavour to 
set fbrth the horror and profaneness of such a 
practice. The very mention of it exposes it suffi- 
ciently to those in whom the light of nature, not to 
say religion, is not utterly extinguished. O. 



* See Bishop Bamefs Sermon, preached at the fiineral 
of the Honourable Robert Boylv. 
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• -Fungor vice eotU, acuium 

Reddere quaferrum vaUty exwrs ipui secmdi, 

HoR. Ars Poet. ver. 301. 

I play the Mrhetstooe ; useless, and unfit 
To cut myself, I sharpen others wit. 

Creech. 

It is a very honest action to be studious to produce 
other men's merit; and I make no scruple of saying, 
I have as much of this temper as any man in the 
world. It would not be a thing to be bragged of, 
but that it is what any man may be master of, who 
will take pains enough for it. Much observation of 
the unworthiness in being pained at the excellence 
of another, will bring you to a scorn of yourself for 
that unwillingness; and when you have got so far, 
you will find it a greater pleasure than you ever be- 
fore knew to be zealous in promoting the fame and 
welfare of the praise-worthy. I do not speak this 
as pretending _to be a mortified self-denying man, 
but as one who had turned his ambition into a right 
channel. I claim to myself the merit of having ex* 
torted excellent productions from a person of the 
greatest abilities, who would not have let them ap- 
peared by any other means ;* to have animated a 
few-young gentlemen into worthy puisttits', who will 
be a glory to our age ; and at all times, and by all 
possible means in my power, undermined the in-* 
terest of ignorance, vice, and folly, and attempted 
to substitute in their stead learning, piety, and^od 
jsense. It is from this honest heart that I find my* 

* AddisoD, 
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self honoured as a gentleman-usher to the arts and 
sciences. Mr. Tickell and Mr. Pope have, it seems, 
this idea of me. The former has writ me an ex- 
cellent paper of verses, in praise, forsooth, of my- 
self; and the other enclosed for my perusal an ad- 
mirable poem,* which I hope will shortly see the 
light. In the mean time I cannot suppress any 
thought of his, but insert this sentiment about the 
dying words of Adrian. I will not determine in 
the case he mentions ; but have thus much to say 
in favour of his argument, that many of his own 
works, which I have seen, convince me that very 
pretty apid very sublime sentiments may be lodged 
m the same bosom without diminution pf itf great- 
ness. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I was the other day in company with 
five or six men of some learning: where, chancing 
to mention the famous verses which the emperor 
Adrian spoke on his death-bed, they were all agreed 
that it was a piece of gaiety unworthy that prince 
in those circumstances. I could not but dissent 
from this opinion. Methinks it was by no means a 
gay but a very serious soliloquy to his soul at the 
pomt of his .departure: in which sense I naturally 
tpok these verses at my first reading them, when I 
was very young, and before I knew what interpre* 
tation de world generally put upon them. 

** AtdiHuUi MtfMls, MmAiIl 

Qua mme «6iotf in Ion? 
PMduUt^ rigidttf luuhtla, 
Nee (Mt §9te$) dabi$}oear 

*Alss, my soul! thou pleasing companion of 
* The Ttmple pf Fame. 
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thif body^ thou fleetine thing that art now deserting 
it, whither art thou flyingi to what unknown re- 

Bon ? thou art all trembling, fearfnl, and pensive, 
ow what is become of thv former wit and hu- 
mour? Thou shalt jest, and be gay no more.'* 

' I confess I cannot apprehend where lies the 
trifling in all this ; it is the most natural and ob- 
vious reflexion imaginable to a dying man: and, if 
we consider the emperor was a heathen, that doubt 
concerning the future state of his soul will seem so 
far from being the effect of want of thought, that 
it was scarce reasonable he should think otherwise : 
not to mention that here is a plain confession in- 
cluded of his belief in its immortality. The dimi- 
nutive epithets of vagula, biamdula, and the rest, 
a|^ar not to me as expressions of levity, but rather 
of endearment and concern : such as we find in Ca- 
tullus, and the authors of Hendecasyllabi after him, 
where they are used to express the utmost love and 
tenderness for their mistresses. — If you think me 
right in my notion of the last words of Adrian, be 
pleased to insert this in the Spectator; if not, to 
iuppress it. 

' I am, &c.' 

' TO ran tuPFotSD ACTiiba of tbb ivxgtatok. 

* In courts KeontloiM, and^shameloM itsgo, 
How long the war shall wit with virtue wage? 
Enchanted by this prostituted fair, 

Onr youth run headlong in the fatal snare; 
In height of rapture clup unheeded pains, 
And sncii pollution through their tingnng veins. 

* Hiv spotless thouchts unshocked the priest may hear. 
And the pure vestal m her bosom wear. 

To coaselins blushes and dinUnlshod pride 
Thy ghtfs betrays what troach'rous love would hide ; 
Nor haish thy precepts, but, infhs'd by stealth, 
Please while they cure, and cheat us into health. 
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Tby workA in Cfcloe^s toilet bear a part, 
And with his tailor share tlie fopling's heart : 
Lash'd in thy satire the penarious cit 
Laughs at himself, and finds no harm in wit : 
From fekm gamesters the raw 'squire is free, 
And Britain owes her rescu'd oaks to thee.* 
His miss the frolic viscount t dreads to toast» 
Or his third cure the sliallow templar boast ; 
And the rash fool who scorn'd the beaten road, 
Dares ^ua^e at thunder, and confess his God. 

* The brainless stripling, who, expell'd to town, 
Damn'd the stiff college and pedantic gown,^ 
Aw'd by thy name is dumb, and thrice a week 
Spells uncouth Latin, and pcetsends to Greek. 

A sant'rins tribe ! such, born to wide estates. 
With ' yea and ' no' in senates hold debates : 
At length despisM, each to his field retires. 
First with the dogs, and king amidst the 'squires ; 
From pert to stupid sinks supinely down, 
In youth a coxcomb, and in age a clown. 

^ Such readers seorn^d, thou wing'st thy daring fUglit 
Above the stars, and tread'st the fields of Ught ; 
Fame, heaven, and hell, arc tUy^xalted theme. 
And visions such as Jove himself might dream ; 
Man sunk to slavery, though to glory born, 
Heaveu's pride when upright, and deprav'd his scons* 

' Such hints alone could British Virgil lend,^ 
And thou alone deserve from such a mend : 
A debt so borrowed is illustrious fame. 
And fame when shar'd with him is double fame. , 
So flushM with sweets, by beauty's queen bestow'd. 
With more than mortal el]|^ms .£neas gtov'd : 
Such gen'rous strifes Eugene and Marlbro^ try^, 
And, as in glory, so in friendsliip vie. 

* Permit these lines by thee to live—nor blame^ 
A muse that pants and languishes for fame ; 

* Mr. TickeU here aUudea to Stetle^s papers against- the 
sharpers, &c. in the TaUer, and particularly to a letter 
in Tat. No. 73, signed Will Trnsty, and written by A|r. 
John;Knghe8» 

t Vbcount Botingbroke. 

t A covfUment to Addi«on, 
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Thi^ fetr« to tmk when hamUed tbetoM ihe w^p, 

Lost in the mass of mean forgotten things. 

Receiy'd by thee, I prophecy my rhimes 

The praise of virgins in sncceeding times : 

Mix'd with thy works, their life no bonnds shaE lee, 

B«t stand protected as inspir'd by thee. 

* So some weak shoot, whieh else would poorly rise, 
Jove's tree adopts, and lifts him to the skies ; 
Through the new pupil fosfring juices flow, 

Thrust forth the gems^ and give the flowers to blow ; 
Aloft, immortal reigns the plant unknown. 
With borrowed life, and vigour not his own.'* 

•TO THE SPECTATOR GENERAL. 

' Mr. John Sly humbly sheweth, 

' That upon reading the deputation given 
to the said Mr. John Sly, all persons passing by his 
observatory behaved themselves with the same de- 
corum as if your humour yourself bad been present. 

* That your said officer is preparing, according 
to your honour's secret instructions^ liats for the 
several kinds of heads that make figures in the 
realms of Great Britain, with cocks significant of , 
their powers and faculties. 

* That your said officer has taken due notice of 
your instructions and admonitions concerning the 
internals of the head from the outward form of the 
jMune. His hats for men of the faculties of law and 
physic do but just turn up, to give a little life to 
their sagacity; his military hats glare full in the 

'jface; and he has prepared a iamiliar easy cock for 
iill good companions between the above-mentioned 
extremes. For this end he has consulted the most 
learned of his acquaintance for the true form and 
dimensions of the iepidum caput, and made a hat 
fit for it. 

* By Mr. Thomas TtckelL 
VOL. VII. A a 
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« Your said officer does further represent. That, 
the young ditines about town are many of them got 
into the cock military, and desires your instnictioiis 
therein. 

* That the town has been for several days verir 
well behaTed» and Airther your said officer saith 
not,' T, 
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Iwum iuM M», Mfinl idf, mm d fwnmed; 
Ei d iitmrMM ptmSUbii^ mideiiiwr dtw. 

Plaut. 

Nay, says he. If one U too Uttle, I wlU give yon two ; 
And if two wUl not latisiy yon, I wUl add two more. 

< TO THE SPECTATOR. 
* SIB, 

* You have often given us very exceDent 
discourses against that unnatural custom of parents^ 
in forcing their children to marry contrary to their 
inclinations. My own case, without further pre- 
lace, I will lay before you, and leave you to judge 
of it. My father and mother both being in declining 
years, would fain see me, their eldest son, as they 
call it, settled^ I am as much for that as they caa 
be : but I must be settled, it seems, not according 
to my own, but their liking. Upon this account f 
am teased every day, because I have not yet fallea 
into love, in spite of nature, with one of a neighs 
bouring gentleman's daughters ; for, out of their 
abundant generosity, they give me the choice of 
four. *<JacV begins my father, " Mrs. Calba* 
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line is m fine womau/'— '' Yes, tir, but the is nther 
too old.'' — ** She will make the more discreet ma* 
nager^ boy.'' Then my mother plays her part. 
•* Is not Mrs. Betty exceeding fair f*—" Yes, ma- 
dam, but she is of no conversation ; she has no fire, 
no agreeable vivacity ; she neither speaks nor looks 
with spirit.'' — " True,, son, but for these very rea- 
sons she will be an easy, soft, obliging, tractable 
creature." — ''After all,*' cries an old aunt (who 
belong to the class of those who read plays with 
spectacles on), ''what think yon, nephew, of proper 
Mrs. Dorothy T— " What do 1 think ? why, I think 
she cannot he above six foot* two inches high."— - 
" Well, well, you may banter as long as you please, 
but height of stature is commanding and majestic." 
— " Come, come," says a cousin of mine in the ft- 
mily , " I will fit him ; Fidelia is yet behind — pretty 

miss nddy must please you." " Oh ! your very 

humble servant, dear cox, she is as much too young 
as her eldest sister is too old.**—*' Is it so indeed," 
quoth she, "good Mr. Pert? You that are but 
turned of twenty-two, and miss Fiddy in half a 
year's time will be in her teens, and she is capable 
of learning any thing. Then she will be so ob- 
servant; she will ciy perhaps now and then, but 
never be angry." 'Thos they will think for me in 
this matter, wherein I am more particulariy con- 
cerned than any body else. If I name any woman 
in the world, one of these daughters has certainly 
the same, qimlities. You see bv these few hints, 
Mr. Spectator, what a comfortable life I lead. To 
be still more open and free with you, I have been 
passionately fond of a young lady (whom give me 
leave to call Miranda) now for knese three years. 
I have often urged the matter home to m^ parents 

• Feet. • 
AaU 
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with ail the siitoiission of k son, but llie impitieiice 
of a lover. Pray, sir, think of three years : what 
inexfnreBsible scenes of inqaietude^ what variety of 
misery must I Imve gone throagh in lliree whcde 
years ! Mnranida's fortune is e«|«al to those I have 
mentioBed ; but her relations are not intimates with 
mine. Ah! there's the rub! Miranda's person^ 
wit, and hunour, are what the nicest fancy eould 
imagine; and, though we know you to be so ele- 
gant a judge of beauty, yet there is none among 
all your various characters of fine women prefer- 
able to Miranda. In a word, she is never guilty of 
doing &ny thing but one amiss (if she can be 
thought to do amiss by me), in being as blind to 
^y faults, as she is to her own perfections, 

' I am. Sir, 

• Your very humble 
* obedient servant, 

' DUSTERIRASTUS.* 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' When you spent so much time as you 
<lid lately in censuring the ambitious young gen- 
tlemen who ride in triumph through town -and coun- 
try on coach-boxes, I wished you had employed 
those moments in consideration of what passes some- 
times within-side of those vehicles. 1 am sure I 
suffered sufficiently by the insolence and ill- breed- 
ing of some persons who travelled. lately with me 
in the stage-coach out of Essex to London. I am 
sure, when you have heard what I have to say, you 
will think there are persons under the character of 
gentlemen, that are fit to be no where else but on 
the coach-box. Sir, I am a young woman of a 
sober and religious education, and &ve preserved 
that character ; but on Monday was fortnight, it 
was my jgdisfortune tf come to London, I was no 
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sooner clapped into the coach, but» to my great 
sorprisey two persons in the habit of gentlemen at- 
tacked me with such indecent discourse as I cannot 
repeat to you, so you may conclude not fit for me 
to hear. I had no relief but the hopes of a speedy 
end of my short journey. Sir, form to yourself 
what a persecution this must needs be to a virtuous 
and chaste mind ; and, in order to your proper hand* 
ling such a subject, fiuicy your wife or daughter, if 
you had any, in such circumstances, and what 
treatment you would then think due to such dra« 
goons. One of them was called a captain, and 
entertained us with nolhing but filthy stupid ques- 
tions, or lewd songs, all the way. Ready to burst 
with shame and indignation, 1 repined that nature 
had not allowed us as easily to shut our ears as our 
eves. But was this not a kind of rape? Why should 
tnere be accessaries in ravishment any more than 
murder? Why should not every contributor to the 
abuse of chastity sufier death ? I am sure these 
shameless hell-hounds deserved it highly. Can you 
exert yourself better than on such an occasion ? If 
you do not do it elTectually, I will read no more of 
your papers. Has ? very impertinent fellow a pri- 
vilege to torment me, who pay ray coach*hire as 
well as he ? Sir, pray consider us in this respect as 
the weakest sex, who have nothing to defend our- 
selves; and I think it is as gentleman-like to^ chal- 
lenge a woman to fight as to talk obscenely in her 
company, especially when she has not power to stir. 
Pray let me tell you a story which you can make fit 
for public view. I knew a gentleman, who having 
a ▼ary good opinion of the gentlemen of the army, 
invited ten or twelve of them to sup with htm ; and 
at the same time invited two or three friends who 
were very severe against the manners and morals of 
gentlemen of that profession. It happened one of 

A a3 
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them bioi^ht two captuns ef bis regiment newly 
come into the amy> who at first onset engaged the 
company with very lewd healths and suitable dis- 
course. You may easily imagine the confusion of 
the entertainer^ who finding some of his friends very 
uneasy, desired to tell them the story of a great 
man, one Mr. Locke (whom I find you frequently 
mention), that being invited to dine with the then 
Lords Halifax, Anglesey, and Shaftesbury, imme- 
diately after dinner, instead of conversation, the 
cards were called for, where the bad or good suc- 
cess produced the usual passions of gaming. Mr. 
LiOcke retiring to a window, and writing, my Lord 
Anglesey desired to know what he was writing: 
" Why, my lords," answered he, " I could not 
«leep last night for the pleasure and improvement 
I expected from the conversation of the greatest 
men of the age.'' This so sensibly stung them, that 
they gladly compounded to throw their cards in the 
fire, if he would his paper, and so a conversation 
ensued fit for such persons. This story pressed 
so hard upon the young captains, together with 
the concurrence of their superior officers, that the 
young fellows left the company in confusion. Sir, 
I know you hate long things; but if you like it, 
you may contract it, or how you will ; but I think 
it has a moral in it 

' But, sir, I am told you are a famous mechanic 
as well as a looker-on, and therefore humbly pro- 
pose you would invent some padlock, with full 
power under your hand and seal, for all modest 
persons, either men or women, to ^lap upon the 
. mouths of all such impertinent impudent fellows : 
and I wish you would publish a proclamation that 
no modest person who has a value for her counte- 
nance, and consequently would not be put out of 
H, presume to travel after such a day without one 
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of them ia their pookets* I fiincy a smart Spectator 
upon tbis subject would serve for s«ch a padlock ; 
and that public notice may be given in your paper 
wbere they may be had, with directions, price 
two-pence ; and that part of the directions inay he, 
when any person presumes to be guilty of the 
above-mentioned crime, the party aggrieved may 
produce it to his face, with a request to read it to 
the company. He must be very much hardened 
that could outface that rebuke; and Itts further 
punishment I leave you to prescribe, 

' Your humble servant, 

T. ' PEXANCB CRUSL/ 
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Rants enim ferme sensus ctmnuadi in itta 

FuriwML — 

Jfjv. Sat. viii. 7S* 



-We seldom find 



M ach sense with an exalted fortune join'd. 

STEPJiaY. 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM a young woman of nineteen, the 
only daughter of very wealthy parents, and have 
my whole life been used with a tenderness which 
did me no great service in my education. I have 
perhaps an uncommon desire for knowledge of 
what is suitable to my sex and quality ; but as far 
as I can remember, the whole dispute about me 
has been, whether such a thing was proper lor the 
child to do, or npti or whether such or such a 
food was the more wholesome for the young lady 
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to eati This was ill for my ihape, that for ray • 
complexion, and the other for my eyes. I am not 
extravagant when I tell you I do not know that I 
have trod upon the very earth ever since I was ten 
years old. A coach or chair I am obliged to for 
all my motions from one place to another ever since 
I can remember. All who had to do to instruct 
me, have ever been bringing stories of the notable 
things I have said, and the womanly manner of my 
behaving myself upon such and such an occasion. 
This has been my state until I came towards years 
of womanhood ; and ever since I grew towards the 
age of fifteen 1 have been abused after another 
manner. Now, forsooth, I am so killing, no one 
can safely speak to me. Our house is frequented 
by men of sense, and I love to ask questions when 
I fall into such conversation ; but I am cut short 
with something or other about my bright eyes. 
There is, sir, a language particular for talking to 
women in ; and none but t^ose of the very first 
good-breeding (who are very few, and seldom come 
into my way) can speak to us without regard to our 
sex. Among the generality of those they call gen-: 
tlemen, it is impossible for me to speak upon any 
subject whatsoever, without provoking somebody 
to say, ** Oh ! to be sure, nne Mrs. Such-a-one 
must be very particularly acquainted with all that; 
all the world would contribute to her entertainment 
and information.^ Thus, sir, I am so handsome 
that I murder all who approach me ; so wise that 
I want no new notices; and so well-bred that I am 
treated by all that know me like a fool, for no one 
will answer as if I were their friend or companion. 
Pray, sir, be pleased to take the part of us beau- 
ties and fortunes into your con.«iaeration, and do 
not let us be thus flattered out of our senses. I have 
got an hussy of a maid who is most craftily given 
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to this ill quality; I was at first diverted wkfa a 
certain absiardity the creatore was guilty of in every 
tiling she said. She is a country girl ; aud, in the 
dialect of the shire she was bom in, would tell me 
that eyery body reckoned her lady had the purest 
i«d and white in the world ; then she would tell 
me I wafi the most like one Sisly Dobson in their 
town, who made the miller make away with him- 
self, and walk afterwards in the corn-field where 
they used to meet. With all this, this cunning 
hussy can lay letters in my way, and put a billet 
in my gloves, and then stand in it she knows 
nothing of it. I do not know, from my birth to 
this day» that I have been ever treated by any one 
as I ought ; and if it were not for a few books, 
which I delight in, I should be at this hour a 
novice to all common sense. Would it not be 
worth your while to lay down rules for behaviour in 
this case, and tell people, that we fair ones expect 
honest plain answers as well as other people? Why 
miiist I, eood sir, because I have a good air, a fine 
complexion, and am in the bloom of my years, be 
misled in all my actions ; and have the notions of 
good and tiA confounded in my mind, for no other 
offence, but because I have the advantages of 
beauty and fortune ? Indeed, sir, what with the 
sttly homage which is paid to us by the sort of 
people I have above spoken of, and the utter negli^ 
gencc which others have for us, the conversation 
of us young women of condition is no other than 
what must expose ua to ignorance and vanity, if 
not vice. All this is humbly submitted to your 
roepjtatoria) wisdom, bv 

' *Sir, 
* Your humble servant, 

'BHARtOT WEALTHY. 
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' Mil. SFECTATORy < Will's Cofiee^oute. 

^ Prat, •ir, it will serve to fill up a paper 
if you put in this; which is only to ask, whetner 
that copy of verses which is a paraphrase of (saiah, 
in one of your speculations, is not written hy Mn 
Pope? Then yon get on another line, by putting 
in, with proper dbtances, as at the end of a letter, 

« I am. Sir,. 

* Your humble servant, 

< ABRAHAM BAPPERWIT.* 



* MR, DAPPERWIT, 

' I AM glad to get another line forward, by 
saying that excdlent piece is Mr. Pope's ; and so, 
with proper distances, 

* I am. Sir, 

^ Your humble servant, 

' THE spectator/ 



'MR. SPECTATOR, 

^l WAS a wealthy grocer in the city, and 
«s fortunate as diligent; but I was a single man, 
and you know there are won^en. One in particular 
came to my shop, who I wished might, but was 
afraid never would make a grocer's wife. I thought, 
however, to take an effectual way of courting, and 
sold her at less price than I bought, that I might 
buy at less price than I sold. She, you may be sure, 
often came and helped me to many customers at 
jthe same rate, fancying I was obliged to her. You 
huist needs think this was a good living trade, and 
my riches must be vastly improved. In fine, I was 
nigh being declared bankrupt, when I declared my» 
self her lover, and she herself married. I was just 
in a ^ndit^on to support myself, and am now in 
hopes of growing rich by losing my customers, 
* Yours, « JEREMY comfit/ 
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< MR. dPBCTATOB, 

' I AM in the condition of the idol you was 
once pleased to mentiooy and bar keeper of a coffee- 
house. I believe it is needless to tell you the op* 
portunities I must give, and the importunities I 
suffer. But there is one gentleman who besieges 
me as close as the French did Bouchain. His 
gravity makes him work cautious, and his regular 
approaches denote a good engineer. You need not 
doubt of his oratory, as he is a lawyer; and espe« 
cially since he has had so little use of it at West* 
minster,, he may spare the more for me. 

' What then can weak woman dol I am willing 
to surrender, but he would have it at discretion^ 
and I with discretion. In the mean time, whilst we 
parley, our several interests are neglected. As his 
sieffe grows stronger, my tea grows weaker; and 
while he pleads at my bar, none come to him for 
counsel but mforwki panperU. Dear Mr. Spectator, 
advise him not to insist upon hard articles, nor hy 
his irregubr desires contradict the well-meaning 
lines of his countenance. It we were agreed, we 
might settle to something, as soon as we could de- 
temine where we should get most by the law — at 
the ooffee«house, or at Westminster. 

* Your humble servant, 

* LUCINDA PABLSY.' 

A MmiUe from Mr. John Sly. 

* The world is pretty regular for about forty rod 
east and ten west of the observatory of the said 
Mr. Sly ; but he is credibly informed, that when 
they are got beyond the pass into the Strand, or 
those who move city-ward are got within Temple- 
bar, they are just as they were before. It is theve- 
fore humbly proposed, that moving sentries may bo 
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appointed all the busy hours of the day between 
the Exchange and Westminster, and report what 
passes to your honour, or your subordinate officers, 
nrom time to time.' 

Ordered, 
That Mr. Sly name the said officers, provided he 
will answer for their principles and morals. 
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Spem hngtan retecefr 



HoR. 1 Od. xi. 7.. 



Cat short vain hope« 



My four hundred and seventy-first speculation 
turned upon the subject of hope in general. I de- 
sign this paper as a speculation upon that vain and 
foolish hope, which is misemployed on temporal 
objects, and produces many sorrows and calamities 
in human life. 

It is ^ precept several times inculcated by Horace, 
that we should not entertain a hope of any thing 
in life, which lies at a great distance from us. The 
shortness and ui^certainty of our time here makes 
such a kind of hope unreasonable and absurd. The 
grave lies unseen between us and the object which 
we reach after. Where one man lives to enjoy the 
good ke has in view, ten thousand are cut off in the 
pursuit of it. 

It happens likewise unluckily, that one hope no 
sooner diea in us but another rises up in its stead. 
We are apt to fancy that we shall be happy and 



satisfied if we possess ourselves o^siioh and saek 
pariieiilaf eivoymeals ; but either by leason of their 
.«0iptiiiess> or the natural inquietude of the mind, 
we have no sooner gained one point, but we extend 
our hopes to another. We stUl ind new inviting 
seenes and landscapes lying behind those which ajt 
a distance terminated onr view. 

The natural consequences of such reflexions ase 
these ; that we should take care not to let our hopes 
run out into too great a length ; that we should 
sttficiently wdgh the objects of our hopes, whether 
they be such as we may reasonably expect from 
them what we propose in their frnitiony and whether 
they are such as we are pretty sure of attaining, in 
case our life extend itsdf so fiur. If we hope for 
things that are at too great a distance horn us, it 
is possiUe thai we may be intercepted by death in 
.our progressiowards them. If we hope for things 
which we have not thoroughly considered the value 
.of, our disappointment will be greater than our 
ptoMure in Ae fruition of them. If we hope lor 
what we are not likely to possess, we act and think 
in vain« and make Mfe a greater dream and shadow 
.than it really is. 

Many of the miseries and misfortunes of life pro- 
ceed from our want of consideration, in one or all 
of these particulars. They are the rocks on wUeh 
the sanguine tribe of lovers daily split, and on 
which the bankrupt, the poUtieian, the alchymist, 
and projector, are cast away in every age. Men of 
warm imaginations and towenng thoughts are apt 
to overlook the goods of fortune which are near 
then, for sometiung that glitters in the sight at a 
distance;' to neglect solid and substantial happi- 
ness, for what is shosry and superficial ; and to oon- 
lenm that good which lies withm their reach, for 
that which they are not capable of attaining, Hope 
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calculate! its schemes for a long aad durable life ; 
presses forward to imaffinary points of bliss; grasps 
at impossibilities ; and consequently very often en- 
snares men into beggary, ruin, and dishonour. 

Wliat I have here said may serve as a moral to 
an Arabian fable, which I find translated into French 
by Monsieur Oalland. The fable has in it such a 
wild but natural simplicity, that I question not but 
my reader will be as much pleased with it as I have 
been, and that he will consider himself, if he re- 
flects on the several amusements of hope whieh 
have sometimes passed in his mind, as a near rela- 
tion to the Persian gliusman. 

Alnaschar, says the fible, was a very idle fellow 
that never woulci set his hand to any business during 
his father's life. When his father died, lie left him 
to the value of an hundred drachmas in Persian 
money* Alnaschar, in order to make the best of it, 
laid it out in glasses, bottles, and the finest earthen 
ware. These he piled up in a large open basket, 
and, having made choice of a very little shop, placed 
the basket at his feet ; and leaned his back upon the 
wall, in expectation of customers. As he sat in 
this posture, with his eyes upon the basket, he fell 
into a most amusinff tram of tnought, and was over- 
heard by one of his neighbours, as he talked to 
himself in the following manner : * This basket,* 
jiays he, ' cost me at the wholesale merchant** an 
hundred drachmas, which is all I have in the world. 
I shall quickly make two hundred of it, by selling it 
in retail. These two hundred drachmas will in a 
very little while rise to four hundred,which of course 
will amount in time to four thousand. Fofir thou- 
sand drachmas cannot fail of making eight thousand • 
As soon as by these means 1 am master of ten thoa-> 
sand, I will lay aside my trade of a glassman, and 
turn jeweller. I shall then deal in diamonds^ pearls^ 
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and all sorts of rieh stones. When I hare got to- 
gethier as much wealth as I well can desire, I will 
make a purchase of the finest house I can find, with 
lands, slaves, eunuchs, and horses. I shall then 
begin to enjoy mvself, and make a noise in the 
world. I will not however stop there, but still con* 
tinue vay trafiic, until 1 have got together a hundred 
thousand drachmas. When I have thus made my- 
self master of a hundred thousand drachmas, I shall 
naturally set myself on the foot of a prince, and 
will demand the grand visier^s daughter in marriage, 
afier having represented to that minister the infor- 
mation which 1 have received of the beauty, wit, 
disGretion,and other high Qualities which his oaugh- 
ter possesses. I will let him know, at the same time, 
that it is my intention to make him a present of a 
thousand pieces of gold on our marriage night. As 
soon as I have married the grand visier*s daughter, 
I will buy her ten black eunuchs, the youngest and 
the best that can be got for money. I must after- 
wards make my father-in-law a visit, with a great 
traiD and equipage. And when I am placed at his 
right hand, which he will do of course, if it be 
only to honour his daughter, I will g^ve him the 
thousand pieces of gold which I promised him; and 
afterwards, to his great surprise, will present him 
with another purse of the same value, with some 
short speech : as, " Sir, you see I am a man of my 
word : I always give more than I promise." 

' When I have brought the princess to my house, 
I shall take particular care to breed her tn a due 
respect for me before I give the reins to love and 
dalliance. To this end 1 shall confine her to her 
own apartment, make her a short visit, and talk 
but little to her. Her women will represent to mt, 
that she is inconsolable by reason of my unkindness^ 
and beg me with t^ars to caress her, a|id let her sit 
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dow» by me ^ but I 'shaH stiU temaio inexotable, 
and will tura my bads upon her all the first night* 
Her mother will then come and brmg her daughter 
to me, as I am seated upon my sofa. The dau^ter, 
with tears in her eyes, mU fling herself at my feet, 
and beg of me to receive her into my favour. Then 
will I, to imprint in her a thorough veneration i&t 
my person, draw up my legs and spurn her from me 
With my foot, in such a manner that she shall fall 
down several paces from the sofa.* 

Alnaschar was entirely swallowed up in this chi- 
merical vision, and could not forbear acting with 
his foot what he had in his thoughts ; so that un- 
luckily striking his basket of brit(& ware, which was 
the foundation of all his grandeur, he kicked his 
glasses to a great distance from him into the street, 
and broke them into ten thousand pieces. 

O. 
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O vera PhrygicB^ neque enim Phryges f 

ViRG. £n.ix. 617. 

D ! less than women in the shapes of men. 

Drtden. 

As I was the other day standing in my bookseller's 
shop, a pretty young thing about eighteoi years of 
age stepped out of her coach, and, brushing by me, 
beckoned the man of the shop to the further end 
of his counter, where ahe whispered something to 
him, with an attentive locA:, and at the same time 
presented him with a letter: after which, pressing 
the end of her fan upon his hand» she delivered 
the remaining pact of her message, and withdrew. 
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I observed; in the midst of her discourse, that she 
flushed, and cast an eye upon me over her shoulder, 
having been informea by my bookseller that I was 
the man of the short face whom she had so often 
read of. Upon her passing by me, the pretty bloom- 
ing creature smiled in my face, and dropped me a 
curtsy. She scarce gave me time to return her 
salute, before she quitted the shop with an easy 
shuttle, and stepped again into her coach, giving 
the footmen directions to drive where they were 
bid. Upon her departure, my bookseller gave me 
a letter superscribed 'To the ingenious Spectator,' 
which the young lady had desired him to deliver 
into my own hands, and to tell me, that the speedy 
publication of it would not only oblige herself, but 
a whole tea-table of my friends. I opened it there* 
fore with a resolution to publish it, whatever it 
should contain, and am sure if any of my male 
readers will be so severely critical as not to like it, 
they would have been as well pleased with it as my- 
aeli; had they seen the face of the pretty scribe. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, London, Not. 1712. 

' Yon are always ready to receive any 
useful hint or proposal, and such, I believe, you 
will think one that may put you in a way to em- 
ploy the most idle part of the kingdom : I mean 
that part of mankind who are known by the name 
of the women's men, or beaux, &c. Mr. Specta- 
tor, you are sensible these pretty gentlemen are not 
made for any manly employments, and for want of 
business are often as much in the vapours as the 
ladies. Now what I propose is this, that since 
knotting is again in fashion, which has been found 
a very pretty amusement, that you will recommend 
it to these gentlemen as something that may make 
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tb^n tttefal to tke ladies they admine. And since it 
is not inoonsistentwith any game, or other diversion, 
for it may be done in the playhouse, in their coaches, 
at the tea-table, and in short in all places where they 
<;ome for the sake of the ladies (except at church ; 
be pleased to forbid it l^ere, to prevent mistake^), 
it will be easily complied with. It is besides an 
employment that allows, as w^ see by the fair sex, 
of many graces, which will make the beaux more 
readily come into it ; it shews a white hand and a 
diamond ring to great advantage ; it leaves the 
eyes at fall liberty to be employed as before, as 
also the thoughts and the tongue. In short, it 
seems in every respect so proper, that it is need- 
less to urge it further, by speaking of the satisfac- 
tion these male knotters will find, when they see 
their work mixed up in a fringe, and worn by the 
fair lady for whom and with whom it was done. 
Truly, Mr. Spectator, I cannot but be pleased I 
have hit upon something that these gentlemen are 
capable of; for it is sad so considerable a part of 
the kingdom, (I mean for numbers) should be of no 
manner of use. I shall not trouble you further at 
this time, but only to say, that I am always your 
reader, and generally your admirer. * c. bJ 

* P. S. The sooner these fine gentlemen are set 
to work the better ; there being at this time seve- 
ral fine fringes, that stay only for more hands.* 

I shall in the next place present my reader with 
the description of a set of men who are common 
enough in the world, though I do not rjsmember 
that I have yet taken notice of them, as they are 
drawn in the following letter. 
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' MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Since you have lately, to so good pur- 
pose, enlarge upon conjugal love, it is to be hoped 
you will discourage every practioe that rather pro* 
ceeds from a regard to interest than to happiness. 
Now you cannot but observe, that most ofour fine 
young ladies readily fall in with the direction of 
the graver sort^ to retain in their service by «ome 
snail encouragement as great a number as they 
can of supernumerary and insignificant fellows, 
which they use like wfaWers, and commonly call 
" shoeing boms." These are never designed to 
know the lei^th of the foot, but only, when a good 
otfer comes, to whet and spur him up to the point* 
^y. It is the opinion of that grave lady, Madam 
Matohwell, that it is absolutely convenient for 
every prudent funily to have several of these im<^ 
plements about tlie house to clap on as occasion 
nerves ; and thlit every spark ought to produce a 
certificate of his being a shoeing horn before he be 
admitted as a shoe. A certain lady whom I could 
name, if it was necessary, has at present more 
shoeing horns of all sixes, countries, and colours, in 
her service, than ever she had new shoes in her life* 
I have known a woman make use of a shoeing horn 
for several years, and, finding him uusncceltsful in 
that fnnetion, Convert him at length into a shoe^, 
I am mistaken if your friend, Mr. William Honey- 
comb, was not a cast shoeing horn before his late 
marriage. As for myself, I must frankly declare 
to you, that I have been an errant shoeing horn for 
above these twenty years. I served my first mis- 
tress in that capacity above five of the number, 
before she was shod. I confess, though she had 
many who made their application to her, I always 
thought myself the best shoe in her shop; and it 
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was not until a month before her marriage that I* 
disciovered what I was. 

< This had like to have broke my heart, and raised 
such suspicions in me, that I told the next I made 
love to, upon receiving some unkind usage from 
her, that 1 began to look upon myself as no more 
than her shoeing horn. Upon which, my dear^ 
who was a coquette in her nature, told me I was 
hypochondriacal, and I might as well look upon 
myself to be an ef^g, or a pipkin. But in a very 
short time after she gave me to know that I was 
not mistaken in myself. It woUld be tedious to 
you to recount the life of an unfortunate shoeine 
horn, or I might entertain yon with a very long and 
melancholy relation of my sufferings. Upon the 
whole, I think, sir, it would very well become a 
man in your post, to determine in what cases a 
woman may be allowed with honour to make use 
of a shoeing horn, as also to declare, whether a 
maid on this side five-and-twenty, or a widow who 
has not been three years in that state, may be 
granted such a privilege, with other difficulties 
which will naturally occur to you upon that sub- 
ject. 

' I am. Sir, 
' With the most profound veneration, 

O. « Yoiirs, &c/ 
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AftAT. 

For we are bis offspring. 

AcU xyu. 28. 

* TO THE SPECTATOR. 

* SIR, 

* It has been usual to remind persons of 
rank, on great occasions in life, of their race and 
quality, and to what expectations they were bom ; 
that by considering what is worthy of them, they 
may be withdrawn from mean pursuits, and encou- 
raged to laudable undertakings. This is turning 
nobility into a principle of virtue, and making it 
productive of merit, as it is understood to have 
been originally a reward of it. 

* It is for the like reason, I imagine, that you 
have in some of your speculations asserted to your 
readers the dignity of human nature. But you 
cannot be insensible that this is a controverted 
doctrine ; there are authors who consider human 
nature in a very different view, and books of 
maxims have been written to shew the falsity of all 
human virtues.* The reflexions which are made 
on this subject usually take some tincture from 

* An aflusion to the followinn^ book, Reflexions et 
Maximes Morales de M. te Dnc de la Rochefoucanlt. — 
Mad. L'EdcIos says of him, that bt had no more belief in 
virtues than be bad in ghosts. 
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the tempers and characters of those that made 
them. Politicians can resolve the most shining 
actions among men into artifice and design : others, 
who are soured by discontent, repulse, or ill-usage, 
are apt to mistake their spleen for philosophy ; 
oien of profligate lives, and such as find themselves 
incapable of rising to any distinction among their 
fellow-creatures, are for pulling down all appear- 
ances of merit which seem to upbraid them ; and 
satirists describe nothing but deformity. From 
all these hands we have such draughts of mankind, 
as are represented in those burlesque pictures 
which the Italians call carricaturas ; where the art 
consists in preserving, amidst distorted propor- 
tions and aggravated features, some likeness of 
the person, but in such a manner as to transform 
the most agreeable beauty into the most odious 
monster. 

* It is vei^ disingenuous to level the best of man- 
kind with the worst, and for the faults of par- 
ticulars to degrade the whole species. Such me- 
thods tend not only to remove a man's good opinion 
of others, but to destroy that reverence for himself, 
which is a great guard of innocence, and a spring 
of virtue. 

' It is true, indeed, that there are surprising mix- 
tures of beauty and deformity, of wisdom and folly, 
virtue and vice, in the human make : such a dis- 
parity is found among numbers of the same kind; 
and every individual in some instances, or at -some 
times, is so unequal to himself, that man seems to 
be the most wavering and inconsistent being in the 
whole creation. So that the question in morality 
concerning the dignity of our nature mav at first 
sight appear like some difficult questions m natural 
philosophy, in which the arguments on both sides 
Sicem to be of equal strength. But, as 1 began with 
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eonsidering thit point ai it relates to action, I shall 
here borrow an admirable reflexion from Monsieur 
Paschal, which I think sets it in its proper light. 

''It is of dangerous consequence," says he, ''to 
repiesents to man how near he is to the level of 
beasts, without shewing him at the same time his 
greatness. It is likewise dangerous to let him see 
his greatness without his meanness. It is moi>e 
dangerous yet to leave him ignorant of either; but 
very beneficial that he should be made sensible pf 
both.'* Whatever imperfections we may have ii 
our nature, it is the business of religion and virtm 
to rectify tiiem, as far as is consistent with oui 
present state. In the mean time, it is no small en- 
couragement to generous minds to consider, that 
we shall put them all off with our mortality. . That 
sublime manner of salutation with which the Jews 
approach their kings, 

«Okhig, live for ever r 

nay be addressed to the lowest and most despised 
mortal among us, under all the infirmities and dis- 
tresses with which we see him surrounded. And 
whoever believes in the immortality of the soul, 
will not need a better argument for the dignitv of 
his nature, nor a stronger incitement to actions 
suitable to it. 

' I am naturally led by this reflexion to a subject 
I have already touched upon in a former letter, and 
cannot without pleasure call to mind the thought of 
Cicero to this purpose, in the close of his book con- 
cerning old age. Every one who is acquainted with 
hi» writings will remember that the elder Cato is 
introduced in that discourse as the Speaker, and 
Scipto and Lelius as his auditors. This venerable 
person is represented looking forward as it were 
from tlie verge of extreme old age into a futitr» 
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ftlate^ attd risiBg into a coBtai^ilaiida «b te ih^ 
perishable pert of bis aatuie, aad lU existeiice after 
deatb. I shall eotteet part of bis disooaraa. An^ 
as yov have formeriy offend some arfaaneaits for 
the sours imraortalky, agreeable hotb to leatoa ami 
the Christian doctriue^ I believe your readers will 
not be diii^pkased to see how' the same great Initii 
ahines in the pomp of Roman eiofuaaee* 

" Tbis,*^ says Cato, " is my firm persaasioD, that 
flriaee the baman soul exerts itself wilii so gftit 
activity ; shice it has such a reaMrnhnmce of Ae 
ptst, sveh a coocern lor the ftitavc; since it is 
ewriebed with so maiiy arts, sciences, end 6is- 
oovevies; it is iiiq»cMwible tihat the Being which 
coataias ail these must be immortal. 

** The aMer Cyras, jast before hk death, is as- 
presented by Xeoopbon speaking, after this manaev : 
* Think not, my dearest childf en, that wdea I de- 
part from yon 1 shaU be no mo^ »• but remember, 
that n\y soul, even while I lived among you, was 
iavisible to you : yet by my aclions you were sen- 
sible it existed in this bocfy. Believe it therefiwe 
existii^ stiH^ though it be stiM unseen. How 
quickly %vould the honours of iHustrious men perish 
afker deatbt if their souls performed notybg to 
preserve their iaitie ! For my own part, I never 
could think that the soul while in a mortal bo<ly 
lives, but when departed out of it dies : or that its 
consciousness is lost when it is discharged out of an 
unconscious habitatfon. But when it is freed from 
all corporeal alliance, then it truly exists. Further, 
since the human frame is broken by death, tell as 
what becomes of its parts ? It is visible whither 
the materials of other beings a^e translated ; 
namely, to the source from whence they had their 
birth. The soul alone, neither present or departed^ 
is the obj/ect of our eyes.' 
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« Thus Cyrus. B^ to pcocced i— >No os/e thail 
persuade me* SdfNo, thai your Vi^rtby father^ ^r 
your (^andlifttherj Paufais aad Afric«B4is» or Afri- 
csnsf kis ^ther or unde^ or maoy other exeellest 
aeii whom I need not name, perfoniied «o many 
actidas to be remembered by posterity, without 
beiog seBBible that futurity was their right. And, 
if I may be allowed an old man's piivttege to so 
apeak of myself, do you think I would have endured 
die fatigue of so many wearisome ^ilays and nigkts, 
both a;t home and abroad, if I imagined that the 
aame boundary which is set to my life must termi- 
nate my glory 1 Wese it not more desirable to have 
worn o^t my diays in ease and tranquillity, free 
from labour, and without emulation 1 But, I know 
not how, my soul has always raised itself, and 
looked forward on futurity, in this view and expec« 
tation, that when it shall depart out of life it shall 
then live for ever ; and if this were not true, that 
the mind is immortal, the soul of the most worthy 
would not above all others have the strongest im- 
pulse to glory. 

" What besides this is the cause that the wisest 
men die with the greatest equanimity, the ignorant 
with the greatest concern ? Does it not seem that 
those minds which have the most extensive views 
foresee they are removing to a happier condition^ 
which those of a narrow sight do not perceive ? I, 
for my part, am transported with the hope of seeing 
your ancestors, whom I have honoured and loved ; 
and am earnestly desirous of meeting not only those 
excellent persons whom I have known, but those 
too of whom I have heard and read, and of whom 
I myself have written; nor would I be detained 
from so pleasiuj^ a journey. O happy day, when 
I shall escape m>m this crowd, this heap of pol- 
lution, and be admitted to that divine assembly of 

. VOL. VII. c c 
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exalted spirits ! when I shall igo not only to those 
great persons I have named,, but to my Cato, my 
sooy than whom a better man was never bom, and 
whose funeral rites I myself performed, whereas 
he ought rather to have attended mine. Yet has 
not his soul deserted me, but, seenling to cast back 
a look on me, is gone before to those habitations to 
which it was sensible I should follow him. And 
though I might appear to have borne my loss with 
courage, I was not unaffected with it ; but I com- 
forted n^yself in the assurance, that it would not 
be long before we should meet again, and be di- 
vorced no more.'' 

* I am. Sir, &c«! 



j¥* 598. SPECTATOB. S91 



N- 538. MONDAY, NOV. 17, 1712. 



C7ttn4 



Fmem iemiere epiu, 

HoR. 2 Sat. i. 1. 

To launch beyond all bounds. 

Surprise is so mnch the life of stories, that every 
one aims at it who endeavours to please by telling 
them. Smooth delivery, an elegant choice of words, 
and a sweet arrangement, are all beautifying graces, 
but not the particulars in this point of conversation 
which either long command th« attention, or strike 
with the violence of a sudden passion, or occasion 
the burst of laughter which accompanies humour. 
i have sometimes fancied that the mind is in this 
case like a traveller who sees a fine seat in haste ; 
he acknowledges the delightfulness of a walk set 
with regularity, but would be uneasy if he were 
obliged to pace it over, when the first view had jet 
him into all its beauties from one end to the other. 

However, a knowledge of the success which 
stories will have when they are attended with a turn 
of surprise, as it has happily made the characters of 
some, so has it also been the ruin of the cha- 
racters of others. There is a set of men who out- 
rage truth, instead of affecting us with a manner in 
telling it; who overleap the line of probability, that 
they may be seen to move out of the common road ; 
and endeavour only to make their hearers stare by 
imposing upon them with a kind of nonsense against 
the philosophy of nature, or such aheap of wonders 
told upon their own knowledge, as it is not likely 
pne man should have ever met with. 

c c 2 
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I have been led to this observatipn by a company 
into which I fell^ accidentally. The subject of anti- 
pathies was a proper field, wherein such false sur- 
prises might expatiate, and there were those present 
who appeared very fond to shew it in its full extent 
of traditional history. Some of them, in a learned 
manner, offered to our consideration the miraculou9 
powers which the effluviums of cheese have over 
bodies whose pores are disposed to receive them ia 
a noxious manner: others gave an account of such 
who could indeed bear the sight of cheese, but not 
the taste; for which they brought a reason from the 
ftiilk of their nurses. Others again discoursed, with-? 
6ut endeavouring at reasons, concerning ain un-> 
conquerable aversion which some stomachs have 
against a joint of meat when it is whole, and the 
^ager inclination they have for it when, by Its beinff 
icut up. the shape which had affected them is altered. 
From hepce they passed to eeh, then to parsnips, 
lind so fi'om one aversion t6 another, until we had 
worked up ourselves to such a pitch of complaisance, 
that when the dinner wras to come in we inquired 
the name of every dish, and hoped it would be no 
offence to any In company, before it was admitted. 
llVhen we had sat down, this civiKty among U9 
turned the discourse from eatables to other sorts of 
aversions ; and the eternal cat, which plagues every 
conversation of thijs nature, began then to engros9 
the subject. One had sweated at the sight of it, 
another had smelled it out as it lay concealed ia a 
very distant cupboard ; and he who crowned the 
whole set of these stories, reckoned up the number 
of times in which it had occasioned him to swoon 
away. * At last,' says he, ' that you may all be 8a- 
iisfied of my invincible aversion to a cat, I shall giVe 
an unanswerable instance. As I was going through 
a street of Lot^don^ where I never had been until 
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then, I felt a general di^mp and faintness all over 
me, which I could not tell how to accoiint for, un- 
til I chanced to cast my eyes upwards, and found 
that I was passing under a sign-post on which the 
pictnre of a cat was hung.' 

The extravagance of this turn in the way of sur- 
prise gave a stop to the talk we had heen carrying 
on. Some were silent because they doubted, and 
others because they were conquered in their own 
way ; so that the gentleman had an opportunity to 
press the belief of it upon ih^, and let us see that he 
was rather exposing himself than ridiculing others. 

I must freely own that I did not all this while 
disbelieve every thing that was said; but yet I 
thought some in the company had been endea- 
vouring who should pitch the bar furthest; that it 
had for some time been a measuring cast, and at 
last my friend of the cat and sign-post had thrown 
beyond them alL 

I then considered the manner in which this story 
had been received, and the possibility that it might 
have passed for a jest upon others, if he had not 
laboured against himself. From hence, thought I, 
there are two ways which the welUbred world gene* 
rally takes to correct such a practice, when they do 
not think fit to contradict it flatly* 

The first of these is a general silence, which I 
would not advise any one to interpret in his own 
behalf. It is often the effect of prudence in avoidmg 
a quarrel, when they see another drive so fast that 
there is no stoppinghim without being mn against ; 
and but very seldom the effect of w^tkness in be- 
lieving suddenly. The generality of mankind are 
not so gprossly ignorant, as some overbearing spirits 
would persuade themselves ; and if the authority 
of a character or a caution against danger make 
us suppress out opinions, yet neither of tbe|e 

cc 3 
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are of ft>fce enough to BuppnM our thoiighto of 
them. If a man who has eftdeavaared to amuse 
his conpany with improbabilities ooiikl bat look 
into their minds, he wonld find t)iat they imapne 
)ie lightly esteems of their sense when he thinks to 
impose apon them^ and that he is lesa esteemed by 
them for his attempt in doing so. His eiideaiK>ar to 
glory at their expense becomes a rrooad of quarrel, 
and the sfsom and indidference with which tb^ en* 
tertain it begins tiie immediate punishment: and 
indeed (if we sbonld even go no further) i^leace, 
or a negligent indiffereoee, has a deeper way of 
wounding than opposition, because ^position pro? 
ceeds from an anger' that has a sort of generous 
sentiment for the adversary mingling along with it, 
while it shews that there is some esteein in your 
mind for him: in short, that you think him worth 
while to contest with. But Mience, or a negligent 
indiiFerence, proceeds from anger, miked with a 
scorn that shews another he is thought by you too 
contemptible to be regarded. 

The other method which the world has taken lor 
porrecting this practice of false surprise, is to over* 
shoot such talkers in their own bow, or to raise the 
story with furl^r degrees of impossibility, and' set 
up for a voucher to ttiem in such a manner as mnat 
let them eee they stand detected. Thus 1 have 
heard a discourse was once managed upon the 
effects of fear. One of the company had given an 
account how it had turned his friend's hair grey in a 
night, while the terrors of s shipwreck encompassed 
him. Another, taking the hint from hence, began 
upon his own knowledge to enlarge his instances of 
the like nature toauch a number, that it was not {mpo- 
bftble he could ever have met with them : and an he 
still grounded these upon different causes for th« 
ak« of variety, it might seem at last, from hif sfiare 
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of th.e conversation, almost impossible tlhatany one 
who can feel the passion of fear should all his life 
jBscapct so co0imon an effect of it. By this time some 
of the company grew negligent, or desirous to con- 
tradict him ; but one rebuked the rest with an ap;- 
pearance to severity, and, with the known old story 
in his head, assured them he did not scruple to be^ 
lievc that the fear of any thing can make a man*s 
hair grey, since he knew one whose perriwig had 
suffered so by it. Thus he stopped the talk, and 
made them easy. This is the same method takeii 
to bring us to shame, which we fondly take to in-; 
crease our character. It is indeed a kind of mimicry, 
by which another puts on onr air of conversation 
to shew us to ourselves. He seems to look ridicu- 
lous before you, that you may remember how near a 
resemblanpe you bear to himi or that you may know 
that he will not lie under the imputation of believing 
you. Th^n it is that you are struck duijdb imme-» 
diately with a conscientious shame for what you have 
been 9aying. Then it is that you are inwardly 
grieved at the sentiments which you cannot but 
perceive others entertain concerning you. In short, 
you are against yourself; the laugh of the company 
mns against you ; the censuring world is obliged tq 
you for that triumph which you have allowed them 
PLt your own expense ; and truth, which you have 
injured, has, a near way of being revenged on you, 
when by the bare repetition of your story you be- 
come a' frequent diversion for the public. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* The other day, walking in Pancraai 
chureh-yard, I thought of your paper wherein you 
mention epitaphs, and am of opinion this has a 
thought in it ^orth being communicated to your 
readerst 
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*^ Here innocence and beanty lies, iivhose i^reatli 
Was snatcli'd by early, not untimely, death. 
Hence did she go, just as she did begin 
Sorrow to know, before she knew to sin. 
Death, that does sin and sorrow thus prevent, 
|s the next blessing to a (ife well spent.'' 

^ J am. Sir, 

« Your servant.* 
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HeUrocUta mnto^ 

QuiB Gemus. 

Pe they heteroclites, 
• MR. SPECTATOR, . 

' I AM a young widow of good fortune and 
family, and just come to town; where I find I have 
plusters of pretty fellows come already to visit me. 
some dying with hopes, others with fears, though 
^hey never saw me. Now, what I would beg of 
you would be to know whether I may venture to 
use these pert fellows with the sanie freedom as I 
did nty country acquaintance. I desire your leave 
to use them as to me shall seem meet, without im- 
putation of a jilt; for since I make declaration that 
not one of them shall have me, I think I ought to 
be allowed the liberty of insulting those who have 
the vanity to believe it is in their power to make me 
break that resolution. There are schools for learn- 
ing to use foils, frequented by those who never 
design to fight; and this useless way of aiming at 
the heart, without design to wound it on either side. 
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^ tke phiy with wlncb I am resolved to divert my- 
self. The man who pretends to win, I shall u»e 
him like one who comes into a fencing-school to 
pick 8 quarrel. I hope upon this foundation yoti 
will give me the free use of the natural and artificial 
force of my eyes, looks, and gestures. As for 
verbal promises, I will make none, but shall have 
no mercy on the conceited interpreters of glances 
and motions. I am particularly skilled in the down-r 
jcast eye, and the recovery into a sudden full aspect 
pnd away again, as you may have seen sometimes 
practised by u^ country beauties beyond all that yoi| 
have observed in courts and pities. Add to this, sir, 
that I have a ruddy heedless look, which covers arti- 
fice die best of any thing. Though I can dance 
very well, I affect a tottering untaught way of walk*' 
lag, by which I appear an easy prey; and never 
exert my instracted charms, until I find I have en- 
gaged a pursuer. Be pleased, sir, to print this 
letter, which will certainly begin the chase of a rich 
widow. The many foldings, escapes, returns, and 
doublings, which I make, I shall from time to tiine 
copnmuni^cate to you, for the better instruction of 
all females, who set up, like me, for reducing the 
present exorbitant power and insolence of man. 
* I am. Sir, 

^ Your faithful correspondent, 

* RBUCTA LOVRLY.* 
' DEAR MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I DEPEND upon your professed respect 
for virtuous love for your immediately answering 
the design of this letter: which is no other than to 
Jay before the world the severity of certain parents, 
«rho desire to suspend the marriage of a discreet 
young woman of eighteen three years longer, fox 
iio other reason but that of her bebg too young to 
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enter into that atate. As to the consideration of 
riches, my circumstances are such, that I cannot be 
suspected to make my addresses to her on such low 
motives as avarice or ambition. If ever innocence, 
ivity and beauty, united their utmost charms, they 
have io her^ I wish you would expatiate a little on 
this subject, and admonish her parents that it may 
be from the very imperfection of human nature 
itself, and not any personal frailty of her or me, that 
our inclinations baffled at present may alter; and 
while we are arguing with ourselves to put off the 
enjoyment of our present passions, our affections 
paay change their objects in the operation. It is a 
very delicate subject to talk upon; but if it were 
but hinted, I am in hopes it would give the parties 
concerned some reflexion that (might expedite our 
happiness. There is a possibility, and I hope I 
may say it without imputation of immodesty to her 
I love with the highest honour; I say there is a 
possibility this delay may be as painful to her as it 
is to me ; if it be as much, it must be more, by 
reason of the severe rules the sex are under, in 
being denied even the re}ief of complaint. If you 
oblige me in this, and I succeed, I promise you a 
place at my wedding, and a treatment suitable to 
your spectatorial dignity. 

* Your most humble servant, 

* EUSTACE.' 
. • SIH, 

'I YESTERDAY heard a young gentleman, 
that looked as if he was just come to the gown and 
a scarf upon evil speaking; which subject you 
know Arphbishop Tillotson has so nobly handled in 
a ser^ion in his folio. As soon as ever he had 
liame4 his text, and had opened a little the d|ift of 
llkis discoursci I was in great hopef he bad been one 
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of Sir Roger's chaplains. I have conceived so great 
an idea of the charming discourse above, that I 
should have thought one part of my sabbath very 
well spent in hearing a repetition of it. But, alas ! 
Mr. Spectator, this reverend divine gave us his 
grace's sermon, and yet I do not know how ; even 
I, that I am sure have read it at least twenty times, 
could not tell what to make of it, and was at a loss 
sometimes to guess what the man aimed at. He 
was so just indeed, as to give us all the heads and 
the sub-divisions of the sermon, and further I think 
there was not one beautiful thought in it but what 
we had. But then, sur, this gentleman made so 
many pretty additions; and he could never give us 
a paragraph of the sermon, but he introduced it 
with something which methought looked more like 
a design to shew his own ingenuity than to in- 
struct the people. In short, he added and curtailed 
in such a manner, that he vexed me; insomuch 
that I could not forbear thinking (what I confess I 
ought not to have thought in so holy a place), that 
this young spark was as justly blameable as Bullock 
or PenkeUiman, when they mend a noble play of 
Shakespeare or Jonson. Pray, sir, take this into 
your consideration ; and, if we must be entertained 
with the works of any of those great men, desire 
these gentlemen to give them us as the^ find them, 
that so when we read theni to our families a^ home 
they may the better remember they have heard 
them at church. 

' Sir, 

* Your humble servant.' 
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•i— r-^M deficit alter. 

ViRG. Mn, vi. 14t. '• 

A second is not mmiiiog* 
* ME. fiPECTATOB, . f 

' Thbbb is no part of yo«r vvritiogA wbieli 
I have in more esteem than joutr ciiticisoi ^ipwk 
Miltoo. It is an hooourabla and candid endeavour 
to iet the works of oar noble writers in the graceful 
lighft wbieb .they deser)!^. You wiUiosemu^ of my 
kind inclinfttion toward s-y^a, if you do not attempt 
tbe encomium of Spenser aUoi or at ieast indulge 
my passion for that charming author so far as to 
print tbe Jaose btnls I now give you on that subject. 

* Spenser's general plaa is tbe rcq[ireaentatioii of 
ux virtues— hcMiaess, temperanoe« ehaatity^ friend- 
afaip, justJK«, and courtesy-^-in aix l^gjsnda by sis 
persons. The sik personages are «i^pposed, under 
proper allegories suitable to their resfieetive cba- 
lacters, to dojuli that is oecessary Tor the iuU mani- 
featation id tbe respective virtues which tbey are>to 
exert. 

* These one might undertake to shew under the 
several heads are admirably drawn ; no images in- 
proper, and most surprisingly beautiful. The Red- 
cross Knight runs through tbe whole steps of the 
Christian life ; Guyon does all that temperance can 
possibly require ; Britomartis (a woman) observes 
the true rules of unaffected chastity ; Arthegal is 
in every respect of life strictly and wisely just; 
Calidore is rightly courteous. 
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<In shorty in Fairy-land^ where knights-errant 
have a full Hcope to ranse, and to do even what 
Ariostod or Orlahdos could not do in the world with- 
out breaking into credibility, Spenser's knights have« 
under those six heads, given a full and tmiy poeti- 
cal system of Christian, public, and low life. 

' His legend of friendship is more diffuse, and 
yet even there the allegory is finely drawn* only 
the heads various : one knight could not there sup- 
port all the parts. 

' To do honour to his country. Prince Arthur is 
an universal hero; in holiness, temperance, chastity, 
and justice, super-excelleut. For the same reason j 
and to oonpJiment Queen ^ Elizabeth, Gloriana, 
queen of fairies, whose court was the asylum of the 
oppressed, represents that glorious queen. At her 
commands all these knights set forth, and only at 
her's the Eedcross Knight destroys the dragon, 
Guy on overturns the Sower of Bliss, Arthef8l(i« e. 
Justice) beats down Oeryoneo (?. e. Philip fl. king 
of Spain) to rescue Beige (t. e, Holland), and he 
beats the Grantorto (the same Philip in another 
light) to restore Irena (e. a. Peaoe to Europe.) 

' Chastity being the first female virtue. Brito- 
martifl is a Briton ^ her part is fine, though it re- 
quires explication. His style is very poetical ; no 
puns, affectations t>f wit, forced antitheses, or any 
of that low tribe. 

* His old words are all true English, and num- 
bers exquisite; and since of words there is the 
muha renascentur, since they are all proper, such 
a poem should not (any more than Milton's) consist 
all of it of common ordinary words. See instances 
of descriptions* 
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Causeless jealousy in Britomartis, v. 6, 14« in, its 

restlessness. 

" hike as a urayward child, whose sounder sleep 
Is broken with some fearful dream's affright, 
With froward will doth set himself to weep, 
Ne can be stilPd for all his nurse's might, 
But kicks and squalls, and shrieks for fell despite ; 
Now scratching her, and her loose locks misusing, 
Now seeking darkness, and now seeking light : 
Then craving suck, and then the sack refusing : 
Such was this lady's loves in her love's fond accusing. 



pf 



Curiosity occasioned by jealousy, upon occasion of 
her lover's absenfse. Ibid. Stan, 8, 9. 

^ Then as she look'd long, at last she spy'd 

One coming towards her with hasty speed : 
Well ween'd she then, ere him she plain descry'd^ 

That it was one sent from her love indeed : 
Whereat her heart was fiU'd vidth hope and dread, 

Ne would she stay till he in place could come. 
But ran to meet him forth to know his tiding's somme : 

Even in tiie door him meeting, she begun. 
* And where is he, thy lord, and how far hence ? 

Declare at once ; and hath he lost or won?" 

Care and his house are described thus, iv. 6, 33, 34^ 

36. 

'* Not far away, nor meet for any guest. 

They spy'd a little cottage, like some poor man's nest* 

34. 

'^ There entering in, they found the good man's self. 

Full busily unto his work ybent. 

Who was so weel a wretched wearish elf. 

With hollow eyes and rawbone cheeks far spent. 

As if he had |n prison long been pent. 

Full black and griesly did his face appear, 

Besmear'd with smoke that nigh his eye-sight blent. 

With rugged beard and hoary shaggy heare, 

The which he never wont to comb» or comely shear. 
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36. 

<* Rude wan his garmeut, and to rags all rent ; 

No better had he, ne for better cared ; 

His blistered hands among the cinders brent^ 

And^fingers filthy vrith long nails prepared, 

Right fit to rend the food on -which he fared. 

His name was Care ; a blacksmith by his trade. 

That neitiier day nor night from working spared, 

But to smaJl purpose iron wedges made : 

These be unquiet thoughts that careful minds invade." 

' ' Homer*s epithets were much admired by anti- 
quity: see what great justness and variety there 
are in these epithets of the trees in the forest, 
where the Redcross Knight lost Truth. B. i. 
Cant. i. Stan, 8, 9. 

^ The sailing pine, the cedar proud and tall. 
The vine-prop elm, the poplar never dry. 
The builder-oak, sole king of forests all, 
The aspine good for staves, the cypress funeral. 

9. 

** The laurel, meed of mighty conquerors. 

And poets sage ; the fir that weepetb still, 

The willow worn of forlorn paramours. 

The yew obedient to the bender's will, 

'Vhe birch for shafts, the sallow for the mill, 

The myrrhe sweet, bleeding in the bitter wound^ 

The war-like beech, the ash, for nothing ill, 

The fruitful olive, and the plantane round. 

The carver holm, the maple seldom inward sonnd/^ 

* I shall trouble you no more, but desire you to 
)et me conclude with these verses, though I think 
they hare already been quoted by you. They are 
directions to young ladies oppressed wi^h calumny, 
vi. 6, 14. 

'' The best (said he) that I can you advise. 
Is to avoid the occasion of the ill : 
For when the cause whence evil doth aose ^ 
Removed b^ the effect surceaseth stUl* 

Pd2 
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. Abstain frdm pleasure anU restrain yoar will, 
Subdue desire and bridle loose delight^ 
Use scanted diet, and forbear your fill, 
iShun secresy, and talk in open^sigM ; 
3o shaU y«a soon repair your present aTil plight.'' 

T. 
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Format emm naiura priiu nos iahcs ad enmem 
FcTtumamm hobHum : javat, out mpeUit ad tram, 
Aut ad humum marore gravi deducit, et an(U : 
Pari effort tmimi motut interprete linguA, 

HoR. An Poet v. 108. 

For nature forms and softens us within, 
^ And writes our fortune's changes in our face : 
Pleasure enchants, impetaoua rage tranaports, 
Aad grief dejects, and wrings the tortur'd so«l: 
And these are all interpreted by speech. 

ROSCOMHOH, 

My friend the Templar, whom I have so often 
mentioned in these writiogs, halving determined to 
lay aside his poetical studies, in order to a closer 
pursuit of the law, has put together, as a farewell 
jessay, some thoughts concerning pronunciation and 
action, which he has given me leave to communi- 
cate to the public. They are chiefly collected from 
his favourite author Cicero, who b known to have 
hten an intimate friend of Roscius the actor, and 
a good judge of dramatic performances, as well as 
the most do^uent pleader of the time in which he 
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Cicero concludes his celebrated books De Ora- 
tore with some precepts for pronunciation and ac-< 
tion, without which part he affirms that the best 
orator in the world can never succeed ; and an in- 
di£ferent one, who is master of this, shall gain much 
greater applause. * What could make a stronger 
impression/ says he, ' than those exclamations of 
Gracchus 1—*' Whither shall I turn ? Wretch that 
I am ! to what place betake myself? Shall I go to 
the Capitol ? Alas ! it is overflowed with my bro- 
ther's blood. Or shall I retire to my house ? Yet 
there I behold my mother plunged in misery, weep« 
ing and despairing I"' These breaks and turns of 
passion, it seems* were so enforced by the eyes, 
yoice, and gesture of the speaker, that his very 
enemies could not refrain from tears. * I insist/ 
says TuUy, * upon this the rather, because our ora- 
tors, who are as it were actors of the truth itself, 
have quitted this manner of speaking; and the 
players, who are but the imitators of truth, have 
taken it up/ 

I shall therefore pursue the hint he has here given 
me, and for the service of the British stage I shall 
copy some of the rules which this great Roman 
master has laid down ; yet without confining myself 
wholly to his thoughts or words : and to adapt this 
essay the more to the purpose for which I mtend 
it, instead of the examples he has inserted in this 
discourse out of the ancient tragedies, I shall make 
use of parallel passages out of the most celebrated 
of. our own. 

The design of art is to assist action as much as 
possible in the representation of nature ; for the ap- 
pearance of reality is that which moves us in all re- 
presentations, and these have always the greater 
force the nearer they approach to nature, and the 
less they shew of imitation. 

Dd3 
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NatQfe herself has aiBsigned to every motioa of 
the soul lis pecutiar cast of the cottntenance, tone 
♦f voice« and manner of gesture^ through the whole 
person ; all the features of the face and tones of the 
Yoice answer, like strings upon mumcal instruments, 
to the impressions made on them by the mind. 
Thus the sounds of voice, according to the various 
touches which raise them, form themselves into an 
acute or grave, quick or slow, loud or soft, tone. 
There too may be subdivided into various kinds of 
tones, as the gentle, the rough, the contracted, the 
diffuse, the continued, the intermitted, the broken, 
abrupt winding, softened, or elevated. Every one 
of these may be employed with art and judgment ; 
and all supply the actor, as colours do the painter, 
with an expressive variety. 

Anger exerts its peculiar voice in an acute, raised, 
and hurrying sound. The passionate character of 
King Lear, as it is admirably drawn by Shakspeare^ 
abounds with the strongest instances of this kind. 



-Death! Cbnfasion! 



Fiery! what qnality ?— why Gloster ! Gloster! 
I'd speak with the duke of Cornwall and his wife. 
Are they inform'd of this ? my breath and blood ! 
Fiery ! the fiery Duke ! &c. 

Sorrow and complaint demand a voice quite dif* 
ferent; flexible, slow, interrupted, and modulated 
in a mournful tone : as in that patbetical soliloquy 
of Cardinal Wolsey on his fall. 

^ Farewell I — a long farewell to all my greatness ! 

Tlus is the state ofman ! ^to-day he pats forth 

Hie tender leaves of hope; to-morrow blossoms* 
And bears his blushing honours thick npoo hin ; 
The third day comes a frost, a kiHlng frost. 
And when he thinks, good easy man, fall surely 
His greatness is a ripening;, nips his root, 
And then he falls as I do.' 
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We have likewise a fine example of this m the 
whole of Andromache in The Distrest Mother, par* 
ticularly in these lines — 

* I'll go, and in the anguUli of my heart 
Weep o'er my child If he most die, my life 

Is wrapt in hu, I shall not long sonrive : 
Tis for his sake that I have snffer'd life, 
Groah'd in captivity, and out-liv'd Hector. 
Yes, my Astyanaz, we'll go together I 
Together to the realms of night we'll go; 
There to thy ravish'd eyes thy site I'lljahew* 
And point him out among the shades below/ 

Fear expresses itself in a low, hesitating, and ab« 
ject sound. If the reader considers the following 
speech of Lady Macbeth, while her husband is 
about the murder of Duncan and his grooms, he 
will imagine her even affrighted with the found of 
her own voice while she is speaking it. 

' Alas! I am afraid they have awak'd, 
And 'tis not done; th' attempt, and net the deed, 
Confounds ns — Hark !•— I laid the daggers ready, 
He could not miss them. Had he not resembled 
My father as he slept, I had done it' 

Courage assumes a louder tone, as in that speech 
of Don Sebastian. 

* Here satiate all yonr fury ; 
Let Fortune empty her whole quiver oo ne ; 
I have a soul that like an ample shield 
Can take in all, and verge enough for more.' 

Pleasure dissolves into a luxurious, mild, tender, 
and joyous modulation ; as in the following lines in 
Caius Marius. 

* Lavinia! O tliere's music in the name, 
That softening me to infant tenderness. 
Makes my heart spring like the first leap of lift/ 
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And perplexity is different from all these ; grave, 
Jbut not bemoaning, with an earnest uniform sound 
of toice ; as in that celebrated speech of Hamlet. 

* To be, or not to be! ■ t hat is the question. 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The stings and arrows of outrageous fortune; 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing end them ? To die, to sleep ; 
No more ; and by a sleep to say we end 
The heart-ach, and a thousand natural shocks 
That flesh is heir to ; 'tis a consummation 
Devoutly to be wish'd ! To die, to sleep 1 



To sleep ; perchance to dream ! Ay, there's the rub ; 
■For, in that sleep of death, what dreams may come. 
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, 

• Must give us pause ^There's the respect 

That makes calamity of so long life ; 
For who would bear the whips and scorns of time. 
Til' oppressor's wrongs, the proud man's contumely^ 
The pangs of despis'd love, the law's delay, 
The insolence of office, and the spurns 
That patient merit of the unworthy stakes, 
When he himself might his quietus" make 
With a bare bodkin P Who would fardles bear, 
To groan and sweat under a weary life. 
But that the dread of something after death. 
The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 
No traveller returns, puzzles the will, 

. And makes us rather choose those ills we have 
Than fly to others that we know not of?' 

As all these varieties of voice are to be directed 
by the sense, so the action is to be directed by the 
voice, and with a beautiful propriety, as it were, to 
enforce it. The arm, which by a strong figure 
TuUy calls the orator's weapon, is to be sometimes 
raised and extended ; and the hand, by its motion, 
sometimes to lead, and sometimes to follow, the 
words as they are uttered. The stamping of the foot 
too has its proper expression in contention, anger, 
or absolute command. But the face is the epitome 
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of the whole man, and the eyes are as it were the 
epitome of the face ; for whieh reaison, he aays, the 
best judges among the Romans were not extremely 
pleased even with Roscius himself in hb mask. No 
part of the body, besides the face, is capable of as 
many changes as there are different emotions in the 
mind, and of expressing them all by those changes. 
Nor is this to be done without the freedom of the 
eyes; therefore Theophrastus called one, who 
barely rehearsed his speech with bis eyes fixed, an 
' absent actor.' 

As the countenance admits of so great variety, it 
requires also great judgment to govern it. Not that 
the form of the face is to be shifted on every occa- 
sion, lest it turn to farce and buffoonery ; but it is 
certain that the eyes have a wonderful power of 
marking the emotions of the mind ; sometimes by a 
stedfast look, sometimes by a careless one — now by 
a sudden regard, then by a joyful sparkling^ as the 
sense of the word is diversified : for action is, as it 
were, the speech of the features and limbs, and must 
, therefore conform itself always to the sentiments of 
the soul. And it may be observed, that in all which 
relates to the gesture there is a wonderful force im- 
planted by nature ; since the vulgar, the unskilful, 
and even the most barbarous, are chiefly affected 
by this. None are moved by the sound of words 
but those who understand the language ; and the 
sense of many things is lost upon men of a dull 
apprehension: but action is a kind of universal 
tongue : all men are subject to the same passions, 
and consequentlv know the same marks of them io 
others, by which they themselves express them. 

Perhaps some of my readers may be of opioioii 
that the hints I have here made ose of ovtof Ciceie 
are somewhat too refined for the players on our 
theatre; in answer to which I ventnie to lay it demm 
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HB a maxim, that without good sense no one can be 
a «ood player, and that he is very unfit to personate 
the dignity of a Roman hero who cannot enter into 
the rules for pronunciation and gesture delivered 
by a Roman orator. 

There is another thing which my author does not 
think too minute to insist on, though it is purely 
mechanical; and that is the right pitching of the 
voice. On this occasion he tells the story of Grac- 
chus, who employed a servant with a little ivory 
pipe to stand behind him, and give him the right 
pitch, as often as he wandered too far from the 
proper modulation. 'Every voice,' says Tully, 
f has its particular medium and compass, and the 
sweetness of speech consists in leading it through all 
the variety of tones naturally, and without touching 
any extreme. ' Therefore,' says he, * leave the pipe 
^t home, but carry the sense of custom with you/ 
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^t sibi irr<itferri se gaudet- 



Ovid. Met. U. 4S0, 



— He beard, 



Well pleas'd, himself before himself preferr'd. 

Addison. 

When I have been present in assemblies, where my 
paper has been talked of, I have been very well 
pleased to hear those who would detract from the 
author of it observe, that the letters which are sent 
to the Spectator are as good, if not better, than any 
of his works. Upon this occasion many letters of 
fyiirth are usually mentioned^ which same tljink the 
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Spectator writ to himself, and which others com- 
mend because they fancy he received them from his 
correspondents. Such are those from the valetudi- 
narian ; the inspector of the sign-posts ; the master 
of the fan exercise ; with that of the hooped petti- 
coat ; that of Nicholas Hart the annual sleeper ; 
that from Sir John Envil ; that upon the London 
Cries ; with multitudes of the same nature. As I love 
nothing more than to mortify the ill-natured, that 
I may do it effectually, I must acquaint them they 
have very often praised me when they did not de- 
sigo it, and that they have approved rov writings 
when they thought they had derogated from them. 
I have heard several of these unhappy gentlemen 
proving, by undeniable arguments, that I was not 
able to pen a letter which I had written the day be- 
fore. Nay, I have heard some of them throwing 
out ambiguous expressions, and giving the company 
reason to suspect that they themselves did me the 
honour to send me such and such a particular epis* 
tie, which happened to be talked of with the esteem 
or approbation of those who were present. These 
rigid critics are so afraid of allowing me any thing 
which does not belong to me, that they will not be 
positive whether the lion, the wild boar, and the 
flower-pots in the play-house, did not actually write 
those letters which came to me in their names. I 
must therefore inform these gentlemen, that I often 
choose this way of casting my thoughts into a letter, 
for the following reasons. First, out of the policy 
of those who try their jest upon another, before they 
own it themselves. Secondly, because I would ex- 
tort a little praise from such who will never applaud 
any thing whose author is known and certain. 
Thircdy, because it gave me an opportunity of in- 
troducing a great variety of characters into my 
work| which could not have been done had I always 



912 SPfiGTATOR. N* 542« 

wntten In the person of the Spectator. FouitUy^ 
beeausethe dignity wectatorial would have suffered 
had t published as nrom myself those severe ludi- 
crous compositions which I have ascribed to ficti- 
tious names and characters* And lastly^ because 
they often serve to bring in more naturally such ad- 
ditional reflexions as have been placed at the end 
of them. 

There are others who have likewise done me a 
very particular honour, though undesignedly. These 
ate such who will needs have it that I have trans- 
lated or borrowed many of my thoughts out of 
books which are written in other languages. I have 
heard of aperson, who is more famous for his library 
than his learning, that has asserted this more than 
once in his private conversation.* Were it tnie^ 
I am sure he could not speak it from his own know- 
ledge ; but, had he read the books which he has 
collected, he would find this accusation to be wholly 
groundless* Those who are truly learned will acquit 
me in this point, in which I have been so far from 
offending, that I have been scrupulous, perhaps to 
a fault, in quoting the authors of several passages 
which I might have made my own. But, as this 
assertion is in reality an encomium on what I have 
published, I ought rather to glcury in it than endea- 
vour to confute it. 

Some are so very willing to alienate from n^e that 
small reputation which might accrue to me from any 
of these ray speculations, that they attribute some 
of the best of them to those imaginary manuscripts 
with which I have introduced them. There are others, 
I must confess, whose objections have ^iven me a 
greater concern,- as they seem to reflects under this 

* The peradi) here alHi<led to was most probablf Mr, 
Thomai Rawlia«km, ridiouled by Addison nnder the vuam 
of Tom Polio in the Tatler, No. 158. 
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lieadt talli^ ot my moratity than on my intention. 
Tbese aye they who 8ay an anthor is guilty of fklse^ 
hood, when he talks to the puMic ot manusotifyts 
which he never saw, or describes scenes of action 
or discourse in which he was never engaged. But 
these gentlemen would do well to consider, that 
there is not a fable or parable, which ever was 
made use of, that is not liable to this exception; 
since nothing, according to this notion, can be re- 
lated innocently, which was not once matter of 
fact. Besides, I think the most ordinary reader 
may be able to discover^ by my way of writing, 
what I deliver in these occurrences as truth, and 
what as fiction. 

Since I am unawares engaged in answering (he 
several objections which have been made against 
these my works, I must take notice that there are 
some who aiirm a paper of this nature should al- 
ways tarn upon diverting subjects, and others who 
find fiiult with every one of them that hatii not an 
immediate tendency to the advancement of religion 
or learning. I shall leave these gentlemen to dis- 
pute it out among themselves ; smce I see one half 
<rf my conduct pafoonised by each side. Were I 
serionson an iniproper subject, or trifling in a seriona 
^e, I should deservedly draw npon me the cen- 
sure of my readers ; or were I conscious of any 
thing in my writings that is not innocent at least, 
or that the greatest part of them were not sincerely 
designed to discountenance vice and ignorance, and 
support the interest of truth, wisdom and virtue, I 
should be more severe upon myself than the public 
is disposed to be. In the mean while I desire my 
reader to consider every particular paper or dis- 
course as a distinct tract by itself, and independent 
of every thing that goes before or after it. 

VOL. vit. Be 
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I shall end this paper with the folbwing letter^ 
which was really sent me, as some others have been 
which I have published, and for which I must own' 
myself indebted to their respective writers. 

' SIR, 

* I WA» this morning in a company of yonr 
well-wishers, when we read over, with great satis- 
faction, TuUy's observation on action adapted to 
the British theatre : though by the way we were 
very sorry to find that you have disposed of an- 
other, member of your cli^b. Poor Sir Roger. is 
dead, and the worthy clergyman dying; Captain 
Sentry has taken possession of a good estate;-. 
Will Honeycomb has married a farmer*s daughter ; 
and the Templar withdraws himself into the 
business of his own profession. What will all this 
end in ? We are afraid it portends no good to the 
public. Unless you very speedily fix the day for 
the election, of new members, we are under appre- 
hensions of losing the British Spectator. I hear 
of a party of ladies who intend to address you on 
this subject; and I question not; if you do not give 
us the slip very suddenly, that you will receive ad- 
dresses from all parts of the kingdom to continue 
so useful a work. Pray deliver us out of this per- 
plexity ; and, among the multitude of our readers, 
youwill particularly oblige 

* Your most sincere friend and servant, 

O. * PHILO-SPBC' 



JJ"M3. SPKCTATOB, 816 



N* 643. SATURDAY, NOV. 22, 1 712, 



■Fficies rum omnibus una, 



Nee diversa tamen^ 

OviD^ Met. ii. la. 

Similar, though not the same , 

■Those who were skilful in anatomy, among the an- 
/cients, eoncluded, from the outward and inward 
make of an human body, that it was the work of a 
Being transcendently wise and powerful. As the 
world grew more enlightened in this art, their dis- 
coveries gave them fresh opportunities of admiring 
the conduct of Providence in the formation of an hu- 
man body, Galen was converted by his dissections, 
and couio not but own a Supreme Being upon a 
survey of this his handy-work. There were, indeed, 
many parts, of which the old anatomists did not 
know the certain use ; but, as they saw the most of 
those which they examined were adapted with ad- 
mirable art to their several functions, they did not 
question but those, whose uses they could not de- 
termine, were contrived with the same wisdom for 
respective end? and purposes. Since the circulation 
of the blood has been found out, and many other 
great discoveries have been made bv our modern 
anatomists, we see new wonders in the human 
frame, and discern several important uses for those 
parts, which uses the soicients knew oothilig of. In 
^hont, the body of man is such a subject as stands 
the utmost test of examination. Though it appears 
/ormed yirith the nicest wtsdom* upon the most 

£e 2 
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superficial survey of it, it still mends upon tbe 
search, and produces our surprise and amazeiiient 
in proportion as we pry into it. What I have here 
said of an human body may be applied to the 
body of every animal which has been the subject 
of anatomical observations. 

The body of an animal is an object adequate to 
our senses. It is a particular system of Providence 
that lies in a narrow compass. The eye is able to 
command it, and by successive inquiries can search 
into all its parts. . Could the body of the whole 
earth, or indeed the whole universe, be thus sub- 
mitted to the examination of our senses, were it not 
too big and disproportioned for our inquiries, too 
unwieklly for the management of the eye and band, 
there is bo question but it would appear to us as 
curious and well-contrived a frame as that of the 
human body. We should see the same concatena- 
tion and subserviency, the same necessity and 
usefulness, the same beauty and harmony, in all 
and every of its parts, as what we discover in the 
body of every single animal. 

The more extended our reason is, and the more 
able to srapple with immense objects, the greater 
still are those discoveries which it makes of wisdom 
and providence in the works of the creation. A Sir 
Isaac Newton, who stands up as the miracle of the 
present age, can look through a whole planetary 
system ; consider it in its weight, number, and 
measure ; and draw from it as many demonstra- 
ttoas of infinite power and wisdom, as a more con- 
fined understanding is able to deduce from the 
system of an human body. 

But to return to our speculations in anatomy, I 
shall here consider the Mmo and texlare ot the 
bodies of aoimala in one particular view : which, in 
taj opinion, fhews tiie han4 of a thinking and alU 
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yiise Being in their formation, with the evidence of 
a thousand demonstrations. I think w^ may lay this 
4own as an incontested principle, that chance never 
acts in a perpetual uniforpiity and consistence with 
itself. If one should always fling the same number 
with ten thousand dice, or see every throw just Ave 
times less, or five times more in number, than the 
throw which immediately preceded it, who would 
not imagine there is some ibvisible power which di- 
rects the case ? This is the proceeding which we find 
in the operations of nature. Every kind of animal 
is diversified by different i|iagnit|ide9« each of which 
gives ri^e to a piffiprei^t species. Let a man trace titie 
dog or lipn kind, and he will observe how many of 
the works of nature are published, if I may use the 
expressiod, in a variety 9^ editipns , If we look into 
the reptile world, or into those different kinds of 
animals that fill the element of water, we meet with 
the same repetition among several species, that dif- 
fer very little from one another, but in size ai|d bulk* 
tTou find the same creature that i? drawn at large 
copied out in several proportions and ending in 
ipiqiature. It would be tedious to produce instances 
of this regular conduct in Providence, as it would 
be superflupus tp those who are versed in the natural 
history of animals. The magnificent harmony of 
the universe is such, that we may observe innume- 
rable divisions running upon the same ground. I 
might also extend this speculation to the dead parts 
of nature, in which we may find matter disposed 
into many similar systems, as well' in our survey 
of stars and planets, as of stones, vegetables, and 
other sublunary parts of the creation. lo a word. 
Providence has shewn the richness of its good- 
ness and wisdom, not only in the. production of 
ihany original species, but in the multiplicity of 

£e3 
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descants* which it has made on everjr original spe« 
cies io particttiar. 

But to pursue this thought still further. Every 
living creature considered in itself has many very 
complicated parts that are exact copies of some 
other parts which it possesses, and which are com- 
plicated in the same manner. One eye would have 
been suiBcientfor the subsistence and preservation 
of an animal; but, in order to better his conditionj^ 
we see another placed with a mathematical exact- 
ness in the same most advantageous situation, and 
in every particular of the same size and texture. Is 
it possible for Chance to be thus delici|te and nni* 
form in her operations? Should a million of dice 
turn up together tvrice the same number, the won- 
der would be nothing in comparison with this. 
But when we see this similitude aud resemt^lance 
in the arm, the hand, the fingers ; when we see one 
half of the body entirely correspond with the other 
in all those minute strokes, without which a man 
might have very well subsisted ; nay, wh^n we 
' often see a single part repeated an hundred times 
in the same body notwithstanding it consist of the 
most intricate weaving of numberless fibres, and 
these parts differing still in magnitude, as the con- 
venience of their particular situation requires ; 
sure a man must have a strange cast of under- 
standing, who does not discover the finger of God 
in so wonderful a work. These duplicates in those 
parts of the body, without which a man might 
have very well subsisted, though not so well as 
with them, are a plain demonstration of an all-wis^ 
Contriver, as thoise mpre numerous copyings which 

* Meant perhaps for dnc^Ui, i. e. procr^Bft dowuwsfda* 
^-Jonhsojf, 
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are found among the vessels of the same body are 
^vident demonstrations that they could not be the 
Work of chance. This argument receives addi- 
tional str|SBg;ih> if we apply it to every animal and 
insect within, our knowledge, as well as to those 
numberless living creaturas that are objects too 
minute for an human eye ; and if we consider how 
the several species in this whole world of life re- 
semble one another in very many particulars, so 
far as convenient for their respective states of 
existence, it is much inore probable that an hun- 
dred minions of dice should be casually thrown aq 
hundred millions of times in the same number, than 
tbat the body pf apy single ai^ifpal shoul4 be pro- 
du^d by the fortvitons concourse of matter. And 
that the like chance should arise in innumerable 
instances reouires a degree of credulity that is not 
under the direction of common sense. We may 
carry this consideration yet further, if we reflect 
on the two sexes in every living species, with their 
resemblance to each other, and those particular 
distinctions that were necessary for the keeping 
up of this great world of life. 

There are many more demonstrations of a Su- 
preme Being, and of his transcendent wisdom, 
power, and goodness, in the fbrmatisn of the body 
of a living creature, for which 1 refer my reader to 
other writings, particularly to the sixth book of the 
poem entitied Creation,* where the anatomy of the 
human body is described with great perspicuity and 
elegance. I have been particular on the thought 
which runs through this speculation, because I 
have not seen it enlarged upon by others. 

« Creation. A poem by Sir Richard Blackmoror 
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Nunquam Ua quisquwn heni subduct A raiione ad vUam fuiif 
Quin resy <BtaSf usus semper aliquid apportet noriy 
Miqvid monefit : vi ilUty qua te scire credasy nescias ; 
Etf ^ute tM putaris prima fin expenendo ut repudies, 

T£|t. Adelph. Act V. Sc.4. 

I^p map was ever so completely skilled in the condoct of 
life, as not to receive new information from age and ex- 
perience : insomuch that we find purselves really igno: 
tant of what we thought we understood, and see cause 
to reject what we fancied our truest interest 

There are, I thiok, sentimeuts in the .following^ 
letter from my friend Captain Sentry, which dis- 
cover a rational apd equal frame of mind, as well 
prepared for an advantageous as an unfortunate 
change of condition. 

' ^ \ , * Coverley,hall, Nov. 16, 

^I^> * Worcestershire. 

* I AM come to the succession of the estate 
_of my honoured kinsman. Sir Roger de Coverley ; 
and I assure you I find it no easy task to keep up 
the figure of master of the fortune which was so 
handsomely enjoyed by that honest plain man. I 
cannot with respect to the great obligations I haye, 
(be it spoken) reflect upon his character, but I a^i 
confirmed in the truth which I have, I think, hear^ 
spojten at the club ; to wit, that a man of a wami 
and well-disposed heart, with a very small capa- 
city, js highly superior in human society to him 
who, with the greatest talents, is cold and labguid 



V 



in hia afieetioas. B^t alfs t whj do I mink^ H'dif- 
fieolty in speiikiiig of my worthy ancestor's fiiil- 
isgftl His little absurditWa and incapacity for the 
conversation of the politest men are dead with 
hkn, and his greater qualities are eyer npw vs^l 
to him. I know not wh^th^r hy aaminji; thoif^ dis- 
abilities I do not enhance his merit, ftinoe he h^ 
left behind him a reputation in his country* which 
wonid be worth the pains of th^ wisest man's whole 
life to arrive at. By the way, I must ohserva to 
yon, that many of your readers have mistook that 
passage in your writings* wherein Sir Rog^ is re- 
ported to have inquired into the private character 
of the yoong woman at the tavom. f know you 
SMintioned Uat cir camstance as an instance of the 
simplicity and innooepce of his mind* Y^hicb made 
him imagine it a very easy thing to reclaim one cf 
tboae criminals* and not as an inclination in him tp 
be guilty with her.* The less discerning of your 
readers cannot enter into that delicacy of d^acrip^ 
tion in the character: but indeed my chief busi- 
ness at this time ia to represent to yon my prasant 
atate of mind* and the satis&ction I promi«e to 
njraelf in the possession of my new fortune. I 
have continued all Sir Roger's servants* except 
anch as it was a relief to dismisa into little beings 
withm my manor. Those who are in a list of the 
good knight's own \t9ad to be taken care of by me* 
I have quartered upon such aa have taken new 
leases of me* and added so many advantagea dur- 
ing the lives of the persons so quartered* that it if 
the intereat of those whom they are ioiuei with to 
cherish and befriend them npcm all oceasions. I 
And a eonaiderable sum of ready money* whieh I 
nm kfingont among my dgpendanta at the eom- 
mon interest* but with a design to lend it aceoid- 
sag to their mcnt, father than according to their 
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ability. I shall lay a tax upon such as I haiFe 
highly obliged, to become security to me for such 
of their o^n poor youth, whether male or female, 
as want help towards getting into some being in 
the world. I hope I shall be able to manage my 
affairs so as to improve my fortune every year by 
doing acts of kindness. I will lend my money to 
the use of none but indigent men, secured by such 
as have ceased to be indigent by the favour of my 
-family or myself. What m.akes this the more 
practicable is, that if they will do any good with 
my money, they are welcome to it upon their owa 
security: and 1 make no exceptions against it, be- 
cause the persons who ente;r into the obligations 
do it for their own family. I have laid out four 
thousand pounds this way, and it is not to be 
imagined what a crowd of people are obliged by 
it. In cases where Sir Roger has recommended, 
I have lent money ;to put out children, with a 
clause which makes void the obligation in case the 
infant dies before he is out of his apprenticeship ; 
by which means the kindred and masters are ex- 
tremely careful of breeding him to industry, that 
he may repay it himself by his labour, in three 
years- journey-work after his time is out, for the 
iise of his securitie^s. Opportunities of this kind 
are all that have occurred since I came to my es- 
tate ; but I assure you I will preserve a constant 
disposition to catch at all the occasions I can to 
promote the good and happiness of my neighbour- 
hood. 

'But give me leave to lay before you a little 
establishment which has grown out of my pa»t life, 
that I doubt not will administer great satisfaction 
to me in that part of it, whatever that is, which is 
to come. 

* There is a prejudice in favour of the way ofiifi^ 
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to which a man has been edueated, which I know 
not whether it would not be faulty tp overcome. 
It is like a partiality to the interest of* one's own 
country before that of any other nation. It is from 
an habit of thinking, grown upon me from my 
youth spent in arms, that I have ever held gentle^ 
men, who have preserved modesty, good-nature, 
justice, and humanity, in a soldier's life, to be the: 
most valuable and worthy persons of the human 
race. To pass through imminent danger, suffer, 
painful watchings, frightful alarms, and laborious 
inarches, for the greater part of a man's time, and 
pass the rest in sobriety conformable to the rules, 
of the most virtuous civil life, is a merit too great 
to deserve the treatment it usually meets with 
among the other parts of the world. But I assure 
you, sir, were there not very many who have this 
worth, we could never have seen the glorious events 
which we have in our days. I need not say more 
to illustrate the character of a soldier than to tell 
you he is the very contrary to him you observe, 
loud, saucy, and over^bearing, in a red coat about, 
town. But I was going to tell you that, in honour 
of the profession of arms, I have set apart a cer- 
tain sum of money for a table for such gentlemen 
as have served their country in the army, and will' 
please from time to time to sojourn all, or any part 
of the year, at Coverley. Such of them as will do 
me that honour shall -find horses, servants, and all 
things necessary for their accommodation and en- 
joyment of all the conveniences of life in a pleasant 
various country. If Colonel Camperfelt* be in 
town, and his abilities are not employed another 

• Colonel Camperfelt. Spect. in folio. A fine conpli- 
ment to the father of the late worthy Admiral Kemperfelt, 
iivho was drowned in the Royal George at Spitfaead| 
Aag. 29, 1782. 
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way ID the s^ke^tkcreis no man woidd be ibore 
wefcome here. That ftntleinaB*8 tfaorov^h hno^* 
ledfpe ill his pr6fesBioa, together with the timplieity 
of his mahiiers and f oodness of his heart, woirid 
induce others Kke him to honour my abode ; and 
I slNntld be glad my acqaaintaoee wonld tidce t&em- 
selven to be inrited or hot, as their characters 
ha^ an affinity to his. 

' I <v^onld have all my friends knoi^, that Aey 
need not fear (though I am become a coimlVy gen- 
tleman) I will trespass against tiieir tempMmcc 
aM sobriety. No, sir, I shaH retain so much of 
the good sentiments for the conduct of life^ which 
^Xjoltivltted in each othte at our chib, as lo con- 
tShiA all Inordinate pleasnres; but partknlarly 
remeaib^l'i iirith onr beloved TnUy, that ^e deKght 
in ftdd c6n8ists in desire^ not satiety. They wha 
xftOirt paiB«ionately pursue pleasure Mdomest ar- 
rive at. New I ant writing to a phiiosepher I 
diOlbOt fnvbear mentiomng the aktisbction. I took 
in Hie ^^Matinage I i^ad yes^irday in the tame TuUy. 
A nobliflian of Athens mode a oom|>liment to Piato 
thtmitifAg after he had supped at his honae. 
'* Yeifr dfinrtainraents do not only please when 
you five thVf bvt aiso the day after.*' 

M ani) 
^ My worthy friend^ 
* Your most obedient senrant, 

1^. ^ WILLJCAM aSMTRT.' 
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Ovw potuU jMcyni €Bteimam paetoBpu htfrntneoB 
Exe reemus 

ViRG. Mn, vr, 9d» 

Let OS in bonds of lasting poace unite. 
And celebrate the hymeneal rite. 

I CANNOT but thiok the following letter from the 
Emperor of China to the Pope of Rome, proposing 
a coalition of the Chinese and Roman churches, 
.will be acceptable to the curious. I must confess, 
I myself being of opinion that the emperor has as 
mnch authority to be interpreter to him he pretends 
to expound, as the pope has to be a vicar of the 
sacred person be takes upon him to represent, I 
was not a little pleased with their treaty of alliance. 
What progress the negotiation between his majesty 
of Rome and his holiness of China makes (as we 
daily writers say upon subjects where we are at a 
loss), time will let us know. In the mean time, 
sioce they agree in the fundamentals of power and 
authority, and differ only in matters of faith, we 
may expect the matter to go on without difficulty. 

Copia dt lettera del re della China al Papa, inter^- 
pretata dal padre segretario dell* India della 
compagna di Giesa. 

' A voi henedetto sopra i benedetti P. P. et impertt' 
dare grande de poKtifiei e pattore Xmo, dupenr 
iatare deV oglio de % rh d^ Europe, Ckmeate XL 

VOL. VII, F f 
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' II favorito aniicb di Dio Gionata T, potentis* 
simo sopra tutti i potentissimi della terra, altissimo 
sopra tutti gFaltissiini sotto il sole e la luna, che 
sude nella sede di smeraldo della China sopra cento 
scaliui'd*oro^ ad interpreiare la lingua di Dio a tutti 
i descendenti fedeli d'Abramo, che de la vita e la 
morte a cento quindici regni, ed a cento settapte 
isole, scrive con la penna dello struzzo vergine, e 
manda salute ed accresimento di vecchiezza. 

< Essendo arrivato il tempo in cui il fiore della 
reale nostiro gioventu deve maturare i frutti della 
nostra vectuezza, e confortare con quell* i desi- 
derii de i populi nostri divoti, e propagare il seme 
di quella pianta che deve proteggerli, habbiamo sta- 
billito d'accompagnarci con una vergine eccelsa ed 
amorosaallattata alia mamella della leonessa forte e 
deir agnella mansueta. Percio essendoci stato figu- 
rato sempre il vostro populo Europeo Romano per 
paese di donne invitte, i forte, e caste ; allongiamo 
la nostra mano potente, a stringere una di lore, e 
questa sark una vostra nipote, o nipote.di qualche 
filtrograri sacerdote Latino, che sia quardata dall', 
occhio dritto di Dio, sara seminata in lei Fautorita 
di Sarra, la fedelta d'Esther, e la sapienza di Abba ; 
la vogliamo con Focchio che guarda il cielp, e la 
terra, e con la bocca della cbnchiglia che si pasce 
della ruggiada del matino. La sua eta non passi du- 
cento corsi della luna, la sua statura si alta quanto 
]ia spicca dritta del grano verde, e la sua grossezza 
quanto un manipolo di grano secco. Noi la manda- 
remmo a vestire per li nostri mandatici ambascia- 
^ori, e chi la conduranno a noi, e noi incontraremmo 
aHa riva del fi ume grande facendola salire sue noatro 
cocchio. Ella potra adorare appresso di noi il sue 
Dio, con.ventiquatro altre a suo elli^zzione. e potre 
ran tare con loro, come la tottora alia primaven. 
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' Sodisfando noi padre e amico nostro questa 
nostra brama, sarete caggione di unire in perpetua 
amicitia cotesti vostri regiii d'Europa al nostro do-' 
iDinante imperio, e si abbracciranno le vostri leggi 
come Tedera abbraceiat'la planta ; e noi medesemi 
spargeremo del nostro seme reale in coteste pro- 
vincei, riscaldando i letti di vostri principi con il 
fuoco' amoroso delle nostre amazdni, d'alcune delle 
quali i nostri mandatici ambasciadori vi porte- 
ranno le somiglianza dipinte. ^ 

' Vi confirmiamo di tenere in pace le due biione re-^ 
ligiose famiglie delli missionarii gli*figUoli dlgnazio^ 
eli bianchi e neri figlioli di Dominico, il cui consiglio 
degl'-uni e degl* altri ci serve di scorta nel nostro re- 
gimento e di lume ad interpretare le divine legge; 
come appuncto fa lume Toglio che si getta in mare. 

* In tanto alzandoci dal nostro trono per abbrac^ 
ciarvi, vidi chiariamo nostro congiunto e confede- 
ratOy ed ordiniamo <jhe questo foglio sia segnato 
col nostro segno imperiale della nobtra citta, capo 
del mondoy il quinto giorno della terza lanatione 
Tarino quarts del nostro imperio. 

* Sigillo e un sole n^lle cui faccia e anche quella 
della luna ed intorno tra i raggi vi sono traposte 
alcune spada. 

' Dico il traduttore che secondo il ceremonial di 
questro lettere e recedentissimo specialmente fes- 
•ere scritto con la pennadellostruzzo-verginecoh 
la quelle non sogliosi scrivere quei re che le pre- 
giere a Dio e scrivendo a qualche altro principe 
del mondOy la maggior finezza che usino, e scri- 
vergli con la penna del pavone.* 



A letter from the Emperor of China to the Pope, 
interpreted by a father Jesuit, secretary to the 
^udies. . * 

Ff2 
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' To you l>le$ted above the hle$$edt great emperor of 
inahopt and potior of Christians^ dUpennr of the 
M of the hxags ofmiTope» Cimnent XL 

* Thb iavourite friend of God« Gionetta the 
Vllthy the most powerful above the most powerful 
of the earth, highest above the highest under the 
sun and moon, who sits on a throne of euierald of 
China, above 100 steps of gold, to interpret the 
language of God to the faithful, and who gives life 
and death to 115 kingdoms, and 170 islands; he 
writes with the quill of a virgin ostrich, and sends 
health and increase of old age« 

* Being arrived at the time of our age, in which 
the flower of our royal youth ought to ripen into 
fruit towards old age, to comfort therewith the de- 
sire of our devoted people, and to propagate the 
seed of that plant which must protect them ; we 
have determined, to accompany ourselves with an 
high amorous virgin, suckled at the breast of a wild 
lioness, and a' meek lamb ; and, imagining with 
ourselves that your European Roman people is the 
father of unconquerable and chaste ladies, we 
stretch out our powerful arin to embrace one of 
them, and she shall be one of your nieces, or the 
niece of some other great Latin priest, the darling 
of God's right eye. Let the authority of Sarah be 
sown in her, the fidelity of Esther, and the wisdom 
of Abba. We would have her eye like that of a dove, 
which may look upon heaven and earth, with the 
mouth of a shell-fish to feed upon the dew of the 
morning ; her age must not exceed 200 courses of 
the moon : let her stature be equal to thai of an 
ear of green com, and her girth a handful. 

' We will send our mandarines embassadors to 
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clothe her, and to conduct her to us, and we will 
meet her on the bank of the great river, making 
her to leap up into our chariot. She may with us 
worship her own God, together with twenty-four 
virgins of her own choosing ; and she may sing 
with them as the turtle in the spring. 

' You, O father and friend, complying with this 
bur desire, may be an occasion of uniting in per- 
petual friendship our high empire with your Euro- 
pean kingdoms, and we may embrace your laws as 
the ivy embraces the tree ; and we ourselves may* 
scatter our royal blood into your provinces, warm-^ 
ing thechief of your princes with the amorous fire 
of our amazons, the resembling pictures of some 
of which our said mandarines embassadors shall 
convey to you. ^ "^ 

' We e}^hort you to keep in peace rtfo good reli- 
gious families of missionaries, the sons of Igna- 
tius, and the black and white sons of Dominitus ; 
that the counsel, both of the one and the other, 
may serve as a guide to us in our government, and 
a light to interpret the divine law, as the oil cast 
into the sea produces light. 

' To conclude, we rising up in our throne to em- 
brace you, we declare you our ally and confederate ; 
and have ordered this leaf to be sealed with our 
imperial signet, in our royal city the head of the 
world, the eighth day of the third lunation, and 
the fourth year of our reign.' 



Letters from Rome say, the whole conversation 
both among gentlemen and ladies has turned upon 
the sulyect of this epistle, ever since it arrived. The 
Jesuit who translated it says, it loses much of the 
majesty of the original in the Italian. It seems there 
was an offer of the same nature made by the pre* 

Ff 3 
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decessor of the present emperor to Lewis XIII. of 
France ; but no lady of that court would take the 
voyage, that sex not being at. that time so much 
used in public negotiations. The manner of treat- 
ing the pope is, according to the Chinese ceremo- 
nial, very respectful, for the emperor writes to him 
with the quill of a virgin ostrich, which was never 
used before but in writing prayers. Instructions 
are preparing for the lady who shall have so much 
zeal as to undertake this pilgrimage, and be an 
empress for the sake of her religion. The pria- 
cipal of the Indian missionaries has given in a list 
of the reigning sins in China, in order to prepare 
induigencies necessary to this lady and her retinue^ 
in advancing the interests of the Roman-catholic 
religion in those kingdoms. 

* TO THE SPJBCTATOR-GENERAL. 
* May it please your Honour, 

' I HAVE of late seen French hats of a 
prodigious magnitude pass by my observatory. 

T. *jOHN sly/ . 
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Onuda paitfaeienda^ ut ne quid ommnB qmd vendiiar ndrt^, 
emptor ignaret. 

Every thing should be fairly told, that the bnyer may not 
be ignorant of any thing which the seller knows. 

•It gives me very great scandal to observe, wh^e- 
ever I go, how much skill, in buying all manner of 
goods, there is necessary to del^ud yourself from 
being cheated in whatever you see exposed to sale. 
My reading makes such a strong impression upon 
me, that I should think myself a cheat in lAy way, 
if I should translate any thing from another tongue, 
and not acknowledge it to my readers. I understood 
from common report, that Mr. Gibber was intro* 
ducing a French play upon our staffe, and thought 
myself concerned to let the town know what was 
his, and what was foreign.* When I came to the re- 
hearsal, I found the house so partial to one of their 
own fraternity, that they gave every thing which 
^as said such grace, emphasis, and force in their 
action, that it wits no easy matter to make any judg- 
ment of the performance. Mrs. Oldfield, who, it 
seems, is the heroic daughter, had so just a concep- 
tion of her part, that her action made what she spoae 
appear decent, just, and noble. The passions of 
terror and compassion they made me believe were 



, or the Heroic Danehter ; a tragedy taken 
Irom the Cid of Racine, by C. Cibber. 
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▼ery artfully raised^ and the whole conduct of the 
play artful and surprising. We authors do not 
much relish the endeavours of players in this kind, 
but have the same disdain as physicians and law- 
yers have when attorneys and apothecaries give 
advice. Gibber himself took the liberty to tell me, 
that he expected I would do him justice, and allow 
the play well prepared for his spectators, what- 
ever it was for his readers.' He added very many 
particulars not uncurious concerning the manner 
of taking an audiencej and laying wait not only for 
their superficial applause, but also for insinuatiug 
into their affections and passions, by the artAil 
management of the look, voice, and gesture of the' 
speaker. I could not but consent that The Heroic 
Daughter appeared in the rehearsal a moving ea« 
tertainmeut wrought' opt of great and exemplary 
virtue. 

The advantages of action, show, and dress, oik 
these occasions, are allowable, because the merit 
consists rn being capable of imposing upon us to 
our advantage and entertainment. ' All that I was 
going to say about the honesty of an author in the 
sale of his ware was, that he ought to own all that 
he had borrowed from others, and lay in a clear 
light all that he gives his spectators for their 
money, with an account of the first manufactures. 
But 1 intended to give the lecture of this day upon 
the common and prostituted behaviour of traders 
in ordinary commerce. The philosopher made it 
a rule of trade, that your profit ought to be the 
common profit ; and it is unjust to make any step 
towards gain, wherein the gain of even those to 
whom you i^ell is fiot also consulted. A man may 
deceive himself if he thinks fit, but he is no better 
than a cheat who sells any thing without tellmg 
the exceptions against it, as well as what is to be 
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said to its advantage. The scandalous abuse of 
language and hardening of conscience, which may 
be observed every day in going fi*om one place to 
another, is what makes a whole city to an unpre- 
judiced eye a den of thieves. It was no small 
pleasure to me for this reason to remark, as I 
passed by Comhill, that the shop of that worthy, 
honest, though lately unfortunate citizen, Mr. John 
Morton, so well known in the linen trade, is settings 
up anew. Since a man has been in a distressed 
condition, it ought to be a great satisfaction to 
have passed through it in such a manner as not 
to have lost the friendship of those who suffered 
with him, but to receive an honourable acknow- 
ledgment of his honesty from those very persons 
to whom the law had consigned his estate. 

The misfortune of this citizen is like to prove of 
a very ^general advantage to those who shall deal 
with him hereafter : for the stock with which he 
now sets up being the loan of his. friends, he cannot 
Expose that to the hazard of giving credit, but en- 
ters into a ready-money trade, by which means he 
will both buy and sell the best and cheapest. He 
imposes upon himself a rule of affixing the value of 
each piece he sells, to the piece itself; so that the 
most ignorant servant or child will be as good a 
buyer at his shop as the most skilful in the trade. 
For all which^you have all his hopes and fortune 
for your security. To encourage dealing after this 
way, there is not only the avoiding the most infa- 
mous guilt in ordinary bartering ; but this observa- 
tion, that he who buys with ready money saves as 
much to his family as the state exacts out of his 
land for the security and service of his country ; 
that is to say, in plain English, sixteen will do as 
much as twenty shillings. 
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* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' My heart is so swelled with grateful sen-* 
ttments on account of some favours which I have 
lately received, that I must heg leave to give them 
utterance amongst the crowd of other anonymous 
correspondents ; and writing, I hope, will be as 
great a relief to my forced silence, as it is to your 
natural taciturnity. My generous benefactor will 
not suffer me to speak to him in any terms of ac- 
knowledgment, but ever treats me as if he had the 
greatest obligations, and uses me with a distinction 
that is hot to be expected from one so much my su- 
perior in fortune, years, and understanding. He 
insinuates, as if I had a certain right to his favours 
from some merit, which his particular indulgence 
to me has discovered ; but that is only a beautiful 
artifice to lessen the pain an honest mind feels in 
receiving obligations when there is no probability 
of returning them. 

* A gift is doubled whte accompanied with such 
a delicacy of address ; but what to me gives it an 
inexpressible value, is its coming from the man 1 
most esteem in the world. It pleases me indeed, 
as it is an advantage and addition to my fortune ; 
but when I consider it as an instance of that good 
man's friendship, it overjoys, it transports me : I 
look on it with a lover's ^eye, and no longer regard 
the gift, but the hand that gave it. For my friend- 
fihip is so entirely void of any gainful views, .that 
it often gives me pain to think it should have been 
chargeable to him ; and I cannot at some melan- 
choly hours help doing his generosity the injury of 
fearing it should cool on this account, and that the 
last favour might be a sort of legacy of a departing 
friendship. 

* I confess these fears seem very groundless and 
linjust, but you must forgive them to the apprehend 
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sion of one possessed of a great treasure, who is 
frighted at the most distant shadow of danger. 

* Since I have thus far opened my heart to you, 
I will -not conceal the secret satisfaction I feel there, 
of knowing the goodness of my friend will not he 
unrewarded. I am pleased with thinking the pro- 
vidence of the Almighty hath sufficient blessings in 
store for hini, and will certainly discharge the 
debt, though I am not made the happy instrument 
of doing it. 

* However, nothing in my power, shall be* want- 
ing to shew my gratitude ; I will make it the busi- 
ness 6f my life . to thank him ; and shall esteem 
(next to him) those my best friends, who give me 
the greatest assistance in the good work. Print- 
ing this letter' would be some little instance of my 
gratitude ; and your favour herein will very much 
oblige 

* Your most humble servant, &c. 

Nov. 34. * W, C* 

T. 
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8i mdHUt tibiimautrM radice vel AerM« 
fiomJUret Imuij/ugereB radiee vd kerbA 
PrMelmUemkU mwwrUr, 

HoR. S Ep. IL 149. 

8t jipose yoa YnA a woiud, and dne that shew'd 
An herb^ whieh yoa appUedy bat found no good ; 
Wonld yon be fond or this, increase yonr pain. 
And use the fruitless remedy again? 

CiKsicjr. 

It is Tery difficult to praise a man without putting 
him out of countenance. My following corr^s* 
pondent has found out this uncommon art, and, 
together with his friends, has celebrated some of 
my speculations after such a concealed but divert- 
ing manner, that if any of my readers think I am 
to blame in publishing my own commendations, 
they will allow I should have deserved their cen- 
sure as such, had I suppressed the humour in 
which they are conveyed to me. 

* SIR, 

* I AM often in a private assembly of wits 
of both sexes, where we generally descant upon 
your speculations, or upon the subjects on which 
you have treated. Wo were last Tuesday talking 
of those two volumes which you have lately pub- 
lished. Some were commending one of your papers^ 
and son^e acother : and there was scarce a single 
person in the company that had not a favourite spe- 
culation. Upon this a man of wit and learning told 
us, he thought it would not be amiss if we paid the 
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Spectator tlie same compliment Chat is often made 
in our public prints to Sir William Read, Dr. Grant, 
Mr. Moor the apothecary, and other eminent phy- 
sicianSj where it is usual for the patients to publish 
the cures which have been made upon them^ and 
the several distempers under which they laboured. 
The proposal took ; and the lady where we visited 
having the two last volumes in large paper inter- 
leaved for her own private use, ordered them to be 
brought down, and laid in the window, whither 
every one in the company retired, and writ down a 
particular advertisement in the style and phiase of 
the like ingenious compositions which we fre- 
quently meet with at the end of our newspapers. 
When we had finished our work, we read them 
with a great deal of mirth at the fire-side, and 
agreed, nemine contradicente, to get them tran- 
scribed, and seftt to the Spectator. The gentleman 
who made the proposal entered the following ad- 
vertisement before the title-page, after which the 
rest succeeded in order.' 

* Remedium efficax et univertum; or, an effectual 
remedy adaptedto all capacities ; shewing how any 
person may cure himself of ill-nature, pride, party- 
spleen, or any other distemper incident to the hu- 
man system, with an easy way to know when the 
infection is upon him. The panacea is as innocent 
as bread, agreeable to the taste, and requires no 
confinement. It has not its equal in the universe* 
as abundance of the nobility and gentry throughout 
the kingdom have experienced. 

' N. B. No family ought to be without iC 

« 

Over the two Spectaion on jeahnu^, hemg the two 
Jiist m the third voiume. N* 1 70, 171. 

* I William Crazy, aged threescore and seven, 
having been for several years afHicted with uneasy 

VOL. VII. G g 
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doubts, fearsy and vapoars, occasioned by the youth 
^nd beauty of Mary ray vfife, aged twenty-five, do 
hereby, for the benefit4)f the public, give notice, 
that I have found great relief from the two following 
dpses^ having taken them two mornings together 
with a dish of chocolate. Witness my hand, &c/ 

For the benefit of the Poor. 

r 

• * In charity to such as are troubled with the dis- 
ease of levee-hunting, and are forced to seek their 
bread every morning at the chamber-doors of great 
men, I, A. B. do testify, that for many years past 
I laboured under this fashionable distemper, but 
was cured of it by 'a remedy which I bought of Mrs. 
Baldwin, contained in a half-sheet of paper, marked 
No. 193, where any one may be provided with the 
same remedy at the price of a single penny.' 

. * An infallible cure for hypochondriac melan- 
choly, Nos. 173, 184, 191, 203, 209, 221, 233, 235, 
239, 245, 247, 251. , 

' Probatum est. * Charles easy/ 

. ' I Christopher Query, having been troubled with i 
a. certain distemper in my tongue, which shewed 
itself in impertinent and superfluous interro- 
gatories, have not asked one unnecessary ques- 
tion since my perusal of the prescription marked 
No. 228.' 

* The Britannic Beautifier,* being an essay on 
modesty. No. 231, which gives such a delightfal 
blushing colour to the cheeks of those that are 

* Translated from the advertisement of the Red Bavariin 
Liquor. Spec in folio, No. 545. 
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white or pale, that it is not to be distinguished from 
a natural fine complexion, nor perceived to be arti- 
ficial by the nearest friend, is nothing of paint, or 
in the least hurtful. It renders the face delightfully 
handsome; is not subject to be rubbed off, and 
cannot be paralleled by either wash, powder, cos- 
metic, &c. It is certainly the besjt bcautifier in the 
world. ". 

* MARTHA GLOWORM.' 

* I Samuel Sel/, of the parish of St. James, hav- 
ing a constitution which naturally abounds with 
acids, made use of a paper of directions marked 
No. 177, recommending a healthful exercise called 
good-nature, and have found it a most excellent 
sweetener of the blood.' 

* Whereas I, Elizabeth Rainbow, was troubled 
with that distemper in my head, which about a year 
ago was pretty epidemical among the ladies, and 
discovered itself in the colourof their hoods; hav- 
ing made use of the doctor's cephalic tincture, which 
he exhibited to the public in one of his last year's 
papers, I recovered in a very few days/ 

* I George Gloom, having for a long time beeft 
troubled with the spleen, and being advised by my 
friends to put myself into a course of Steele, did for 
that end make use of remedies conveyed to me se- 
veral mornings, in short letters, from the hands of 
the invisible doctor. They are marked at the bot- 
tom Nathaniel Henroost, Alice Threadneedle, Re*- 
becca Nettletoy, Tom Lovelass, Mary Mean well, 
Thomas Smoaky, Anthony Freeman, Tom Meggof, 
Rustick Sprightly, &c. which have had so good an 
effect upon me, that I now find myself cheerful, 
lightsome, and easy ; and therefore do rccomme*'^ 

G g2 
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them to alLcuch as labour under the same distem- 
per.' 

Not having room to insert all the advertisements 
which were sent me, I have only picked out some 
few from the third volume, reserving the fourth 
for another opportunity. O. 
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Ftftis nemo rimt aoci/sr, opiumu ilU 

Hob. lSatUi.S8. 

There's none bat has some fanlt; and Im's the best, 
Most Tirtiioos he, that's spotted with the least. 

Crxbch. 

• MR. SPECTATOR, *Nov. 2T, 1712. 

* I HAVE read this day's paper with a great 
deal of pleasure, and could s^nd you an account of 
several elixirs and antijdotes in your third volume, 
which your correspondents have not taken notice of 
in their advertisements ; and at the same time must 
own to you, that I have seldom seen a shop fur- 
nished with such a variety of medicaments, and in 
which there are fewer soporifics. The several ve- 
hicles you have invented for conveying your unac- 
ceptable truths to us, are what I most particularly 
admire, as 1 am afraid they are secrets which will 
die with you. I do not find that any of your critical 
essays are taken notice of in this paper, notwith- 
standing I look upon them to be excellent cleansers 
of the brain, and could venture to superscribe them 
with an advertisement which I have lately seen in 
•one of your newspapers, ^herein there is an ac- 
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count given of a sovereign remedy for restoring the 
taste to all such persons whose palates have been 
vitiated by distempers, unwholesome food, or any 
the like occasions. But to let fall the allusion, not- 
withstanding your criticisms, and particularly the 
candour which you have discovered in them, are 
not the least taking part of your works, I find your 
opinioii concerning poetical j ustice, as it is express- 
ed in the first part of your fortieth Spectator, is con- 
troverted by some eminent critics; and as you now 
seem, to our great grief of heart, to be winding 
up your bottoms, I hoped you would have enlarged 
a little upon that subject. It is indeed but a single 
paragraph in your works, and I believe those who 
have read it with the same attention I have done, 
will think there is nothing to be objected against 
it. I have however drawn up some additional argu- 
ments to strengthen the opinion which you have 
there delivered, having endeavoured to go to the 
bottom of the matter, which you may either publish 
or suppress as you think fit. 

'Horace in my motto says, that all men ar^ 
vicious, and that they differ irom one another only 
as they are more or less so. Boileau has given the 
same account of our wisdom, as Horace has of our 
virtue. 

** Tout les hommes sont fous, et malgr6 tons lew* toins, 
Ne different entre eiur, que de plus et du moins.' 

"All men,'' says he, "are fools, and, in spite of 
their endeavours to the contrary, differ from one 
another only as they are more or less so.'' 

* Two or three of the old Greek poets have given 
the same turn to a sentence which describes the 
happiness of man in this life; 

To ^9 ttlKvirvq, av^f^ imv ivrv^e^^ 

Gg3 
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That man is mosl happy who is the least miserable. 
It will not perhaps be unentertaining to the polite 
reader to observe how these three beautiful sentences 
are formed upon different subjects by the same way 
of thinking; but I shall return to the first of them. 

' Our goodness being of a comparative and not 
an absolute nature, there is none who in strictness 
can be called a virtuous man. Every one has in 
him a natural alloy, though one may be fuller of 
dross than another: for this reason I cannot think 
it right to introduce a perfect or a faultless man upon 
the stage ; not only because such a character is im« 
proper to move compassion, but because there is no 
such thing in nature. This might probably be one 
reason why the Spectator in one of his papers took 
notice of that late invented term called poetical 
justice, and the wrong notions into which it has led 
some tragic writers. The most perfect man has 
vices enough to draw down punishments upon his 
head, and to justify Providence in regard to any 
miseries that may befal him. For this reason I 
cannot think but that the instruction and moral are 
much finer, where a man who is virtuous in the 
main of his character falls into distress, and sinks 
under the blows of fortune at the end of a tragedy, 
than when he is represented as happy and triumph- 
ant. Such an example corrects the insolence of 
human nature, softens the mind of the beholder with 
sentiments of pity and compassion, comforts him un- 
der his own private affliction, and teaches him not to 
judge of men's virtues by tiieir successes. 1 eannot 
think of one real hero in all antiquity so fkr raised 
above human infirmities, that he might not be very 
naturally represented in a tragedy as plunged in 
misfortunes and calamities. The poet may still find 
out some prevailing passion or indiscretion in his 
character, and shew it in such a manner as will suf- 
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ficiently Acquit the gods of any injustice ia his suf- 
ferings. For, as Horace observes in ray text, the 
best man is faulty, though not in so great a degree 
as those whom we generally call vicions men. 

' If such a strict poetical justice as some gentle- 
men insist upon was to be observed in this art, there 
is no manner of reason why it should not extend to 
heroic poetry as well as tragedy. But we find it so 
little observed in Homer, that his Achilles is placed 
in the greatest point of glory and success, though 
his character is morally vicious, and only poeticatty 
good, if I may use the phrase of our modem critics. 
The JBneid is filled with innocent, unhappy persons. 
Nisus and Euryalus^ Lausus and Pallas, come all 
'to unfortunate ends. The poet takes notice in par- 
ticular, that, in the sacking of Troy, Ripheus feU» 
who was the most just man among the Trojans. 

^ Cadii et RipktU9Judim i muB umi$9 

Qui fnU in Teucria^ et »erv0niimmut teqm: 

Dug aUUr vUum eat *' 

JEn. IL 427. 

And that Pantheus could neither be preserved by 
his transcendant piety, nor by the holy fillets of 
Apollo, whose priest he was. 

J* Nee ie iua phmnutf PtmtkeUf 

JLabeiUem pieias^ nee JpoUlMU vifula iexU.** 

Ibid. ver. 499. 

I might here mention the practice of ancient tragic 
poets, both Greek and Latm ; but as this particular 
is touched upon in the paper above mentioned, I 
shall pass it over in silence. I could produce pas- 
sagpes out of Aristotle in favour of my opinion ; and 
if in one place he says that an absolutely virtuous 
man should not be represented as unhappy, this does 
not justify any one who shall think fit to bring in an 
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absolutely virtuous man upon the stage. Those 
vho are acquainted with that author's way of writ* 
iog know very well that, to take the whole extent 
of his subject into his divisions of it, he often makes 
nse of such cases as are imaginary, and not redu- 
cible to practice. He himself declares that such 
tragedies as ended unhappily bore away the prize 
in theatrical contentions, from those which ended 
happily ; and for the fortieth speculation, which I 
am now considering, as it has given reasons why 
these are more apt to please an audience, so it only 
proves that these are generally preferable to the 
other, though at the same time it affirms that many 
excellent tragedies hr«ve and may be written in both 
kinds. 

' I shall conclude with observing, that though the 
Spectator above mentioned is so far against the rule 
of poetical justice, as to affirm that good men may 
meet with an unhappy catastrophe in tragedy, it 
does not say that ill men may go off unpunished. 
The reason for this distinction is very plain, name- 
ly, because the best of men are vicious enough to 
justify Providence for any misfortunes and afflic- 
tions which may befal them, but there are many 
men so criminal that they can have no claim or 
pretence to happiness. The best of men may 
deserve punishment, but the worst of men <?annot 
de^^rve happiness.' 
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QuemmMdigremu eetim cotifutui amki^ 
Jjmd^iamai* 

Jut. Sat. iil. 1. 

Tho' griev'd at the departure of mv friend^ 
Hia purpose of retiring I commencL 

I BELIEVE most people begin the world wiUi a reso- 
lutioa to withdraw from it into a serious kind of so- 
litude or retirement when they have made them- 
selves easy in it. Our happiness is, that we find 
out some excuse or other for deferring such our good 
resolutions until our intended retreat is cut off by 
death. But among all kinds of people there are 
Bone who are so hard to part with the world as those 
who are grown old in the heaping up of riches. 
Their. minds are so warped with their constant at- 
tention to gain, that it is very difficult for them to 
give their souls another bent, and convert them 
towards those objects, which though they are pro- 
per for every stage, of life, are so more especially 
tor the last. Horace describes an old usurer as so 
charmed with the pleasure of a country life, that 
in order to make a purchase he called in all his 
money ; but what was the event of it 7 Why, in a 
very few days after he put it out aeain. I am en- 
gaged in this series of thought by a discourse which 
1 had last week with my worthy friend Sir Andrew 
Freeport, a man of so much natural eloquence, 
good sense, and probity of mind, that I always 
hear him with a particular pleasure. As we were 
sitting together, being the sole remaining members 
of onr club. Sir Andrew gave me an account of the 
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many busy scenes of life in which he had been en- 
gaged, and at the same time reckoned up to me 
abundance of those lucky hits, which-at another 
time he would have called pieces of good fortune ; 
but in the temper of mind he was then, he termed 
them mercies, favours of Providence, and blessings 
upon an honest industry. ' Now,* says he, *^ you 
must know my good friend, I am so used to con- 
sider myself as creditor and debtor, that I often 
state my accounts after the same manner with re- 
gard to heaven and my own soul. In this case, 
when I look upon the debtor side, I find such in- 
numerable articles, that I want arithmetic to cast 
them up : but when I look upon the creditor sidey 
I find little more than blank paper. Now, though 
I am very well satisfied that it is not in my power 
to balance accounts with my Maker^ I am resolved 
however to turn all my future endeavours that way.- 
You must not therefore be surprised my friend, if 
you hear that I am breaking myself to a more 
thoughtful kind of life, and if I meet you no more 
in this place.'' 

I could not but approve so good a resolution^ 
notwithstanding the loss I shall suffer by it. Sir 
Andrew has since explained himself to me more 
at large in the following letter, which is just come 
to my hands, 

* GOOD MR. SPECTATOR, 

'Notwithstanding my friends at the 
club have always rallied me, when I have talked of 
retiring from business, and repeated to me oae of 
my own sayings, that ''a merchant has never 
enough until he haiS got a little more ;'' I can now 
inform you, that there is one in the world ivho 
thinks he has enough, and is determined to pass the 
remainder of his life in the enjoyment of what he 
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has< You know me so well, that I need not tell you 
I mean, by the enjoyment of my possessions, the 
making of them useful to the public. As the greatest 
part of my estate has been hitherto of an unsteady 
and volatile nature, either tost upon seas or fluctu- 
ating in funds, it is now fixed and settled in sub- 
stc^ntial acres and tenements. I have removed it 
from the uncertainty of stocks, winds, and waves, 
and disposed of it in a considerable purchase. 
This will give me great opportunity of being cha- 
ritable in my w(iy, that is, in setting my poor neigh- 
bours to work, and giving them a comfortable sub-^ 
sistence out of their own industry. My gardens, 
my fish-ponds, my arable and pasture grounds, 
shall be my several hospitals, or rather work- 
houses, in which I propose to maintain a great 
many indigent persons, who are now starving in my 
neighbourhood. I have got a fine spread of im- 
provcable lands, and in my own thoughts am 
already plowing up some of them, fencing others ; 
planting woods, and draining marshes. In fine, as 
I have my share in the surface of this island, I am 
resolved to make it as beautiful a spot as any in her 
majesty's dominions ; at least there is not an inch 
of it which shall not be cultivated to the best ad- 
vantage, and do its utmost for its owner. As in my 
mercantile employment I so disposed of my affairs* 
that, from whatever corner of the compass the 
wind blew, it was bringing home one or other of my 
ships ; I hope as a husbandman to contrive it so, 
that not a shower of rain or a glimpse of sunshine 
shall fall upon my estate without bettering some 
part of it, and contributing to the products o£ the 
seaison. You know it has been hitherto my opinion, 
of life, that it is thrown away when It is not some 
way useful to others. But when I am riding out by 
myself, in the fresh air on the open heath that lies 
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by my houae, I find several other thoughts growing 
up in me. I am now of opinion, that a man of my 
affemay find business enough on himself, by setting 
his mind in order, preparing it for another worlds 
and reconciling it to the thoughts of death. I 
must therefore acquaint you, that besides those 
usual methods of charity, of which I have before 
spoken, I am at this very instant finding out a con- 
venient place where 1 may build an alms-house, 
which I intend to endow very handsomely for a 
dozen superannuated husbandmen. It will be a 
great pleasure to me to say my prayers twice a-day 
with men of my own years, who all of them, as well 
as myself, may have their thoughts taken up how 
they shall die, rather than how they shall live. I 
remember an excellent saying that I learned at 
school. Finis eoronat (fpu8. You know best whether 
it be in Viigil or in Horace, it is my business to 
apply it. If your affairs will permit you to take 
the country air with me sometimes, you will find an 
apartment fitted up for you, and shall be every day 
entertained with beef or mutton of my own feed- 
ing; fish out of my own ponds; and fruit out o€ 
my own gardens. You shall have free egress and 
regress about my house, without having any ques- 
tions asked you ; and, in a. word, such an hearty 
welcome as you may expect firom 

* Your most sincere friend 

* and humble servant, 

' ANDREW FREEPORT.' 

The club of which I am a member being entirely 
dispersed, I shall consult my reader next week upon 
a project relating to the institution of a neWone. 

O. 
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iMgimm Umio ferei hie pnmisMr hkUu? 

HoR. An Poeu ven 1S8, 

In what will all this ostentation end ? 

Roscommon. 

SiNCB the late dissolution of the club, whereof I 
have often declared myself a member, there are very 
, many persons who by letters, petitions, and recom- 
mendations, put up for the next election. At the 
same time I must complain, that sevei-al indirect 
and underhand practices have been made use of 
upon this occasion. A certain country gentleman 
began to tap upon the first information he received 
of Sur Roger's death ; when he sent me up word, 
that, if I would get him chosen in the place of the 
deceased, he would present me with a barrel of the 
best October I had ever tasted in my life. The 
ladies are in great pain to know whom I intend to 
elect in the room of Will Honeycomb. Some of 
them indeed are of opinion that Mr. Honeycomb 
did not take sufficient care of their interest in the 
club, and are :therefore desirous of having in it here- 
after a representative of their own sex. A citizen 
who subscribes himself Y. Z. tells me that he has 
one-and-twenty shares in the African company, and 
offers to bribe me with the odd one in case he may 
succeed Sir Andrew Freeport, which he thinks 
would raise the credit of that fund. I have several 
letters, dated from Jenny Man's, by gentlemen who 
are candidates for Captain Sentry's place ; and as 
many from a coffee-house in Paul's eburch-yard of 
such who would fill up the vacancy occasioned by 
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the death of my worthy friend the clergymaD, whom 
I can neyer mention but with a particuinr respect. 

Having maturely weighed these several particu- 
lars, with the many remonstrances that have beea 
made to me on this subject, and considering how 
invidious an office I shall take upon me if 1 make 
the whole election depend upon my single voice, 
and being unwilling to expose myself to those cla- 
moursy which on such an occasion will not fail to 
be raised against me for partiality, injustice, cor- 
ruption, and other quahties, which my natureab-* 
hors, I have formed to myself the project of aciub- 
as follows. 

I have thoughts of issuing out 'writs to all and' 
every of the clubs that are estabHshed in Che cities of 
London and Westminster, requiring them to choose 
out of their respective bodies a person of the greate&t 
merit, and to return his name to mc before Lady- 
day, at which time I intend to sit upon business. 

By this means I may have reason to hope, that 
the club over which I shall preside will be the very 
flower and quintessence of all other clubs. I have 
communicated this my project to none but a par- 
ticular friend of mine, whom I have celebrated twice 
or thrice for his happiness in that kind of wit which 
h commonly known by the name of a pun. The 
only objection he makes to it is, that I shall ndse 
up enemies to myself, if I act with so regal an air» 
and that my detractors, instead of giving me the 
usual title of Spectator, will be apt to call me the 
King of Clubs. 

But to proceed on my intended project ; it is very 
well known that I at first set forth in this work with 
the character of a silent man ; and I think I have 
so well preserved my taciturnity, that i do not re- 
member to have violated it with three sentences in 
the space of almost two years. As a monosyllable 
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is my delight, I have made very few excursions, in 
the conversations which I have related^ beyond a 
Yes or a No. By this means my readers have lost 
many good things which I have had in my heart, 
though I did not care~for uttering them. 

Now in order to diversify my character, and to 
shew the world how well I can talk if I have a mind, 
1 have thoughts of being very loquacious in the club 
which I have now under consideration. But that I 
may proceed the more-regularly in this affair, I de- 
sign, upon the first meeting of the said club, to 
have my mouth opened in form ; intending to re- 
gulate myself in this particular by a certain ritual 
-which I have by me, that contains all the ceremonies 
which are practised at the opening of the mouth of a 
cardinal, i have likewise examined the forms which 
were used of old by Pythagoras, y/ifhen any of his 
scholars, after an apprenticeship of silence> was 
made free of his speech* In the mean time> as I 
have of late found my name in foreign^ gazettes upon 
less occasions, I question not but in their next arti-^ 
cles from .Great Britain they will inform the world, 
that 'the Spectator's mouth is to be opened on the 
twenty^fifth of March next.- I may perhaps pub- 
lish a very Useful paper at thattime of the proceed- 
<kigs in that solemnity, and of the persons who gha^ 
assist at it. But of this more hereafter. 

P. 
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Sic hmor et nomen dmma vniihui aiqtu 

Cmmimbiiu vmU* 

Hob. An Po«t Ter. 4M« 

So ancient is the pedigree of yene, 
And so divine a poet's Atnetion. 

Roscommon. 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

' When men pf worthy aod excelliog 
geniuses have obliged the world with beautiful and 
instructive writings, it is in the nature of gratitude 
that praise should be returned them, as one proper 
consequent reward of their performances. Nor has 
mankind ever been so degenerately sunk but they 
have made this retiurn, and even when they have 
not been wrought up by the generous endeavour so 
as to receive the advantages designed bv it« This 
praise, which arises first in the mouth of particular 
persons, spreads and lasts according to the merit of 
authors ; and when it thus meets with a full success 
changes its denomination, and is called fame. Th^, 
who have bappily arrived at this, are, even whUe 
they live, inflamed by the acknowledgments of 
others, and spurred on to new undertakings for the 
benefit of mankind^ notwithstanding the detraction 
which some abject tempers would cast upon them : 
but when they decease, their characters being free 
from the shadow which envy laid them under, begin 
to shine with the greater splendour; their spirits 
survive in their works ; they are admitted into the 
highest companies, and they continue pleasing and 
instructing posterity from age to age. Some of tha 
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best gain a character^ by being able to shew that 
they are no strangers to them ; and others obtain ar 
new warmth to labour for the happiness and ease 
of mankind, from a reflection upon those hoaours 
which are paid to their memories. 

' The thought of this took me up as I turned 6ver 
those epigrams which are the remains of several of 
the wits of Greece, and perceived many dedicated 
to the fame of those who had excelled in beautiful 
poetic performances. Wherefore, in pursuance to 
my thought, I concluded to do something along with 
them to bring their praised into a new light and 
language, for the encouragement of those whose 
modest tempers may be deterred by the fear of envy 
or detraction from fair attempts, to which their 
parts might render them equal. You will perceive 
them as they follow to be conceived in the form of 
epitaphs, a sort of writing which is wholly set apart' 
for a short-pointed method of praise.- 

ON OJlP^£US« WRITTEN BY ANTIPATER. 

" No longer, Orphens, shall thy sacred strains » 
Lead stones, and trees, and beasts along the plains ; 
No longer sooth the boisterous winds to sleep. 
Or still the billows of the raging deep, 
For thou art gone. The Muses mourn thy faU 
In solemn strains, thy mother most of all. 
Ye mortals, idly for your sons ye moan, 
If thus a goddess could not save her own." 

' Observe here, thai if we take the fable for 
granted, as it was believed to be in that age when' 
the epigram was written, the turn appears to have 
piety to the gods, and a resigning spirit in its ap-^ 
plication. But if we consider the point with respect 
to our present knowledge, it will be less esteemed ^ 
though the author himself, - because he believed 1^ 
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BHiy still b^ more valued than any one who should 
now write with a point of the same nature. 

ON HOMER, BY ALPHEUS OF MTTILENE. 

** StiU in oar ears Andromache complains, 
And still in &ight the fete of Troy remains : 
Still Ajax fights, still Hector's dra^^g'd alone: 
Snch strange enchantment dweUs in Homers song ; 
Whose birth coeld mere tluui one peor reeim adorn. 
For all the werld is proad that he was boiv." 

' The thought in the first part of this is natural, 
and depending upon the force of poesy; in the 
latter part it looks as if it would aim at the history 
of seven towns contendinj^for the honour of Homer's 
birthplace; but when you expect to meet with that 
common story the poet slides byi and raises the 
whole world for a kmd of arbiter, which is to end 
the contention amongst its several parts. 

OK ANACRSON, BY ANTIPATIR. 

** This tomb be thine, Anaereon! All around 
liet ivy wreathe, let flow'rets deck the gronnd; 
And from its earth, enrich'd with such a prize. 
Let wells of milk and streams of wine arise : 
So wilt thihe ashes yet a pleasure know, 
If any pleasure reach the shades below.'' 

* The poet here written upon is an easy say au- 
thor, and he who writes upon him has filled his own 
head with the character of his Bub.ieGt. He se^s 
to love his theme so much, that he thinks of nothing 
but pleasing him as if he were still alive, by enter- 
ing into his libertine spirit ; so that the humour is 
easy and gay, resembling Anaereon in its air, raised 
by such images, and painted with sueh m turn as he 
>oigkt have used. I give it a place here, becaiist 
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the aothor may have designed it for his hoaout; 
mnd I take an oppertmiity from it to advise othew^ 
that when they would prane thej xautiously avoid 
every lower qaaKfication, and fix only where the» 
is a real foundation in merit 

OK EURIPIDES, BY ION« 

^ Divine ^ripides, tiiif tooab we see 

So fair is not ft monument for theo* 

So mneh m tl|Op for it, since |ill iviU own 

Tliy name and lasting pr»iie adorn die stoae.** 

' The thought here is fine, but itf fiiult is, that it 
is general, that it may belong to anv great man« 
heoiuse it points oat no particular eharacter. It 
would be better if, when we light upon such a tura^ 
we join it with something that circomsciribes and 
bounds it to the qualities of our subject. He who 
gives his praise in gross, will often appear either to 
have been a stranger to those he wntes up<m, or 
not to have found any thing in them which u praise<* 
wordiy. 

ON SOFHOCLSS, BY aiHOMIDBS* 

^ Winde, gentle ever-green, to forin ft shade 
Around the tomb wkere Sopliocles b laids 
Sweet ivy, winde tliy boughs, and Intertwhia 
With blushing roses, and the dnstf ring viae : 
Thus wiU thy lastiag leaves, with baanties hpng, 
Piore grateM emblemf of the lev he sung. 
Whose soal, exalted like ajeod of wit, 
Among the muses aad the Oraees writ." 

' This epigram I have opened move than any of 
the former: the thought toward^ the latter end 
seemed closer couched, so at to require an expla* 
nation. I fancied the poet nimed at the picture 
wfaicb is generally made of Apolto and the Mnsea^ 
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be tMmg witk hb Imp is the miMIe, and they 
aronHHuBi. This looked bcntiM to aj thought; 
aad because the image arose hefac se out of the 
vofds of the of^aad as I was leading it, Iraitaied 
to explain them so. 

ON M ENAKDER, THE AUTHOR rKNAKED. 

^ The Tery bees, O sweet Memnder, hong 
To taste the Mases* spring upon thy ton^e ; * 
The Teiy graces made the scenes yoa writ 
Their happy poiat of fine expression hit. 
Thus still yoa lire, jon make your Athens shine, 
- Amd lajse its ^ry to the skies in thine/' 

' The epigram has a leqpect to the character of its 
subject ; for Meoander writ remarkably with, a just- 
ness and punty of language. It. has also . told the 
country^he was bom in, without either a. set or a 
bidden manner, while it twists together the glory of 
the poet and his nation, so as to make the nation 
depend upon his for an increase of its own« 

* I will offer no more instances at present to sheWj^ 
that they who deserve praise have it returned them 
from different ages: let these which have been laid 
down shew men that envy will not always prevail. 
And to the end that writers may more successfully 
enliven the endeavours of one another, let them <;on- 
flder, in some such manner as I have attemptjcd, 
what may hie the just^st spirit and art of praise. It 
i indeed very hard to come up to it. Our praise is 
trifling when it depends upon fable ; it is false when 
it depends upon wrong qualifications; it mcaus 
nothing when it is general ; it is extremely difficult 
to hit when we propose to raise characters high, 
while we keep to them justly. I shall end this with 
transcribing that excellent epitaph of Mr. Cowley, 
wherein, with a kind of grave and philosophiQ. 
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httmour, he very beaotifiinv speaks of Umiflf (with- 
drawn from the world, and dead to all the interests 
of it) as of a man really deceased. At the sanie 
time it is an instruction how to leave the pnbite with 
a good grace* 



BPITAPHIUM VI VI AUTHORIS. 
" Jlitfy O visior, tMk Unpmwh 

J}^finehu kmmmd UbmrU 

SorUf ttipenaeiuqiie vUa ; 
Ma Mtcora pmufme nUeHM^ 
Ei ana wait nokUit 9ii0^ 

Vamopu dUectii popeih 

ExtmfUi tie cHnt, vUUer^ 

Terrm tU ilte farit , pnaan. 
Hk 9f€Brg§florm9 apatge bresm nmu. 
Nam vUa gimdd fmrhuiJUrHus^ 

JfleHtU^ •dttititiB contia 

Fatis adkue cmerem caUnUm." 



THB UVING author's BPITAPK. 

'^'FroiD life's saperflnons cares ealarg'dl. 
His debt of linaian toll discharged. 
Here Cowley lies, beaeath this shed. 
To ev'ry worldly iaterest deadt 
With decent poverty content; 
Hb hoars of ease not idly speat; 
To fortaae's goods a foe profesi'd, 
Aad-hating wealth, by all earess'd. 
ms sare, Be'« d^d; for lol haw raatt 
A spot of earth is now lib all ! 
O! wish that earth may lightly lay. 
And ar'ry care be far away I 
Bring flow'rt, the thort-Urd rssat btlat, 
To life deceased fit olleriagi 
And sweets aroand the poet stfow, 
Vhilst yet with life hb ashes gio V 
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The publication of these criticifiiiflr having pro- 
cured me the following letter from a very ingenious 
gentleman, I cannot forbear inserting it in the 
volume/ though it did not come soon enough to 
have a plaice in any of my single papers. 

'MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Having read over in your paper, N* 561, 
some of the epigrams made by the Grecian wits, in 
commendation of their celebrated poets, I could 
not forbear sending you another, out of the same 
collection; which I take to be as great a complin 
ment to Homer as any that has yet been paid him. 

Tk vq^ rm Tpwu? «r»^if*or, &c. 

« Who first tianserib'd the famous Trojan war, 
And wise Ulysses' acts, O Jove, make known : 

For since 'tis certain thine these poems are, 
Ko more let Homer hoast they are his owp." 

* If you think it worthy of a place in your specu* 
lations, for aught I know (by that means) it may in 
time be printed as often in English as it has already 
been in trreek. I am (like the rest of the iworld) 

'Sir, 
♦ 4th l>ec.* i Your great admirer, 

'G. R.' 

The reader may observe that the beauty of this 
epigram is different from that of the foregoing. An 
irony is looked upon as the finest palliative of praise ; 
and very often conveys the noblest panegyric under 
the appearance 9f satire. Hotner is here seemingly 

* The .traiislation of Cowley's epitaph, .and «U that fol- 
lows, except the concluding lott^, signed Phiionicns, was 
not printed in the Spect. in tblio, but added in the 8to, 
edition of 171^, 
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accused and treated as a plagiary ; but what is drawn! 
up ID the form of an* accusation is certainly, a« my 
^sorfespondent observes, the greatest complimeni 
that could have been paid to that divine poet. 

* DEAR MR. SPECTATOR, 

'I AM a gentleman of a pretty good for- 
tune, and of a temper impatient of any thing which 
1 think an injury. However I always quarrelled 
according to law, and instead of attacking my ad« 
versai'y by the dangerous method of sword and pis-* 
to], I made my assaults by that more secure one of 
writ or warrant. I cannot help telling you, that 
either by the justice of my causes or the superiority 
of my counsel, I have been generally successful: aud< 
to my great satisfaction I can say it, that by three 
actions of slander, and half a dozen trespasses, I 
have for several years enjoyed a perfect tranquillity 
in my reputation and estate : by these means also I 
have been made known to the judges ; the Serjeants 
of our circuit are my intimate friends ; and the orna-' 
mental counsel pay a very profound respect to one 
who has made so great a figure in the law. A£fairs 
of consequence having brought me to town, I had 
the curiosity the other day to visit Westminster-hall ; 
and, having placed myself in one of the courts, ex- 
pected to be most agreeably entertained. After the 
court and counsel were with due ceremony seated, 
up stands a learned gentleman, and began. When 
this matter was last ** stirred" before your lord- 
ships ; the next humbly moved to " quash*' an in- 
dictment ; another complained that his adversary 
had " snapped" a judgment ; the next informed 
the court that his client was *' stripped'' of his 
possessions ; another begged leave to acquaint his 
lordship they had been '< saddled'* with costs. At 
last up got a grave serjeant, and told us his client 
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tmi been ** hung up" a whole term by a writ of 
enot. Atthk 1 could bear it no longert but came 
hither, and resoWed to apply myself to your honour 
to inteipofle with these gentlemen, that they would 
leave on such low and unnatural expressions : for 
surely though the lawyers subscribe to hideous 
French and fiilse Latin, yet they should let their 
clients hate a little decent and proper English fot 
their money. What man that has a value for a good 
rilime would like to have it said in a public courts 
that Mr* Such«aFone was stripped, saddled^ or hang 
up ? This being what has escaped your spectatoriid 
ODservatlon, be pleased to correct such an illiberal 
cant among proiessed speakers, and you will iafi« 
aitdy oblige 

* Your humble servant, 
* Joe's Osfee-koase 

Nov, a$/ « Philonicus.'* 

* No. SSI is not lettered in the Spect hi folio, nor hi», 
it an/bignatore hi the 8fo. or lamo. editions of 1712. 
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Iilfra M potUtii, eximetu$ ttmabUur 

HoR. 2 Ep. i. IS. 

For those are hated that excel the rest, 
Aldiongh, when dead, they are beloT'd and bleit. 

Crbech. 

As I was tumbling about tbe town the other day in 
a hackney-coach, and delighting myself with busy 
scenes in the shops on each side of me, it came into 
my head, with no small remorse, that I had not 
been frequent enough in the mention and recom- 
mendation of the industrious part of mankind, ft 
very naturally upon this occasion touched my con- 
science in particular, that I had not acquitted my- 
self to my friend Mr. Peter Motteux. That indus- 
trious man of trade, and formerly brother of the 
quill, has dedicated to me a poem upon tea. It 
would injure him, as a man of business, if I did 
not let ihe world know that the authpr of so good 
verses writ them before he was concerned in traffic. 
In order to expiate my negligence towards him, I 
immediately resolved to make him a visit. I found 
bis spacious warehouses filled and adorned with tea, 
China and Indi^-ware. I could observe a beautiful 
ordonnauc^ of th« whole ; and such different and 
considerable branches of trade carried on in the 
same house, I exulted in seeing disposed by a 
poetical head. In one place were exposed to view 
silks of various shades and colours, rich brocadef , 
and the wealthiest product of foreign looms. Here 
you might see the finest laces held up by the fairest 
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hands ; and, there, examined hy the beauteous eyes 
of the bnyersy the most delicate cambrics, muslins, 
and linens. I could not but congratulate my friend 
on the humble, but I hoped beneficial, use he had ^ 
made of his talents, and wished I could be a patron 
to his trade, as he had been pleased to make me of 
his poetry. The honest man has I know the modest 
desire ol gun which *is peculiar to those who un- 
derstand better things than riches : and I dare say 
he woold be contented with much less than what is 
called wealth at that quarter of the town which he 
inhabits, and will oblige all hb customers with de- 
mands agreeable to the moderation 6f his desires. 

Among other omissions of which I have been also 
guilty, with relation to men of industry of a supe- 
rior order, I must acknowledge my silence towards 
a proposal frequently inclosed to me by Mr. Renatus 
Harris, organ-builder. The ambition of this artificer 
is to erect an organ in St. Paul's cathedral, over the 
west door^ at the entrance into the body of the 
church, which in art and magnificence shall tran- 
scend any works of that kind ever before invented. 
The proposal in perspicuous language sets forth the 
honour and advantage such a performance would be 
to the British name, as well as that it woi4d apply 
the power of sounds in a manner more amazingly 
forcible than perhaps has yet been known, and I 
am sure to an end much more worthy. Had the 
vast sums which have been laid out upon operas 
without skill or conduct, and to no other purpose 
but to suspend or vitiate our understandings, been 
disposed this way, we should now perhaps have an 
engine so formed as to strike the minds of half a 
people i^t pnce in a place of worship, with a forget- 
fulness of present pare and calamity, and a hope of 
endless rapture and jo;^ and hallelujah hereafter. 

When I an doing this justice, I am not to forget 
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the best mechanic of my acquaintance, that useful 
seryant to sciences and knowledge, Mr. John Row-^ 
ley ; but I think 1 lay a great obligation on the pub- 
lie, by acquainting them with his proposals for a 
ivalr of new globes. After this- preamble, he pro-* 
mises in the said proposals that, 

IN THE CELESTIAL GLOBE, 

* Care shall be taken that the fixed stars be placed 
according to their true Jongitude and latitude, from 
the many and correct observations of Hevelius, 
Cassini, Mr. Flamstead, reg. astronomer; Dr. Hal- 
ley, Savilian professor in geometry in Oxon ; and 
from whatever else can be procured to render the 
globe more exact, instructive, and useful. 

'That all the constellations be drawn in a curious, 
new, and particular manner; each star in so just, 
distinct, and conspicuous a proportion, that its 
magnitude may be readily known by bare inspec* 
tion, according to the. different light and sizes of the 
stars. That the track or way of such comets as 
have been well observed, but not hitherto expressed 
in a globe, be carefully delineated in this.* 

IN THE TERRESTRIAL GLOBE, 

* That by reason the descriptions formerly made, 
both in the £nglish and Dutch great globe, are 
erroneous, Asia, Africa, and America, be drawn 
in a manner wholly new ; by which means it is to 
be noted that the undertakers will be obliged to 
alter the latitude of some places in ten degrees, the 
longitude of others in twenty degrees; besides 
which great and necessary alterations, there be 
.many remarkable countries, cities, towns, rivers, 
and lakes, omitted in other globes, inserted here 
according to the best discoveries made by our late 

Ii2 
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Bavigalon. La«dy, that the coune of th^ trade- 
winds, the monsoons, and other winds periodically 
shifting between the tropics, be visibly expressed. 

* Mow, in regard that this uudeftaking is of so 
universal use, as the advancement of the most 
necessary parts of the mathematics, as well as 
tending to the honour of the British nation, and 
that the charge of carrying it on is very expensive, 
it is desired that all gentlemen who are willing to 
promote so great a work will be pleased to subr 
scribe on the following conditions. 

* I. The undertakers engage to furnish each sub- 
scriber with a celestial and terrestrial globe, each 
of thirty inches diameter, in all respects curiously 
adorned, the stars gilded, the capital cities plainly 
distinguished, the frames, meridians, horizons, hour- 
circles, and indexes, so exactly finished up, and 
accurately divided, that a pair of these globes wiU 
appear, in the judgment of any disinterested and 
intelligent person, worth fifteen pounds more than 
will be demanded for them by the undertakers.^ 

' II. Whoever will be pleased to subscribe, and 
pay twenty-five pounds iu the manner following for 
a pair of these globes, either for their own use, 
or to present them to any college in the univer- 
sities, or any public library or schools, shall have 
his coat of arms, name, title, seat, or place of re- 
sidency, &c. inserted in some convenient place of 
the globe. . 

' III. That every subscriber do at first pay down 
the si^m of ten pounds, and fifteen pounds more 
upon the dehvery of each pair of globes perfectly 
fitted up. And that the said globes be delivered 
within twelve months after the number of thirty 
subscribers be completed ; and that the subscribers 
be seirved with globes in the order in which they 
subscribed. 
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* IV. Thaft a pair of these globes sbaU not here-" 
s^ter b^ sM to any person bat the subscribers 
under thifty pounds. 

' y. That if there be • not thirty subscribers 
within four months after the first of December, 
17 12, the .money paid shall be returned on demand 
by Mr 4^ John Warner, goldsmith, near Temple-bar, 
who shall receive and pay the same according to 
the above-mentioned articles.' • T. 
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Nee huisae prndei^ ted turn ineidere htdum. 

HoR. 1 Ep. xiv. 36. 

Once to be wild is no such fonl disgrace, 
Bat 'tis so still to run the frantic race. 

Crbbcb. 

This project which I published on Monday last has 
brought me in several packets of letters. Among 
the rest, I have received one iirom a certain pro- 
jector, wherein, after having represented, that in 
all probability the solemnity of opening my mouth 
will draw together a great confluence of beholders, 
he proposes to me the hiring of Stationer*s-hall fof 
the more convenient exhibiting of that public cere- 
mony. He undertakes to be at the charge of it 
himself, provided he may have the erecting of gal- 
leries on every side,* and the letting of them out 
upon that occasion. I have a letter also from a 
bookseller, petitioning me in a very humble manner 
that he may have the prtHting of the speech which 
I shall make to the assembly upon the first opening 

lis 



900 3PBCTATOR. N* 553* 

of my mouth. I am informed from all parts that 
there are great caavassings in the several clubs 
about town, upon the choosing of a proper member 
to sit with me on those arduous affairs to which I 
have summoned them. Three clubs have already 
proceeded to election, whereof one has made a 
double return. If I find that my enemies shall 
take advantage of my silence to begin hostilities 
upon me, or if any other exigency of affairs may so 
require, since I see elections in so great forward- 
ness, we may possibly meet before the day ap- 
pointed ; or, if matters go on to my satisfaction, I 
may perhaps put off the meeting to a further day; 
but of this public notice shall be given. 

In the mean time I must confess that I am not a 
little gratified and obliged by that concern which, 
appears in this great city upon my present design 
of laying down this paper. It is likewise with much 
satisfaction that I find some of the most outlying 
parts of the kingdom alarmed upon this occasion^ 
having received letters to expostulate with me 
about it from several of my readers of the remotest 
boroughs of Great Britain. Among these I am very 
well pleased with a letter dated from Berwick upon 
Tw^ed, wherein my correspondent compares the 
office, which I have for some time executed in these 
realms* to the weeding of a great garden ; • which,' 
says he, ' it is not sufficient to weed once for all, 
and afterwards to give over, but that the work must 
be continut-d daily, or the same spots of ground 
which are cleared for a while will tn a little time be 
overrun as much as ever/ Anoiher gt^ntlemau lays 
before me several enormities that are already sprout« 
ing, and which he believes will discover themselves 
in their growth immediately after my disappear- 
ance. * There is no doubt,' says he, ' but the 
kidifs* heads will shoot up as soon as they know 
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they are- no longer unde^ the Spectator's eye; and 
I have already seen such monstrous broad-brimmed 
hats under the arms of foreigners, that I question 
not but they will overshadow the island within a 
month or two after the dropping of your paper.* 
But, among all the letters which are come to my 
hands, there is none so handsomely written as the 
following one, which I am the more pleased with 
as it is sent me from gentlemen who belong to a 
body which I shall always honour, and where (I 
cannot speak it without a secret pride) my specula- 
tions have met with a very kind reception. It is 
usual for poets, upon the publishing of their works, 
to print before them such copies of verses as have 
been made in their praise. Not that yon must 
imagine they are pleased with their own commen- 
dation, but because the elegant compositions of 
their friends should not be lost. I must make the 
same apology for the publication of the ensuing 
letter, in which I have suppressed no part of those 
praises which are given my speculations with too 
lavish and good-natured a hand ; though my cor- 
respondents can witness for me, that at other times 
I have generally blotted out those parts in the let- 
ters which I have received irom them. O. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, ' Oxford, Not. 25. 

' In spite of your invincible silence yon 
have found out the method of being the most agree- 
able companion in the world ; that kind of conver« 
sation which you hold with the town has the good 
fortune of being always pleasing to the men of 
taste and leisure, and never offensive to those of 
hurry and business. You are never heard but at 
what Horace calls dextro tempore, and have the 
happiness to observe the poUte rule, which the 
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same discerning author gave his fiiend when he en- 
joined him to deliver his book to Augustus: 

** Si validusy ti Ughts erity si (Unique poaeet" 

1 £p. xuL 3. 

** When vexing cares are fled, 

When well, when merry, when he asks to read/' 
i',, ^. Creech, 

You never begin to talk but when people are de* 
8irou5 to hear you ; and I defy any one to be out of 
humour until you leave off. But I am led unawares 
into reflexions foreign to the original design of this 
epistle ; which was to let you know, that ;ome un- 
feigned admirers of your inimitable papers, who 
could, without any flattery, greet you with the salu- 
tation used to the eastern monarch s, viz. ** O Spec» 
live for ever," have lately been under the same ap- 
prehensions with Mr. Phiio-Spec; that the haste 
you have made to dispatch your best friends por- 
tends no long duration to your own short visage. 
We could not, indeed, find any just grounds for 
complaint in the method you took to dissolve that 
venerable body ; no, the world was not worthy of 
your Divine, Will Honeycomb, could not, with 

\ any reputation, live single any longer. It was high 

time for the Templar to turn himself to Coke ; and 
Sir Roger's dying was the wisest thing he ever did 
in his life. It was, however, matter of great grief 
to us, to think that we were in danger of losing so 
elegant and valuable an entertainment. And we 
could not, without sorrow, reflect that we were 
likely to have nothing to interrupt our sips in the 
morning, and to suspend our coffee in mid-air, be- 
tween our lips and right ear, but the ordinary trash 
of newspapers. We resolved, therefore, not to part 

: with yjpu so. But since, to make use of your own 
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allusion, the cherries began now to crowd the market^ 
and their season was almost over, we consulted our 
future enjoyments, and endeavoured to make the 
exquisite pleasure that delicious fruit gave our taste 
as lasting as we could, and by drying them protract 
their stay beyond its natural date. We own that 
thus they have not a flavour equal to that of their 
juicy bloom ; but yet, under this disadvantage, they 
pique the palate, and become a salver better than 
any other fruit at its first appearance. To speak 
plain, there are a number of us who have begun 
your works afresh, and meet two nights in the week 
in order to give you a re-hearing. We never come 
together, without drinking your health, and as sel- 
dom part without general expressions of thanks to 
you for our night's improvement. This we conceive 
to be a more useful institution than any other club 
whatever, not excepting even that of Ugly Faces. 
We have one manifest advantage over that re- 
nowned society, with respect to Mr. Spectator's 
company. For though they may brag that you 
sometimes make your personal appearance amongst 
them, it is impossible that they should ever get a 
word from you, whereas you are with us the reverse 
of what Phasdria would have his mistress be in his 
rival's company, *^ present in your absence/' We 
make you talk as much and as long as we please ; 
and, let me tell you, you seldom hold your tongue 
for the whole evening. I promise myself you will 
look with an eye of favour upon a meeting which 
owes its original to a mutual emulation among its 
members, who shall shew the most profound re- 
spect for your paper; not but we have a very great 
value for your person : and I dare say you can no 
where find four more sincere admirers, and humble 
servants^ than 

' T. JF. G. S. J. T. E. T/ 
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•Teniandavia estf qtA fM quoque postim 



ToUere humOf victorqite vhtun vdUare per wa, 

ViRG. Georg. ili. 9. 

New ways I miist attempt, iny groyelling name 
To raise aloft, and wing my night to fame. 

Dryden. 

I AM pbliged for the following essay, as well as for 
that which lays down rules out of Tully for pronun> 
ciation and action, to the ingenious author of a book 
just published, entitled An Ode to the Creator of 
the Worlds occasioned by the Fragments of Or- 
pheus. 

' It is a remark, made as I remember >by a cele- 
brated French author, that no man ever pushed his 
capacity as far as it was able to extend. I shall not 
inquire whether this assertion be strictly true. It 
may suffice to say, that men of the greatest applica- 
tion and acquirements can look back upon many 
vacant spaces, and neglected parts of time, which 
have slipped away from them unemployed; and 
there is hardly any one considering person in the 
world but is apt to fancy with, himself, at some time 
or other, that if his life were to .begin again he could 
fill it up better. 

' The mind is most provoked to cast on itself this 
ingenious reproach, when the examples of such men 
are presented to it as have far outshot the generality 
of their species in learning, arts, or any valuable 
improvements. 

' One of the most extensive and improved ge- 
niuses we have had any instance of in oui; own na- 
tion, or in any other, was that of Sir Francis Bacon, 
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Lord Verulam. This great man, by extraordinary 
force of nature, compass of thought, and indefo- 
tigable study, had amassed to himself such stores of 
knowledge as we cannot look upon without amaze^ 
ment. His capacity seemed to have grasped all 
that was revealed in books before his time ; and» 
not satisfied with that, he began to strike out new 
tiacks of science, too many to be travelled over by 
any one man in the compass of the longest life* 
These therefore he could only mark down, like im-'7 
perfect coastings on maps, on supposed points of 
land, to be further discovered and ascertained by 
the industry of after-ages, who should proceed up« 
on his notices or conjectures. 

* The excellent Mr. Boyle was the person who 
seems to have been designed by nature to succeed 
to the labours and inquiries of that ext raordinary ge- 
nius I have just mentioned. By innumerable expe- 
riments, he in a great measure hlled up those plans 
and outlines of science, which his predecessor had 
sketched out. His life was spent in the pursuit of 
nature through a great variety of forms and changes, 
and in the most rational as well as devout adoration 
of its divine Author. 

' It would be impossible to name many persons 
who have extended their capacities as far as these 
two, in the studies they pursued ; but my learned 
readers on this occasion will naturally turn their 
thoughts to a third,* who is yet living, and is like- 
wise the glory of our own nation. The improve- 
ments which others had made in natural and ma- 
thematical knowledge have so vastly increased in his 
hands, as to afford at once a wonderful instance how 
great the capacity is of a human soul, and inex- 
haustible the subject of its inquiries; so t:ue is this 

* Sir Isaac Newtom 
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remark in holy writ, that *^ though a wise man seek 
to find out the works of God from the LeginniDg to 
the end, yet shall he not be able to do it." 

' I cannot help mentioning here one character 
more of a different kind indeed from these, yet such 
an one as may serve to shew the wonderful force of 
nature and of application, and is-the most singular in- 
stance of an universal genius I have ever met with. 
The person I mean is Leonardo de Vinci, an Italian 
painter, descended from a noble family in Tuscany, 
about the beginning of the sixteenth* century. In 
his profession of history-painting he was so great a 
master, that some have affirmed he excelled all who 
went before him. It is certain that he raised the 
envy of Michael Angelo, who was his contempo- 
rary, and that irom the study of his works Raphael 
himself learned his best manner of designing. He 
was a master too in sculpture and architecture, and 
skilful in anatomy, mathematics, and mechanics. 
The aqueduct from the river Adda to Milan is men- 
tioned as a work of his contrivance. He had learned 
several languages, and was acquainted with the 
studies of history, philosophy, poetry, and music. 
Though it is not necessary to my present purpose, I 
cannot but take notice, thatall who have writ of him 
mention likewise his perfection of body. The in- 
stances of bis strength are almost incredible. He is 
described to have been of well-formed person^ and 
a master of all genteel exercises. And lastly. We 
are told that his moral qualities were agreeable to 
his natural and intellectual endowments, and that be 
was of an honest and generous mind, adorned with 
great sweetness of manners. I might break off the 
account of him here, but I imagine it will be an en- 
tertaiiifnent to the niHiosity of my readers, to find so 

* He v^as born in 1445, and <Hed in 1520. 
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reiDarkable a character distinguished by as remark- 
able a circumstance at his death. The fame of his 
works having gained him an universal esteem, he 
was invited to the court of France, where, after 
some time, he fell sick; and Francis*the First 
coming to see him, he raised himself in his bed to 
acknowledge the honour which was done him by 
that visit. The king embraced him, and Leonardo, 
fainting in the same moment, expired in the arms 
of that great monarch. 

' It is impossible to attend to such instances as 
these without being raised into a contemplation on 
the wonderful nature of an human mind, which is 
capable of such progressions in knowledge, and can 
cqntain such a variety of ideas without perplexity or 
co^fiision. How reasontble is it from hence to in- 
fer its divine original ! And whilst ^e find unthink- 
ing matter endued with a natural power to last for 
ever, unless Annihilated by Omnipotence, how ab^ 
surd would it be to imagine that a being so much 
superior to it should not have the same privilege ! 
' At the same time it is very surprising, when we 
remove our thoughts from such instances as I have 
mentioned, to consider those we so frequently meet 
with in the accounts of barbarous nations among the 
Indians; where we find numbers of people who 
scarce shew the first glimmerings of reason, and 
seem to have few ideas above those of sense and 
appetite. These, methinks, appear like large 
wilds, or vast uncultivated tracts of human na- 
ture: and, when we compare them with men of the 
most exalted characters in arts and learning, we 
find it difficult to beUeve that they are creatures 
of the same species. 

* Some are of opinion that the souls of men are 
all naturally equal, and that the great disparity we 
so often observe arises from the different organi- 

VOL. VII. K k 
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zation or structure of the bodies to wbich they are 
i|oited. But) whatever coustitutes the first dis- 
parity, the next great difierence which we find be- 
tween men in their several acquirements is owing to' 
accidental differences in their education, fortunes, 
or course of life. The soul is a kind of rough dia- 
mond, which requires art, labour, and time to polisb 
it. For want of which many a good natural genius 
is lost, or lies unfashioned, like a jewel in the 
mine. 

* One of the strongest incitements to excel in such 
arts and accomplishments as are in the highest 
esteem among men, is the natural passion which 
the mind of man has for glory; which, though it 
may be faulty in the excess of it, ought by no means 
to be discouraged. Perhaps some moralists are 
too severe in beating down this principle, which 
seems to be a spring implanted by nature to give 
iiftotion tQ all (he latent powers of the soul, and is 
always observed to exert itself with the greatest 
force in the most generous dispositions. The men 
whose characters have shone the brightest among 
the ancient Romans, appear to have been strongly 
animated by this passion. Cicero, whose learning 
and service to his country are ^o well known, was 
inflamed by it to an extravagant degree, and warm- 
ly presides Lupceius, wbo was composing a history 
of those tiinesy to be very particular and zealous 
in relating the atory of bis consulship ; and to exe- 
x ute itt^pieedUgr; tliat he might have the pleasure of 
enjoy ipg in^tbijif^-time some part of the honour 
.which he for^siiW would be paid to his memory. 
This was the ambition of a great mind; but he is 
faulty in tlile degree of it, and cannot lelvain from 
solioiti^g the l^jtorian upon this occasion to neg- 
.lect the strict Mb of history, and, in praising him, 
even to exceed the bounds of truth. The younger 
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Pliny appears to have had the same passion for 
fame, but accompanied with greater chasteness and 
modesty. His ingenious manner of owning it to a 
friend, who had prompted him to undertake some 
great work is exquisitely beautiful, and raises him 
to a certain grandeur above the imputation of 
vanity. " I must confess/' says he, " that nothing 
employs my thoughts more than the desire I have 
of perpetuating^ my name; which in my opinion is 
a design worthy of a man, at least of such an one, 
who being conscious of no guilt, is not afraid to 
be remembered by posterity." 

' I think I ought not to conclude without interest- 
ing all my readers in the subject of this discourse : 
1 shall therefore lay it down as a maxim that 
though all are not capable of shining in learning or 
the politer arts, yet every one is capable of excelling 
in somethio g. The soul has in this respect a certain 
vegetative power which cannot lie wholly idle. If 
it is not laid out and cultivated into a regular and 
beautiful garden,^ it will of itself shoot up in weeds 
or flowers of a wilder growth.' 
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